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OF AGRiC~L~~R'~")ffij* 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: •AN ACT TO GENERALLY REVISE THE 

LAWS RELATING TO ALFALFA LEAF-CUTTING SEES; AHENOING 

SECTIONS 80-6-1102, 60-b-1103, 80-6-1105, 60-6-llO?o AND 

80-6-1108, ~CA; AND PROVIDING AN IHHEOIATE EFFECTIVE DATE.• 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF t!ONTANA: 

s~ction 1. Section BD-6-llOZt MCAt is amended to read: 

•aO-b-llOZ. Definitions. As used in this part, the 

fcllowing definitions apply: 

(1) •See" Means any staqe in the life cycle of a bee 

of the species Megachile rotundata (f)t commonly known as 

the alfalfa leaf-cuttlnq bee. 

(2) "Certification• .eans the process of an~lyzinq 

bees and equip~ent by the department to deter~ine whether 

they ~eet the required health standards. 

(3) "Com11ittee" means the alfalfa l'3af-cutting bee 

advis~rv co~mittee established in 2-15-3005. 

i~l--~~~tQm __ ~liu~L!--meau~_anx_~c~gn_~bu_b~-a 

caatcaLt-tQ_pQlliua~-alfalfa_~~~~Lo~~_ao_aL~ALtx-Xbat-be 

dae~_oat-D~D_gL-~Dtcal~ 

f4t15.1 "D~part.•ent• 11eans the department of 
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LC 1266/0l 

aQriculture established in 2-15-3001. 

~§i1Ql "Equipment• means grooved boards, shelters• 

trays, incubators, cell re$OVers. tumblers9 and other 

apparatus used in rearing bees. 

t6tLll •Nesting ~aterials~ means equipment• la•inates, 

and otr.er apparatus used in nesting bees. 

'f~i'.LU. •Parasite• ateans. an organlsnt 1 iving in or on 

any stage of the alfalfa leaf-cutting bee obtaining 

nutriment fro• the body of th~ bee. 

f8t1il •Pathogen• means an organism, parasitic or 

otherwise, that causes disease In the alfalfa leaf-cutting 

bee. 

t9t .lllU •Person" •eans an Individual, association 9 

partnership, or corporation. 

tt8f1ll1 MWild trap" Means to trap bees on property not 

owned by the trapper.• 

Section 2. Section BO-b-1103• ~CA, is dmended to read: 

•a0-6-1103. Department responsibilities -- adoption of 

rul ns. ( 1 I The departlllent is responsible fo• the 

administration of this part. 

( 2 I The department shall by rule adopt ~inimum 

stand~rds for the presence of pathogens and parasites in 

hees to be certified, imported, and possessed or controlled 

in th~ state of Montana. 

