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~ BILL NOo ..2L_tf" 
INT~ODIJCED BY 4• t'~<f<"? 

BY REQUEST OF THE DEPARTMENT OF HIGHWAYS 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: •AN ACT TO AMEND THE 

PROPOR Tl DNAL VEHICLE REGISTRATION LAN; TO CHANGE THE 

DEFINITION OF THE TERM •PRECEDING YEAR•; TO REVISE THE 

APPLICATION REQUIREMENTS; AND TD CHANGE THE PROCEDURE FOR 

THE WITHDRAWAL OF FLEET VEHICLES; AMENDING SECTIONS 

61-3-712• 61-3-721• AND 61-3-725• HCAo• 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Section 61-3-712, "CA. is amenaed to read: 

•61-3-712. Definitions. As used in 61-3-711 throuqh 

61-3-733 the following definitions apply: 

(1) •Apportionable vehicle• means a vehicle which Is 

used or intended for use in more than one jurisdiction and 

used for the transportation of persons for hire, 

compensation, or profit• or designed or used primarily for 

th~ trdnsportation of property. 

f2t •Fleet• means one or more apportionable vehicles. 

(3) •Jurisdiction• means and includes a state., 

territory., or possession of the United States, the District 

of Columbia., the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico 9 a foreign 

country, and a state or province of a forelqn country. 
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(4) •Legal residence• eeans a jurisdiction where the 

person lives or conducts his business. This residence need 

not be coupled with the intent to live or conduct the 

business there on a permanent basis• The use of the word 

•residence• in 61-3-711 throuqh 61-3-733 shall be confined 

to the definition qiven• and shall not be confused wi·th the 

word "domicile•. This definition of •residence• further 

recoqnizes that a person may have several residences., but 

only one do•icile. 

(5) •Preceding year• .aans a period of lZ consecutive 

months fixed by the departMent of hiqhways• which period 

shall be within 't6 ia •onths ·im~~~ediately preceding the 

commencement of the registration or license year ~or which 

proportional registration is souqht. The department In 

fixing the period shall make it confor11 to the ter•s• 

conditions~ and requtre•ents o~ any applicable agreeaent or 

arranqe•ents fo~ the proportional reqfstratlon o~ vehicles. 

(6) (a) •Properly registered•• as applied to place of 

registration, means: 

(i) the jurisdiction where the person registering the 

vehicle has his leqal residence; 

Cii) In th~ case of an apportionable vehicle., the 

jurisdiction in vhich it is reqlstered if the enterprise in 

which the vehicle Is used has a place of bustness therein 

and if the vehicle Is most frequently dispatched, garaged., 

-2-
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serviced, maintained• operated, or otherwise controlled in 

or from the place of business and the vehicle has been 

assigned to the place o~ business; or 

(Iii) in the case of an apportionable vehicle, the 

jurisdiction where because o~ an agree•ent or arrangement 

between two or more jurisdictions or pursuant to 

declaration the vehicle has been registered as reQuired 

that jurisdiction. 

a 

by 

(bJ In case of doubt or dispute as to the proper place 

of registration 

make the final 

of a vehicle, the highway co•mlssion shall 

deter•ination, bUt in making the 

determination, the COMmission may confer with departments of 

the other jurisdictions affected.• 

Section 2. Section 61-3-721 9 MCA• is amended to read: 

registration· of fleet •61-3-721• Proportional 

vehicles, app1icationt fee for.ulay and payment. (1) An 

owner engaged in operating one or aore fleets •ay~ instead 

of registration of vehicles under other sections of this 

title, register and license each fleet for operation In this 

state by filing an application with the depar~ent which 

shall contain the ~ffowf~ information B"d--any--e~er 

+n~erme~en pertinent to vehicle reolstration lba£_~ 

requited tl¥ the depart~~ent Pefl~a 

.,..., tete1--F+eeto--wt+~es'-.........,_ ..... _iot'le-tote+-..-.-ef' 

ll+te-e~ftted-+..-e~'t--j...-+se+et+..,.,. __ ...,..+,<!-the--p~fW! 
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T'""r-t.y-~he--h-iel-<tr+~-~-dtt,.+n<!-'t-htt-'1"'11-rT 

th~--+n-..tete--~s-wft+e~-the-tete+-"~~-~+~es 

_...,.d-i..-tt.+,..rtet:e-<f..,.+ft!i--"'h.,_;;_p.-eee11+-.....--lty-;..4!M 

.. - .... ---of--dtt ......... -thoe-,...., ... - .. ftd 

eof-'th-.-f+~+eh-+w-te~erete&-+n--th+.--stete-~vr+ft<! 

