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adopted. 

Second reading, concurred 
in. 

Third reading, concur rEid 
in. 



IN THE SENATE 

March 23, 1983 

-2-

Returned to Senate. Sent 
to enrolling. 

Reported correctly 
enrolled. 



~Bth Legislature u: 11 'Tl/01 

1 

2 

3 

't 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

1't 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

"'"'"~"" ,.J:fl:t:"" !"· ,ll£. '--s~ r ~---;-r , 1 > ~ ,&p.C;lft/ 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: •AN.ACT REVISING THE STATUTES 

GOVERNING THE MANNER IN WHICH TAXES AND ASSESSMENTS ARE HADE 

AGAINST IRRIGATION DISTRICT LANDS; REMOVING THE S5 HINIMUH 

FEE FOR LANDS NOT ABLE TO RECEIVE WATER; PROVIDING FOR 

ASSESSMENTS UNDER CONTRACTS WITH THE STATE; AND PROVIDING 

FOR ASSESSMENT OF CONSTRUCTION COSTS FOR GRAVITY SYSTEMS; 

AMENDING SECTIONS 65-T-2103 AND 85-7-ZlD't• HCA.• 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Section 85-7-21039 MCAt is a.anded to read: 

•as-T-2103. All irrigable lands chargeable alike. (l) 

All irrigable lands- in each· irrigation district,. except such 

lands that a~e InclUded wi~hin the dist~ict because of the 

exchange or substitution of water· under the provisions of 

85-7-1912, shall pay at the same rate for all purposes for 

which the land~ are charged, except as otherwise provided by 

law. There .. ay be t:l an arl•iDi$'tratiye charge of S5 to $25 

against each separately·owned tract of land regardless of 

its slze 9 as provided in 85-T-2104. Howe¥ery-a-separa~e~y 

eVftetf-t:t"~41tftiCf-ef~....-et-+e"!tS-tmft-wttth+e~o--reee+..e 

wtfter-.ey-tte-ehe~d-"~-lrt01'""1!"-t:tum-'t=he $5 •i ni •tt~rtw 

lli Whenever water used 'for the irrigation of any 
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LC 1197/01 

lands within an irrigation district is 'Obtained by pu11ping 

to di f'ferent et·evatlOft"S• ·the cost of aai ntenance, operation• 

and pu-.plng to each separat:e elevation· shall be apportioned 

and levied upon the lands lying ·under the ditch or ditches 

running fro• that particular elevation. in such .anner as 

•ay be determined fair and equitable by the board of 

co .. issioners after considering the fact5 in each case. This 

apportionment shall be made by the board of co .. issioners 

and inclUded each year in the assess~nt provided for by 

85-7-2104. 

'fi!"'t The a110unt of t.he assesSIIent: · for aaintenance, 

operation, and pu~ing ·of·vater to each separa~e elevation, 

whenever there are--different el-eVations .. Shall be deter•ined 

by the board of coamissioners in such .anner and upon such 

notice to the persons interested ·in the district as the 

board in its rules •ay p~ovide. 

~ Whenever a contract-has been •ad~ with the United 

States. the lands within the district. whether originally 

included or later annexed to the district, shall pay in 

accordance with the federal recla.at.ion laws and ~be public 

notices 9 orders,. and re9ula~ions issued thereunder and in 

compliance with any con~racts made by the"United States with 

the owners of the lands and in coMpliance with the contract 

between ~he distric~s and the United States. 

f41 Whenever a cgntrac;t bas been lladtt·· with the stai-D 

-z- I N T R 0 D U C E D B I L L 
<:'· o. ' ·~ cl ~1· 
,_) (.:__., c>'-· 
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of MQntanat the land$ within the djstrtst• ybeth•r 

~in accgrdance- with state lays and public nqtic•5 and 

rules issugd thereunder and in cp•pllance with any contract 

wade by the &tate with the· QWQ@FS pf Japds •nd· In cpaplionre 

with thg contract between the district and the state. 

L2l Whenever the works necessary for the completed 

project are constructed progressively over a period of years 

and whenever a portion of ~he lands within the· district are 

·or can be Irrigated l year or 110re -before the coapletl-on 'of 

·the entire project. those lands so irrigated or that can be 

so Irrigated through the built portion of the' project shall 

pay for the cost of oper~lng that portion of the project 

serving thee with irrigation water and· a·lso shall pay such 

portion of the interest charges as its irr.igable an~a bears 

to the- irrigable area of the ·entire project. 

i6l WheneYer lands have-appurtenant-thereto a partial 

water right or partial rights in a systea Gt irrigation 

other than that of the district• the a.ounts payable shall 

be equitably apportioned. 

