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INTROOUCED BY
(E;&y£u1/7{

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED:  %aAN ACT RE¥ISING THE STATUTES
GOVERNING THE MANNER IN WHICH TAXES AND ASSESSHENTS ARE MADE
AGAINST JRREIGATION DISTRICT LANDS; REMOVING THE $5 MINIMUM
FEE FOR LANDS NOT ABLE TO RECEIVE WATER; PROVIDING FOR
ASSESSMENTS UNDER CONTRACTS WITH THE STATE; AND PROVIDING
FOR ASSESSMENY OF CONSTRUCTION COSTS FOR GRAVITY SYSTEMS

AMENDING SECTIONS B85-T—Z2103 AND 85-T-2104» MCAL™

BE IT ENACYED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA:
Section l« Section 85-7-2103y HCAe is amended to read:
®§5-T7T-2103. " Al} irrigable lands chargeable alike. (1)

Al irrigable lands in each irrigation districts except such

lands that are included within the district because of the

exchange or substitution of water under the provisions of

B85-7-1912y shall pay at the same rate for all purposes for

which the lands are chargeds except as otherwise provided by

laws There may be & apn adginistrative charge of $5 to $25
against each separately owned tract of - land regardless of

its sizZey as provided in 85-T-2104. Howevery-p-separately

- owned-tract—of -t and—eof ~-k-ncra-or-iese-and-unebie-to—receive

water-may—be~charged-not-more-than-the-$5-ninimoumy

f2) Whenever water used for the irrigqation of any
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lands within an irrigation district is obtained by pusping
to different z2levationss the cost of maintenances operations
and pumping to each separate elevation shall be apportioned
and levied upon the lands lying under the ditch oF ditches
running  from that particular elevations in such mamer as
may be determined fair and equitable by the board of
commissioners after considering the facts in each case«. This
apportionment shall be made by the board of commissioners
and included each year in the assessment provided for by
85-T-2104.

2y The amount of ¢the assessment - for maintenancey
operationy and pumping of water to each separate elevatione
whenevar there are- different etevationse shall be determined
by the board of commissioners in such mamner and upon such
notice to the persons interested ‘in the district as the
board in its rules may provides

{3) whenever a contract has been made with the United
Statesy the Yands within the districtes whether originally
inctuded or later amnexed to the districte shall pay in
accordance with the federal reclamation laws and the public
noticesy ordersy and regulations issued thereunder and in
compliance Wwith any contracts made by the United States with
the owners of the lands and in compliance with the contract
between the districts and the United States.

12)__dbeneyer @ contrack has been made with the state

-2~ [NTRODUCED BILL
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. " i .

origipally . incliuyded or later ampexed tg the districty shall
pay in accordance with state laws aod public npotices and
tules issued thereunder and in compliance with apy coniract
made by the state wiih the owners of jands and io comspliance
with the contract between the district aad the states

13} Wwhenever the works necessary for the completed
project are constructed progressively over a period of years

and whenever a portion of the lands within the district are

‘or can be irrigated 1 year or more before the completion -of

the entire projects those lands so irrigated or that can he
so Irrigated tfirough the built portion of the project shall
pay for ‘the cost of operating that portion of the project
serving them with irrigation water and also shall pay such
portion of the interest charges as its irrigable area bears
to the irrigable area of the ‘entire projact.

" 1&) Whenever lands have dppurtemant thereto a partial
water right or partial rights in a system of irrigation
other than that of the districty the amounts payable shall
be equitably apportioned.

