
SENATE BILL NO. 297 

INTRODUCED BY H. HAMMOND, E. SMITH, SCHULTZ, 
JACOBSEN, IVERSON, COMPTON, ERNST, BOYLAN 
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IN THE SENATE 

Introduced and referred to 
Committee on Education and 
Cultural Resources. 

Committee recommend bill do 
pass. Report adopted. 

Bill printed and placed on 
members' desks. 

Second reading, do pass. 

Correctly engrossed. 

Third reading, passed. Ayes, 
48; Noes, 1. Transmitted to 
House. 

IN THE HOUSE 

Introduced and referred to 
Committee on Education and 
Cultural Resources. 

Committee recommend bill be 
concurred in. Report adopted. 

Second reading, concurred in. 

Third reading, concurred in. 

IN THE SENATE 

Returned to Senate. Sent to 
enrolling. 

Reported correctly enrolled. 
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1 NTRODUCEO 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: •AN ACT TO PROVIDE THAT 

ELEMENTARY AND HIGH SCHOOL TUITION BE REDUCED BY THE AMOUNT 

THE PARENT OF THE CHILO PAID IN DISTRICT AND COUNTY PROPERTY 

TAXES DURmG THE PRECEDING SCHOOL YEAR FOR THE SUPPORT OF 

THE SCHOuL DISTRICT THE CHILD WILL ATTEND; AMENDING SECTIONS 

ZD-5-303 AND 20-5-315• MCAo• 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Section 2o-5-3o3, MCA• is amended to read: 

"20-5-303. Individual tuition for elementary pupil. No 

provision of this ti-tle shall be construed to deny a parent 

the right to send his child, at his own expense, to any 

elementary scnool of a district other than his resident 

district when the parent has agreed to pay the tuition 

acceptable to the trustees of the distr-ict wher-e the school 

is locdted. The trustees of the district where the school is 

located mdy dllo~ the attendance of a child under the 

provisions of this section at their discretion. When the 

attendance is approved, the trustees shall charge tuition dt 

the sam-e rate prescribed by 20-5-305 reduced b)' any :1mouot 

which is unitorn1ly waive~ by the trustees for all tuition 

paytnent.s. However, under this section, tuition !the~.J--&1"! 
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W<ri-Yed-when-the-perent-of'-the-elri'l-d-peTd-t:he-,..,te-<>i"-t<:t-it+<m 

~'ftri-"ed-tm81er~he--pf""e'~+~-tt+-~39!i as determi ne5L..i..o 

2~5-305 shall be reduced bv the aeoynt the parent of the 

chjld pajd in district and county property taxes during the 

i~diately preceding school fiscal year for the benefit and 

support of the district in which. the child will attend 

school.• 

Section 2. Section zo-5-313, MCAt is amended to read: 

"20-5-313. Individual tuition for high school pupil. 

(1) Any child eligible to attend high school ~~ay attend 

school in the high school district in which he cesides 

without payment of tuition. 