Ill Wbmneyer the pwners of a portion of tbg lppd$ 

wjthin an irrigatiQO di§tri(t £boose tg install a gravity 

.Q.ne• to itCigay thp$e lapds, 1;be cost of coostruc;ting the 

graVity systg11 SbaJJ be -apportigoad UQDQ and }-eyied UDQO 

the lands i(rjgated by the gravitY $rste• ip a wanner 
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determined- to be egyjtablc by t·hft board. Th• Joyy shall be 

i nclu«fed ·each year i o the assess•pt charged under 

85-:7-2104.• 

~ction z. Section ss-7-21~• MCA, is amended to read: 

•&5-7-210~. Annual taz levy apportlon~~ent when 

tracts divided.· (1) On or before the second ftonday in ..July 

each year, the board of coaaisstoners of each irrigation 

district organized under parts 1 and 15 shall ascertain the 

total amount requl~ed to be raised in that year for the 

gene-ral ad•-lnist.rative expenses of the distric.t, including 

the cost of maintenan~e and repairs• and the total a.ount to 

be raised that ·year for Interest on and principal of the 

outstanding bonded or other Indebtedness of the district• 

including· any indebtedness ·incurred under any contract 

betNeen th~- dt·strict.·- and tha United States.. acco_,anying 

which bonds o~ the district have not been deposited with the 

United States as prov1ded. in 85-7-1906. The board shall 

levy, against each 4D-acre tract or fractional lot, as 

designated by the United St~tes public sur.ey. or pla~t.ed 

lot• If land is subdivided in lots and blocks (or where land 

shall be owned in less ·t:han 4G-acre tracts or in less than 

the platted lot., then against each such t..-act) o-t land· in 

the district, that portion of t.he respec~fve total a.ounts 

so to be raised which ~he t.otal irrigable area of any such 

t~act bears to the total ir~lgable area of the lands in the 

-It-
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1 district-. so that each acre "-Of" irrigable 1and in ·the 

2 district shall be aSsessed and required to pay the saae 

3 a..Ount as every ather acre of irrigable Jand t.hereint unless 

It otherwise specifically provided. The board of co-Iss-loners 

5 .ay make a charge of S5 to SZ5 against each separ~ely owned 

6 tract of land, regardless Of itS Size. 

7 

8 wtt+er ae, be eher'§ed.....n: •ore "thatt-tme-SS ai nhntaw 

9 (2) In the event that the ownership of any such 

10 40-acre tract or other subdivision of land in the district 

11 shall be divided after a speci·al tax or assessaent: against 

lZ the same has been levied, each or· either of the owners of 

13 

14 

15 

such tract or 

special tax or 

against. said 

subdivisions shall be entitled to have such 

assess•ent equitably apportioned to and 

divisions of such t~act or subdivisions. so 

16 that· each owner shall be enabled to pay such .special tax or 

11 assessment against his portion of such tract or subdivisi·on 

18 and have the same discharged f~o• the lien thereof. In no 

19 event shall the charge against any separately owned tract of 

20 land be less than ss. lloweuer-r-ll!t-Se'f'151-rll!rl-e+y-owfted t!ree~-of 

21 

22 ~ed PLe"l=: were 't!:heft t=:+te $S •iftiiMI•a• 

-End-
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INTRODUCED BY 

s;,,~~ 

Approv~d by Committee 
on Natural R~sources 

,L _z -BILL NO. #ft , 
,.:;:;z;:_ . dJ,tPc:O:~?JUL 
T~~-- -,.,-, .. 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: •AN.ACT REVISING THE STATUTES 

GOVERNING THE HANNER IN WHICH TAXES AND ASSESSHENTS ARE HADE 

AGAINST IRRIGATION DISTRICT LANDS; RE~VING THE $5 NININUH 

FEE FOR LANDS NOT ~BLE TO RECEIVE WATER; PROVIDING FOR 

ASSESSMENTS UNDER CONTRACTS WITH THE STATE; AND PROVIDING 

FOR ASSESSMENT OF CONSTRUCTION COSTS FOR GRAVITY SYSTEHSi 

AMENDING SECTIONS 85-T-2103 AND 85-7-2104• NCAo• 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE Of THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Section 85-7-2103• MCAw is amended to ~ead: 

