
SENATE BILL NO. 284 

Introduced: 01/25/83 

Referred to Committee on State Administration: 01/25/83 
Hearing: 01/31/83 
Report: 02/08/83, Do Pass, As Amended 

On Motion, 2/10/83, Segregated 
2nd Reading: 02/11/83 
2nd Reading: 2/11/83, Be Indefinitely Postponed 

Bill Killed. 
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I NTRDDUCED BY 

C.j:iJ -;~;:...;_:r ~~ ~
y REQUEST OF THE SECRETARY OF STAT~ 

A BILL F TITLED: •AN ACT TO PROVIDE FOR THE 

INCLUSION OF CANDIDATE INFORMATION IN THE VOTER INFORMATION 

PAMPHLET; AMENDING SECTIONS 13-Z7-401o 13-27-409. AND 

13-Z7-410o MCA.• 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Sec~ion 1. Section 13-27-~01, MCAw is a.ended to ~ead~ 

"13~27-~01. Voter infor•ation pa~hlet. fll prior to 

each gene£al e~n at which a statgwido office js to oe 

fjlled pr a ballot j$$Ue ygtgd go. the secretary of state 

~) prepare for printjog a voter inforwation pam~ 

t+t .Lll The ---+-

'l'r-i-ft~fj---B voter inforaation paAiphlet ~4!:~ .aYU 

contain the following inforaation for each ballot issue to 

be voted on et:-en-e~e't-i-eth as app1 icabl e: 

(d) ballot title9 fiscal statement If applicable• and 

complete text of the issue; 

(b) the form in which the issue will appear on the 

ball at; 

(c) a~guments advocating approval and rejection of the 

issue; and 
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(d) rebuttal argu.ents. 

(3) The yoter iofgrm.atiqn paepblgt wust; 

raJ cootajn jnforwatioo on each candidate foe anx of 

the foJJpwing offjces who chggsgs to bg joclyded: 

Ci ) Uoi ted States &enatpr; 

rill United States rgpre5egtatiye: 

( j i i) governor and 1 J-eutepant: goyernor; 

(iYI secretary of state; 

tyJ attorney general: 

Cyil state aydltgr; 

ryija pybljG seryjce co .. issioper: 

(Viii) state supecjotgodgot of public jnstructioo: 

(i x·l clerk of the supre.e court; 

IX) cbjgf iustice of the supre•e court; and 

(xj) iustice of the supreme court: 

Cb) for each candjdate for an gffice listgd in 

sybsgction (3)(aa. cootajn at least the tollgwiog 

i nforpti on: 

Lil-_g photograph taken within the preceding 4 years: 

(iil the candidate's name and age; 

(ijil the office soyght and party affiliation; 

fiyl occupations jnclyding current and past employment; 

tyl cyrraot and preyioys places of residgpeei 

1Xil length of resjdeoce jo Montana: 

cvjjl edykatiooal background; and 

-2-
I N T R 0 D U C E D B I L L 



,•. 

2 

3 

" 
5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

1Z 

13 

14 

15 

16 

11 

18 

19 

zo 

21 

22 

Z3 

24 

25 

• 

LC 1085/01 

.LxiiiJ past poljtjcal iovplvement; 

~~ be arranged so that all infO(matioo abgyt a 

particular candidate is contajned on a sjnqlg page and th4t 

~ page is allotted for each candidate who chooses to pe 

~uded. for purposes of this sec.tion, candjdatgs for the 

offices of governor and ljeytenaot agvecnor must be 

cgnsidered as on~ 

trti!i The pamphlet s~ ~ also contdln a notice 

advising the recipient where additional copies of the 

pamphlet aay be obtained. 

~tUl Whe.,.._r--....---e++M-;.s...,..----H--o,-be 

vMelff-em-l!tt::--e-s+n~te e1eet:ienw the-<Seeretl!lrJ oof-Hftte-t~ey 

sybject to sybsgctjon 13)tca. the secretary of state aay 

arrange the inforaation in the order which seems most 

appropriate. but the infor•ation for all issues ~ 

candidates in the pa•phlet sfte+~ ~ be p~esented +n--~he 

~-erder ynjfor•ly. 

£61 The sec£etary of state mb¥ opt exclude frgm the 

yoter info£eatjoo oamoblet any of the inform~tigo speclfjgd 

jn this part; for fnclyston. except that: 

Cal ballgt jssyg argypents or rebuttal argum&ots may 

be excludgd in the manner and for tbe £easpn$ sggcified jn 

13-21-408; 

(bl iodiyidUa1 statements gf caodjdacy •ay be exclyded 
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ln__the same ganper and fo£ the sa&e reasons as proyjded for 

