SENATE BILL NO. 284

Introduced: 01/25/83

Referred to Committee on State Administration: 01/25/83
Hearing: 01/31/83
Report: 02/08/83, Do Pass, As Amended

On Motion, 2/10/83, Segregated

2nd Reading: 02/11/83

2nd Reading: 2/11/83, Be Indefinitely Postponed
Bill Killed.
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INTRODUCED BY

BY REQUEST OF THE SECRETARY OF STA:z

C8m W ptre '
/. 272 WY S FPETY
A BILL FOR ENTITLED: "aAN ACT TO PROVIDE FOR THE

INCLUSION OF CANDIDATE INFORMNATION IN THE VOTER INFORMATION
PAMPHLET; AMENDING SECTIONS 13-27-401, 13-27-50%, AND

13-27-410s MCA™

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA:
Section 1. Section 13-27-401lsy MCAy is amended to read:
w13-27T-401. Voter information pamphlets (1) Prior to

each general election at shich a statewide office is . to pe

filled or a ballot issue votad ons the secretary of state
shall prepare for printing a voter information pamphlet.

+4(2} The secretary—af-—atate——shott—prepare———Ffor
printing—-—a voter informotion pamphlet econteining muss
contain the following information for each ballot issue to
be voted on et-an—eleetions as applicable:

{a) ballot titles fiscal statement If applicables and
complete text of the issue;

{b} the form in which the issue wil} appear on the
baltot;

{c) arguments advocating approval and rejection of the

issue; and

~ & W\ s WN

10
1
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24

z5

{d) rebuttal argumentsSe

LC 1085,01

43)__Yhe voter ipformation.pamphlet must:

-
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Lyiij) past political involvement:

fc} be arrapged so that 911 _joformation .about a
one _page is _allgtied for each candidate who chooses to oe
inel le £ ¢ . . -
considered as anee

+23i4)} The pamphlet shadi must also contain a notice
advising the recipient where additional copies of the
pamphlet may be cbtained,

t31{5) Whenever—mere—thon—-one—batiot-issue——is——to—phe
voted*—qn—-at——o—:+ng*e—e*eetionv—the-secretufy-of—atate—!ay
pubt ish-a-single—pomphiet—for-ati—sf—the—boitot—issvcas—Fhe
Subject to subsection (3)(c)e _the secretary of state may
arrange the #nformation in the order which seems most
appropriates but the information for all issues apd
nandlnétgs in the pamphlet shatd pust be presented n—the
apsme—order yniformly.
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Section 2. Section 13-27-40%» MCAs is amended to read:z

13-27-409. Liability for contents of argument Qg
statement. Nothing in this chapter relieves an author of any
argusent or statement from civil or <riminal? responsibility
for statements contained in an arqument Of statemept printed
in the voter information pamphlet.®

Section 3« Section 13-27-410s MCAs is amended to read:

=13-27-410. Printing and distribution of voter
information pamphlet. (1) The secretary of state shall
arrange with the department of administration by reguisition
for the printing and delivery of a voter information
pamphlet for-alr—bhaliet—iTsvesr—to—be-submitted-to—ehe-people
at least 90 days before the general election at—which—~they
witt—be—submitted. The requisition shall include a delivery
list providing for shipment of the required number of

pamphlets to each county and to the secretary of statea
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(2y The secretary of state shall estimate the nusber
of copies necessary to furnish one copy to every voter in
each countyy except that two or more voters with the same
mailing address and the same last name may be counted as one
voters The secretary of state shall provide for an extra
supply ‘of the pamphlets in determining the nusber of voter
pamphlets to be ordered in the requisition.

(3) The departwent of administration shall ocall for
bids and contract with the lowest bidder for the printing
and delivery of the voter information pamphlet. The contract
shall require completion of printing and shipeent. as
specified on the delivery listy of the voter information
pamphlets by not 1later than 30 days before the general
élection at—whieh-the-batior—iasves—wili—-he-voted-on-by-—the
peopte.

(4) The county official responsible for voter
registration in each county shall mail one copy of the voter
information pamphlet to each registered voter in the countys
except that two or more voters with the same mailing address
and the same 1ast nawme may be counted as one votere. The
mailing shall take place no later than 2 weeks after the
pamphlets are received from the printere

(5) Ten copies of the voter information pamphlet shall
be available at each precinct for use by any voter wishing

to read the explanatory information and complete text before
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voting on the ballot issues.”™
NEW SECTYIONe Section 4e Candidate participation
voluntary -- submission of information. {1) Participation

in the candidate information section of the vater
information pamphlet is voluntary and at the discretion of
the candidates specified in 13-27-401.

