
January 25, 1983 

January 26, 1983 

February 1, 1983 

February 12, 1983 

February 14, 1983 

February 15, 1983 

February 16, 1983 

February 17, 1983 

March 1, 1983 

March 23, 1983 

March 26, 1983 

SENATE BILL NO. 289 

INTRODUCED BY NORMAN, FABREGA 

IN THE SENATE 

Fiscal Mote requested. 

Introduced and referred to 
Committee on Public Health, 
Welfare and Safety. 

Fiscal Note returned. 

Committee recommend bill do 
pass as amended. Report 
adopt~ad. 

Statement of Intent attached. 

Bill printed and placed on 
memberl4' desks. 

Second reading, do pass. 

Correctly enqrossed. 

Third r+.lading, passed. Ayes, 
SOJ Noes, 0. Transmitted to 
Itouse. 

IN THE HOUSE 

Introduced and referred to 
Committee on Human Services. 

Committfhl recommend bill be 
concurred in as amend~d. 
Report adopted. 

Second reading, concurred in. 

Third reading, concurred in. 
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Returned to Senate with 
amendments. 

Second readinq, amendments 
concurred in. 

Third reading, amendments 
concurred in. Ayes, 45: 
Noes, 0. 

Sent to enrolling. 

Reported correctly enrolled. 
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A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: •AN ACT TO ESTABLISH 

QUALIFICATIONS FOR PERSONS WHO REPRESENT THEMSELVES AS 

DIETITlAIIS OR REGISTERED DIETITIANS;. TO PROHIBIT PERSONS WHO 

DO NOT HEET THt QUALIFICATIONS FROM REPRESENTING THEMSELVES 

AS SUCH; AND TO PROVIDE A PENALTY FOR YIOLAT!OII.• 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISL·,HURE OF THE STATE OF ltONTANA: 

Section 1. Definitions. As used in [this act] 9 the 

following definition·s apply: 

(1) •Authorized agency• 'aeans a pubJJ.c or private 

agency or institution authorized by the depar~aent to 

establish acadeMic• experience. and training qualifications 

for dietitians. 

(2) •oepartllent• ~~eans the depart.ent ·of health and 

environsental sciences as provided in 2-15-2101. 

Section z. o;etitian-- qualifications. No person may 

use9 in connection with his name or place of business. the 

terl'l •dietitian• Of" repr.esent in any way that he is a 

dietitian unless he: 

(1) has been granted• prior to October 1 9 19839 the 

right to use the term •dietitian• by an authorized agencyi 

or 
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(2) (a) i~ 18 years of age or older; 

{b) has satisfactorily ·co•pleted appropriate acad&•ic 

requ i re-.ents tor the field of dietetics and reldted 

dlsclpl ines; 

(c) has received a baccalaureate or higher degree froa 

a college or university accredited by the Northves~ern 

association of schools and colleges; and 

(d) has satisfactOrily cospleted a progra• of 

supervised clinical experience of not less than 6 month$ in 

length that is designed to train entry-level dietitians 

through instruction and assignments in a clinical setting. 

The progra• .ust aeet aini.ua requireaents established by 

the departsent. 

Section 3. Registered dietitian- qualifications. No 

person aay use 9 in connection with his na.e or place of 

business. the tera •registered diatiti,an-' or represent in 

any vay ·that 1\e ·is a r-egistered dietitian unless he: 

(1) has been granted, prior to October 19 1983• the 

right to use the term •registered dietitian• by an 

authorized agency; or 

(Z) (a) has fulfilled all the require•ents set forth 

in subsec~ion (2) of [section 2); 

(b) has satisfactorily completed an exa•ination for 

r~gis~ered dietitians administer~d by an authorized agency; 

and 

I N T R 0 D U C E D B J L L 
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1 (c) has satisfacto~ily completed• from time to tiMe, 

2 such con~inuing education ~equire.ents as may be established 

3 by an authorized agency. 

~ Section 4. Rules. The department may adopt rules in 

5 accordance Nit.h the Kontana Ad•inistrdtive Procedure Act -to 

6 itnplement. [this a'ct )• The rules aay adopt standards, 

7 consistent Mith [this act]Y proaulgated by an authorized 

8 aqency relating to acade•ic, experience, and training 

9 require•ents. 