{1} _HWhepever the owners of a povriion gf the lands
within an_irrigation diskrict choose to install a grawity
System Lo irrigaté ithose lands. the cost of constructing fhe
gravity system shall be apportioned among and levied upoa
the lapds irri 't ti it t i
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Section 2. Section 85-7-2104y MCAy is amended to read:

"Bg5-T~2104e Annual tax levy - apportlonment when
tracts divideds (1) DOn or before the second Monday in July
each yeary the board of commissioners of each irrigation
district organized under parts 1 and 15 shall ascertain the
total amount required to be raised in that year for the
general adeministrative expenses of the districts including
the cost of maintenance and repairses and the total amount to
be raised that ‘year for interest on and principal of the
outstanding bonded or other indebtedness of +the districty
including any indebtedness -incurred under any <contract
between the district -and the United Statesy accompanying
which bonds of the district have not been deposited with the
United States as provided in 85-7-1906s. The board shaill
levyy against each 4D0~acre +tract or fractional lots as
designated by the United States public surveys or platted
Tots If Yand is subdivided in Tots and blocks (or where land
shall ‘be owned in Jess than 40—acre tracts or in 1less than
the platted loty then against each such tract) of land in
the district, that portion of the respective total amounts
50 to be raised which the total irrigable area of any such

tract bears to the total irrigable areéa of the lands in the

—4
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districty  so that each acre of idrrigable: land in the
district ;hall be assessed and requirad to pay the same
amount as every other acre of irrigable Jand thereins unless
otherwise specifically providede The board of commissioners
may make a charge of $5 to $25 against each separdtely owned
tract of landy regardless of its size. Hewevery-a-separately
ewned-tract-of-iand—-of-i-sere-or-fess-and-unabie—toreceive
water—-say-be-charged-net-wore—thon-the—$5-niniminy

{2) In the event that the ownership of any such
40-acre tract or other subdivision of land in the district
shall be divided after a special tax or assessment against
the same has been leviedy ®ach or cither of the owners of
such tract or subdivisions shall be entitled to have such
special tax or assessment eguitably apportioned to and
against said divisions of such tract or subdivisionse s0
that each owner shall be enabled to pay such special tax or
assessment against his portion of such tract or subdivision
and have the same discharged from the lien thereofe In ao
event shall the charge against any separately owned tract of
tand be 1less than $5. Howevery—s—separstely-owncd—tracet—of
Fend—-of —i-aere—or-tess—ond-unable—to—receive-—water—may-—be
therged—not-nare—thon— the—35—miniaune®

~End-
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Approved by Committes
on Natural Resources

INTRODUCED BY

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: ®AN ALT REYISING THE STATUTES
GOVERNING THE MANNER IN WHICH TAXES AND ASSESSMENTS ARE MADE
AGAINST .IRRIGATIGN DISTRICT LANDS; REMOVING THE $5 MINIMUM
FEE FOR LANDS NOT ABLE TO RECEIVE WATER; PRUVIDING FOR
ASSESSMENTS UNDER CONTRACTS WNiTH THE STATE; AND PROVIDING
FOR ASSESSMENT DF CONSTRUCTION COSTS FOR GRAVITY SYSTEMS

AMENDING SECTIONS 85-T7T~2103 AND B5-7-2104s RCA."™

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA:
Section l- Section B5-7-2103¢ MCAy is amended to read:
#85~T-2103. AlY irrigable lands chargeable alike. (1)

Al jrrigable lands in each irrigationm districts except such
lands that are included within the district because aof the
exchange or substitution of water under the provisions of
85-7-1912+ shall pay at the Same rate for all purposes for
which the 1ands are charyeds except as otherwise provided by
laws There may be a an agdminjistrative charge of $5 to $25
against each separately owned tract of land regardiess of
its sizey as provided in 85-7-2104. Howeverv-s—separatedy
owne d—tract—of—t and-of —t—oert—or—esa-and-unebie—to—receive
water-nay-be-charged-aek—nore—than-the-45-minimums

121 HWhenever water used fTor the irrigation of any
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lands within an irrigation district is obtained by pumping
to differernt clevationsy the cost of maintenamcey operations
and pumping to each separate elevation shall be apportioned
and levied upon the Tands lying under the ditch or  ditches
running from that particular elevations in such mammer as
may be determined fair and equitabte by the board of
commissioners after considering the facts in each case. This
apportionment shall be made by the board of commissioners
and included each yedr in the assessment provided for by
B85—-7-2104%.