{2) <andidates who choose to participate shall:

{a) pay a fee as provided in [section 5];

{b) submit information in the form prescribed by the
secretary of statey which form shall request at Jleast the
information specified in 13-27-401 and a statement of
candidacy not to exceed 200 words; and

tc) pay the fee and file the completed form - with the
secretary of state no later than 5 p.Rsy 90 days hefore the
electiona

{3) Candidate information on forms not completed and
filed by the filing deadline may not be included in the
voter information pamphlet.

{4) The secretary of state shall by certified mail
notify each eligible candidate of +the opportunity for
inclusion in the voter information pamphlet, the deadline
for submission of information, and the fee for participation
and shall furnistt each with a form for the submission of
informations

NEW _SECI1DHs Section 5. Fee for participation in

e oy
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voter information pamphlets The secretary of state shall by
rule estsblish fFeas for the participation of candidates in
the voter information pamphlet. The fees must be uniform for
all candidates and must be reasonably related to the costs
of including information on candidates in the voter
information pamphlets. Costs to be considered include only
those attributable to candidate information and not those
attributable to the information regarding ballot issues. The
secretary of state shall wmaintain records sufficiant to
support the fees established under this sectione
NFEW_SECTIONe Section &6 Codification instructione
Sections 4 and 5 are intended to be codified as an integral
part of Title 13y chapter 27y part &y and the provisions of
Title 13y chapter 2Ty part 4+ apply to sections 4 and 5.

~End—



STATE OF MONTANA

REQUESTNU._EEE:EE-ﬂ‘
FISCAL NOTE
Form BD-15
In compliance with a written request received January 26, .19 83 , there is hereby submitted a Fiscal Note

Senate Bill 284

for pursuant to Chapter 53, Laws of Montana, 1965 - Thirty-Ninth Legislative Assembly.

Background information used in developing this Fiscal Note is available from the Office of Budget and Program Planning, to members

of the Legislature upon request.

DESCRIPTION OF PROPOSED LEGISLATION:

Senate Bill 284 provides for inclusion of information on candidates for designated
offices in the Voter Information Pamphlet and specifies the format for the information.

ASSUMPTIONS:

1) Assume 3 candidates for each of the following offices: Western District U.S.
Representative, Eastern District U.S. Representative, Governor, Secretary of
State, Attorney General, State Auditor, Superintendent of Public Instruction,

PSC District 2, PSC District 4 and PSC District 5.

2) Assume 3 candidates for each of the open seats on the Supreme Court.

3)  Assume all candidates choose to participate in the candidate information section.

4)  Assume a fee for participation of $1,350.

FISCAL IMPACT:

Revenue:
Under Current Law $ -0~
Under Proposed Law 45,900
Increase In Revenues $45,900
Expenditures:
Under Current Law §51,558
Under Proposed Law 97,322
Increase In Expenditures 945,764
Net effect In Revenue $ 136

FISCAL NOTE 9:G/1

s W\\{«

BUDGET DIRECTOR |
Office of Budget and Program Planning

Date: ] - 3\ g_l
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STATEMENT OF INTENT
SENATE BILL 284

Senate State Administration Committee

A statement of intent is required for this bkill because

section 5 would grant the Secretary of State the authority

to adopt rules establisning fees for the participation of
candidates in the voter information pamphlete. Rules are to

be adopted under the Montana Administrative Procedure Act.

The rules must be consistent with the requirements of
section 5 regarding uniformity for all candidates and fees

being reasonably retated to costs.

SECOND
si;t;f('i

READING
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Approved by Committee
on State AdminAstration

SENATE BILL NO. 284
INTRODULED BY B. BROWMs ELKy FAGGy HAGERs KEATINGy Cs SMITHe
HOLLIDAYy WINSLOWy SHITZERy TVEIT» WALLINs ETCHARTs
CRIPPENy PISTORIAs NORDTVEDYs GALT

BY REQUEST OF THE SECRETARY OF STATE

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: ™AN ACT TO PROVIOE FOR THE
INCLUSION OF CANDIDATE INFORMATION IN THE VOTER INFORMATION

PAMPHLET; AMENDING SEUTIUNS 13-2T7-401, 13-27-409 AND
13-27-410¢ MCA.™

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA:
Section ls Section 13~27-401s MCAs is amended to read:
n13-27-401. Voter information pamphlets {1} _Prior.to

each.general election at_which a statewide office is_.to__be

filled__or__a__ballot_issue yored ons the secretary of state
shall_prepare for_prioting.a vater informatlion pamphleta

+323(2) The secretarr--of——stete--sha}}——prepare---Fer
printina---a voter information pamphlet centaining must
coataio the following information for each ballot issue +to
be voted on ;t~an-e*eet+on. as applicable?