•85-7-2103. All ir~igable lands chargeable alike. (1) 

All irriqable land5 in each irrigation district. except such 

1ands that a~e included within the district because o~ the 

exchange or substitution of water under the provisions of 

85-7-1912• shall pay at the sa .. rate for all purposes for 

which the lands are charged• except as otherwise p~ovided by 

Jaw. There may be a· an adwjnistratiye charge of S5 to $25 

against each separately·owned tract of land regardless of 

i~s size, as provided in 85-7-2104. Hewewert-a-sep~e~y 

&WI'te~ae't sf 1 ttftd-e'f l e.ere sr -1-eits-and--t~Mtbf-e to reeei-v-e 

L'} Whenever water used for the irrigation of any 
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lands vlthin an irrigation district is ·obtained by pu~~plng 

to different elevations, the cost of .aintenance• operation, 

and puMping to each separate elevation shall be apportioned 

and levied upon the lands lying under the dltch or ditches 

running from ~hat particular elevation. in such .anner as 

may be determined fair and equitable by the board of 

coJIIIIlissloners after c·onsidering the facts in each case. This 

apportionment shall be made by the board· of co .. issioners 

and inclUded each year in the assess~nt provided for by 

85-7-2104. 

~ The amount of the assess•ent for aaintenance, 

operation·, and pumping of ·water to each separate elevation, 

whenev~r there are di~ferent elevations, shall be determined 

by the board of co•slssioners in such .anfteF and upon such 

notice to the persons in~erested in the district as the 

board in its rules •ay provide. 

Ll1 Whenever a contract has been made with the United 

States, the lands within the district, whether originally 

included or later annexed to the district, shall pay in 

accordance with the federal recla.ation laws and the public 

notices, orders, and regula~ions i-ssued thereunder and in 

compliance with any contracts made by the·united States with 

the owners of the lands and in compliance with the contract 

between the districts and the Unit~d States. 

14\ Whgneyer a contract ha$ been mqde·witb the state 

-2-
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gf Kontana. the lands within the djstrict• whether 

grigjnally jncluded or later annexed to the djstrfcts shall 

.Q..a.¥_j n accordance wl th state 1 aws and publ jc not,ic::es and 

ryles jssued thereunder and jo c-gagljaocg wjJh agy cqptc.act, 

made by t.be rtate w-i tb the owners of 1 aods and in cgepl j agee 

with thg contract between the distriGt and the $tate· 

L2l Whenever the works necessary for the completed 

project are constructed progressively over a period of yeacs 

and whenever a portion of the lands within the· district are 

or can be i rr i ~a ted 1 year or •ore before the co•plet.ien of 

the entire project, those lands so irrigated or that can be 

so irrigated through the built portion of the project shall 

pay for the cost of operating that portion of the project 

serving them with irrigation water and also shall pay such 

portion of the interest charges as its irrigable area bears 

to the- i rri gable area of t.he entire project. 

L6l Whenever lands have appurtenant thereto a partial 

water right or partial rights in a 5yste• of irrigation 

other than that of the dlstrlcto the a.ounts payable shall 

be equitably apportioned. 

lll Hhgnever the pwp•rs of a portjgo of thg lapds 

within an irrigatiqp district cbgq$@ tp ipstall a gravity 

systea to ir(igatg thqsg laQds• 'tb• cgst gf cgostructing the 

gravity aystg11 shall be aepgrt:Jgned M!ODQ and leyied upon 

the lands irrjgated by the groyjty syste• ip a wagner 

-3-

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

a 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13· 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

LC 1197/01 

detgrmingd to be egujtabJe by the board. The Jeyy shall be 

included each year ; n the asses sweat; cbarggd yoder 

an7-?Jf)4." 

