
SENATE BILL NO. 326 

!lM.'RODOCED BY BLAYLOCK, t--icCAM,UH, TOWE, VAN VM .. KF.NBURG 

Janu.,.ry :n, 1963 

February 8, 1983 

Fl!bruary 9, 1983 

Fahruary 10, 1983 

February 11, 1983 

FebrtJary 12, 1983 

February 14 , 19 S 3 

March 2, 1983 

March 3, 19~3 

IN THE SENATF. 

Introduced nnd r~f·~rred t-::~ 
Committee on .:rudici,'lry. 

Commit.te~ recot:'.mend bill do 
not pass. ~port adopt.ed. 

Bill printed a.nd placed on 
members • de:'\ks. 

Second reading, do pass. 

Correctly engrossed. 

'l'hird readinq, ptlsaed. Ayels, 
29~ 'tfoes, 19. Transmitted to 
!iOUS!i!, 

!N THE HOUSE 

Introduced and reft~rred to 
Committee on Judiciary. 

Committee recommend bill be 
concurred in as amended. 
Report adopted. 

Second r!l'ladinq, co:ncu.rred in. 

Third .reading, concurred in. 
Ayes, 86J Noes, 9. 



March 4, 1983 

March 5, 1993 

March 7, 1983 

IN THE SENATE 

Returned to Senate with 
amendments. 

S~cond re"ding, amar\dmenta 
concurred in. 

Third r~adinq, amendments 
concurred in. Ayes, 487 No~s, 
0. Sent. to enrolling. 

Reported correctly enrolled. 
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A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: •AN ACT TO SUBMIT TO THE 

QUAL1FIEO ELECTORS OF HONTANA AN AMENDMENT TO ARTICLE Yll• 

SECTION 11, OF THE MONTANA CONSTITUTION TO ALLOW THE MONTANA 

SUPREME COURT TO DISCIPLINE A JUSTICE OR JUDGE FOR VIOLATION 

OF CANONS OF JUDICIAL ETHICS ADOPTED BY THE COURT.• 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Ar~icle VII., section u. of the 

Constitution of the State of Montana is amended to read: 

•section 11. Removal and discipline. (l) The 

legislature shall create a judicial standards commiS5iun 

consisting of five persons and provide for the appointment 

thereto of two district judges, one attorney• dOd two 

citizens who are neithet judges nor attornays. 

(.Z) The commission shall investigate complaints, and 

mak-e oul es implementing this section. It JRay subpoena 

witn~sses and documents. 

(3) Upon recommendation of the co .. ission. the sup~eme 

court may: 

(a) Reti~e any justice or judye for disability that 

seriously in"t.erferes with the performance of his duties and 

25 is or aay become permanent; or 
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(b1 Censure, suspend, or remove any justice or judge 

for willful •isconduct in office. willful and persistent 

failure to perform his duties. yjglatjon of cgngns of 

iudicial gtbics adopted by "t.be suoreme court of the stdte of 

Montana. or habitual intemperance. 

(4) The proceedings of the comaission are confidential 

except as provided by statute.• 

Ntw SECTION. Section z. Effective date. If approvad 

by the electors at the general election to be held Nove~ber 

8 9 1983, this amendment shall become effective on that date. 

NEW SECTION. Section 3. Subaission to electorate. 

This amendment shall be sub•itted to the electors of the 

state of Kontana at the general election to De held No¥ember 

8 9 1983,. by printing on the ballot the full tit-le of this 

act and the following: 

c=)FoR aMending the Montana Constitution to allow the 

Montana Supreme Court to discipline judges for 

violating rules of judicial ethics adopted by tne 

c.ourt. 

[]AGAINST amending the Montana Constitution to allow 

the Montana Supreme Court to disCipline judges for 

violating rules of judicial ethics adopted by the 

coort. 