th.,---,.~+st~t+----reer---ofor---wh+eh--prepert+efte._-ft.et 

req+stret+en-+&-,.e~e~ 

(2) The application for each fleet may be acco•panted 

by a fee payment computed as follows: 

ja) diYide In-state miles by total fleet miles as 

.d.efiam!~ the ap~l.i..kAbl..e._a!l[Ueent entgred i 1110 pursuiUtt_t.Q 

61-3-lll_tb~gh_Ql~; 

(b) determine the total amount necessary to register 

each vehicle tn the 

requ~sted~ based on the 

fleet for which registration Is 

reqular annual registration fees 

prescribed by 61-3-321 and part 2 of chapter 10• and the 

property taxes which are due on the fleet; 

(c) multiply the sum obtained under subsection C21(bl 

by the fraction obtained under subsection (2)(a}• 

{3) Applications submitted with fees •ay be recomputed 

by the department and a state~nt furnished showing the 

overpayment or balance due • 

{4) Applications sub•itted without fees shall be 

computed by the department and a statement furnished showinq 

-·-
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the amount of fees due.• 

Section 3· Sectfon 61-3-725• MCA• Is a.anded to read: 

•61-3-725. Withdrawal of fleet vehicles -- procedure, 

credftst and accounting. L1l If a vehlcle is withdrawn· from 

a proportionally reqistered fleet during the period for 

whlch it Is reqisterede the owner of the fleet shalt notify 

the department of highways of that fact on forms ·prescribed 

by the depart•ent. The depart•ent aay require the owner to 

surrender proportional registration cards and other 

identification devices which have been issued with respect 

to that vehicle. If a vehicle Is permanently withdrawn fro~ 

a proportionally reqistered fleet because it has been 

destroyed, sold• or otherwise completely removed from the 

service of ~he reqfstrantt the unused portion of the gross 

15 vehicle weiQht fees paid with respect to that vehicle shall 

16 be credited to the proportional reqistration account of the 

17 owner. This unused por~ion shall equal the amount paid with 

18 respect to the vehicle when it was first proportionally 

19 reqistered In the registration year 9 reduced by one-twelfth 

20 of the total annual 9ross vehicle wel9ht fee of the vehicle 

21 for each calendar month and fraction thereof elapsinq 

ZZ between the first day of the month of the current year in 

23 which the vehicl~ was reqlstered and the date the notice of 

24 withdrawal is received by the department. This credit shall 

25 be applied aqainst liability for additional fees due during 
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the registration year or for additional fees due upon audit 

under 61-3-728. If a credit Is less than S5• it •ay not be 

made or entered. In no event aay the a•ount be credited 

against fees other than those for the registration year• nor 

may any amount be subject to refund• 

LZL:...:l.f i;he gwner Cgpfcu:es ,--,.ebtcl'ft Httbd('aMrJ- froit -t.be 

fl.ee.t..ai tbe sawe tift B§ the- ·withdrawal and the rftplacerent 

e!Jicle h' of tbti:...ume;...2i:.:aLiL!JI5ser'wtilgbLJ::.~OW;lilll:l 

~wL-dtlllliaJooJL..:tful' - gross :.:lti!llJ:UL..Dillb£ tees• are 

:tbm«ecable t-o the -teJlla.I:UlW1: v!!hl~l.JLL:.. U the •=t-(ilbSter j's 

~.;_WlleL~bicl·ey· there-, •Bjt b@ · no uecflt -w·~!IELAC 

entered.• 

-End-
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Approved by Committee 
on HighwQys & Transportation 