10 Section s. Violation ~ penalty. A person vho violates 

11 [this act] or rules adopted under [this act] is guilty of a 

12 misde~anor and is punishable by a fine not to exceed S500. 

13 Section 6. Re~edies CUIIUlative. Remedies provided 

lit under ['this -act] are in addition to any other civil or 

IS criMinal remedy provided by law. 

-End-

-3--



STATE OF MONTANA 259-83 
REQUEST NO. 

FISCAL NOTE 
Fnr111 /1/)·15 

January 25, 83 
In compliance with a written request received---------, 19 __ , there is hereby submitted a Fiscal Note 

tor ---~:~at_e Bill 289 pursuant to Chapter 53, Laws of Montana, 1965 ·Thirty-Ninth Legislative Assembly. 

Background information used in developing this Fiscal Note is available from the Office of Budget and Program Planning, to members 

of the Legislature upon request, 

DESCRIPTION OF PROPOSED LEGISLATION: 

Senate Bill 289 establishes qualifications for persons to represent themselves as 
dietitians. 

ASSUMPTIONS: 

1) Department of Health is required to write rules allowing private professional 
associations to conduct testing and maintain certification files. 

2) County attorneys are responsible for prosecution of violations. 
3) Assumes no violations occur when require prosecution. 

FISCAL HIPACT: 

Expenditures: 
Legal Services 

Total General Fund 

FISCAL NOTE 9:S/1 

FY 84 

$ 350 

$ 350 

Total 
Biennium 

$ -o~ 

s -0-

BUDGET DIRECTOR 

Office of Budget and Program Planning 

Date: :2 - l - ~ } 
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1 STATENENT OF INTENT 

z SENATE BILL Z89 

3 

4 ~ statement of Intent is required for Senate Bill 289 

5 because It gives the oepart.ent of Health and Environmental 

6 Sciences authority to: 

1 ( 1) adopt academic, e)(perience. and training 

8 r~quire~nts which •ust be Met by anyone representing 

q himself or herself as a dietitian or registered dietitian; 

10 and 

11 (2) specify the independent agency or agencies whose 

12 endorsement of an individual as a dietitian or registered 

13 dietitian prior to October 1, 1983t is sufficient to brinq 

14 that Individual into compliance with the act; and which are 

15 quallfi ed to set academic, experience, and training 

1& standards for dietitians, give qualifying exa•lnations to 

17 regist2red dietitians, and establish continuing education 

18 require•ents• 

19 It is the Intent of the Legislature that the A~erican 

ZO Oietetic Association and/or any equivalent professional 

21 organization will be designated the •authorized agency• 

22 called fo~ by the act. and that the academic requirements, 

23 clintc~l experience, and continuing education requirements 

2~ of the ADA Commission on Re9istration Standards will be 

15 adopted• S E C 0 N D R E A D I N G 
_st>::Z,~C, 
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Approved by Committee 
on Public Health,Welfare 
& Safety 

S~NATE BILL NO. 289 

INTRODUCED 8Y NORK•N• FABREGA 

A RILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: •AN ACT TO EHABLISH 

QUALIFICATIONS FOR PERSONS WHO REPRESENT THEMSELVES AS 

DIETITIANS OR REGISTERED DIETITIANS; TO PROHIBIT PERSONS WHO 

DO NOT MEET THE QUALIFICATIONS FROM REPRESENTING THEMSELVES 

AS SUcH; AND TO PROVIDE A PENALTY FOR VIOLATIONo• 

B~ IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

S~ction 1. Definitions. As used In [this act], the 

follo~ing definitions apply: 

(1) •Authorized agency• ~ans a pab++e--or private 

aqency or institution authorized by the department to 

establish academic, experience, and training qualifications 

for dietitians. 