( 3) The aeprtrtment fllay enter in·to dgreements with 

-2- I N T R 0 D U C E n 

~~~ 3 
B I L L 

r 
,_) ,.J 



1 

2 

3 

" 
5 

6 

7 

e 

9 

10 

11 

IZ 

13 

l't 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

Z't 

25 

• 

LC 1268/01 

other governmental aqencies or private associations in 

carryinq out the provisions of this part. 

(~) In performing its duties under this part, the 

department may: 

(a) enter upon any public or private premises to 

Inspect and sample bees or equipment that may be diseased or 

contaminated by parasites; 

(b) quarantine any bees or equipment found to be 

infected or contaminated with patho~ens at a level exceeding 

certification ~tandards; 

(c) order the disi~fection or destruction of any bees 

or equip•ent that is infe~ted or conta•inated with parasites 

or pathogens and that does not meet certification standards. 

(5) (a) whenever the department has reasonable cause 

to believe a person is In poss~ssion of any diseased or 

parasi-tic bee or equipaaent or otherwise possesses any bee or 

equip~ent in violation of this part or rules adopted under 

it, the department may a~der a quarantine for not more than 

30 days of the suspected bees or equipment and •ay require 

any person in possession of such bees or equipment to hold 

them ~nder specified conditions until notified otherwise in 

writi~g by the department. 

(b) The departMent shall release any quarantine or 

order to hold bees ugga_tbe-f8l~re to d&t~ ~i5eas~B¥ 

llfflci.aLs aMple IlL-lieU& as proyi.a~~Lb¥-.della~~lll.Ja-W: 
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QD--~~Ipmeot and upon a finding tnat the bees and equipment 

a~~-~~~~e~e-~ee-~"d are possessed in compli~nce with this 

part." 

~e~tlon 3. S~ction 80-b-11059 MC4• is a~ended to read: 

•so-6-1105. Alfalfa leaf-cutting bees -- inspection 

certification-- fe~s. (1) No p~rson May import• possess9 or 

c~ntrol alfalfa leaf-cuttinq be~s in the state of Montana 

unles~ the bees are certified annually, as provided in this 

sect. ion. 

(l} To certify bees, a p~rson must tile a completed 

application form provided by the depart~ent together with 

the certification fee prescribed by the depart•ent. The 

ap~licant must provide at least the folloNing: 

(a) name a~d place of residence; 

fbt th~ general location and nu•ber of bees to be 

registered; and 

{c) other relevant information as may be required by 

depart~ent rule. 

{3) After receipt of an application for certi.fication9 

a sample of th~ total population of bees to be certified 

s~all be selecteo by the depart~ent or its agent in a .anner 

prescribed by the depart.ent. Tne sample shall be inspected 

for pathogens and parasites. If no pathogens or parasites in 

excess of certification standards are found• the sample 

shall be r~or~~d---d+sease-~ree ~Lied- as to tbe 

-·-
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~~L~CLat~~~~· 

(4) When the department has in its possession a 

completed application form, a certification fee, and a 

r~port that the sample +~-~+~ea~-f?e~ ~--'2Lt~~ 

s.t.aa..d.liC.d..5.• it may issiJie a certificate for the bees. 

(5) The department shall specify the date by which any 

appli~~nt •ust apply for recertification the following year. 

Ap;:tlic'lltions ~or reeer~+f+ee~+eft '&Ltifl~!gu received 

after the date specified shall be assessed a penalty equal 

to 101 of the applicable certification fee bYt-UQt~aLaeaiaQ 

~~a.• 

Section 4. Section 80-6-llOTt MCAt is amended to. read: 

"80-&-1107. Restrictions on importing bees and 

equipT.ent. (1) No bee •ay be imported into the state of 

~ontann except under the provisions of this section. 

(2) frior to the importation of any bee, the importer 

mus~ file a co•pleteU application form as required in 

subsection (2) of 80-6-1105 ~nd arrange an dpproxi~ate date 

and time for inspection. 

(3) Ev@ry imported bee must be shipped ~*~ee~~y-~e-the 

e~~~ff~~8~+oft-t~bore~o~~-~o-ee-e~~+ne~-fe~--~ft~es~e~~on--by 

~rs~~e~--er--pa~he~e"~ tQ_a_~1QL4g§~kilitX-~~Lguat~a_hx 

ae~~LtW~Qt ___ cul§ __ _[QL ___ ~mQliog__-~L~Q~e~• Prior to 

certification. each bee£ Aft~-assoe+a~e~-tren~per~-e~+~aent 