2 The amount of the assessment for maintenances
operationy and pumping of water tc each separate elevations
whenever there are different elevationss shall be determined
by the board of comaissioners in such mamner and upon such
notice to the persons interested in the district as the
board in its rules may providas

{3} wWhenever a contract has been made wWwith the United
Statesy the lands within the districte whethar originally
included or later annexed to the districts shall pay in
accordance with the federal reclamation laws and the public
noticesy ordersy and regulations issued thereunder and in
compliance with any contracts made by the United States with
the owners of the lands and in compliance with the contract
betwean the districts and the United Statess

£2)_ dbeneyer .2 contract bhas been made with the staie

-2—
SECOND READING
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pay in accordance with state laws and public agtices ang
made by the state with the owners of Jands and in compliance
with the contract between the district aad the state.

{5) HWhenaver the works necessary for the <coapleted
project are constructed progressively over a period of years
and whenever a portion of the lands within the district are
or can be irrigoted 1 year or more before the completien -of
the entire projecty those lands so irrigated or that can be
50 irrigated through the built portion of the project shall
pay for the cost of operating that portion of the project
serving them with irrigation water and also shal}l pay such
portion of the interest charges as its irrigable area bears
to the irrigable area of the entire projects

16) Whenever lands have appurtenant thereto a partial
water right or partial rights In a system of irrigation
other than that of the districts the amounts payable shal}

be equitably apportioned.
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Section 2. Section B5-7-210%y MCAy is amended to read:

"B5-T-2104« Annual tax Jevy -— apportiomment when
tracts divided. (1) On or before the second Monday in July
each yeary the board of commissionerzs of each Irrigation
district organized under parts 1 and 15 shall ascertain the
tota)l amount required to be raised in that year for the
general administrative expenses of the districts including
the cost of maintenance and repairss and the total amount to
be raised that year for interest on amd primcipal of the
outstanding bonded or other indebtedness of the districty
including any indebtedness incurred under any contract
between the district and the United Statesy accompanying
which bonds of the district hove not been deposited with the
United States as provided in 85-7-1906. The board shall
levys against each 4&O0-acre tract or fractional lote, as
designated by the United States public surwveys or platted
lote If land is subdivided in lots and blocks (or where land
shall be awned in less than 40-acre tracts or In less than
the platted lots  then against each such tract) of tand in
the districty that portiom of the respective total amounts
so to be raised which the total irrigable area of any such

tract bears to the total irrigable area of the lands in the
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districts so0 that each acre of irrigable land in the
district shall be assessed and required to pay the same
amount as every other acre of irrigable Jand thereine unless
otherwise sSpecifically provideds The board of commissioners
may make a charge of $5 to $25 against each separately owned
tract of landy regardliess of its siZzea. towevery—a—-seperately
owned-tract-of-tond-eof—i—sere-ar—iess-and-unabie—to-—reeceivea
wate r-woy-be-cherged-not—sere-than—the-5$5—niwisdny

{Z) In the event that the ownership of any such
40-acre tract or other subdivision of land in the district
shall be divided after a special tax or assessment against
the same has been levieds each or either of the owners of
such tract or subdivisions shall be entitlad to have such
special tax or assesssent equitably apportioned to and
against said divisions of such tract oy subdivisionse so
that each awner shall be enabled to pay such special tax or
assessment against his portion of such tract or subdivision
and have the same discharqged from the lien thereofe 1In no
event shall the charge against any separately owned tract of
tand be less than $5. Howsvery—a—separatelty-owned—tract-of
rend-ef—t—aere-or—tesy-und-unable-—to-receive-—water—may—be
eharged-not-mere—thanthe—$5—ps ti-stny ®