-End-

-2- I N T R 0 D U C E D B I L L 
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CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENT 
Judiciary committee 
recommends do not pass 
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A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: •AN ACT TO SUBMIT TO THE 

QUALIFIED ELECTORS OF MONTANA AN AMENDMENT TO ARTICLE VII• 

SECTION 11• OF THE MONTANA CONSTITUTION TO ALLOW THE MONTANA 

SUPREME COURT TO DISCIPLINE A JUSTICE OR JUDGE FOR VIOLATION 

JF CANONS OF JUDICIAL ETHICS ADOPTED BY THE COURT.• 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section t. Article Vlh section 11. of the 

Constitution of the State of Montana is amended to read: 

•section 11. Removal and discipline. (l) The 

Jegislatu~e shall create a judicial standards commission 

consisting of five persons and provide for the appointmen~ 

thereto of two district judges, one attorney. and two 

citizens who are neither judses nor attornays. 

(2) The commission shall investigate complaints., and 

;;1~ke rules implementing this section. It may subpoena 

witnzsses and documents. 

(3) Upon reco~mendation of the co-.ission, the supreme 

court may: 

Ca) Retire any justice or judse for disdbility thut 

seriously interferes with the performance of his duties and 

25 is or may beco111e permanent; or 
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(b) Censuree suspend, or remove any justice or judge 

for willful •i$Conduct in office, willful and persistent 

failure to perform hJs duties, yjg1atjgn of cangns gf 

judicial gthjcs adqpted by· the suprepe court of the st~te of 

Montana. or habitual intemperance. 

{4} The p~oceedlngs of the co .. ission are conCidential 

except as provided by statute.• 

HtH_SECTIUH. Section z. Effective date. If approv~d 

by the electors at the general election to be held Novembe~ 

s, 1983, this- amendment shall beco111e effective on that date. 

NEW $ECTJON. Section 3, Sub•ission to e 1 ector-ate. 

This amendment shall be sub•ttted to the electo~s of the 

state of Montana at the general election to be held November 

s, 1983, by printing-on the ballot the fulJ title of this 

act and the following: 

c=)FoR amending the Montana Constitution to allow the 

Montana Supreme Court to discipline judges for 

violating r-ules of judicial ethics adopted by t~le 

coort. 

0 AGAINST amending the Montana Constitution to allov 

the Montana SupreMe Court to disCipline judges for 

violating rules of judicial ethics adopted by the 

court. 

-End-

SECOND R E A D I N G 
-2- s6 3d~ 
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Constitutional Amendment 

~••u~ _7.d g; 
~~ .@:Lc. 
A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: •AN ACT TO SUBMIT TO THE 

QUALIFIED ELECTORS OF KDNTANA AN AMENDMENT TO ARTICLE VIIo 

SECTION llo OF THE MONTANA CONSTITUTION TO ALLOW THE MONTANA 

SUPREME COURT TO DISCIPLINE A JUSTICE OR JUDGE FOR VIOLATION 

OF CANONS OF JUDICIAL ETHICS ADOPTED BY THE COURT.• 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Article VII~ section 11. of the 

Constitution of the State of-Montana is amended to read: 

•section 11. Removal and discipline. (1) The 

legislature shall·-create a judicial standards co-ission 

consisting· of five pe..-sons and pnwide for the appointaent 

thereto of two district judges, one attorney• and two 

citizens who are neither judges nor at-torneys. 

(2) The co•mission shall investigate complaints, and 

1t1ake 1uleS imple.anting t.his section. It •ay subpoena 

witnesses and documents. 

(3) Upon reco.aendation of the co .. ission, the supreme 

court may: 

fa) Retire any· justice or judge- for disability that 

seriously ·interferes with the performance of his duties and 

25 is or· •ay beco•e permanent; or 
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-{b} ·censure, suspend, or ·remove any justice or judge 

tor willfUl •isconduc~ in office, will~ul and persistent 

failure to perfora··hls duties. •iqlatigg .pf caogQ§ gf 

judi t;i aJ· gtbi($ adopted by- the sugcen court of the stat.a pf 

Montana. or habitual intemperance. 

· ('tl The proceedings ·a~· the co-ission are con~idential 

except as provided by statute.• 

NEW SECitgu. Section 2. Effective date. lf approved 

by the electors at the general election to be held November 

a, 1983, this· amendwlent. shall beco- effective on that date. 

NEW SECTION. Section 3e Sub•iss.ion to electorate. 

