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4 A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: •AN ACT TO INCREASE THt STATE 4 

5 BUILDING COST OF CONSTRUCTION AMOUNT THAT TR!GbEKS THE 5 

6 LEGISLATIVt CONSENT REQUIREMENT FOR CONSTRUCTION; AHEN~I~G 6 

1 SECTIONS 18-2-102, 18-2-103, 18-.l-lllt AND 18-2-301~ ?-ICA•" 7 

8 8 

q BF IT ENACTEU BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 9 

10 Section 1. Section 18-2-102, HCA9 is amended to ~ead: 10 

11 "18-2-102. Autho~ity to construct buildings. (l) 11 

12 Except as p~ovided in subsection (2) of this section~ a 12 

13 building costing mo~e than -5~§.y898 $1QQ,QOO may not be 13 

14 constructed without the consent of the legislatu~e. ~hen a l4 

15 buildinq costing mo~e than $~~~88 stoo,ooo is to be 15 

16 financed in such .:. manne~ as not to require 1 egi sL=.t i ve 16 

17 appropriation of moneys, such consent may be in the form of 17 

18 d joint resolution. 18 

19 (2) (a) The governor may authorize the emergency 19 

20 repair or alteration of a building. 20 

21 lb) The regents of the Montana university syst~m ru~y 21 

22 dUthorize the construction of r<!venu:;!'-producing facil iti~s 22 

n referr-ed to in 2~1-25-312 if they are to be fi n.:mced .. ,holly 23 

24 fro~r. the revenues therein described. 2'+ 

Z5 (c) The regents of the Montana university sy~tem. with 25 
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the consent of the governor, may authorize the cons~ruction 

of a huildinf~ that is financed wholly with federal or 

~rivate moneys if the construction of the buildinq will not 

result in any new programs,w 

s~ction 2. Section 18-2-103, MCAt is amended to r~ad: 

"18-2-103. Supervision of construction of buildings. 

(1) For the construction of a building costing more than 

·~&99 stoo,ooo, the department of administration shall: 

{a) review and approve all plans and working drawings 

prepared by architects; 

(b) approve all bond issues or other financial 

arrangements and supe~vise and app~ove the expenditure of 

all moneys; 

(c) under the supervision and with the approval of the 

boa~d of examiners, sol icit 9 accept., and reject bids and 

awa~d all contracts to the lowest qualified Oidde~ 

considering conformity with specifications and terms and 

reasonableness of bid amount; 

(d) review and, with the consent of the boa~d of 

exdminers, approve all change orders; 

(~) ucce;Jt the building when completed .according t.;J 

approved plans and specifications. 

(2) Before any contract under subsection (1} is 

awarded.. two furrnal bids must havP. b~en r-eceived, if 

reasondbly available. 
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(3) The department of administration is r-esj)or.sibh~, 

for concurring in construction projects where the propuseJ 

co5ot is les~ than -t'25y8&Q Sloo,ooo but more tha.n "Sj,UOJ .. 

~efore any contract under this subs~ction i3 approved for 

construc·ti on, al ter<Jt. ion, or- improvement. dt lPast three 

i nfol"mal b i dst if reasonably available, shaJl he procured 

fr-om bona fide contractors duly 1 icen!;.ed as such in tne 

state of Montan3. 

(4) The department need not require the provisions uf 

Montana law relating to advertising. bidding, or supervision 

wher~ proposed construction costs are l~ss than ss,ooo. 

(5) for the construction of buildings owned or t~ ~e 

own€d by a school oistrict, the department of administration 

shall, upon request, provide inspection to insure compliance 

with the plans and specifications tor the construction of 

such bu i 1 dings. •construct ion" shall 

r.g.pair., ill terati on, equippin~, 

include construction, 

and f~rnishing ouring 

construction, repair, or a'lteration. These services shall be 

prov i t:led at d cost to be c..:>ntr acted fur between th-2 

depnrtment of administration and the school district., with 

the r~ceipts to be deposited in the departmenL of 

administration's 

revclving funrt. 

construction revolving account in the 

(6) It is the intent of the legislature th.=tt st.udeu t 

housing and other facilities constructed under th~ authariLy 
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of the regents of the university system are :iUbject. to t.11c 

provisions of subsections (1) and (2) of this seLtion." 

{l) 

Section J. Section lH-2-111, ~CA 7 is am'dnded to rcau: 

"ln-2-111. Pul icy reg~rdirtg p~~ctice of architecture 

pre~d~ation of ~orking orawin~s Dy de~artment i i mi tc-u. 

It is the po1 icy of the state not to enqdge in tne 

practice of architectuf'"e; however, this po'licy snal1 not :H! 

construed as prohibiting the department of ~dmini~tr~tio~ 

from: 

(a} eng~ginq in preplanning function~ necess~ry tO 

pl'"c!.Jare a bu ildinq program for prescnt..Jtion to tr.'~ 

leqisldturei 

(b) supervisiny construction dS ;Jrovid<:!:J in 

18-2-105(6); or 

(c) prepdring working drawinys fo..- minor projl':!c.:ts.. 

(2) The department of administJ"ation is. expressly 

pl'"ohibit~d from prep~ring workiny drd~ings fdr Ln•· 

construction of a building when the totnl cost of tn~ 

construction will exceed •~~~ ~QQ." 

Section 4. Section 18-2-301., MCA, is amended to read: 

"18-2-301. Bid~ requi~ed adverti 5 in·')• 

unlawful for the board of examiners o~ 3ny 

(1) rt is 

office.:., 

dep.• rtments, institutions., or any agent of the stdte of 

~ontana actinq for or in behalf of the statn to do, to cou.s.e 

to b~ don'2, or to let any contract for the construction ~>f 
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1 buildings or the alteration and improvement of buildings and 

2 ddjacent grounds on behalf of and for the benefit of the 

3 stat:e when the a1t0unt involved is -$~y-869 .JilQQ,QOO or lnore 

4 without first ddvertisin~ in at least one issue each week 

5 for 3 consecutive weeks in two newspapers published in the 

6 st~te, one of which ~ust be published at the seat uf 

7 .:1overn11e-nt and the othar in the county where the work is to 

a be performed~ c~ll ing for sealed bids to perform sucn work 

9 .1nd stating the time and place bids will be considered. 

10 (2) ~11 such work may ne done, caused to be done, or 

ll cont.-<1ct~d for only after competitive oidding. 

12 ( J) 1 f no bid fo,. such wo,-k is accepted, the work m.a y 

13 not be done or dccompl ished. The work may oe readvertis~d 

1-4 from time to tim~ until awarded to a qualified competitiY~ 

l'l hiddf-'!f'"· 

16 

17 

(4J This section does not apply to a·ork done. by 

inmates at dO institution in the department of 

18 instittttions." 
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