s~ction z. Section 65-7-210~, MCAt is amended to read: 

ws5-7-2lo~. Annual tax levy -- apportion.ent when 

trac~s divided. (1) On or before ~he second Monday in July 

each year, the board of co .. issioners of each Irrigation 

district organized under parts 1 and 15 shall ascertain the 

total amount required to be raised in that year for the 

general administrative expenses of the district, including 

the cos~ of .aintenance and repairs, and the total a.ount to 

be raised that year for interest on and principal of the 

outstanding bonded or other indebtedness of the district, 

including any indebtedness ·incurred under any contract 

between the dlstclct and the United Stateso accoapanying 

which bonds of the district have not been deposited with the 

United States as provided in 85-7-1906. The board shall 

levy. against each ~0-acre tract or fractional lot, as 

designated by the United St~tes public surw.yo or platted 

lot, Jf land is subdrwided in lots and blocks tor where land 

shall be owned in Jess than 40-acre tracts or Jn less than 

the platted lot., then against each such 'tl"act) o'f land' in 

the district, that. portion of the respective to'tal aeounts 

so to be raised which the total irrlgable area of any such 

tract bears to the total irrlgable area· of the lands In the 

-4-
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requirold to 

LC 1197/Dl 

land in .the 

pay the sa•e 

3 a1110unt as every other acre of ·irrigable .land therein• unless 

4 other-wise specifically provided• The board of comw~issioners 

5 may &ake a charge of S5 to $25 against each separately owned 

6 tract of land, regardless of its size. Howeyery-e-~ee+y 

7 

5 

9 (2) In the event that the ownership of any such 

10 40-acre tract or other subdivision of land in the district 

11 shall be divided after a special tax or assess.ent again~t 

12 the same has been levied, each or either of the owners of 

l3 

14 

15 

such tract or 

special tax or 

against said 

subdivisions shall be entitled to have such 

assess•ent equitably apportioned to and 

divisions of such tract or subdivisions, so 

16 that each owner shall be enabled to pay such special tax or 

17 assessment aqainst his portion of such tract or subdivision 

18 and have the same discharged froa the lien thereof. In no 

19 event shall the charge against any separately owne~ tract of 

20 I and b" 

21 

Z2 ~ed-fte't -re LhUII ~§-.ifti•~••• 

-End-
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A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITlED: •AN ACT REVISING THE STATUTES 

GOVERNING THE MANNER IN WHICH TAXES AND ASSESSMENTS ARE MADE 

AGAINST IRRIGATION DISTRICT LANDS; REMOVING THE $5 MINIMUM 

FEE FOR LANDS NOT ABLE TO RECEIVE WATER; PROVIDING FOR 

ASSESSMENTS UNDER CONTRACTS WITH THE STATE; AND PROVIDING 

FOR ASSESSMENT OF CONSTRUCTION COSTS FOR GRAVITY SYSTEMS; 

AMENDING SECTIONS 85-7-2103 AND 85-7-21~• NCA.• 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Section 85-7-2103• MCA.a is aa~ended to read: 

•85-7-2103. All irrigable lands chargeable alilce. (1) 

All irrigable lands in each irrigation districta.excep~ such 

lcinds that are included within- the district because of' t.he 

exchahge or substitution of Mater under the provisions of 

85-T-1912, shall pay at the sa•e rate for all purposes for 

which the lands are charged; except as otherwise provided by 

Jaw. There may be A an arl•jnistratlye charge of S5 to $25 

against each separately owned tract of land ~egardless of 

its size. as p~ovided in '85-7-210~. Hewevery-e-eep~e~ 

ewrae<S-4:1"~-M-lmtd-ef-l--eeflr-Ot"-+e9S-and-t~~tebf.e~o---reeei-Ye 

wai:ef' • .,, be eh~~ .. ....--~..--.!0-llflt+mll-

Lll Whenever water used for the irrigation of any 
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lands within an Irrigation district is "obtained by pu11ping 

to di ff'erertt- et·avatlon·s. ·the cost of ~~aintenatK:e• operation, 

and pullping to each separate elevation· shall be apportioned 

and levied upon the lands lying under the ditch or ditches 

running f'ro• that particular elevation. In such .anner as 

•ay ·be deter•ined fair and equitable ·by the board of 

co .. issioners after considering the facts in each case. This 

apportion~nt shall be made by the board· of co .. issioners 

and included each year in the assass.ant provided for by 

85-7-21~. 

~ The aMOunt of the assess-eDt for maintenance, 

operation·. and pu.plng ·af"va'ter to each separat:.e eleYat:ion., 

whenev~r there are different •teYa~ions. Shall be determined 

by the boaJ"d of co-issioners in such -.anlier and upon such 

nottce to the persons· interested ·in the distri~t as the 

board in its ruJes •ay provide. 

