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INTRODUCED BY 

BILL NO. ,2,:'/ '~ 
~---

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT TD REVISE THE METHOD 

FOR FUNDING LOCAL PUBLIC LIBRARIES; TO ESTABLISH A COUNTY 

LIBRARY BUDGET BOARD COMPOSED OF TWO MEMBERS FROM LIBRARY 

BOARDS OF TRUSTEES IN THE COUNTY AND THE COUNTY 

SUPERINTENDENT OF SCHOOLS; TO PROVIDE THAT THE COUNTY 

LIURARY 8UDGET BOARD SET A COUNTYWIDE MILL LEVY NOT TO 

EXCEED S MILLS FOR THE SUPPORT OF PUBLIC LIBRARIES WITHIN 

THE COUNTY; TO DELETE THE PRESENT CITY AND COUNTY MILL 

LEVIES cOR LIBRARIES; AMENDING SECTIONS 22-1-304, 22-l-305t 

AND 22-1-309, MCA; REPEALING SECTIONS 22-1-315 AND 22-1-316, 

MCAt RELATING TO JOINT LIBRARY BOARDS; AND PROVIDING AN 

EFFeCTIVE DATE." 

Bf IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

ti.EJL.S.E .. C..llJlt:ia. Section 1. County library budget ooard. 

{1} There is a county library budget board in each county of 

the state that has d public library. 

(2) The county I ibrary b-udget board consists of the 

county superintendent of schools and two members appointed 

by the 1 ibrary boards of trustees in the county. The board 

may elect officers from among it~ member5. A majority vote 

of all of the members of the county library budget board is 
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necessary to set the mill levy p~ovided in subsection (3). 

(3) The county library budget board shall determine a 

mill levy 9 not to exceed 5 mills. for a countywide property 

tax mill levy for the support of all public libraries within 

the county. No later than August 15 of each year• the 

county library budget board shall determine and certify to 

the board of county commissioners the amount of mills to be 

levied. Prior to determining the mill levy. the county 

library budget board must conduct two public hearings on the 

amount of the mill levy. The public hearings must be held 

not later than 15 days and not ~arlier than 45 days prior to 

the date the mill levy is determined. 

(4J The county library budget board must determine the 

allocation of the proceeds of the mill levy that each public 

librgry in the county shall receive. Each lib~ary board of 

trustees must budget the funds for its library. 

Section 2. Section 22-l-304, MCAt is amended to read: 

"22-1-304. Ta~ levy -- special library fund -- bonds. 

(1) The governing body of 8ny-e+~y-~ g county which has 

est.:tblished a public library or jo whjc.h a em within the 

m..tL~~il~W~ a pybljc library mey 1..b..4li levy in 

the sa~e manner and at the sa~e time as other taxes are 

levied a special ta~ in the amount "eee~~ery-~o-me+"te+~ 

eee~~e~~-~Hb+~e-++b~ePy-~e~wTee certjfjed to them bt the 

~unty ljbrary ~~t_hQaLQ, not to exceed 3 2 mills on the 
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dollar, upon all property in such county which may be levied 

by the governing body of such county enrl-~~-~e-e~eeeft-~-+tr 

m~~~5-e~-~he-ee~~6r-~~e"-e~~-~~epe~~y-+"-~ueh-e+~y-w~+eh-mey 

ee~e~ed-by-~he-~~e~n+"~-bedy-o~-~deh-e+ty. 

(Z) The proceeds of such tax shall constitute a 

separate fund called the public 1 ibrary fund and shall not 

be used for any purpose except those of the public library. 

(3) No money shall be paid out of the public library 

fund by the treasurer of the e+~y-er county except by order 

or warrant of the board of 1 ibrary trustees. 