-End~
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INTRODUCED BY

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED:Z AN ACT RE¥ISING THE STATUTES
GOVERNING YHE MANNER IN WHICH TAXES AND ASSESSMENTS ARE MADE
AGAINST IRRIGATION ODISTRICT LANDS; REMOVING THE 35 MINIHUM
FEE FOR LANDS NOT ABLE TO RECEIVE WATER; PROVIDING FOR
ASSESSMENTS UNDER CONTRALTS MWITH THE STATE; AND PROVIDING
FOR ASSESSMENT OF CONSTRUCTION COSYS FOR GRAVITY SYSTEMS3

AMENDING SECTIONS 85-7-2103 AND 85-7-2104y HCA.®

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA:
Section le Section 85-7-2103¢ MCAs is amended to read:2
*55~7-2103, A}} irrigable lands chargeable altike. {1}

AVl jrrigable .lands in each irrigation districts except such

Tands that are included within the district because of the

exchahge or substitution of water under the provisions of

85-T-1912s shall pay at the same rate for all  purposes for
which the Tands are charyeds except as otherwise provided by

laws There may be 4 an adminjistrative charge of 35 to 525

against each separately owned tract of land regardless of

its sizes as provided in 85-7-2104. Howevery—o—separctely
owned-tract—of-toand-of-i—-acre-or—tess-and-wnebie—to—reteive
water-aay-be—charged-nrot—nore—thaon—the—4$5-ninimumy

121 whenever water used for the irrigation of any
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lands within .an irrigation district is obtained by pumping
to different elavationss the cost of maintenancey operationy
and pumping to each separate ¢levation shall be apportioned
and levied upon the lands lying uader the ditch or ditches
running from that particular elevations ¥In such mamner as
way be determined fair and equitable -hy the board of
commissioners after considering the facts in each cases This
apportionment shall be made by the board of commissioners
and included each year in the assessment provided for by
85-T-2104.

2% The amount of the assessment for maintenancaes
operations and pumpling of water to each separate elevations
whenever there are different 2levationss shall be determined
by the board of commissioners in such mamier and upon such
notice to the persons interested ‘in the district as the
board in its rules may provide.

13} Whenever a contract has been made with the United
Statesy the lands within the districts whether originaliy
included  or later amnexed to the districty shal) pay in
accordance with the federal reclamation laws and the public
noticesy orderss and regulations issued thereundar and in
compliance with any contracts made by the United States with
the owners of the lands and in compliance with the contract

between the districts and the United Statess
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(5] MWhenaver the works necessary for the completed
project are constructed progressively over a periad of years

and whenever a portion of the lands within the district are

“or can be irrigated 1 year or more before the completion of

the entire projects those lands so irrigated or that can be
so irrigated through the built portion of the project shall
pay for thes cost of operating that portion of the project
serving them with irrigation water and also shal) pay such
portion of the interest charges as its irrigable arca bears
to the lirrigable area of the entire projecte

£6) Whenever lands have appurtemant thereto a partial
‘uater right or partial rights 1In a system of irrigation
other than that of the districts the amounts payable shall
be equitably apportioned.

(Zh Kt &t £ ti f the land
within an irrigation district cthoose t install avity

g to irrigats tr landss ‘it £ s - £L

gravity _syst hall i ¢ janed  Tevied

the lands ircigated |
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Section 2, Section 85~T-210%s MCAy is amended to read:

"85-7-2104= Annual tax 1levy — apportiomment when
tracts dividede {1) Un or before the second Monday in July
each yeary the board of commissioners of each irrigation
district organized under parts 1 and 15 shall ascertain the
total amount required to be raised in that year for the
general administrative expenses of the districty including
the cost of maintenance and repairss and the total amount to
be raised that year for interest on and principal of the
outstanding bonded or other indebtedness of the districty
including any indebtedness -incurred under any contract
between the district and the United Statesy accompanying
which bonds of the district have not been deposited with the
United  States as provided in 85-7-1906. The board shall
Tevys against each 40~acre tract or fractional 1loty as
designated by the -United States public surveys or platted
loty ¥if Vlamd is subdivided in Yots and blocks {or where land
shall be owned in Tess than 40-acre tracts or in less thaa
the platted lots then against each such tract) of Yand in
the districte that portion of the respective total amounts
50 to be raised which the total irrigable area of any such