(a) baltot title, fiscal statement if applicables and
complete text of the issue;

{b) the form In uﬁich the issue will appear on the

ballot;
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(c) arguments advocating approval and rejection of the

issue; and
(d} rebuttal arguments.
£2)__Ibe vater_information. pamphlet pusti

{a)__contain _information_.on_sach candidate for any. of
the _following offices who.chooses_to ha_includeds
fi)__uUnited States senators

fiiy. uUnjted States representatives

{iil)_governor.and_lieutenant _govergacsi

Li¥)_secretary of State:

[x). . attorney_general:

tyil_ state puditori

{yli}l.public service commissioneci

1xiili_sta:e_sunsnintgndsut_ﬁi_nuhllc-Lnstzucnlnni

{ix}.clerk of the supreme COULL:

[x)...ghief_ justice of the supreme courfi.and

(xi}_justice of the suprems court:

{bh__for_ _each_ _candidate _for apn _office listed . in
subsection__{31fa)s _THE_INFOMATION PAMPHLEIL.MAY.contaln.at
I=ast the following information:

fi)__a_photograph_taken witblo the _grecediog. .4 _yearsi

{ii)_the candidate®s_pame_and agei

{ilid_the office _sought_ .and__pacty.. affiliatioos . IF
APPLICABLE TQ.IHE QEEICE SQUGHT:Z

tivi_gccupatiops including-current.aod.past semoloymentsi

-2- B 284
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(x)__current and_previous places_of residence;

{yil_leogth of residence_in Montaoa:

{xii} _educational_bhackground: ansd

f¥iii) _past_political involvement: AND

f1X).A COD-MWORD _SIAIEMENT OE_LANRIDACY» AS_PROYIDED IN
FSECTION_%])3

feiz-he--arronged=-aez-that--ati--information-—obout--a
partico}er-condidate-is-contained-nn-n-singie-page-and--that
eng=—nage--ia--otipttedzfor-gach-enndidate-uha-chagses-to-pe
inctudede-For-pucpases-of-this-aectiony-candidates--for=~the
efficesy---gf-c-governpro-and--iientensnt=-gorernor--—must--be
sunsidered-ns-ones

(L1 BE_ARRANGED 5Q YHAT EACH CANOIOATE EXCEPI.THOSE LN
SURSECTION (33¢D) IS ALLOTTEDQ THME SAME AMOUNI OF SPACEL. EQR
BURPOSES __OF _THIS_ _SECTIONs _CANDIDATES _EQR_EHE OFFICES OF

GOVERNOR _AND_LIEUIENANT GOYERNOR SHALL_BE CONSLOERED AS QNEs

{Q)__FOR LANDIDATES EOR_AN QEEICE LXSIEQ. IN. SUASECIION
£3)3CA)_ MWHO_ DO _NWOT._SUBMIT IHE_£RE_AND_INEORMALLON SPECIEIED
IN_{SECYION.41s CONTAIN:

L1)__IHE CANOIDATE'S NAME _ANG PABIY AEFILIATIONs _IE
ANY:_AND

CI1)_THE _EQLLOWING STATEMENT: “CANDIDAIE EARTICIPAIION
IN THIS PAMBHLET IS.VOLUNTARY _AND. REQUIRES _PAXMENI. _OE. A
SUBSTANTIAL. _FEE._ _SONE__CANQIDALES DID NOT. CHOUOSE_JO SUBHMIT
INEORMAYION _ANQ _PAY THE EEELT

-3~ SB 284
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t2¥L4) The pamphliet she?t pust also contain a notice
advising the recipient where additional copies of the
pamphlet may be obtainedes

34431 Hhenéver--ore—thon-ene-be%*et-+ssuo-—ée--to-—be
vated-—on--at-—a-sinqle-electiony-the-seeretary-of-state-may
publtian-a-singte-pamphiet-for-ati-of-the-baltot-issuess-~Fhe
dubiect _to__subsection .(3)(cls..the secretary of state may
arrange the information in the order which seems most
appropriatey but the information for all issues ang
candidates in the pamphlet shei? mist he presented +n-—the
seme—order unifarmlye.