This a.end•ent shall be sub•itted to the' electors o~ the 

state of Montana at'the- general election to be held Noveaber 

s. 1983, by printing on the ballot the ~ull title of this 

act and the foll.,..ing: 

0 FOR amending the Montana Constit.ut:ion to allow the 

Montana Supreme Court to discipline judges for 

violating rules of judicial ethics adopted by the 

court. 

[]AGAINST ~ending the Montana Constitution to· allow 

the Montana Supreae Court to dis~ipline judges for 

violating rules of judicial ethics adopted by the 

court. 

-End-

-2- T H I R D R E A D I N G 
__s_E__52G 
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HOUSE JUDICIARY COMMITTEE 
AMENDMENTS TO SB 326 
March 1, 1983 

1. Page 2, following line 23 
Insert: "Section 4. Coordination instruction. If HB 629 
introduced in the 48th Legislature is passed and approved, 
the date 'November 8, 1983', in sections 2 and 3 of this 
act is changed to 'November 6, 1984'." 

AND AS AMENDED 
BE CONCURRED IN 
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CONSTITUTIONAL AHENDMEN'; 

SEhATE BILL NOo 3Zc 

INT~OOUCED BY BLAYLOCK, MCCALLUM, TOWEo VAN VALKENBURG 

A Bill FUR AN ACT ENTITLF.D: "AN ACT TO SU3HIT TO THE 

QUALIFIED ELECTORS Of M~NTANA AN AP'IENOMENT TO ARTICLE VIIo 

SFCTIQ• llo OF THf MONTANA CONSTITUTION TO ALLOW HIE MONTANA 

SIJPRl•E COURT TO DISCIPLINE A JUSTICE OR JUDGE FOR VIOLATION 

Lf CA~ONS OF JUDICIAl ETHICS ADOPTED BY THE COURT.• 

~F IT E~ACTED ~y THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

~ection 1. Arti~le vii, ~e~t.i on 11. of the 

C~nstitution of the State of Montana is a~end~d to read: 

•section 11. ~e~oval and discipline. Ill The 

lrgislature shall create a judicial standards commission 

consi~ting of five persons and provide for the appointment 

t~ereto of two district judges., one attorney, and two 

clt.lzens who are neither ju-1yes nor attorneys. 

(?.) The commission shall investigate complaints., and 

make rules im~lementing this section. tt may subpoena 

wi tnct"Sse!i and documents. 

c 3) upon recommendation of thE!' commission, tne supremq. 

co~rt n~y: 

{1) Retire any justice or jud9e for disability that 

sPrioJsly interferes w'th the performance of his dutie~ dod 

is or may become oerman~nt; or 
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(b) Censure., suspend, or remove any justice or judge 

for willful Flisc.onduct in office, willful and persistent 

fail...1re to ~·erform ~is duties• xio.lilt.iOD--IlL-~QDLQ.f 

jUQ~ial_etbi~-ad~utea_b~_the-~~QL~me-~ouLt_gf_tb~at~Qf 

!aataoa~ or habitual intemperance. 

~~) T~e proceedinQs of the co~•ission are confidential 

except as provided by statute.• 

~fij_Sf'Il~Ha Section ?.. Effective date. If approved 

ov thP. electors at the general election to oe held November 

8 9 1983, this amendment shall become effective on that date. 

~~W-Sf~llJ~. Section 3. Submission to electorate. 

This amendment shall be submitted to the electors of the 

state of Montana at the general election to ne held November 

s, 19~3, by printing on the ballot the full title of this 

act and the following: 

[]FOR a~endinq tne Montana Constitution to allo~ the 

Montana Supreme Co~rt to discipline judges for 

wiolating rules of judici~l ethics adapted by the 

court. 

0 AGAINST a"'endinq the Montana Constitution to allow 

th~ ~ontana Supre•e Co~rt to disci~1 ine judqes for 

lfiolat-,inq rules of judicial ethics ad(..lpted !ly the 

c:o:.Jrt. 

~oCllQM~--'UO&Ul~AXlU~--~WCilD~a----lE--tia--~ 

l~IRQDwL~D-lU_l~t-~-L~L!IU&fL-li-fASSfQ_A~Q__Aff&O~ 

-2- Sl3 3Zo 
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