(2) No provision of this title shall be construed to 

deny a p3rent the right to send his child, at his own 

expense, to any high school outside of his district of 

residence when the parent agrees to pay the tuition 

acceptable to the trustees of the high school district 

operating such high school. When the attendance is approved, 

the parent shall pay tuition at the rate fixed by the 

trustees. However 9 under this section, tuition !t~+~-be 

w~T¥ed-+f-~h~-~ereft~-~f-~he-eft+~d-re+d-~-r&~--e~--~+tt" 

~~~raifteft-~ftder-~ne-,•~~5~ft5-e~-~9~3~~ ~deter@jned jn 

z~~~all_ be red~ccd by the ·mount the Qd[~~ 

.kb.il~ in district and county property toxBs during the 

immediately preceding school fiscal ye.u for the benefit .and 
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I NT?.OOUCEO 

A BILL FuR A~ ACT ENTITLED: 

App. by comm. on education 
and cultural resources 

"AN ACT TO PROVIDE THAT 

l:L~HENTARY AND HIGH SCHOOL TUITION BE ReDUCED BY THE AHOUNT 

THE PARENT OF THE CHILD PAID IN DISTRICT AND COUNTY PROPERTY 

TAXF> utJRING THE PRECEDING SCHOOL YEAR FOR THE SUPPORT uF 

THE SCHOuL DISTRICT THE CHILO Will ATTEND; AMENDI~G SE~TIONS 

20-5-303 AND 20-5-315, MCA." 

nE TT ENACTED BY THE LEGl SLATURE OF THE STATE OF HONI A:.A: 

Section 1. s~ctica 2o-5-3o.U, MCA.., is omended to read: 

"20-5-303. Individual tuition for elementar-y pupil. NO 

orovision of t.his title shall be constru.J:d to deny a ;J..:Sretlt 

the right to send his childt at his own expense, to any 

(! 1 Pmentar y scnool of a d i str i c.t other than hi 3 resident 

district wh~n the ~arent has agreed to p~y the tuitiun 

acceptable to the trustees of the district where the school 

.s located. The trustees of the Jistrict where thE> school is 

1 oc~ted may allow the attenddnce of a chi I d under th0 

urc.;visi.:Jns of this section at their discretion. When til-"' 

dttend.::mc.e is app.-ov<::!dt the trustees <ih.all ch~rge tHition dt 

the r,.Cim~ rate p.-cscr i bed by 20-5-3·.:5 reduced by aD)' iffiOUo~t 

which is unifornaly waived jy the tru~tee~ fur all tuition 

pdy;nents. Howo:ver. un:Jer this section, tuition '3"t"u~-li--oe 
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we+ved-wften-the-per~n~-o~-the-eh++d-pe+d-the-rute-o+-tuTt+on 

fte*erm+"~d-~nder~he-prov+~+on~-o~-rs-5-36~ as determine~ 

ZQ-5-305 shall be reduced by the amount the par~t of the 

kbild paid in district and county proper-ty taxes during the 

immadiately preceding 5Chool fiscal year fur the benefit and 

support of the district in which the child will dttend 

school.• 

Section 2. Section 20-5-313, HCA 9 is amended to read: 

"20-5-313. Individual tuition for high school pupil. 

(1) Any child eligible to attend high school may 3ttend 

achool in the high school district in which he resides 

~odtnout payment of tuition. 

(2) No provision of this title shall be construea to 

deny a p1rent the right to sen~1 his child., dt his own 

expense• to any high school outside of his district of 

residence whqn the parent agrees to pay the tuition 

acceptable to th~ trustees of the high school district 

operating such high school. Wh2n the attendance is approved.• 

the parent Sh3ll pay tuition at the rate fixed ny the 

truste,:::s. Go~ev~r., und~r this section, tuition ~~~~-he 

we+v~o-+T-th~-?e~n~-~T-th~-eft+~d-pa+~-~~-~8+~--e~--~H+~+o" 

d~~~~m+ft~d-tt~d@~-~ne-~~6~+s+e~~-e?-~-~-~~~ ~determined jo 

Zll::2=-ll.2.~..lll _ _b!L__J:.Jli!~pd :Oy tho emoUlll the r,ar~L:thll 

&hil~i.ll..Q In district .::lnd county property tax:;s durin~ the 

i mmedi a tel y ,.nec~di ny sct'10ol fi s.cal ye .. n· for the hen""fi t Jl,d 
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1 '~ 6ILLNO.~ 
BY :1!:: ,..J -~a::::Y~"~' 2 INTRODUCED 

3 

4 A BILL FUR AN ACT ENTITLED: •AN ACT TO PROVIDE THAT 

5 EL~KENTARY AND HIGH SCHOOL TUITION BE REDUCED BY THE AMOUNT 

6 THt PARENT OF THE CHILD PAID IN DISTRICT AND COUNTY PRuPERfY 

1 TAXES DURING THE PRECEDING SCHOOL YEAR FOR THE SUPPORT uF 

8 THE SCH00L DISTRICT THE CHILD WILL ATTEND; AMENDING SECTIONS 

9 2Q-5-303 AND 20-5-3159 HCA.• 

10 

11 oE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF HONTANA: 

12 Section 1. Section 20-5-3U3, MCA• i~ am~nded to read: 

