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INTRODUCED BY REGAN, 
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IN TUE SENATE 

Introduced and referred to 
Committee on Judiciary. 

Committee recommend bill do 
pass. Report adopted. 

Bill printed and placed on 
members• desks. 

Second reading, do pass. 

Correctly engrossed. 

Third reading, passed. Ayes, 
49J Noes, o. Transmitted to 
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Introduced and referred to 
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concurred in. Report adopted. 

Second reading, concurred in. 

Third reading, concurred in. 
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o BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: 0 AN ACT TO INCLUDE AS A ME~bER 

OF A FOSTER CARE REVIEW COHMITTEE TH< FOSTER PARENT ~F THE 

CHILO WHOSE CARF IS U~OER REVIE~; AMENDING SECTION 41-5-807, 

MC.A.." 

BF IT ENACTED BV THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF HONTANA: 

~ection 1. Section 41-5-BC7• MC~t is amended to read: 

~41-~-807. Foster care review committee. (1) In every 

JUdicial district the youth court judqe, in consultation 

with the r1enartment.. Shall ap~oi nt 3 foster care relfi ew 

committeP. fh€>: members of the committee must be -,.ill ing to 

act without ccmpens3tlon. The committee shall be composP.d of 

not less than f~~r fi~e or more th~n seven members. The 

mPmher; shall include: 

(a) a representative of the oeoartMent; 

(b} a r~presentative of the youth court; 

(cl ~o~one Knowledqeable in the needs of children in 

foster care rlacements who is not em~1oyea by t~e department 

or tha vouth court; &~d 

(d) a reoresentative of a local school dist.rict .. .a._a.w:J. 

i~~--if_tneca_l~_goe£_tne_fo~teL-gaL£ot __ gt __ tne__~~ 

~o~~-~a£~-ls_uooec_c~¥1~--Ibe-f~~~eL_DaL~1~s-aa~ni~W£nt 
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(Z) when a chi 1 d is in foster care under the 

:!.Uperv is ion of the department or the youth court or if 

payment for care i 5 Dade pursuant to 41-3-104 or 

41-5-801(2) 9 tne committee shall conduct a review of ~he 

foster care status of the cnild. The review •ust be 

conducted within a time limit established by the department. 

Tn~ time limit must comply with federal law and may not be 

later than the 12-month anniversary date of the child•s 

placement into foster care. 

(3) The department shall provide the committee with 

guidelines for operation of the co~ittee. Within 30 days of 

the foster care review.. the committee shdll pro11ide the 

youtn court and the department a ~ritten report of its 

findi1qs and recommendations for further action by the youth 

court or tne denartment. 

(4) The department shall adopt rules necessary to 

carry out the purposes of this section. 

(5) Because of the individual i)rivacy involved• 

meetinqs of the committee 9 reports of the co11mittee .. and 

information on individuals• cases s,ared oy comini tte~ 

members is confi~ential and &ubject to the contiaentiality 

requ i rernents of th~ deoart.-nent. 

court 

16) The cotJ,mittee is subject to the call of the youth 

judse t~ meet and confer with him on all matters 
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1 oertainino to the foster care of a child before the youth 

2 court." 

-End-
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1 1 

l INTROOUCED BY 2 

l 3 

4 A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: •AN ACT TO INCLUDE AS A MEMBER 4 

5 OF A FOSTER CARE REVIEW COMMITTEE THE FOSTER PARENT OF THE 5 

6 CHILD WHOSE CARE IS UNDER REVIEW; AMENDING SECTION 41-5-807• 6 

7 MCA.• 1 

~ 8 

9 BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE Of THE STATE OF MONTANA: 9 

10 ~ectlon 1. Section ~1-5-801. MCAt is amended to read: 10 

11 ''41-5-807. Foster care review committee. (1) In every 11 

12 judicial district the youth court judge, in consultation 12 

n with the department. shall appoint a foster care review 13 

14 committee. The members of the committee must be willing to 14 

1' act without compensation. The committee shall be composed of 15 

16 not less than fe~~ tixe or more than seven member5• The 16 

17 m~mber 'i shall include: 17 

1~ (a) a representative of the department; 18 

19 (b) a representative of the youth court; 19 

20 (c) someone knowledqeable in the needs of children in 20 

21 foster care placements who Is not e~ployed by the department 21 

22 or th~ youth court; eftd 22 

23 (d) a reoresentative of a local school districtw~_a~ 23 

24 iBl-lL:tllece.J.LmlB£..:tlle_f<l~:teL-llilLellL-<11-:tllB..__s;bll.ll 24 

zo; .n~e_~a~e-l~wo~et-LB~lew. IhB..fQ~:tBL-o~~-~DLmen:t 25 
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(21 When a child is in foster care under the 

superYision of the depQrteent or the youth court or if 

pay111ent for care Is made pursuant to 41-3-104 or 

41-5-801C2J• the committee shall conduct a review of ~he 

foster care status of the child. The review •ust be 

conducted ~ithin a tiMe limit established by the depart.ent. 

Tn~ tiMe limit must coRply with federal law and May not be 

later than the 12-month anniversary date of the child•s 

plac~ent into foster care. 

(3) The depart111ent shall provide the co••lttee with 

guidelines for operation of the comMittee. Within 30 days of 

the foster care review. the committee shall provide the 

youth cour-t and the department a l'fr'" i tten r-eport of- its 

findings and recommendations for further action by the youth 

court or the department. 

(4) The department shall adopt rules necessary to 

carry out the purposes of this section. 