~ BILL NO • .:lL.rt 
INTI\ODIJCED BY ~·---------· 

BY REQUEST OF THE DEPARTMENT OF HIGHWAYS 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: •AN ACT TO AMEND THE 

PROPORTIONAL VEHICLE REGISTRATION LAW; TO CHANGE THE 

DEFINITION OF THE TERM •PRECEDING YEAR•; TO REVISE THE 

APPLICATION REQUIREMENTS; AND TO CHANGE THE PROCEDURE FOR 

THE WITHDRAWAL OF FLE~T VEHICLES; AMENDING SECTIONS 

61-3-712, 61-3-721t AND 61-3-725 9 MCA•• 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Section 61-3-712• ~CAt is amended to read: 

•61-3-712. Definitions. AS used in 61-3-711 through 

61-3-733 the followinq definitions apply: 

(1} •Apportionable vehicle• means a vehicle which is 

used or intended for use in more than one jurisdiction and 

used for the transportation of persons for hire• 

compensation• or profit, or designed or used primarily for 

the transportation of property. 

(2) •Fleet• means one or more apportionable vehicles. 

(3) •Jurisdiction• means and includes a state, 

territory, or possession of ~he United States, the District 

of Columbia, the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico, a foreign 

country, and a state or province of a foreign country. 

1 

2 

3 

... 
5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

u: 07 ..... 9/01 

(4) •Legal residence• means a jurisdiction where the 

person lives or conducts his business. This residence need 

not be coupled with the intent ~o live or conduct the 

business there on a permanent basis. The use of the word 

•residence• in 61-3-711 throuqh 61-3-733 shall be confined 

to the definition given, and shall not be confused- with the 

word "domicile•. This def'ini-tion of •residence• further 

recognizes that a person may have several residences, but 

only one domicile. 

(~) "Preceding year" aeans a period of 12 consecutive 

wonth$ fixed by the depart.ent of highways, which period 

shall be within ~& ill •onths ·im...,diately preceding the 

coamencement of the registration or license year for whiCh 

proportional registration is sought. The departMent ln 

fixing the period shall make it confor• to ·the ter•s• 

conditions. and requlre•ents of any applicable agreement or 

arranqeaents for the prop-ortional registration of vehicles. 

(6) (a) •Properly registered•, as applied to place of 

registrationt means: 

(i) the jurisdiction where the person registering the 

vehicle has his legal residence; 

(li) in the case· of an apportlonable vehic-le• the 

jurisdiction in which 1t is re9istered if the enterprise in 

which the vehicle is used has a place of business therein 

and if the vehicle is most frequently dispatched, garaged 9 

-2- s E c 0 5 B E ~ \ ~ 
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serviced• maintained• operated, or otherwise controlled in 

or from the place of business and the vehicle has been 

assigned to the place of business; or 

(lilt in the case of an apportionable vehicle~ the 

jurisdiction where because of an ag~eeaent or arrangement 

between tNO or more jurisdictions or pursuant to a 

declar~tion the vehicle has been reqistered as reQuired by 

that jurisdiction. 

(b) In case of doubt or dispute as to the proper place 

of registration 

make the ffnal 

of a vehicle, the highway com~lssion shall 

determination, but In •aking the 

detennination., the co-ission m_ay confer- with depart~mnts of 

the other jurisdictions affected.• 

Section 2. Section 61-3-721, MCA, is amended to read: 

•ol-3-721. Proportional registration of fleet 

vehicles, application~ fee for.ula, and pay.ent. (1) An 

o~n•r engaged in operating one or •ore fleets •ay, instead 

o# registration of vehicles under o~her sections o~ this 

title, register and license each fleet for operation in this 

state by. filing an application Nlth the departaent Nhich 

shall contain the ~·~ Information aftd--e~-ethe~ 

~rme~n per-tinent to vehicle reolstratlon that is 

UlPl.i.tetLlllt the departllent t"et!.,.._.a 

•H•,.....e~e.t-+n-eH--ja~d+et+---dar+n'!--i:he--pt'eeefl+fttl 
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yeer-ey-~he-¥eh+~e~+~~e-~-dMr+n~~~~ 

~lt+-+ft-<1----<>-w*ieh~he te•.,'t-n~al!ieo ef-iol+l-~ 

"lH!rfli>ed-..,_th+,.....<tt:ete-tl...-+ft<j-~!>reeeilift-ye8r -er-'-....., 

-ter-e--~~--emt-~Heet+""-of.....--.et.+eft. 