(4) Bonds may be issued by the governing body in the 

manner prescribed by law for the erection and equipment of 

public library buildings and the purchase of land therefor.n 

Se~tion 3. Section ZZ-l-3U~, MCA, is amended to read: 

"22-1-305. library depreciation reserve fund 

authorized. The ~e¥~n+~--&edy-o~-eny-eTty-e~-ee~ty-or-e 

eeMO+ft~~+eft-e+-e~y-en~-eo~~y--+~--Hon~efte kQuotv library 

~et board may establish a 1 ibrary depreciation reserve 

fund for the replacement and acquisition of property, 

capital improvenents, and equipment necessary to maintain 

and improve city9 county, or city-county 1 ibrary services." 

Section 4. Section 22-l-309, MCA• is amended to read: 

"22-1-309. Trustees -- powers and duties. The library 

board of trustees shall have exclusive control of the 

expenditure of the public library fund• of construction or 
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ledse of library buildings, and of the operation and care of 

the library. The library board of trustees of every public 

1 ibrary shull: 

(l) adopt bylaws and rules for its own transaction of 

business and for the government of the library, not 

inconsistent with law; 

(2} establish and locate a central public library and 

may establish branches thereof at such places as are deemed 

necessary; 

(3) have the power to contract, including the right to 

contrac;;t with regions, counties., cities, school districts, 

educational institutions, the state 1 ibrary9 and other 

libraries, to give and receive libr-ary service, through U1e 

boards of such regionsy counties, and cities and thf~ 

district school boards, and to pay out or receive funds to 

pay costs of such contracts; 

(4) have the power to acquire, by purchase9 devise, 

lease or otherwise, and to own and hold real and personal 

property in the name of the city or county or both, as the 

ca~e may be• for the use and purposes of the library and to 

~e11 9 exchanqe or otherwise di~pose of property real or 

pe~sonal, when no longer required by the library and to 

insure the real and personal property of the libra~y; 

(5) pay necessary expenses of members of the library 

staff when on business of the library; 

-4--
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(b) prepare an annual budget, indicating what support 

and maintenance of the public library will be required from 

public funds, for submission to the appropriate agency of 

the governing body. A separate budget request shall be 

submitted for new construction or for capital improvement of 

existing library property. 

(7) make an annual report to the governing body of the 

city or county on the condition and operation of the 

librdryt including a financial statement. The trustees shall 

al~o provide for the keeping of such records as ~hall be 

requirP-d by the Montana state library in its request for an 

dnnudl report fro~ the public libraries and shall submit 

13 .. uci1 an annual report to the state 1 ibrary. 

14 {a) have the power to accept gifts, grants .. donation~y 

15 devises, or bequests of pr-operty, real or personal, from 

16 whdtever source dna to expend or hold, ~ork, and improve the 

17 5ame for the specific purpose of the gift, grant, dondtiont 

La devise 1 or bequest. These gifts 9 grdnts 9 donations, devises. 

19 and bequests shall be kept separate from regular library 

ZO fund~ and dre not subject to reversion at the end of the 

21 fiscal yea.r. 

22 l'tL_WJ<":LaDDltilliL.Jti.th_l;.b.lL.bll.ill.llL-2f....1LU.ll.J:!l s of a 11 

< 3 <>.th<:L_J>.u.llliLli.tu..a.r..iJ<LiiL.l;~ynty • if ..mu._!;Q_:u:J.J<~_LJ;Jtll 

?4 m~ers from suc~ards to ~~lut~d to X~~~ 

l5 litu:>~U-.. JHlll~~rd. For the pyrp=--<>.f__illll!JillUJJ:lll 
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~mbers to the c~ljbrgry bydget board, each baaed of 

~tees has one vote.__lf_~ county bas onl¥-QQe ~ubljc 

library. the board of trustees of that ljbrary sha~~ 

Yt2-.2Li.t.LllMWlb.e:.t:...S.-..ULthe coynt.J_] j brary budg.e.t_b..Q~ 

t9t~ exercise such other powers9 not inconsistent 

with law, necessary for the effective use and management of 

the 1 ibrary." 

NEW SECTION. Section s. Repealer. Sections 22-1-315 

and 22-1-316, MCA 9 are repealed. 

~~~ Section 6. Effective date. This act is 

effective July 1• 1983. 

-End-
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