18)__The _secretary _of _siake may oot exclude from the
¥oter informaticn paspblat any_of the_infocmation..specified
lo.this_pact_for inclusions_except thati

{a)__ballet_ _issue__arguments or_rebuiial_acgumeents may
be_excluged _in.the._maoper_and for the reasons_.specified _in
13=2I=4%0B32

1) __individual _statements of candidacy may _be gxcluded
in__the sage_sapoec.and. for the.sage reasoens.as proxided fac
rejection _of isproper argusents in 13-27-&08:

{ci__ioformatiops .statewentss or argumeonts that_are _not
submitied by the deadlines prowided _id__zhils._part _may . be
excludedi_and

1d)__items__ of __Pofocmation __about . caondidates _aad
statements_of candidacy way_he excjudsd. at the discration of

-4 SB 284
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the_secretary. . of .state for _space _reasons _if. _they _are
uniformly._excluded_for_.all_candidatesa®
Section 2. Section 13-27-409, MCAs is amended to read:
"13-27-409. Liability for contents of argument gr

slalezent. Nothing in this chapter relieves an author of any

argument gr_statement from civil or criminal responsibility

for statements contained in an argument gr_statement printed
in th> voter information pamphlet.™

Section 3. Section 13-27-410s MCAy IS5 amended to read:

"13-27-410« Printing and distribution of voter
inforaation pamphlete {1) The secretary of state shall
arrante with the department of administration by requisition
for the printing and delivery of a voter Information
pauphl et fer-ait-baliec—issves-to-he-submitted-to~-the-peapie
at least 90 days before the ggaesral election et--whieh-~they
wiit-be-sgbmrtteds. The requisition shall include a delivery
list providing for shipment of the required nuaber of
pamphtets to cach county and to the secretary of statee

{2} The secretary of state shall estimate <the number
of copies necessary to furnish one copy to every voter in
each countys except that two or more voters with the same
m2ilitg address and the same last name may be counted as one
voters The secretary of state shall provide for an extra
supply of the pamohlets in determining the number of voter

pamphlets to te ordered in the raquisition.

-5= 5B 284
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(3) The department of administration shall call for
bids and contract with the lowest bidder for the printing
and d2livery of the voter information pamphlet. The contract
shall require completion of printing and shipmente as
specified on the delivery lists of the voter information
pamphlets by not 1later than 30 days before the general
election at-which-the—bel+oe-+5:ues--+%}-be~voted-an-by—-the
penpie.

{4) The county official responsible for voter
registration in each county shall mail one copy of the voter
information pamphlet to each registered voter in the countysy
except that two or more voters with the same mailing address
and the same last name may be counted as one vgteres The
mailing shall take place no later than 2 weeks after the
pamphlets are receivad from the printer.

(5) 7Ten copies of the voter information pamphlet spaill
be avaslable at each grecinct for use by any wvoter wishing
to resd the explanatory information and <ompiete text befare
votina on the ballot Issues.™

YEW _SECYTION. Section 4. Candidate participation
voeluntary -- submission of information. {1) Participation
in the candidate information section of the voter
information pamphlet Is volupntary and at the discretion of

the candidates specified in 13-27-401.

{2) Candidates who choose to participate shall:

by 58 284
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{a) pay a fee as provided in [section 5]3

{b} submit information 1{n the form prescribed by the
secretary of state, which form shal) request at least the
information specified in 13-27-401 and a statement of
candidacy not tc exceed 200 words; and

(c) pay the fee and file the completed form with the
secretary of state no later than 5 pemsy 90 days before the
electione

{3} Candidate information on foras not completed and

filed by the filing deadline may not be included in the

voter information pamphlet.

{4) The secretary of state shall by certified mail
notify each eligible candidate of the opportunity for
inclusion in the voter information pamphlets +the deadline
for submission of informations and the fee for participation
and shall furnish each with a form for the submission of
informationa CANQIDATE. NKOTIEICATIONS _SHALL _BE . _MATLEDs
POSIAGE. PREPAIDRs IO _THE ADDRESS PROVIDED BY THE_CANDIDATE QN
HIS_DECLARATION £OR _NOMINATIION.

NEW_SECIIgN. Section 5. Fee for participation in
voter information pamphlet. The secretary of state shall by
rule establish fees for the participation of candidates in
the vater information pamphlet. The fees must be uniform for
all candidates a2nd must be reasonably related to the costs

of including information on candidates in the voter

-7= 58 234
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information pamphlet. Losts to be considered include only
those attributable to candidate information and not those
attributable to the infermation regarding ballot issues. The
secretary of state shall maintain records sufficient to
support the fees established under this sectione
NEM_SECIION. Section & Codification instructione
Sections 4 and 5 are intended to be codified as an  integral
part of Title 13+ chapter 27y part 4+ and the provisions of
Title 13y chapter 27y part 4y apply to sections & and 5.

-End=
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