ei'--~'t: whteh-~ toe ""eret~+n--t.,._<tteiie--<1...-+"" 

the---reg+tt~en---,eer---¥er---wh+eh--~>r<>!'&rt+ene~-f~et 

re<j+'St:ret+en-+..-re""...-

(2) The application for each fleet aay be accompanied 

by a fee payment co•puted as follows: 

(a) diYide In-state miles by total fleet miles ~ 

de£1Qed~ the appli,ebl~gceement entered jato pursuant ta 

6l:l:lll..t.tu:llll!lb-6J.~; 

(b) determine the total amount necessary to register 

each vehicle In the fleet for which reqistration is 

requgsted~ based on the regular annual registration fees 

prescribed by 61-3-321 and part 2 of chapter 10• and the 

property taxes which are due on the fleet; 

(c) multiply the sum obtained under subsection (2)(b) 

by the fraction obtained under subsection (2)(a). 

(3) Applications sU~Itted with fees •ay be recomputed 

by the departaent and a stateaent furnished showing the 

overpayment or balance due. 

(4) Applications sub•ltted without fees shall be 

computed by the department and a state•ent furnished showinQ 

_,_ 
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the a.aunt of fees due.• 

Section 3· Section 61-3-725, MCA, Is a~nded to read: 

•61-3-725. Withdrawal of fleet vehicles procedur-e, 

credf'tst and accounting • .L.l.l. If a vehicle is withdrawn· fr~ 

a proportionally reqistered fleet durlnq the period for 

which it is reqistered, the owner of the fleet shall notify 

the department of highways of that fact on forms prescribed 

by the depart•ent• The departaent may require the owner to 

surrender proportional reqistration cards and other 

identification devices which have been issued with respect 

to that vehicle. If a vehicle Is permanently withdrawn fro• 

a proportionally reqistered fleet because it has been 

destroyed. sold, or otherwise completely removed from the 

service of the registrant, the unused portion of the gross 

vehicle weiQht fees paid with respect to that vehicle shall 

be credited to the proportional reqistratian account of the 

owner. This unused portion shall equal the amount paid with 

respect to the vehicle when it was first proportionally 

1~ r~gist~red In the registration year, reduced by one-twelfth 

20 of the total annual qross vehicle weight fee of the vehicle 

21 for each calendar month and fraction thereof elapsinq 

22 between the first day of the month of the current year in 

23 which the vehicle was registered and the date the notice of 

24 withdrawal is received by the department. This credit shall 

25 be applied aqainst liabillty for additional fees due durinQ 
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the registration year or for additional tees due upon audit 

unde~ 61-3-728. If a credit Is less than ss, it •ay not be 

made or entered. In no event may the a•ount be credited 

against fees other than those for the registration year• nor 

may any aMOunt be subject to refund• 

Ul...:..-l.f i:he owner cepJac.es--LDlblc:le wtthdiaWo trg~ 

fl~ai_tbE ·sawe tl£ itWtuf_lll.tbdrawal iwd-tbe.._riuilaceeent 

ubicle ·Js of the same~oLiL~-IicJU~..i.Qbt r;;rte®ry-'thiln 

ill.il-..liWL-llitrulialiDL....:ti:!li~Cl!SS-_:lfeltls;IL-iliU;gbL....f.iu-_.JIU 

:t~:;uauuuU.L:tlLt.bJ!-":@lil.culUl:L>u!hlcJe. n t.hw~ilstu ;s 

:t.a.....:..LJ!Iiillflt__...::Oll.U:J:b:_j;beu Mt I!C · oo cuctn lfi'Y!UWIC 

~IIUU.d;,• 

-End-

-6-



~8th Legislature LC 07">9/01 

1 

2 

3 

~ 

5 

6 

1 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

~~ 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

INTRODUCED 

~ BILL NO • .2./..l'' 
BY ~ . ,ttfw4 ¢"'7 
~ 

BY REQUEST OF THE DEPARTMENT OF HIGHWAYS 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: •AN ACT TO AMEND THE 

PROPORTIONAL VEHICLE REGISTRATION LAW; TO CHANGE THE 

OEFINITION OF THE TERM •pRECEDING YEAR•; TO REVISE THE 

APPLICATION REQUIREMENTS; AND TO CHANGE THE PROCEDURE FOR 

THE WITHDRAWAL OF FLEET VEHICLES; AMENDING SECTIONS 

61-3-712• 61-3-721• AND 61-3-725• HCAo• 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Sec~ion l• Section 61-3-712• MCA, is amended to read: 

•61-3-712. Definitions. As used in 61-3-711 through 

61-3-733 the following definitions apply: 

(1) •Apportionable vehicle• means a vehicle which is 

used or intended for use in more than one jurisdiction and 

used for the transportation of persons for hire, 

compensation, or profit, or designed or used pri•arily for 

the transpor~ation of property. 