~~e~+-~e-qaarent+fte~-~-~fte-~~&eretory ~aotaioac~n~_pie~2 
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gf ___ a :;:;o.:lat.e~_eQ.Llii2UieDL--IIIIU-bi!-...Q.UilUil1.i.~1....tbil 

l1eilQD~t.ed_u.o~:age..~.LU· 

(4) No bee .ay be imported except in loose cells or as 

adults. No bee may be imported in a drilled board• soda 

straw9 or other equip.ent that prevents adequate inspection 

of t.h~ bee. 

{5) A representative sample of the population of bees 

imported shall be inspected as the oasis for certification• 

{6) No pgrson may import used equipeent or nesting 

m.e~t.eri al S• 

( 7) No bee may be 

require•ents for certification 

11at.• 

certified 

provided 

unless all other 

in 60-6-1105 are 

Section 5. Section 80-6-1106, MCA, is dmended to read: 

•ao-6-1108. Restrictions on the redring. moving, and 

trap~inq of bees. {1) No oerson ~ay rear any bee in a 

d£111~~--~aaL~-_QL__a nesting material from which samples of 

loose larval cells cannot readily be obtained. 

(2) No person may move any quarantined bee or 

equip~ent except by special permit issued bv the department. 

(3) No person n•ay wild trap or attempt to wild trap 

bees unl~ss that oer~on has been issued a permit for such 

activity in a~cordance with rules adopted by the 

deoar-~lflent." 

~ta_Sftll~• Section 6. Effective dnte. This act is 

-6-
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48th LegiSlature u: 1268/01 
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Approved by Co~ittee 
on Agrivulture Livestock 
&; Irrigation 

~- BILL NO. :J'S£ 

J·~~~t: ;:::f::;'..-L-
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A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: •AN ACT TO GENERALLY REVISE THE 

LAWS RELATING TO AlfALFA LEAF-CUTTING BEESi AMENDING 

SECTIONS 80-6-1102o 80-6-1103, 80-6-1105, 80-6-1107o AND 

80-6-1108, ~A; AND PROVIDING AN INNEOIATE EFFECTIVE DATE.• 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

s~ctfon 1. Section ao-6-1102, MCA• is amended to read: 

•ao-6-1102. Definitions. As used in this part, the 

following definitions apply: 

(1) •See• .aans any stage in the life cycle of a bee 

of the species Megachile rotundata (F), co.monly known as 

the alfalfa leaf-cutting bee. 

(2) "Certification• ~ans the process of analyzing 

bees and equip•ent by the departDent to deterMine whether 

they ~eet the required health standards. 

(3) •com•ittee• means the alfalfa leaf-cutting bee 

advisory co~mittee es~abllshed in 2-15-3005. 

L.!t.l-~tJliL-PAl.ll~- eeans agy ge.c.s_oo wbg bAS,_ji 

I:.IID!.Us;.t_.t.iW:IIIllilliltL.ill.UJ.LL.~ull..s;..tll~ll..llJ:llii.IIJ:UJ.bii:Lbil 

dllai-DIIt-IIMD-II.t-I;I!DtLnls 

f4tLSl •oepart.ant• •eans the depar~ment of 
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agriculture established in 2-15-3001. 

fSiLi! "Equipment• •eans grooved boards, shelters, 

trays, incubators, cell removers9 tumblers. and other 

apparatus used In rearing bees • 

t6tLll •Nesting ~aterlals• Means equlpmen~, la•inates, 

and other apparatus used in nesting bees. 

t~tLal •Parasite• aeans an organls- living In or on 

any stage of the alfalfa leaf-cutting bee oQtalning 

nutriMent fro• the body of the bee. 

f8t1!1 "Pathogen• Means an organis•, parasitic or 

otherwise, that causes disease in the alfalfa leaf-cutting 

bee. 

f9tL.l.Ol •Person• Means an individual, association, 

partnership. or corporation. 

t~9tLlll "Wild trap• .sans to trap bees on property not 

owned by the trapper.• 

section 2. Section 80-&-1103, MCA~ is aeended to read: 

•ao-&-1103. Department responsibilities-- adoption of 

rules. Ill The depart11ent Is respons i b 1 e for the 

administration of this part. 

(21 The department shall by rule adopt minimu• 

standards for the presence of pathogens and parasites in 

bees to be certified, Imported, and possessed or controlled 

in th~ state of Montana. 

(3) The oepartment •ay enter into agreements with 

-2- S E C 0 N D READING 
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other governmental aqencies or private associations fn 

carrying out the provisions o~ this part• 

~4) In perforMing its duties under this part• the 

depart~~tent 11ay: 

(a) enter upon any public or private pre~ises to 