Ll1 Whenever a contract has been •ade with the United 

States9 the lands within the district. whether originally 

included or later annexed to the district, s~all pay in 

accordance with the federal recla.a~ion laws and the public 

noticP.St orders,- and regula-tions issued thereunder and in 

compliance with any contracts made by the United S~ates with 

the owners of the lan~s and in compliance with the contract 

be·tween the districts and the United States. 

(41 Whgngyer a GQDtcact has been made with the state 

-2- T H 1 R D R E A D 1 N G 
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of Hontanaw the land$ within the djstrjct. whether 

qriginally jncluded or later annexed tg tbft djstrict· sba)J 

pay jn accoraaoc• with state Jaws and public opticgs and 

rule& i&Sued thereuqd•r and jn tpapl lanse wjth any cgn·tract 

made by t;be state w·iUJ t;be owners qf lands and· in cowgl jance 

wlt::h the contract betyeeo the distch:t and thg :U;ata. 

~ Whenever the works necessarr for the completed 

8 project are-constructed progressively over a period of years 

9 and whenever a portion of the lands within the· district are 

10 · or can be i rr i ~a·ted 1 year or more -before t:he co.,latJen of 

11 the entire project• those lands so i·rrigated or that can be 

12 · so Irrigated through the built portion of the· project shall 

13 
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15 

16 

11 

18 

1'1 
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21 

zz 
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Z5 

pay for tile cost of operating that portion of tile project 

serving t:he• with irrigation water and· a·lso shall pay such 

portion of the ·interest charges as Its Jr-r,igable area bears 

to the· -irrigable ar'aa of the ·entire project. 

tAl Whenever lands have appurtenant-thereto a partial 

water righ~ or partial righ~s In a syste. of irriga~lon 

other than that of the distrlcto tile a~nts payable shall 

be equitably apportioned. 

tlt Wbaneyer the pwners of a pgr'tjAD pf tbe JapdA 

wJthln an irrigation distrl<t·~hgpae to install a gravity 

syrle• to jr(igilh those laMs. 'J:he <:ost qf c;pnd,rw;tjog fhe 

grayi'ty syste11 shall hi: appgrtignftd MpiKI and }Jnrigd uooo 

the lands· i(rjgased hJ the grayity $yste• ip a wanner 
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detgrmineq to be equjtable by the board. The leyy shall bg 

included ·eac;b year· j n the assess Mot charged under 

85::7-2194.• 

Section 2. Section 85-7-210~• MCA• is a.ended to r~ad: 

"85-7-210~. Annual tax levy apportlon.ent when 

tract-s dl vi ded. (1) On or before the second Monday in July 

each year, the board of caa.i·ssioners of each irrigation 

district organized under parts 1 and 15 shall ascertain the 

total amount required ~o be raised in that year for the 

general ad•inistrative expanses of the district, including 

the ·cost of .aintenance and repairs• and the total aiK)Unt to 

be raised ~hat year for Interest on and principal o~ the 

outstanding bonded· or other indebtedness of the dis·.trict, 

including any indebtedness incurred under any contract 

between the- dhtrlct and the llnited Stateso acc-nying 

which bonds of·tlle district have not bean deposited with the 

United States as provided In 85-7-1'106. Tile board shall 

levy, against each ~o-acre tract or ~ractlonal lot• as 

designated by the United s~~tes public surweyo or platted 

lot. If land Is subdtvided in Jots and blocks tor Where land 

sllsll be olmed in less than ~o-acre trac~s or In less than 

tile platted lot• then against each such tractt of land· in 

the dlstricto that portron of tile respective ~atal a.ounts 

so to be raised which ~he total irrlgable area of any such 

tract bears to the total irrigable area of the lands In the 

-+-
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1 district..· so that each acre ·of lrrigable land In .the 