(2) •Fleet• .eans one or •ore apportionable vehicles. 

(3) •Jurisdiction• means and includes a state• 

territory., or possession of the United States, the District 

of Colu•bia., the Co.-onwealth of Puerto Rico, a foreign 

country, and a state or province of a forei"gn country• 
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(~) •Legal residence• .aans a jurisdiction where the 

person lives or conducts his business. This residence need 

not be coupled with the intent to live or conduct the 

business there on a per•anent basis. The use of the word 

•residence• In 61-3-711 through 61-3-733 shall be confined 

to the definition given. and shall not be confused with the 

MOrd •do•icile•. This defini-tion of •residence• further 

recognizes that a person may have several · res., dences 9 but 

only one do•~cile. 

(5) •Precedi-ng year• ~~aans a period of 12 consecutive 

•onths fixed by the depart.ant of highWays. which period 

shall be within !6 ia .anths 1.-adlately precedln9 the 

commencement of the registration or license year for which 

proportional registration Is sought. The depart.ent ln 

fixing-the period Shall .ake f~ confor• to ·the ter•s 9 

conditions, and requlre.ents of any appllcable agreeaent or 

arrange-nts for the proportional registration of vehicles. 

(6) (a) •Properly reg.lstered•• as app11ed to place of 

registration, .sans: 

·cJ) the jurisdiction where the person registerlng the 

vehicle has his legal residence; 

(II) In the case of an apport! onable vehl c1 •• the 

jurisdiction in which It Is registered if the enterprise In 

which the vehicle is used has a place of business therein 

and if the vehicle fs IIN)St frequently dispatched, gar·.aged., 

-2- T H I R D R A) D I N G 
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se~viced• aaintained• operated, or otherwise controlled in 

or from the place of business and the vehicle has been 

assigned to the place of business; or 

(Iii) in the case of an apportionable vehicle, the 

jurisdiction where because of an agree~nt or arrangement 

between two or more jurisdictions or pursuant to a 

declaration the vehicle has been registered as requir-ed by 

that jurisdiction. 

(bJ In case of doubt or dispute as to the proper place 

of registration of a vehicle. the highWay co••lsslon shall 

•ake the final deter•inatlon• but In •aklng the 

deterainatlon, the co•ission •_ay confer with depart.ants of 

the other jurisd-ictions affected.• 

Section 2. section 6l-3-7Zl, MCA, is aaended to read: 

•61-3-721. Proportl onal reg I strati on of fleet 

vehicles 9 application, fee for.ula• and pay.ent. (1) An 

owner engaged in operatfng one or ~re fleets .ay9 instead 

of registration of vehicles under other sections of this 

tltleo register and license each fleet for operation In ·this 

state by filing an application with the depart.ent which 

shall contain the f'o+'tawi'"'l infor•ation ""d-any--e­

+tt......,.~ pertinent to vehicle registration t.hAA Is 

requlre·d bJ the depart:llent P"e-.~:~1 res•a 

~ 

+ft-to:t+--jott'+e<t+e~s--dttrin!l the---pl-ee'eolln'l 

-3-

1 

z 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

lC 074'' 

flo+---........,•----+...,• wloleh ls--t;M--te.ri-..-,.:....,t;-1.<•;' 

_..llt!ed-+,--1:11Ts-nei:ie-.l.,:,..;.,.~.......,e-"-"-<t+~-,....,,.._-"~>.,­

Yelli"e4e,;-+n-..-.e-1'--d .... ~ the peert-el'l<f 

tet-e•-desel I t*.n...---.....t-T<It!nft1'+e""+""-e1'......,elo-....?'"' 