inspect and sample bees or equipMent that ~ay be diseased or 

contaMinated by parasites; 

(b) quarantine an, bees or equipMent found to be 

tnfected or conta•in~ted with pathogens at a level exceeding 

certification standards; 

[c) order the disinfection or destruction of any bees 

or equl~nt that Is Infected or conta.inated with parasites 

or pathogens and that does not •eet certification standards. 

(5) (a) Whenever the depart•ent has reasonable cause 

to believe a person is in possession of anJ diseased or 

parasitic bee or equlpaent or otherwise possesses any bee or 

equlp~ent in violation of-this par~ or rules adopted under 

it• the depart•ent lliay order a quarantine for not 111ore than 

30 days of the suspected bees or equlp•e-nt and Hy require 

iinY person In poss..,.slon of such bees or equlpeent to hold 

ttl- under specified conditione until not:lfhod otherwiSe in 

writing by the depart•wnt:. 

{b) The d~..-t: i:tlttH n>'l..as-.. '*'Y quarantine or 

otder t·o ftol'd b4!nrs ~·Jw M&,Jhce -&o ddflC:t;..dLHU• J·Q ,;my 

-3-
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gg __ aau!~aod upon a finding tnat the bees and equipment 

sre-~~eese-free-e"d are possessed in co•pliance with this 

part.• 

~ectfon 3• Section 80-6-1105, MCA• is amended to read: 

•eo-6-1105. Alfalfa leaf-cutting bees -- inspection 

certification -- fees. tl) No person •ay l•port• possess. or 

control alfalfa leaf-cuttfnq bees in the state of Montana 

unless the bees a~e certified annually. as p~ovided in this 

section. 

(2) To certify bees, a person must fil~ a completed 

application ~orm provided by the depart.ent together with 

the certification fee prescribed by the departMent. The 

applicant must provide at least the following: 

(a) name and place of residence; 

(b, the general location and nu•ber of bees to be 

registered; and 

tct other relevant lnfor.atlon as may be required by 

depart11ent rule. 

(31 After receipt of an application for certification. 

a sample of the total population of bees to be c·ertlfied 

shall be selec~e~ by the depart•ent or its agent io a Manner 

prescrlb-..d by ~he otep•rt:.....,to The sa~~ple shall be Inspect-ed 

for pa~hogens and-parasites. If no pathogens o~ perasit•s in 

exc.ess of cenlfic-ilt.ion Standards are found., t.he sa~~pl-e 

shall be l"ei><IP.,otd-"<t+,..,ese-fP- ~f.i&lL as t.o tQ!! 

-~-
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~J:llll cl.411L-~.1A.U• 

('>) When the departMent has In its possession a 

completed application form. a certification fee. and a 

report that the sample +9-d~ese-#ree ~ 'ertificatigg 

~Aada~dS• It may issue a certlfl~ate for the bees. 

(51 The departMent shall specify the data by Nhich any 

appli~ant •ust apply for recertification the following year. 

Ap~l ic'31tlons for reee~~+f+ee~+en certjflcatlgo received 

after the date specified shall be assessed a penalty equal 

to 10% of the applicable certification fee buX_ogt_a~ee4LQg 

ISO·• 
section 4• Section SG-6-1107, MCA, is amended to. read: 

"BG-6-1107. Restrictions on l•portlng bees and 

equip~ent. (1) No bee •ay be Imported into the state of 

Montann except under the provisions of this section. 

(2) Prior to the IMportation of any bee, the Importer 

must file a co•pleted application form as required in 

subsection (2) of 80-6-1105 and arrange an dpproxi~ate date 

and ti.n~ for inspection. 

(3) Every iMported bee Must be shipped d+~ee~y-ee-the 

e~~~+~?es~+en-~nbftre~ory-~o-be-exe.?ft~-fe•--tn#es~a~+en--by 

pe~e~ee,--er--pe~e~ft' 12-4-StALaQa fa~!lltx~~taa-b¥ 

da~aLtWBDt---Lule__-LQL ___ ~iog ~ur~g~~· Prior to 

cP.rtiflcation. each beea &ft~--~ee+e~d-~renspo~~-e~+~•e"~ 

~he~-~e-qaerent+ned-et-ehe-+~&er8tary ~gotaio&L._aad__pia~ 
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gf _ __au.su:lat.ed--e.quj.pllent wu•t bL guarant i DJUI--il:L-t.b.e. 

aastgoatad-~tatAga-~LtJ· 

(41 No bee aay be Imported except in loose cells or as 

adults. No bee •ay be i•ported in a drilled board. soda 

straw9 or other equipaent that prevents adequate Inspection 

of the bee. 

t5J A representative sa•ple of ~he population of bees 

Imported shall be Inspected as the basis for certification. 