13 "20-5-303. lnd~vidual tuition to..- elementary pupil. l'40 

14 provision of this title shall be cons.tru0d to deny a ;J..:!rent 

15 the right to send his child, at his own expense, to any 

16 elementary school of a district other than hi5 resident 

17 district wh-?'n ·the ?arent has agreed to pay the tuitivn 

18 acceptable t.o t~1e tr-ustees of the district where the school 

19 IS lOCdt~d. rhe trustees of the district where the school is 

20 loc~ted may allow the attendance of a child under the 

2l ~r-ovisi;,ns of this section at their discretion. When th<:! 

22 attendance is appr-oved, the trustees sh.all charge tu i t ion ·;j t 

23 the sam:'! .-at'<! prescribed by 20-5-305 reduced by any -:1mouot 

24 which is uniformly waived by the trustees for all tuition 

27 pay:nents. However, under this section, tuition -§he-+-1--i"le 
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we+v~-wften-~he-pe~n~-e*-~he-e~~e+~fte-~e-~~+e+~n 

~e~e~M+fted-HndeP~he-~re¥~+eft5-a*-26 5 395 as detgrmined_in 

20=5-305 shall be reduced by the appynt the ~£Dt of the 

~d pajd in district and county property taxes during the 

immediately preceding school fiscal year for the benefit and 

support of the district in which the child will attend 

school.• 

Section 2. Section zo-5-313• MCA, is amended to read: 

•zo-5-313. Individual tuition for high school pupil. 

(1) Any child eligible to attend high school .ay attend 

school in the high school district in which he resides 

witoout payment of tuition. 

(2) No provision of this title shall be construed to 

deny a p1rent the right to send his childw at his own 

expense• to ~ny high school outside of his district of 

residence when the parent agrees to pay the tuition 

acceptable to the trustees of the high school district 

operating such high school. When the att(;-ndance is approved., 

the parent shall pdy tuition at the rate fixed by the 

truste•::!S. Howev~r. under this section, tuition ~~-1-~-b~ 

·~~•eft-+~-t~~-~ft~~-&~-~h~-eh+-1-d-~e+d-~-~e~~--eT--~H?~+o" 

t'tei:~~m+ned- t.l'f: :it:!t"-~he-,~ttv+s+et'l5--ofi-i!ti~.;),._.j! gLdetermj ned in 

~-312 shg11 ~~ucpd by the •mount the parent of the 

&hil~ in district ~nd county property taxes during the 

immAdiatel 'I preceding sr:hoo'l fiscal y~3.r for the hen~fit 3nd 
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SENATE BILL NO• 297 

INTRODUCED BY H. HAMMOND, e. SNITHo SCHULTZo 

JACOBSEN, IVERSON, COMPTON, ERNST, BOYLAN 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: •AN ACT TO PROVIDE THAT 

ELEMENTARY AND HIGH SCHOOL TUITION BE REDUCED BY THE AMOUNT 

THE PARENT OF THE CHilD PAID IN DISTRICT ANO COUNTY PROPERTY 

TAXES DURING THE PRECEDING SCHOOL YEAR FOR THE SUPPORT OF 

T~E SCHOOL DISTRICT THE CHILO WILL ATTEND; AMENDING SECTIONS 

20-5-303 AND 20-5-3159 MCA.• 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF NONTANA: 

Section 1. Section 20-5-303• MCAt is amended to read: 

•zo-5-303. Individual tuJtion for ele~ntary pupil. No 

provision of this title shall be construed to deny a parent 

the right to send his chl)dy at his own expense, to any 

ele.entary school of a district other than his resident 

district when t~e parent has agreed to pay the tuition 

dCCeptable to the trustees of the district wnere the school 

is loc~ted. The trustees of the district where the school is 

located may allow the attendance of a child under the 

provisions of this section at their discretion. When the 

attendance Is approved, the trustees shall charqe tuition at 

the sa~ rate prescribed by 20-5-305 reduced by any dmount 

w~ich is uniformly waived by the trustees for all tuition 
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SB 0297{02 

pay•ents. HoMever. under this section, tuition 5he~~-ee 

we+Yed-when-~e-~8Peft~-ef-~he-e~~d-pe+~-the-ra~e-o~-~u+~+on 

deteretned-ande~-~he-pra•+,fen,-ef-~6-S-385 ~d~oed-iD 

la:S:30~-~ball_b&-~&du~:d-bx-lb~~-~na_-~eot gf tae 
~blld--Rald in district and county property taxe5 during the 

im~dlately preceding school fiscal year for the benefit and 

support of t.he district In which the child will attend 

school.• 

Section 2. Section 20-5-313, MCA, is amended to read: 