2 district shalt be assessed and required to pay the sa•e 

3 a.ount. as every other acf'e of-·irr:igable _.1and therein., unless 

It other·wisa specifically provided. ·The board of' co-iss-ioners 

5 .ay •ake a charge of ss to $25 against each separately owned 

6 tract of 

7 

8 

9 

a.,.ect traet! of laRd of•l acre ar 1eas and tmable t:u receiwe 

10 

(2) In the event that the ownership 

~o-acre tract or other subdivision of land in 

of 

t.he 

any such 

district 

11 shall be divided after a special tax or assessaent against 

12 the saae has been levied, each or either of the owners of 

13 sUch tract or subdivisions shall be entitled to have such 

14 special tax or assess•ent equitably apportioned to and 

15 against said divi-sions o~ such tract or sUbdivisions• so 

16 that· each owner shall be enabled to pay such special tax or-

17 assessment against his portion of such tract or subdivision 

18 and ha~e the same discharged fro• the lien thereof. In no 

19 event shall the charge against any separately owned tract of 

20 land be 

21 +etwf-ef-t-aet*e er l e•a-et'tll tlftaa.le te reeri¥e--w~r---.ay-tte 

22 ehd~tuf ftet aere t:han ~e-.!i--+lti1Mttaw-• 

-End-
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SENATE BILL ~0. 294 

INTRODUCED BY HAZELBAKER, 

THOFT, HAND, SEVERSON 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT REVISING THE STATUTES 

GCYE~NING THE ~ANNER IN WHICH TAXES AND ASSESS~ENTS ARE MADE 

AGAINST IRRIGATION DISTRICT LANDS; REMOVING THE S5 ~INIHUH 

FEE F~R LANDS NOT ABLE TO •ECEIVE WATER; PROVIDING FOR 

ASSESSMFNTS UNDER CONTRACTS WITH THE STATE; AND PROYIOING 

FOR ASSESSMENT OF CONSTRUCTION COSTS FOR GRAVITY SYSTE~S; 

AMENDING SECTIONS 85-7-2103 AND 85-7-2104, HCA.• 

BF IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

~ectlon t. Section 85-l-2103, MCA, is amend@d to read: 

•&5-7-2103. All irriqable lands chargeable alike• (l) 

All irriqable land~ In each irrigation district. except such 

lands that are Included •ithin the district because of the 

excha~q~ or substitution of wgter under the provisions of 

85-T-1912 9 shall pay at the sa~e rate for all purposes for 

which the lands are ch~rgedr except as otherwise provided by 

1~~. There may bee au_aawln~Latl~e charge of $5 to $2S 

a~3in>t each ~eoarately owned tract of land reqardless of 

its ~;zp 9 a5 provided in 85-7-2104. ~e~ewe~y-e-$e~a~e~e+y 

ownee-~~eet-e~-+eftd-e~-~-8e~e-o~-+e~$-eft8-e~eb+e-~o--~eee+•e 

weter-~ey-be-ehe~~ed-ne~-~ere-~"eft-~he-•5-~+n+•~•• 
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SB 0294/02 

!Zl Whenever water used for the irrigation of any 

lands within an irrigation district is obtained by pumping 

to different elevations 9 th~ cost of maintenance. operation, 

and ~umpinq to each separate elevation shall be apportioned 

and levied upon the lands lying under the ditch or ditches 

runni~q from that particular elevation, in such Manner as 

may be determined f~ir and equitable by tne board of 

commissioners after considering the facts in each case. This 

apportion~ent shall be •ade by the board of coRmissioners 

and included each year In the assessment provided for by 

8~-7-210~. 

t~t The aMount of the assess~ent for mal"tenance7 

opgration, and pumpinq of water to each separate elevatlon 9 

whenev~r there are different elevations, shall be deter•ined 

by t~e board of com~issloners in such ~nner and upon such 

notice to the persons interested in the district as the 

board in its rules may provide. 

Lll Whenever a contrac~ has been made with the United 

States. the lands •lthin the district. whether originally 

included or later annexed to the district, shall pay in 

accordance with the federal reclamation ldws and the public 

notic~s, orders, and regulations issued thereunder and in 

compliance with any contracts made by the United Stdtes with 

the owners of the lands and in compliance with the contract 

betwee1 the districts and the United St3tes. 
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L~~--~ben~~~~--a_-~ontL~t-ba~n~~n-ma~-~itb_tue_~tQt~ 

of __ ~gotaoa£--tbe__lao~--Witbin ___ tbe ___ ~i~t~~L>---~e~L 

n~igio~llx __ in~l~e~_aL-latee-aone~~-to-tbe_~i~tL~t£~ball 

~ax-iu_a~kDL~o~e_~itb-~~tB-!a~--ao~--nubli~noti~~__aod 

LUlB~-i~&ued-tbeLBUO~~L-20~-iD-~DmOlia~B-~itb-aD¥-~alltLa~ 

made-tx-tbe~ate_~itb-tbe_o~oe~Qi-la~~aoa-lo_kn~liao~ 

~ltb-tbe-~ontLa~t-bet.een_tbe_ai&tLi~~-tue-~tate£ 

L~l When~ver the works necessary for the completed 

project are constructed progressively over a period of years 

and whenever a portion of the lands ~ithin the district are 

or can be irrigated 1 year or more before the completion of 

the entire project• those lands so irrigated or that can be 

so irriqated through the built portion of the project shall 

pay f~r the cost of operating that portion of the project 

s~rvin9 them with irrigation water and also shall pay such 

portion of the interest char9es as its irrigable area bears 

to the irrlqable area of the entire project. 

