SENATE BILL NO., 367

Introduced: 02/05/83

Referred to Committee on Local Government: 02/05/83
Hearing: 2/8/83
Died in Committee,
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(:;§é2;<ﬁil BILL NOs »7 67

INTRODUCED BY

A BILL FUR AN ACT ENTITLED: ™AN ACT TD REVISE THE METHOD
FOR FUNDING LOCAL PUBLIC LIBRARIES; T ESTABLISH A COUNTY
LIBRARY BUDGET BOARD CUMPOSED OF TWD MEMBERS FROM LIBRARY
BOARDS aF TRUSTELS IN THE COUNTY AND THE COUNTY
SUPERINTENDENT OF SCHOOLS; TO PROVIDE THAT THE COUNTY
LIBRARY BUDGET BOARD SET A COUNTYWIDE MILL LEVY NOT 1O
EXCEED S MILLS FOR THE SUPPORT OF PUBLIC LIBRARIES WITHIN
THE COUNTY; TO DELETE THE PRESENT CITY AND COUNTY MILL
LEVIES FOR LIBRARIES; AMENDING SECTIONS 22-1-304y 22-i-30%y
AND 22-1-309s MCA; REPEALING SECTIONS 22-1-315 AND 22-1-3l6.
MCAy RELATING TO JOINT LIBRARY BOARDS; AND PROVIDING AN

EFFCCTIVE DATES™

8F IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA:

NEW_RECTIQONs Section le. County library budget opoards.
{1) There is a county library budget board in each county of
the state that has a public library.

(2) The county library budget board consists of the
county superintendent of scheols and two members appeinted
by the library boards of trustees in the countye The board
may elect officers from among its memberses A majority vote

of all of the members of the county library budget boardg is
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necessary to set the mill levy provided in subsection (3}.

{3) The county library budget board shall determine a
mil}y levyy not to exceed 5 millss for a countywide property
tax mill Yevy for the support of all public libraries within
the countye. No later than August 15 of each yeary the
county library budget board shall determine and certify to
the board of county commissioners the amount of mills to be
Tevieds Prior to determining the mill 1levys the county
library budget board must conduct two public hearings on the
amount of the mill levys The public hearings must be held
not later than 15 days and not earlier than 45 days prior to
the date the mill levy is determineds

(4) The county library budget board must determine the
allocation of the proceeds of the mill levy that each public
library in the county shall receives Each library board of
trustees must budget the funds for its library.

Section 2« Section 22-1-304y MCAs is amended to read:

"22-1-304. Tax levy —— special library fund —— bondss
(t} The governing body of any-eity-or a county which has
established a public library gr _in w#hich a city _within  the
county has established a public library mey shall levy in
the same manner and at the same time as other taxes are
levied a special tax in the amount mecessary-to-maintein
adequate-pobtic-tibrary-serviee certified to them by _the
county 1ibrary budget boarde not to exceed 3 § mills on the

- INTRODUCED BILL
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dollar, upon ail property in such county which may be levied
by the governing body of such county and-not-to-exceed—4—1r2
mé+s—an-the-deliar—upon—ati-properey-in-such-ctty-which-nay
be—devred-by-the-governing—body-—of-sueh~etty.

{2} The proceeds of such tax shall constitute a
separate fund called the public library fund and shall not
be used for any purpose except those of the public librarye

{3) No money shall be paid out of the public library
fund by the treasurer of the eity-or county except by order
or warrant of the board of library trusteese

{4} Bonds may be issued by the governing body in the
marmmer prescribed by law for the erection and equipment of
public library buildings and the purchase of land therefor."

Section 3., Section 22-1-30%, MCA» is amended to read:

%22-1-305. Library deprecijation reserve fund
authorizede The geverning——body—of-any-erty-or-cotunty-or-a
combination—of-eity-and-county——in——Montana coupty library
budget _hoard may establish a library depreciation reserve
fund Ffor the replacement and acquisition of propertys
capital improvementssy and equipment necessary to maintain
and improve citys countyy or city—county library services."

Section 4. Section 22-1-309%, MCAe is amended to read:

m22-1-307a Trustees -— powers and dutiess The 1library
board of trustees shall have exclusive control of the

expenditure of the public library funds of construction or
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lease of library buildingss and of the operation and care of
the 1librarye The library board of trustees of every pubtic
Tibrary sholl:

(1} adopt bylaws and rules for its own transaction of
business and for the government of the libraryy not
inconsistent with law;

(2} establish and locate a central public library and
may estahblish branches therecf at such places as are deemed
necessary;

{3} have the power to contracty including the right to
contract with regionss countiesy citiesy school districtsy
educational institutionss the state 1librarys and other
librariesy to give and receive library services through the
boards of such regionsy countiese and cities and the
district school boardse and to pay out or receive funds to
pay costs of such contracts;

{4) have the power to acquires by purchases devises
lease or otherwiser and to own and hold real and personal
property in the name of the city or county or boths as the
case may bes for the use and purposes of the Jibrary and to
s5elly exchange or otherwise dispose of property real or
personals when no longer vrequired by the library and to
insure the real and persona) property of the library;

(5) pay necessary expenses of members of the library

staff when on business of the library;
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(&) prepare an annual budgety indicating what support
and maintenance of the public library will be required from
public fundss for submission to the appropriate agency of
the governing bodye. A separate budget request shall pe
submitted for new construction or for capital improvement of
existing library propertyes

{7) make an annual report to the governing bady of the
city or county on the condition and operation of the
librarys including a financial statement. The trustees shali
also provide for the keeping of such records as snall be
requirad by the Montana state library in its request for an
annual  report from the public libraries and shall submit
such an annual report to the state library.

{3) have the power to accept giftss grantss donationse
devisess or bequests of propertye real or personals from
whatever source ana to expend or holds works and improve the
same for the specific purpose of the gifts grants donations
devisey or beguests. These giftsy yrantsy donationss devisess
and bequests shall be kept separate from regular library
funds and are not subject to reversion at the end of the
fiscal yeare

123 _meet appually with the boards . of ftrustees . of _all
ether _public iibraries in the countys if anye Yo select two
neppers from such boards to be appeointed._tgo the couniy
libracy budget boards For. . the purpcoses of appeinting
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members to the coynty library budget boards each board of
frustees has _ope  votee [f.the couqty hag only qoe public
iwe of its members Lo the county Jibrary budget boarde

+93(10) exercise such other powerss not inconsistent
wWith laws necessary for the effective use and management of
the librarye®

NEW SECTIOMs Section 5. Repealeres Sections 22-1-315
and 22-1-316y MCAy are repealed.

NEW_SECTION, Section 6. Effective dates This act is
effective July 1+ 1983,

—End-