tract bears to the total i#rvrigable area of the lands in the
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districts' so that each acre of irrigable dand in the
district shall be assessed and requirad to pay the some
amount as every other acre of irrigable land thereine uniless
otherwisa specifically provideds The board of commissioners
may make a charge of $5 to $25 against cach separately owned
tract of landy regardiess of its size. Howevery—e—-separstedy
owned—troct-of-tond-of-i-scre-er—$ess-and—unabie-to--receive
watar—-pay-be-charged-not-nore-than—the—sS-aininvey

{2) In the event that the ownership of any such
40-acre tract or other subdivision of land in the district
shall be divided after a special tax or assessment against
the samé has been leviedsy e¢ach or alther of the owners: of
such tract - or subdivisions shal) be entitled to have such
special tax or assessMent equitably apportioned to and
against said divisions of such tract or subdivisionss so
that each owner shall be enabled to pay such special tax or
assessment against his portion of such tract or subdivision
and have the same discharged from the lien thereof. In no
event shall the charge against any separately owned tract of
tand be Jless than $5. Hewevery—t—-teparstely-owned-tract—of
tend-of—t-oere-or—tess—ond-uneable—to—receive-—woter—may—be
chorged-nokt-more—than—the-95-méninuns "

—End-
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SENATE BILL ND. 29%
INTRODUCED BY HAZEL BAKERs

THOFTs HANDy SEVYERSON

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: “AN ACT REVISING THE STATUTES
GCVYERMING THE MANNER IN WHICH TAXES AND ASSESSMENTS ARE MADE
AGAINST TIRRIGATION DISTRICT LANDS: REMOVING THE $5 HMINIMUM
FEE FOR LANDS NOT ABLE TO RECEIVE WATER; PROVIDING FOR
ASSESSMENTS UNDER CONYRACTS WITH THE STATE; AND PROVIDING
FOR ASSESSMENT OF CONSTRUCTION COSTS FOR GRAVITY SYSTEMS;

AMENDING SECTIONS 85-T7T=2103 AND B5=-T=-2104s MCA."

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA:
Saction 1« Section 85-7-2103, MCAs is amended to read:
rE5-7-2103. A1l irrigable lands charqeab1e alikes (1)

All irrigable tands in each irrigation districtsy except such

lands that are included within the district because of the

exchange or substitution of water under the provisions of

85%-T-1912, shall pay at the same vrate for all purposes for

which the tands are chargedy except as otherwise provided by

laws There way be = an adainistrative charge of $5 to $25
anainst each separately owned tract of land reqardless of
its sizey as provided in 85-7T-2104. Hewevery-a-separatedy
awnrd-tract-of-tand-of-i-scre-or-}ess-and-anobte-to--reécerve

water-may-be-charged-nat-more-than-the-45-minimume
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f2) Hhenever water used for the irrigation of any
lands within an irrigation district is obtained by pumping
to different elevationss the cost of maintenancesy operations
and o»umping to each separate elevation shall be apportioned
and levied upon the lands lying under the ditch or ditches
running from that particular elevationy in such manner as
may be determined fair and equitadble by the board of
commissioners after considering the facts in each cases This
apportionment shall bhe made by the board of commissioners
and included each year In the assessment provided for by
85-T~2104

t2¥ The amount of the assessment for maintenances
operationy and pumping of water to €ach separate elevations
whenavar there are different elevationss shail be determined
by the board of commissioners in such manner and upon such
notice to the persons interested in the district as the
board in its rules may provide.