(l) •DepartMent• means the departaent of health and 

environmental sciences as provided in 2-15-2101· 

Section 2. Dietitian -- qualifications. No person •ay 

use~ in connection with his name or place of business, the 

terM "dietitian• or represent in any way that he is a 

dietitian unless he: 

(lJ has been granted 9 p~lor to October 1 9 1983, the 

right to use the term •dietitian• by an authorized agency; 

or 
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(2) (a) is 18 years of age or older; 

(b) has satisfactorily completed appropriate acadeeic 

requir~ments for the field of dietetics and related 

disciol ines; 

(c) has received a baccalaureate or higher degree LK 

~~IEII~QB-B£LAIED-El£LD froM a college or university 

accredited by the Northwestern association of schools and 

colleges; and 

(dl has satisfactorily co~npleted a progra• of 

supervised clinical experience of not less than 6 •onths in 

lenqth that Is designed to train entry-level dietitians 

through Instruction and assignments in a clinical setting. 

The program must aeet Minimu• require•ents established by 

the depart111ent. 

Section 3. Reqlstered dietitian-- qualifications. No 

perso~ may use. in connection with his name or o1ace of 

business. the term •registered dietitian• or represent in 

any w~y that he is ~ registered dietitian unless he: 

Cl) has been granted, prior to October 17 19H3~ the 

right to use the term •registered dietitian• oy an 

authori"zed agency; or 

(21 (a) has fulfilled all the requirements set forth 

in subsection (2) of [s~ction 2); 

(b) has satisfactorily completed an examination for 

registered dietitians administered by an authorized agency; 

-2- liB 289 
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1 and 

z (CJ has satisfactorily completed, fro• ti•e to ti•e• 

3 such c~ntinuing education require~ents as may be established 

4 by an authorized agency. 

5 Section 4• Rules. The depa~taent •ay adopt rules in 

6 accordance with the Montana Administrative Procedure Act to 

7 implement {this act]. The rules •ay adopt standards, 

8 con~istent with [this act], proMulgated by an authorized 

9 agency relating to acade•ic, experience, and tralnlnq 

to requirements. 

11 Section 5. Violation -- penalty. A person who violates 

12 [this act] or rules adopted under [this act] is guilty of a 

13 misdem~anor and is punishable by a fine not to exceed 1500. 

H Section 6. Remedies CUIIUl ati we. Remedies provided 

1~ under (this act] are In addition ~o any other civil or 

16 cri•i"al reaedy provided by law. 

-End-

-3- se 289 
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STATEMENT Of INTENT 

SENATE BILL 289 

:t./ /( 
SB 289 

... A state.ant of intent is required for senate Bill 289 

5 because it gives the Depart.ent of Health and Environmental 

6 Sciences authority to: 

7 (1) adopt acade•ic, experIence, and training 

8 requirements which •ust be met by anyone representing 

q hJ•self or herself as a dietitian or registered dietitian; 

10 ancl 

11 (2) specify the independent agency or agencies whose 

12 endorse•ent of an individual as a dietitian or ~egistered 

13 dietitian prior to Oc~ober 1, 1983• is sufficient to bring 

14 that individual into co•pliance with the act; and which are 

15 qualified to set acade•tc, experience• and training 

16 standards for dieti~ians. give qualifying exa•lnatlons to 

17 regist~red die~itians, and es~ablish continuing education 

18 requfre•ents. 

19 It is the Intent of the legislature that the A.erican 

ZO Dietetic Association andtor any equivalent professional 

21 organization will be desiqnated the •authorized agency• 

22 called for by the act. and that the acade~ic requirements, 

23 clinic~l experience, and continuing education requirements 

24 of the ADA COM~ission on Registration Standards will be 

l~ adopted. T H I R D R E A D I N G 
:;;s ;/ 6"\ 



~eth legislature SB 0289/02 

1 

2 

3 

" 
5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

1't 

15 

16 

l7 

18 

19 

zo 
21 

2Z 

23 

lit 

25 

SENATE BILL NOo 289 

JNTRODUtEO BY NORMAN• FABREGA 

A RILL FOR A~ ACT ENTITLED: •AN AtT TO EHABLISH 

OUALIFICATJONS FOR PERSONS NHO REPRESENT THEMSELVES AS 

DTETITIANS OR REGISTERED DIETITIANS; TO PROHIBIT PERSONS MhO 

DO NOT MEET THE QUALIFICATIONS FROM REPRESENTING THEMSELVES 

AS SUCH; AND TO PROVIDE A PENALTY FOR VIOLATIDNo• 

BF IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE Of THE STATE Of MONTANA: 

~ectlon 1. Definitions. As used In [this act]9 the 

fo11o•ing definitions apply: 

(1) •Authorized agency• aeans a pab .. e--er private 

aqency or institution autho~lzed by the depa~tment to 

establish academic• experience. and training qualifications 

for- dietitians. 