(b) No person may i-port used equipment or nesting 

IQ.ateri al s. 

(71 No bee !Ray be certified unless all other 

requlre~ents for certification provided in 60-6-1105 are 

met.• 

Section 5. Section SG-6-1108• HCA• is a~ended to read: 

•so-6-1106. Restrictions on the rearing. •oving, and 

trapping of bees. (1) No person may rear any bee in a 

dclll~~--baacdL-UL--B nesting material fro• which samples of 

loose larval cells cannot readily be obtained. 

(ZJ ~o person may euve any quarantined bee or 

equip~ent except by special permit Issued by the department• 

(31 No person 10ay wild trap or atteiBpt to wild trap 

bees unless that person has been Issued a 

activity in accordance with rules 

depart.ment•" 

per•it for such 

adopted by the 

~fW-SEtll~£ Section b. Effective date. This act Is 

-6-
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A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: •AN ACT TO GENERALLY REVISE THE 

LAWS RfLATING TO ALFALFA LEAF-CUTTING BEES; AI4ENDING 

SECTIONS 80-6-1102, B0-6-1103t 80-6-1105t 80-6-1107, ANO 

80-6-1108t "CA; AND PROVIDING AN IMMEDIATE EFFECTIVE DATe.• 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE Of HONTAHA: 

s~ction 1. Section 80-6-1102• MCA• is amended to read: 

•ao-6-1102. Definitions. As used in ~his part• the 

following definitions apply: 

flJ •Bee• .eans any stage in the life cycle of a bee 

of the species Megachile rotundata (f)• com~only known as 

the alfalfa leaf-cutting bee. 

(l) •certification• ~ans the process of analyzing 

bees and equ i paent by the departtnent to deter•i ne ..-hether 

they meet the required health standards. 

(3) •Com•lttee• .eans the alfalfa leaf-cutting bee 

advisory co~mittee established in 2-15-3005. 

L~l--:~~La• goJJJ~- eeans agy person wbg b~a 

~Dt.UI:L~lliOiiU-aJ.fill~Ud..I:;CII~D..IlLIUIU.t.lf.J..bilt..be 

dliiiL.DIIt..-Qidi-Sit.-~Dt.J:lll.a 

t4tL1l •Depart~nt· •eans the departMent of 
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agriculture established in Z-15-3001· 

t§t16l •Equipment• •eans grooved boards, shelters., 

trays. Incubators, cell re~overs. tu•blers, and other 

apparatus used in rearing bees. 

t6tLll •Nesting materials• ~ans equipment, la•inates, 

and other apparatus used in nesting bees. 

t~tL&l •Parasite- .eans an organls• living in or on 

any stage of the alfalfa leaf-cutting 

nutriMent fro• the body of the bee. 

bee ol>taini ng 

f8t121 •Pathogen• .eans an organis•, parasitic or 

o~herwise, that causes disease in the alfalfa leaf-cutting 

bee. 

t9t.U.lU •Person• .eans an lndividualt association, 

pa~tnership, or corporation. 

t~~tLlll •wild trap• Means to trap bees on property not 

owned by the trapper.• 

Section 2. Section eo-&-1103• HCA, is a~nded to read: 

•ao-6-1103. DepartMent responsibilities-- adoption of 

rules. ( 1) The departMent is responsible for the 

adminlstr~tion of this part. 

( 2) The department shall by rule adopt ~ini•u• 

standards for the presence of pathogens and parasites in 

bees to be certified, iMported, and possessed or controlled 

in th~ state of "ontana. 

(3) The aep~rtment aay enter into agreeMents with 

-z- T H l R D R E A D I N G 
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other governmental aqencies or private associations in 

carrylnq out the provisions of this part. 

(~) In per~or•lng its duties under this part• the 

department 11ay1 

(aJ enter upon any public or private premises to 

inspect and sample bees or equipMent that May be diseased or 

contaMinated by parasites; 

(bJ quarantine any bees or equip.ent found to be 

infected or contaMinated with pathogens at a level exceeding 

certification standards; 

Cc) order the disinfection or destruction of any bees 

or equip.ent that Is tn*ected or contaainated with parasites 

or pathogens and th~ doas not .set certification standards. 

(5) caJ Whenever the departaent has reasonable cause 

to believe a person Is in possession of any diseased or 

par3si tic bee or equlp.-nt or otherwise possesses any bee or 

equipaent in Violation of this part or rules adopted under 

itt the department •ay order a quarantine for not •ore than 

30 days o~ the suspected bees or equip~nt and .ay require 