<>f-1:11e-fl el!!"t whf eh -f1t-t;e f>e ""erst<i<l-+n---io.,.__., _ _,.,,. • 

ttte--rl!'l+s•.....-.on---_,_..-~ .. ---wtt+e..,._-"'"'""-•+"""+--+''~-···. 
reqi-..rt:f'et+en-+s-re'!".,_. 

C21 The application for each fleet 11ay be acco01p->·, • 

bY a fee pay~nt coaputed as follows: 

(a) diVIde In-state miles by total fleet mil~: 

s;tetfoed~ the apgl icoble it9Ce£ment pnt-erf:d ·into oursu.ar~{ 

61-3=711 tb[OUgh 61~; 

(b) deter•1ne the total altQunt necessary to regn n·(-"" 

each vehicle In the fleet for which regi str2.~ c'·· 

requ~ted, based on the reqular annual registration 

prescribed by 61-3-321 and part 2 of chapter 10• and 

property taxes which are due on the fleet; 

(c) •ultiply the sum obtained under subsection (Z}~">J 

by the fraction obtained under subsection (2)(a)• 

{3) ApplIcations subllltted with fees •ay be recomp'"· -·c, 

by the depart11ent and a stateaent furnl shed show I r.·~-; ~, 

overpayment or balance due. 

C41 Applications subaitted without fees <h311 

computed by the department and a state•ent furnished sh;:~.:,~ .:-:; 

-~-
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the a.ount of faas due.• 

Section 3. ·sect:.lon 61-3-725, MCA, is aeended to read: 

•61-3-725. Withdrawal of fleet vehicles procedul"e, 

credits, and accounting. Ll1 If a veh~cle ·is withdrawn· fro. 

a proportionally reqistered flee~ durlnq the period for 

which it is registered• the owner of the fleet shall notify 

the department of highways o~ that fact on for•s prescribed 

by the departaent. The depart•ent nay require the owner to 

surrender proportional registration· cards and other 

identification devices which have been issued with-respect 

to that vehicle. If a vehicle fs permanently ~ithdravn fro. 

a proportionally registered fleet because it has been 

destroyed, sold, or otherwise completely removed from the 

14 service of the registrant, the unused portion of ~he gross 

15 vehicle weight fees paid with respect to that vehicle shall 

16 be credited to the proportional registration account of the 

lT owner• This unused portion shall equal the amount paid with 

18 respect to the vehicle when it was first proportionally 

19 registered in the registration year, reduced by one-twelfth 

20 of the total annual gross vehicle weight fee of the vehicle 

21 for each calendar month and fraction thereof elapsing 

22 between the first day of the month of the current year in 

23 which the vehicle was registered and the date the notice of 

24 withdrawal is received by the depart.ent. This credit shall 

25 be applied aqainst liability for additional tees due during 
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the registration year or for additional fees due upon audit 

under 61-3-128. If a credit Is less than $5• it •ay not be 

made or entered. In no event may the a•ount be credited 

against fees other -than those f'or the' regist-ration year. nor 

may any a.uunt be subjec~ to ref'und• 

.L~ the gwner repfb.t:.e.S a··yGhtf:Jft Wtthdifhin·-frOM--t;be 

fl&el._ai ttte ·sawe tJw; as ttu~..-"w.Lttutraval 'and t'be r'Aril•cMOt 

yehlcle· ls · of tb~~DLII iels"Br<Wjjgbt ·t~ 

tbsl.....::!lwLJ,iltll!liaMnL.J.I:ui' · gross ..:-l!eladlL-ilil.tSillt·· tees• are 

tral!sf!!(able tq ·the· ni»l:ocHiult v!!hlcl.h-:.:n::ftll! •·tr@llftt 15 

kL..!.SL:i~•BJki -~ye"blclft ;ttJK.e· Mt be-·· rid ·<cetflt ·«fwl1 pr 

entered~· 

-End-
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SENATE BILL NOo 318 

INTRODUCED BY GRAHAM 

BY REOUEST OF THE DEPARTMENT OF HIGHWAYS 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTlTtEO: ftAN ACT TO AMEND THE 

PROPORTIONAL VEHICLE REGI~TRATION LAW; TO CHANGE THE 

OEFIN!TION OF THE TERM "PRECEDING YEAR"i TO REVISE THE 

APPLICATION REQUIREMENTS; AND TO CHANGE TilE PROCEDURE FOR 

THf WITHDRAWAL OF FLEET VEHICLE5i AMENDING SECTIONS 

61-3-712, 61-3-?21, AND 61-3-725, MCA•" 

dE IT ENACTED dY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE Oe !IONTANA: 