(1) HWhenever a cantract has been made with the United
Statesy the 1ands within the districts whether originally
inciuded or later annexed to the districty shal} pay in
accordance with the federal reclamation luaws and the public
notices,y orderss and regulations issued thereunder and in
compliance with any cantracts made by the United States with
the owners of the lands and in compliance with the contract

netweel the districts and the United Statess

-2= 38 294
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(3)_-dbenever. . .a__coniract has beep gade wiih the state
ef __Montanas. the _laods. within __the_ __districts . whether
originally _included or. later aonexed to.the districts sball
p2y.in_.accordance witbh._siate laws. _aod _public. potices and
rules _issued thereunder.aod in_comoliance with_any Cootract
pade by_the_state with the owners of laods. and in compliance
with.the.contract bekween.the district and the statas

{3} whenever the works necessary for the completed
project are coastructed progressively over a period of years
and whenever a portion of the lands within the district are
or can be irrigated 1 year or more before the completion of
the entire projects those 1ands so irrigated or that can be
so irrigated through the built portion of the project shall
pay for the cost of operating that portion of the project
sarving them with irrigation water and also shall pay such
portion of the interest charges as Its irrigable area bears
to the irrigable area of the entire projecte

L6} Whenever lands have appurtenant thereto a partial
water right or partial rights in a system of irrigation
other than that of the districts the amounts payable shall
be eqsitably apportioned.

111 _dWheoever. _the _owpecs_.aof =z gortion of the. lands
witbipo_ an_ircigation_district chopse.te install__a. oraxity
system.to irriyate those landss. the gost of constructing. the
gravity. systes_ _shall _te gopertioned amoog and_leyied upan

-3= 5B 294
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the_ liods_ifrigated. by._tbe__graviiy _Sysiem__in _a__maoogr
determiped _to__be equitable by the poarda Ibe levy.sball be
included. each _ysar _in._.the. .assessmeoi . chacgad.__uonder
§5-7=-210%a"

Section 2« Section 85«7-21Q4y MCAy is amended to read:

"45-7-2104« Annual tax levy -- apportionment when
tracts divideds (1} Un or before the second Monday in July
aach yearsy the board of commissioners of each irriqgation
district organized under parts 1 and 15 shall ascertain the
total amount required to be raised in that year for the
generat administrative expenses of the districty including
the cast of maintenance and repairss and the total =2mount to
pe raised that year for interest on and principal of the
outstanding honded or other indebtedness of the districty
including any indebtedness incurred under any contract
betwesn tha district and the United Statess accompanying
which bonds of the district have not been deposited with the
United States as provided in B85-7-1906. The board shalil
levyr 3dainst 2ach 4D-acre tract or fractional lots as
desigrated by the United States public survey, or plattea
toty If land s subdivided in lots and blocks {or where land
shall be owned in less than 40-acre tracts or in less  than
the »latted 1lote then against each such tract) of land in
the districts that partion of the respective total amounts

so to be raised which the total irriqabla area of any such
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tract oears to the total irrigable area of the lands in the
districte so that each acre of irrigable land in the
district shall be assessed and required to pay the same
amount as every other acre of irrigable land thereins unless
otherwise specitically provideds The board of commissioners
may make a charge of $5 to $25 against each separately owned
tract aof londe regardless of its size. Howevery-a-separatety
owned- cract-eof-tand-of-1-acre-or-ess-asnd-uvnapie-te-~receive
water-may~be-chorqed-not—nore-than-the-$5-ntnimame

{2} 1In the event that the ownership of any such
40-acre tract or other subdivision of Tand in the district
shall be divided after a special tax or assessment against
the s3me has heen levied, cach or either of the owners of
such tract or subdivisions shall be entitled to have such
specixl tax or assessment equitably apportioned to and
zoainst said divisions of such tract or subdivisionsy so
that each owner shall be enabled to pay such special tax or
assessment  against his portion of such tract or subdivision
and nave the same discharged from the lien therecofe In no
event shall the charge against any separately owned tract of
tand ne less than $5. Howevepy-a-sensrasely-owned-eract-of
tand-rf-i-aere~or-tevss-and-unehte—-to-reeceive--water--may--be
ensry=d-not-more—then—the-$5-me+aimume®

=-End-
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