(2) •oepart.ent• .eans the depart•ent of health and 

environmental sciences as provided in Z-15-2101. 

Section z. Dietitian -- qualifications. ~o person may 

use, in connection with his name or place of business, the 

terM "dietitian• or represent in any way that he is a 

dietitian unless he: 

(l) has been granted 9 prior to October- 1. 1983, the 

right to use the term ~dietitian• by an authorized agency; 

or 
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121 (a) Is 18 years of age or older; 

(b) has satisfactorily completed appropriate acade.ic 

requireMents for the field of diete~ics 

disctolines; 

and related 

(c) has received a baccalaureate or higher degree lH 

DlEIEil~-D~AlEQ-ELELa from a college or university 

a~credited by the Northwestern association of schools and 

colleges; and 

(d) has satisfac~orily COIDpleted a progra• of 

supervised clinical experience of not less than 6 •onths in 

length that is designed to train entry-level dietitians 

through instruction and assignMents in a ctlntcal setting. 

The prog·ralil must •eet •I niMU• requi re.ents established by 

the depart .. ent. 

section 3. Registered dietitian-- qualifications. No 

per-so" may use. in connection with his na-. or olace of 

bus;ness9 the ter• •registered dietitian• or represent in 

any ~~y ~hat he is a registered dleti~lan unless he: 

(1) has been granted, prior to OCtober l• 19d3• the 

right to use the term •registered dietitian" oy an 

auth~lzed agency; or 

(l) (a) has fulfilled all the requiremen~s set forth 

in subsection (2) of [section Z]; 

(bl has satisfactorily co~leted an examination for 

registered dietitians administered by an authorized agency; 

-z- SB 289 
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1 and 

2 (c) has satisfactorily completed• fro~ ti•e to ti•e• 

3 such continuing education requireMents as •ay be established 

~ by an authorized agency. 

5 Section ~. Rules. The departaent May adopt rules in 

6 accordance Nfth the Montana Ad•inistrative Procedure Act to 

i11ple•ent (thiS "'I he rules ~ay adopt standards• .., 

8 

9 

con5istent with 

act]• 

[this act]., proMulgated by an authorized 

agency relating to acade•lct experience., and tralnlnq 

10 require•ents. 

11 Section 5. Violation -- penalty. A person who violates 

12 (this act] or rules adopted under [this act) Is guilty of a 

13 •lsda.eanor and Is punishable by a fine not to exceed S50o. 

1~ Section 6. Reeedies cu•ulative. Re•edies provided 

15 under [this act] are In addition to any other civil or 

16 criMinal ra .. dy provided by law. 

-End-

-3- SB 289 



March 23, 1983 
House Human Services Committee Amendments to SB289, Third Reading Copy (blue) 

1. Title, line 8. 
Strike: "AND" 
Following: "VIOLATION " 
Insert: "; AND PROVIDING A DELAYED EFFECTIVE DATE" 

2. Page 3, line 17. 
Following: line 16 
Insert: "Section 7. Effective date. Section 5 is effective July 1, 1984." 

AND AS AMENDED 
BE CONCURRED IN 



48th leqislature 

ST~TE~ENT OF INTENT 

SEN~TE BILL 289 

SB 259 

2 

3 

~ l state.ent of intent is required for Senate Bill 289 

S because It gives the Department of Health and Environmental 

6 Sciences authority to: 

7 ( 11 adopt acade"'ic, e)(perience, and training 

A requirements which must be •et by anyone representing 

9 himself or herself as a dietitian or registered dietitian; 

10 and 

11 (~J specify the independent agency or agencies whose 

12 endorsement of an individual as a dietitian or registered 

l3 dietitian prior to October 19 1983, is sufficient to brlnq 

1~ that individual into co•pliance ~ith the act; and which are 

15 qualified to set acade~lc, e)(perience, and tralnin~ 

16 standards for dietitians, give quallfvinq examinations to 

17 registered dietitians, and establish continuing education 

18 requirements. 