Section 1. Section 61-3-712• ~CA. is ~mendPd to read: 

''td-3-712. Oefinit ions. As used in 61-3-711 through 

ol-3-733 the following definitions apply: 

(l) MApportionable vehicle" means d v~hicle which is 

used or intended for use In more th~n one jJrisdiction and 

used for the transportation of persons for hir~, 

compo:!.l~ation .. or profit., or df:!sign-ed or used primarily for 

the transoortdtion of property. 

(2) "Fleet" means one or n6re apportionable vehicles. 

(1) "Jurisdiction" means and incluaes a state, 

tP.rr•t~r~., or oos5ession of the United Stotes., the District 

of Coh•m~idt the c.om"mon\Or._..31th of PuPrto Rico., a fort;!ign 

coun~ry., and a state or province of 3 f0rei~n country. 
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(~) •Leqal residence" mP.ans ~ jurisdiction where the 

person lives or conducts his business. This residence need 

not be coupled with the intent to live or conduct the 

bus i ne-s "S ttu:~ra on a permanent Das is. Tne use of the word 

"residence• in 61-3-711 thr~uqh 6L-3-733 shall be confined 

to the definition given, and sh3ll no~ be confused with the 

word •domicile"• This definition of •residence" further 

recog~izes that a pe~son may have 5everal residences, but 

only one domicile. 

(5) •Preceding year" means a period of 12 consecutive 

months fixed by the dep~rtment of high~ays, which per1od 

shall be ~ithin ~6 l~ months immediately preceding the 

commen~ement of the registration or license yeur for which 

proportional registration is souqht. The depart~ent in 

fi.:dng the period shall make it conform t:o the terms., 

conditions, and requirements of any app1 icable .:Jgreement or 

arran;ements for ttte proportional regisof::ration of vehicles. 

( ") (a) "Properly registered"., as applied to place of 

registra~ion~ means: 

·(i) the jurisdiction where the person registering the 

vehicl~ nas nis legal re~iderJce; 

(ii) in the case of an apportionable v~hicle, th~ 

jurisdiction ir1 ~hich it is r~gistered if the enterprise in 

which ttie vehicle is used h3s a nlace of ousiness ther~in 

a~d -if the vehicle is most frequently ~isp~tched, garaged, 

-2-
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se~viced. maintained• operated, or otherwise controlled in 

or from the place of business and the vehicle has been 

assigned to the place of business; or 

(iii) in the case of a~ apportionable vehicle, the 

juris~iction where because of an agreement or arrangement 

between two or more jurisdictions or pursuant to a 

declaration the vehicle has been registered 35 requir~d Oy 

that jurisdiction. 

of 

make 

(D) In case of doubt or dispute as to the proper place 

r~gistration 

the final 

of a vehicle, the highway com~ission shall 

determination, but in making the 

deteruination, the commission may confer with departments of 

the other jurisdictions affected.~ 

Section 2. Section 61-3-721, ~CA~ is amended to read: 

"61-3-721. Proportional regi strdti o-t of fleet 

vehicles, application, tee formula. and payment. (1) An 

owner engaged in operatfng one or more fleets may. Instead 

of r~Jistration of vehicles under other sections of this 

title. register and license each fleet for operation in this 

state oy filing an application with the department ~hich 

shall contain the fe~Jew+ftg information ene--eny--e~he~ 

~n~or~s~+on pertinent to vehicle registrQtion 1ha1---1~ 

LCQUiL~a-bx the departmP.nt ~eqbf~@1+a 

tat--~e~ef--++ee~--e+fes--wh+e~--+~-~~e-~e~ftf-nomDer-e~ 

m+~~~-e~ere~ed-+n-e++--jb~+~d+e~+en~--dor+n~--~~e--~ree~d+ftg 
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yeer-ey-t"e-veh+e~e~-+n-~~e-f+ee~-~~r~n~-~he-ye~rt 