•zo-5-313. Individual tuition for high school pupil. 

(1) •ny child eligible to attend high school .ay attend 

school in the high school district in which he resides 

without pay .. nt o~ tuition. 

(l) No provision 

deny a parent the right 

expense• to any high 

of this title shall be construed to 

to send his child• at his own 

school outside of his district of 

residence when the parent agrees to pay the tuition 

acceptable to the trustees of the high school district 

operating such hlqh school• When ~he attendance is approvedw 

the parent shall pay tuition at the rate fixed by the 

trust~es. However 9 under this section, tuition ~he~~-~ 

ws+¥~-++-~h~-~e~en~-a+-~~-en++d-peTd-~he-re~e--e*--~a+~+eft 

d~~erMTfted-ander-~fte-prev+s+eft~-e~-ee-s-~~~ a~G~2~mio~lo 

lU:~:lll--~ball--be __ ~educed-b¥-tbe-asauot_tna_parant of toa 

~bild_gaig In dlstrfct and county property taxes during the 

-z- SB 297 
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1 immediately preceding school fiscal yea~ for the benefit and 

2 suppo~t of the distrfct in which the child vill attend 

3 school.• 

-En a-
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SENATE BILL NO• 297 

INTRODUCED BY Ho HAHHOND, Eo SHITH, SCHULTZ, 

JACOBSEN, IVERSON, COMPTON, ERNST, BOYLAN 

A BILl FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT TO PROVIDE THAT 

ELEMENTARY -NO HIGH SCHOOL TUITION BE REDUCED BY THE AMOUNT 

THE PARENT OF THE CHILD PAID IN DISTRICT AND COUNTY PROPERTY 

TAXES DURING THE PRECEDING SCHOOL YEAR FOR THE SUPPORT OF 

THE SC"OOL DISTRICT THE CHILO WILL ATTEND; AMENDING SECTIONS 

20-5-303 AND ~e-5-3~5 20-5-313, MCA.• 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF HONTANA: 

~ection t. Section 20-5-303• MCA• is amended to read: 

•zo-5-303. Individual tuition for elementary pupil. No 

provision of this title shall be construed to deny a parent 

the riqht to send his child, at his own expense, to any 

elementary school of a district other than his resident 

district when the parent has agreed to p~y the tuition 

acceptdble to the trustees of the district where the school 

is loc1ted. Th~ trustees of the district where the school is 

locaterJ ~nay allow the attendanca of a child under the 

provisions of this section at their discretion. Wh~n the 

attend3nce is approved, the trustees shall charge tuition at 

the same rate pre5cribed by 20-5-305 reduced by any amount 

which Is uniformly waived by the trustees for all tuition 
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SB 0297/03 

payments. However, under this section, tuition she~~-~e 

we+wed-wheft-the-per~nt-o~-the-eh++d-peTd-the-rate-o~-~~+~+en 

de~err.+ned-a~r-the-~rev+s+en~-e~-28-§-~QS as deter•ined_ln 

i:l1::2::.3.li:L!ib.ill.Lb.~J:~iLII¥-t~WIL.tllL par eat oL-..t.tw 

~ld__pa!Q in district and county property taxes during the 

immediately preceding school fiscal year for the bene¥it and 

support of the district in which the child will attend 

school .• 

Section 2. Section 20-5-313• HCA, is a•ended to read: 

"Z0-5-313. Individual tuition for high school pupil. 

(1) Any child eligible to attend high school ~ay attend 

school in the high school district in which he resides 

without payment of tuition. 

(Z) No provision of this title shall be construed to 

deny a parent the right to send his child. at his own 

expense• to any high school outside of his district of 

residence when the parent agrees to pay the tuition 

acceptable to the trustees of the high school district 

opefating such high school. When the attendance is approved, 

the parent shall 9ay tuition at the rate fixed by the 

trustees. However, under this section, tuition ~he~~-ee 

w~+v~-+~-~"e-peren~of-~he-eh+~d-pe+d-~~-re~e--e~-eH+~en 

~e~erm+ned-tt"der-~~e-proY+~+on~-o~-rQ-5-3~~ ~~miogct jn 

4Q::2::JiZ-~ill.L-lul-U.11l.Lt .. e.sLbx--t.lllLiliWU01~ parent QL:Lbe 

~-~.a.id in district and county property taxes during the 
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R E F E R E N C E B I L L 



s~ 0297/03 

immedi~tely pr@ceding school fiscal year for the benefit and 

2 support of the district in which the child kill attend 

3 school.• 

-End-
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