19 It is the intent of the Legislature that the American 

20 Dietetic Association and/Or any equivalent professional 

21 organiLation will be designated the •authorized agency" 

27. c~11ed for by the act. and that the academic requirements. 

23 clinic~l experience, and continuing education requirements 

24 of the ADA Commission on Registration Standards will be 

l~ adopted. R E F E R E N C E B I L L 

s\-s~~~ 
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SENATE BILL NO. 289 

INTRODUCED BY NO~ANt FABREGA 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: •AN ACT TO ESTABLISH 

QUALIFICATIONS FOR PERSONS WHO REPRESENT THEMSELVES AS 

DIETITIANS OR REGISTERED DIETITIANS; TO PROHIBIT PERSONS WHO 

DO NOT MEET THE QUALIFICATIONS FROH REPRESENTING THEMSELVES 

AS SUCH; ANB TO PROVIDE A PENALTY FOR YIOLATIONl-&KD 

eaQXlQING 6 DELAlfQ_ffffCIIVE Q6JE.• 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Deflnl~ions. As used in [this act], the 

following definitions apply: 

(1) •Authorized agency" .eans a pH~•+e--or private 

agency or institution authorized by the depart~nt to 

establish acade•ic, experience, and training qualifications 

for dietitians. 

(2) •oapart•ent• Means the depart•ent of health and 

environmental sciences as provided in 2-15-2101. 

Section z. Dietitian -- qualifications. No person may 

use. In connection with his name or place of business, the 

ter• •dietitian• or represent in any way that he is a 

dietitian unless he: 

(1) has been granted, prior to October 1• 1963• the 

right to use the term "dietitian• by an authorized agency; 
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or 

{21 (a) Is 18 years of age or older; 

(b) has satisfactorily coepleted appropriate academic 

requ i re•ents for the field of dietetics and related 

disci:=-lines.; 

(C) has received a baccalaureate or higher degree 1M 

Ql~Ie!LCS QR A RELATFQ_E~ from a college or universi~y 

accredited by the Northwestern association of schools and 

colleges; and 

(d) has sati sf actor 11 y completed a progra• of" 

supervised clinical experience of not less than 6 months in 

length that is designed to train entry-level dietitians 

through instruction and assignMents in a clinical setting. 

The program must meet ~iniMUB requireaents established by 

the depart•ent. 

Section 3. Registered dietitian-- qualifications. No 

person say use. in connection with his name or place of 

business. the term Rregistered dietitian• or represent in 

any w~y that he is a registered dietitian unless ~e: 

(i) has been granted• prior to October 19 1983• the 

right to use the term •registered dietitian• by an 

authorized agency; or 

(2) (a) has fulfilled all the requirements set fo~th 

in subsection (2) of [section 2]; 

(b) has satisfactorily compl~ted an 9xamination for 

-2- SB 289 
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1 reSfs.tered clleti'tians ad•inis:tered by an authorized agency; 

l! -
3 lC} has satlsJ'M:tQf"l1'f C:i>mpleted. froot tiee to t;i-· 
4 wch c<mth>.,.lng -cation requi-re-nu as _, be established 

11 by ea qtf><>r i "'"' "9M'C r • 

6 Sectf g.n 4.. ~J·.a• The depart•ent •ar adopt rules in 

T acoord~nce with the .Mofttana AO.lnlst~atlve Procedure Act to 

a i~l~nt [this actl• The rules aey adopt standards. 

• conslst-t wth (tt>ls act)o prOIOUlgated by an authi>riza<l 

10 agency relatl"g to ~Jc• eKperlence. and t .. aining 

11 requir ... nts. 

1l! Section 5. Vi;O\Rhln -- penalty. A person who violates 

13 [this act] or rule. adepted unde-r [this act] is guilty of a 

14 •ls"-eanor and is punishable by a fine -t to exc-d S500. 

15 sec-t.ictn '6. R....O.i·es c..ulat.iva. Re .. di es pr·ovlded 

16 under [th·is act] are l·n addition to any othe-r clvl1 or 

17 crl•.lnal .--dy provl·ded by law. 

18 $iCt1Qfl 7 0 , EEfEtriye [l.UEe $f!:JIQN S IS E!!FECTIVE 

19 oiiiLLl I I,. •. 
-End-
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