any person ln possession of such bees or equlp•ent to hold 

the• under specified conditions until notified otherwise in 

writinq by the department. 

(.bJ The depart-nt shall release any quarantine or 

order to hold bees URDD-tba fajlyre to dete't dl5ea$e iq aoJ 

~al-&a.ale pf bees&-as prqwjded hJ depaLtaeot rylee gr 
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QQ __ eg~!p~got aoa upon a finding that the bees and equipment 

a•e-~sease-~ee-end are possessed in co•pliance with this 

part.• 

Section 3. Section 80-6-llOS, ~CAw is aMended to read: 

"S0-6-1105. Alfalfa leaf-cuttinq bees -- inspection 

certification -- fees. (1, No person •ay l•port• possess• or 

control alfalfa leaf-cuttlnq bees In the state of Montana 

unless the bees are certified annually. as provided in this 

section. 

(ZJ To certify bees, a person must tile a coMpleted 

application form provided by the depart•ent together with 

the certification fee prescribed by the depart•ent. The 

applicant must provide at least the following: 

{at name and place of residence; 

(b) the general location and nu•ber of bees to be 

reg I steredJ and 

(c) other relevant inforMation as •ay be required by 

depart111ent rule. 

(3J After receipt of an application for certification, 

a sample of the total population of bees to be certified 

shall be selected by the depart-ant or its agent ln a aanner 

prescribed by the depart.ent. The sa~le shall be inspected 

for pathogens and parasites. If no pathogens or parasites in 

excess of certification standards are found• the saaple 

shall be repot"'~ett--c!l+ttttiMte-.,pee ~L.ieJL. as tg -tJ:lil 
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illllll:lllltin~ll· 

{~) When the depa~tment has in its possession a 

coMpleted application for•• a certification fee, and a 

report that the sample +s-d+sea~e~ ~ certification 

sLand4~da• It may issue a certificate for the bees. 

(S) The depart.ent shall specify the date by which any 

applicant •ust apply for recertification the following year. 

Appli~ations for reee~-+f+ee~eft ~actiflcatlon received 

after the date specified shall be assessed a penalty equal 

to lOt of the applicable certification tee RYt-o~.al&eedlng 

no.• 
Section 4• Section 80-6-1107• MCA. is amended to. read: 

•eo-6-1107. Restrictions on !•porting bees and 

aqulpcent. Cl) No bee aay be l•ported Into the state of 

Montana except under the provisions of this section• 

(2) Prior to the i•portation of any bee, the iMporter 

~ust file a coapleted application for• as required in 

subsection (2) of 80~6-1105 and arrange an approxi~ate date 

and time to~ Inspection. 

(1) Every i~ported bee •ust be shipped e+Pee~~y-~e-~~ 

ee~~f~~es~Ten-+sboretory-~o-~-eM&a+fted-feP--Pn~e~te~~n--by 

~ra.t~es--er--pe~ogens tA-il-!l~e fAcl!lt¥~!Qaa~ 

Ugac.t.meot rule tor sagrl1o9 pyrgpas.. PrIor to 

certification. each beea eftd-e~+e~~-~rensper~-e~T~~~ 

fl'leH-•e-'1"""..,~;-"ee-M-~~--t!'lt""'"'"PY '-liiiUioU• aod puu;e 
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Qf ___ oaagclated eguipwept •ust be_ quarantined nt__tbe 

~QDated-~E:ae&-facillt¥• 

(4) No bee .ay be IMported except in loose cells or as 

adults. No bee •ay be l•ported in a drilled board, soda 

straw, or other equip.ent that prevents adequate Inspection 

of the bae. 

(5) 

Imported 

(6) 

materIals. 

(7) 

A representative sa•ple of the population of bees 

shall be lnspec~ed as the basis for certification. 

No person may i•port used equip•ent or nesting 

No bee May be certified unless all other 

requira•ents fo~ certification provided in So-6-1105 are 

Nfe1: • II 

Section s. Section 8Q-6-ll08t MCAw is a•ended to read: 

•so-6-1108. Restrictions on the rearing, •oving 9 and 

trapping of bees. (1) No person •ay rear any bee in a 

dLll~d--b~l:d-~~nesting material fro• which saaples of 

loose larval cells cannot readily be obtained• 

fl) No person may ~ove any quarantined bee or 

equipment except by special per~it issued bv the depart~nt• 

(3) No per~on •ay wild trap or a~tempt to wild trap 

bees unl~ss that per~on has been issued a perMit for such 

activity in accordance with rules adopted by the 

department.• 