(5) Because of the individual privacy I nvolved• 

meetinqs of the committee, reports of the committee, ~nd 

inforMation on individuals• cases s~ared by committee 

members Is confidential and subject to the confiaentiality 

requireMents of the department. 

(b) fhe committee is subject to the call of the youth 

court jud~e to meet and confer with him on all matters 

-2- S E C 0 N D READ IN( 
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I NTROOUCE 0 BY 

~ BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: •AN ACT TO INCLUDE AS A MEMBER 

OF A FOSTER CARE REVIEW COMMITTEE THE FOSTER PARENT OF THE 

CHILD WHOSE CARE IS UNDER REVIEW; AMENDING SECTION 41-5-801• 

,.CA.• 

BF IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

~ectlon 1. Section ~1-5-807, ~CA, is a•endad to read: 

"41-5-807• Foster care ~eview committee. (1) In every 

judicial district the youth court judge, in consultation 

with ~he departMent, shall appoint a foster care review 

co•~ittee. The Re•bers of the committee •ust be Milling to 

act without co~pensatlon. The c~ittee shall be composed of 

not less than •e•r fixe or more th~n seven members. The 

m~~bers shall include: 

(a) a representative o~ the depart•ent; 

(b) a representative of the youth court; 

(c) so~one knowledgeable in the needs of children in 

foster care placements who Is not eMployed by the department 

oc the youth court; eftd 

(d) a reoresentatlve of a local school district•l-aad 

iel-lL:tbi:~llllll.a..ltw-flUtJIL-Ilili:&DL_gf_tbe cb 1 .La 

~~~aL2-1S-UDde£-L2K!ew. The fosteL_pareat•s aggglntDeDt 
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( 2) When a child Is in fos~er care under the 

supervision of the department or the youth court or if 

payMent for care Is aade pursuant to 41-3-104 or 

41-5-80lC2)9 the committee shall conduct a review of the 

foster care status of the child. The review .ust be 

conducted within a ti•e li•it established by the depart~nt. 

The ti~e li•it •ust co•ply with federal law and .ay not be 

later than the 12-MOnth anniversary date of the child•s 

placeMent into foster care. 

(3) The depart11ent shall provide the co1111ittee with 

guidelines for operation of the co .. lttee. Within 30 days of 

the foster care review, the coMmittee shall provide the 

youth court and the depart•ent a written report of its 

findings and reco .. endations ~or further action by the youth 

court or the depart•ent. 

('t) The departaent shall adopt rules necessary to 

carry out the purposes of this section. 

(5) Because of the Individual privacy I nvolved• 

meetings of the committee, reports of the co•Mittee 9 and 

infor•atlon on Individuals• cases shared by committee 

members Is confidential and subject to the confidentiality 

requireMents of the department. 

(6) The committee is subject to the call of the youth 

court judge to ~eet and confer with hiM on all .atters 

-2- T H I R D R E A D I N G 
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SENATE BILL NOo 352 

INTRODUCED BY REGAN• 

DOVER• NAZUREK 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: •AN ACT TO INCLUDE AS A NENBER 

OF A FOSTER CARE REVIEW CONNITTEE THE FOSTER PARENT OF THE 

CHILD ~HOSE CARE IS UNDER REVIEW; AMENDING SECTION ~1-5-807• 

"'"·· 
BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISlATURE OF THE STATF OF NONTANA: 

Section 1. Section 41-S-SOlt MCAt is a•ended to read: 

·~I-5-807. Foster care ~eview co••lttee. (1) In every 

judicial district the youth court judge, in consultation 

with the departft&nt. shall appoint a foster care review 

co.-lttee. The m~bers of the ca.•ittee must be willing to 

act without co•pensatlon. The co.aittee shall be co.posed of 

not less than ~Hr f~ or eore than seven .eabers. The 

•e•bers shall include: 

(a) a representative of the department; 

(b) a representative o~ the youth court; 

(c) so.aone knowledgeable In the needs of children In 

foster care place~ents who is not eaployed by the departaen~ 

or the youth court; aftd 

(1) a representative of a local school district•~ 
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MbQ~e_~ore is unde( rexiav• Ibe fos~ar paceot•a apppigtaent 

LA-affll~lxi-A!ll¥-~d dyr!ng_tb.S rexlew. 

(Z) When " child Is 

supervision of the depart.ent 

in foster care under the 

or the youth cour~ or If 

pay•ant for care Is .ade pursuant to ~1-3-10~ or 

~1-5-801(21• the co .. lttee shall conduct a review of the 

foster care status of the cnild. The ra.lew .ust be 

conducted within a tl .. ll•lt established by the departeent. 

The ti•a ll•lt aust co~ly with federal law and aay not be 

later than the 12-•onth anniversary date of the child•s 

place.ent into foster care. 

(3) The depart-ant shall provide the ca .. lttee with 

guidelines for operation of the coeelttee. Within 30 days of 

the foster care review. the co .. lttee shall provide the 

youth court and the departaent a written report of Its 

flndl.1gs and reco-ndatlons for further action by the youth 

court or the depart•ent• 

(\J The depart .. nt shall adopt rules necessary to 

carry out the purposes of this section. 

(51 Becau5e of the Individual privacy involved• 

meetings of the c~fttee• ~epo~ts of the co .. ittee. and 

infor•ation on Individuals• cases shared by ea.•ittee 

ae•bers Is confidential and subject to the confidentiality 

require•ents of the department. 

(6) The eonaittee Is subject to the call of the youth 

-z- SB 35Z 
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1 court judge to •eet and con,er wtth hi• on all aatters 

z pertaining to the foster care of a child before the youth 

3 court.• 

-l!nd-
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