lbl Whenever lands have appurtenant thereto a partial 

water right or partial rights in a system of irrigation 

other than that of the district. the amounts payable shall 

be eqJitably apportioned. 

il~--Wbenex~L--tbt--R~eL~--Df--a __ DOLtinn_o!_t~-lao~ 

•i1bLD-~D-lLLig~tiOO-di~tL~1-~bRR&e-10--iU~t~ll__a__gcaxitx 

&X&1em-10-iCLi~ate~tbo&e-laD~1-tbt-~D~~gg~tLU~og_tbe 

~axitX--&X1iea--~ball __ Qe_anoaLtiaoe~_amaon-aod levied uooo 
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tne_lo>a~_iLLiQated--bX--tbe __ gLa~itx--~x~w_-!n__a __ maoo~c 

aetec~ioed __ tc __ be_eQUitable-bx_tbe_bQaCd&-lbe_lex¥-~hall-~ 

ia~l~ded __ ea~b--¥eaL __ io __ tbe ___ a5~5~1---~~--_una~ 

ll~=I=Zlll!ta" 

~ection 2. Section 65-7-2104• MCA• is aftend~d to read: 

• 85-7-2104. Annual tax levy -- apport i on~ttent "'hen 

tracts divided. (1) Un or before the second ~onday in July 

each yPdr. the board of co~~is~ioners of each irri9ation 

district orqanized unrler parts 1 and 15 shall ascertain the 

tntnl a~ount required to be rai~ed in that year for the 

qener~l administrative expenses of the district, incluaing 

the c~st of maintenance and repairs. and the total aaount to 

o~ r~ised that year for interest on and ~rincipal of the 

outstanding bonded or other indebtedness of the district, 

including any indebtedness incurred under any contract 

betwe~n the district and the United States• accompanying 

whi~h bonds of the district have not been deposited with the 

Unitwl States as provid~d in 85-7-1906. The bodrd shall 

levy., 'lQainst ·~ach itO-acre tract. or fractional lot• as 

desiq1ated by the United States public survey, or platted 

lot. If land is subdivided in lots and blocks (or where land 

shall be owned In less than 40-acre tracts or in less than 

the 1latted lot. then against each such tract) of l~nd in 

the district• that portion of the respective total dmounts 

so to be raIsed •h i ch the total i rr i gable area of any such 
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lrriqable area of the lands in the 

acre of irrigab1e land in the 

distri~t shall be assessed and required to pay the same 

dmount as every other acre of irrigable land therein, unless 

otnerwise specifically provided. The board of commissioners 

may make a charge of SS tn $25 against each separately owned 

tract of land, regardless of its size. Hewewe~y-e-se~re~e+y 

~wnea-t~ee~-e~-~~0-o~-~-eere-e•-~e~~-e"d-~ftsb~e-~o--reee+Ye 

weter-Mey-be-enerqed-n~-ae•e-~hftn-~he-•s-•+n+.a•w 

( 2) In the event that the ownership of any such 

40-acre tract or other subdivision of land in the district 

shall be divided after a special tax or assessment against 

11 the s~~e has beP.n levied, each or either of the owners of 

1~ such tract or subdivisions shall be entitled to have such 

15 speci~l t~x or assessment equitably apportioned to and 

16 uQainst s~id divisions of such tract or subdivisions, so 

17 that P~ch owner shall be enabled to pay such special tax or 

lA asse~sment aqainst nis portion of such trdct or subdivision 

19 rlnd naie ~he same discharged from the lien thereof. In no 

20 event shall the charge agai~st any separately owned tract of 

ll l~nd Oe less th~n $5. Hew~Y@r•-e-~eoere~e~y-ewft~d-~r~et-ef 

27 +""~-~f-T-e~r@-~r-~P~~-e"e-u"eb+e-ee-Peee+ye--wat~r--~ey--8@ 

23 en~r~~~-fte~-more-~"en-the-•5-m+~+mttm•" 

-End-
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