~~~-iftilO~a Section bo Effective date. This act is 
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SENATE BILL NOo 355 

I~TRODUCED BY OCHSNER, KOLSTAD, LEE, ETCHART, MCCALLUM, 

ASAY, ELLISO~, HANSON, SHONTZ, THOFT, HOLLIDAY 

BY REQ~EST OF THE DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: •AN ACT TO GENERALLY REVISE THE 

LAWS RELATING TO ALFALFA LEAF-CUTTING BEES; AMENDING 

SECTIONS 80-6-1102, 80-6-1103, 80-6-1105, 80-6-1107• ANO 

80-6-llOB, I'ICA; AND PROVIDING AN IMMEDIATE EFFECTIVE DATE.• 

BE IT E~ACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section l• Section 80-6-1102, HCA, is amended to read: 

•eo-6-llOZ. Definitions. As used in this part. the 

following definitions apply: 

(1) •Bee• Means any stage in the life cycle of a bee 

of tne species Hegachile rotundata (F), co .. only known as 

the alfalfa leaf-cutting bee. 

(2) •certification• .eans the process of analyzing 

bees and equlp•ent by the department to deter•lne whether 

they ~eet the required health standards. 

(3) •com.ittee• ~ans the alfalfa leaf-cut~lng bee 

advisory committee established in 2-15-3005. 

Lil--~t~gm __ OQlllna1g~__agans any ~LiQQ~_b~~ 

l;l!atc.ac.t._t.g_OQllillil.tJl..Alfal!L.ii.AeiL=~-llJ:QQe(ty that l:w 

da•~-Dl!t_Q~D-QJ:_~;Uo!.J:Qla 
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1.,L~ •oepart•ent• ~neans the depart-nt o£ 

agricutture established In 2-15-3001. 

tStL61 •EquipMent• aeans grooved boards, shelters, 

trays, incubators, cell removers, tumblers, and other 

apparatus used In rearing bee&. 

f6tLll •Nesting materials• .sans equlp•ent 9 1a•inates 9 

and other apparatus used in nesting bees. 

t~tLBl •Parasite• •eans an organism living in or on 

any stage of the alfalfa leaf-cutting bee obtaining 

nutriment from the body of th~ bee. 

f8ti21 •Pathogen• ~ans an organfs•, parasitic or 

otherwise. that causes disease in the alfalfa leaf-cutting 

bee. 

f9tLlQl •Person• .eans an Individual, association 9 

partnership, or corporation. 

ft8t11li •wild tra~• .eans to trap bees on property not 

owned by the trapper.• 

Section 2. Section 80-6-1103, "CA, is amended to read: 

"80-6-1103. Oepart•ent responsibilities-- adoption of 

rules. (1) The depart~nent is responsible for the 

ad•lnistratlon of this part. 

( 2) The department shall by rule adopt minimu• 

standards for the presence of pathoqens and parasites in 

bees to be certified• imported, and oossessed or controlled 

in the state of Montana. 

-2- sa 355 
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(3) The departaent may enter into agreeMents ~ith 

oth~r governmental agencies or private associations in 

carrying ou~ the provisions of this part. 

(~) In perforMing its duties under this part, the 

depart.ent may: 

(a) enter upon any public or private pre~ises to 

inspect and sample bees or equipment that may be diseased or 

cont~lnated by parasites; 

(b) quarantine any bees or equipment found to be 

infected or contaMinated with pathogens at a level exceeding 

certification standards; 

(C) order the disinfection or destruction of any bees 

or equipment that is infected or contaminated with parasites 

or pathogens and that dOes not meet certification standards. 

f~) (a) Whenever the depart•ent has reasonable cause 

to believe a person is in possession of any diseased or 

parasitic bee or equip•ent or otherwise possesses any bee or 

equipment in violatton of tnis part or rules adopted under 

~~. the depart•ent may order a quarantine for not more than 

30 days of the suspected bees or equipMent and may require 

any person In possession of such be~s or equipNent to hold 

the~ under specified conditions until notified otherwise in 

writing by the depart•ent. 