tbt--~n-~t8~e--m+t~~-wh+eh-~~-t"e-~e~e+-"~meeP-e~-~++e~ 

eeerete~-~~-~"~~-~~8~~-darfn~--~h~--preee~•"~--y~~~--er--~ne 

Y~h+~le~-~n-the-f~ee~-d~~+~~-~h~-y~a~~-~~d 

tet--e--de~e~+p~~o"--e"e-T8eMtf~fee~+e~-of-eeeh-•ehTe+~ 

of-~h@-f+@@~-"h+en-+~-te-be-e~ePe~ed-+n--~n+~--ste~e--ft~r+n~ 

the---re§+~tret+eft---yeer---f~~---wh+eh--~re~ert?o"~+--~+eet 

r~g+~~rst+on-+s-reqoe~ted• 

(2) The application for each fleet may be acco~panie~ 

by a fee payment computed as follows: 

(a) divide In-state miles by total fleet miles~ 

aetic~d-in-t~-2~l~abl~~~~ent-ec1eL~-iut~_gac~act-~ 

~=l=Zll-tbc~gb_ul=l:!JJ; 

fb) deter~ine the total amount necessary to register 

each vehicle in the 

requested, based on the 

fleet for which registration is 

regular annual registration fees 

prescribed by bl-3-321 ana part 2 of chapter lOt and thP 

property taxes which are due on ~he fleet; 

(c) multiply the sum obtained under subsection (2)(0) 

Ly tne fraction obtained under subse~tion (2J(a). 

(3) Applications submitted with fees m~y be recomputed 

Uy the deoartwent and a statement furnisherl showing thP 

overp3yment or balance due. 

(4) Applications submitted without fees shall be 

computed by the department and a statement furnished showing 

-4- 59 316 
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the amount of fees due." 

Section 3. Section 61-3-7Z~. ~cA~ is amended to read: 

•ol-3-725. Withdrawal of fleet vehicles procedure, 

cr~dits, and accounting. ill IF a vehicle is withdrcl~n from 

~ proo3rtiona11y registered fleet during the perind for 

which it is registered, the owner of the fleet shall notify 

t~e department of highways of that fact on forms prescribed 

by the department. The department r.ay require the owner to 

s~rrender pro~ortional registr3tion car::is and other 

identification devices which ~ave been issued with resoect 

to that ~ehicle. If a vehicle is permanently withdr~wn from 

a pr~~ortiona11y re~istered fleet because it has been 

destroyed~ solo, or otherwise completely removed from the 

sarvic~ of the registr3nt, the unused portion of the gross 

venicle Neight fees paid with respect to th3t vehicle ~hall 

16 be credited to the proportional ~eqistration account of tne 

17 uurl<?r. Tt""lis unused portion shall equal the amount paid with 

1~ respect to the vehicle ~hen it ~as first proportionally 

lQ regi~tered in the registration year. reduced by one-twelfth 

zn of th~ total anrlual qross. vehicle weiqht fee of the vehicle 

ll for OdCh calendar month and fraction thereof ela~sinq 

22 between the first day of tMe month of the current year in 

l3 ~hich the vehicle ~dS reyi~tered and the date ths noti~e of 

.2:4 witt'1dr-1wal is reci.'ived by the de::nrtment. This credit shall 

..... '5 be a~pl ied against 1 idhil ity far additional fee::. due CIJ,.inq 
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the rPgistration year or for additional fees due upon audit 

under 61-3-728. If a credit is less t~an $5, it may not be 

made :ar entereJ. In no event may the C'ttnount be credited 

against fees other th~n those for the ,.egistration year, nor 

111a)" any amount be subject to refund. 

L~l--lf-tb~-e•o~~-t~La~~-a-~~bl~l~_.itbg~~a_fLgm~~ 

tl~~t-~t-tb~-igm~-t~-g~1b~_.Ltbd~a~l-aod_1Ue-~La~at 

~bi~l~--1~--Dt-tb~-~we_aL-Qf-R-l~seL-wel~at~~~-Lbao 

tb~--DDe--~bu~a~D£--tbe __ g~~--Xebl~~--weLgbt--t~~aLe 

t~aaste~abl~-tQ-tb~-~~ola~am~Dt-X~bl~lea __ lf-tb~~~nst£L_is 

ta __ a __ ~mall~~--~bl~l~£--lb~e--max--be __ aa_~L~~~D-~ 

m:tec;is.• 

-End-

-6- S8 318 