(b) The depart•ent sball release any quarantine or 

order to hold bees uggo_Lbe faily~tn-dete~t-dlASaae in any 
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Qffl~ial-~~-af bees. as_a£Px•aed bX-deQaLt~-LY1~Q£ 

QD __ eQu!~~ad upon a finding that tne bees and equip.ent 

ere-d+~ee§e-~~ee-e~d are possessed In compliance with this 

part.• 

Section 3. Section 80-6-1105• MCA• is a•ended to read: 

•so-6-llOS. Alfalfa leaf-cutting bees -- inspection 

certification -- fees. (1) No person may i•port• possess. or 

control alfalfa leaf-cutting bees in the state of Montana 

unl@SS the bees are certified annually• as provided in this 

section. 

(2) To certify bees 9 a person must file a completed 

ap~lication form provided by the depart•ent together with 

the certification fee prescribed by the departaent. The 

applicant must provide at least the following: 

(aJ name and place of residence; 

(b' the general location and nu•ber of bees to be 

registered; and 

(c} other relevant Information as may be required by 

depart•ent rule. 

43) After receipt of an application for certification. 

a sample of the total population of bees to be certified 

shall be selected by the departaent or its agent in a manne~ 

prescribed by the depart .. nt. The sample shall be inspected 

for pathogens and parasites. If no pathogens or parasites in 

excess o~ certifica~ion standards are found• the sa•ple 

-~- SB 355 
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shall oe ~e'&P~ee---~~ea•e-4ree ~Ltifie~-~~be 

agg~~~iat~-~a~~· 

(4) When the depart•ent has in its possession a 

coMpleted application form, a certification feet and a 

report that the sa•ple +s-d+seese-free aee~-~ectlflcatign 

Atan~~d~· It may issue a certificate for the bees. 

(5) The depart•ent Shall specify the date by which any 

ap?licant must apply for recertification the following year. 

Applic.r!itions for ~eeer~+f+ee~+on ~eL~ifica~ received 

after the dat~ specified sha'l be asse5sed a penalty equal 

to ta~ of the applicable certtficatlon fee b~-Dat~ediog 

~a.n 

Section~. Section ao-6-1107, HCAt Is a_.nded to read: 

•eo-6-1107. Restrictions on iiRporting bees and 

equipnent. (1) No bee may be i~ported into the state of 

~ontana except unde~ the provisions of this section. 

(2) Prior to the i•portation of any bee9 the importer 

must file a completed application for• as required in 

subsection (2) of 80-6-1105 and arrange an approximate date 

and time for Inspection. 

(l) Every i•por~ed bee ~ust be shipped d+~ee~~y-to-ehe 

ee~~~•ea•+e"-~e&o~~ory-~o-ee-~e~ned-~&~--+n~e~~a~~e~--by 

~eres+~~--e~--pe~hegefts t~-a_~~~-~ilit¥-d~~~ 

di!llil~t.~«nt __ ..Lu.llt..-~-...:;.illll!llng_gw;~~· Prior to 

certifi~ation 9 each bee& and-e~~ee+e~ed-~en~~e~~-e~~+~~en~ 
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~~8+t-oe-~~erftn~+ne~-et-~~e-~eeere~ry ~pntajn~&Qd_~ 

gt_ __ ~~~g,iat£d---~QU1Qaent ___ mu~~a__QU4Lantinad--At--thP 

de~ignatedL~2Ca~-~ll~· 

(4) No bee •ay be i•ported except in loose cells or as 

adults. No bee ~ay be i•ported in a drilled boardt soda 

straw. or other equipment that prevents adequate insPection 

of th9 bee. 

(5) A representative sample of the population of bees 

i~ported shall be inspected as the basis for certificat·ion. 

(6) No per5on may import used ~quipment or nesting 

materials. 

(7) No bee May be certified unless all other 

require~ents for certification provided Jn 80-b-1105 are 

met.• 

Section 5. Section 80-6-1108, MCA 9 is amended to read: 

•so-6-1108. R~strlctions on the rearing. moving. and 

trapping of bees. (1) No person may rear any bee in a 

Q~!lle~--bgaLd __ gc __ a nestin9 material from which sa~les of 

loo~e larval cells cannot readily be obtained. 

{l) No per~on May move any quarantined bee or 

equipment except by special perMit Issued by the depart•ent. 

(3) No person mat wild trap or attempt to wild trap 

bees unl~ss that person has been issued a 

activity In accordance vith rules 

dej)artment.• 
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~fW-SEkilllB. Section 6. Effecti~e date. This act is 

2 effective on passage and approval. 

-End-
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