~ction Of improper arguments jn 13-27-408; 

fc1 jnformatjoos statements. gr argu•ents that are ogt 

sybmjtted by the dgadljoes proyided jo this oart may be 

~uded: and 

fdl jtems of jnformatjon about candjdates and 

statements of caQdjdacy •ay be gxcluded at the djscretjgo pf 

~secretary gf state fgr space reasons jf they are 

uni fg[lal y gxcl uded for al 1 c;andj dat;,es.• 

Section 2. Sec~lon 13-ZT-409, MCA, is amended to redd: 

•t3~ZT-409. liablli~y for contents of a~gument QL 

statement, Nothing in this chapter relieves an author of any 

argu.ent or statement fro• civil or cri•inal ~esponsfbility 

for state~nts contained in an argu.ent or statement printed 

in the Voter inf~•ation pa•phlet.• 

Section 3. Section 13-27-~10 9 HCA, is amended to read: 

•13-21-410. Printing and distribution of voter 

information pa.phle~. (lJ The secretary of state sha11 

arrange with the departaent of adwinistration by requisition 

for the printing and delivery of a voter information 

pamphlet i'<w-t1~Ht11! i u11eo 'l:o-be-,...boo+i:i:ed-l!e-l!he-peep+e 

at least 90 days before the general election a~--wh+eh--~y 

~-he~-+~~. The requisition shall include a delivery 

Jist providing for shJp.ent of the required nuaber of 

pa~h1ets to each county and to the sec~etary of state. 
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(l) The secretary of state shall esti•ate the nu.Oer 

of copies necessary to furnish one ·copy to every vot.er in 

each county, except that ~wo or .ore ·vo~ers with the same 

mailing address and the sa•e last na•e aay be counted as one 

voter. The secretary of state shall provide for an extra 

supply of the pa~hlets in deter•inlng the nuaber of voter 

pamphlets to be Qrdered in t.he requisition. 

(3) The depart.ent of ad•lnistration shall oall for 

bids aBd contract with the lowest bidder for the printing 

and delivery of the voter in~or•ation paMphlet. The contract 

shall require co•pletion of printing and shJpaent .. as 

specified on the delivery list, of the voter inforaation 

pamphlets by not later than 30 days before the general 

election ~-wh~~fte-~le~ iss~es will be oo~ed-on-by-~ 

~-
(4) The county official responsible for voter 

registration in each county shall •ail .one copy of the voter 

information pa•phlet to each re9istered voter in the coun~y. 

except that two or •ore voters with the same •ailing address 

and the sa•e last name •ay be counted as one voter. The 

mailing shall take place no later than 2 weeks after the 

pamphlets are received from the printer. 

(5) Ten copies of the voter infor•ation pamphle~ shall 

be available at each precinct for use by any voter wishing 

to read the explanatory information and coMplete text before 
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voting on the ballot issues.• 

NEW SECJIQNe Section 4. Candidate 

voluntary 

in the 

submission of infor•ation. (1) 

candidate infor~Jation section 

LC 1085/01 

participation 

Participation 

of the voter 

infonaat.ion paaphlet i.s voluntary and at the discretion of 

the candidates specified in 13-27-~01. 

(2) Candidates who choose to participate shall: 

(a) pay a fee as provided In [section 5]; 

(b) submit infor•ation in the for• prescribed by the 

secretary of state, which form shall request at least the 

information specified in 13-27-~01 and a state•ent of 

candidacy not to exceed 200 words; and 

(c) pay the fee and file the completed form with the 

secretary of state no later than 5 P•••Y 90 days before the 

election. 

(3) candidate information on forms not completed and 

filed by the filing deadline may not be included in the 

voter inforMation pamphlet. 

(4) The secretary of state shalJ by certified mail 

notify each eligible candidate of the opportunity for 

inclusion in the voter information pamphlet. the deadline 

for submis~ion of information. and the fee for participation 

and sha11 furnish each with a form for the submission of 

information. 

fifJi SEC.Iloth Section s. Fee for participation in 

-b-
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1 voter information pamphlet. The secretary of state shall by 

Z rule establish fees for the participation of candidates in 

3 the voter infor•ation pa•phlet. The fees •ust be unifor~ for 

4 all candidates and must be reasonably related to the costs 

5 of including infor•ation on candidates in the voter 

6 information pamphlet. Costs to be considered include only 

7 those attributable to candidate information and not those 

8 attributable to the infor•ation regarding ballot issues. The 

9 secretary of state shall ~intain records sufficient to 

10 support the fees established under this section• 

11 NEW SECTION. Section 6. Codification instruction. 

12 Sections 4 and 5 are intended to be codified as an integral 

13 part of Title 13 9 chapter 27• part 4 9 and the provisions of 

14 Title 13• chapter 27, part 47 apply to sections 4 and s. 

-End-
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STATE OF MONTANA 

FISCAL NOTE 

243-83 
REQUEST NO. ---------

Form BD· I-~ 

January 26, 83 
In compliance with a written request received ---------, 19 __ , there is hereby submitted a Fiscal Note 

Senate Bill 284 for.. pursuant to Chapter 53, Laws of Montana, 1965 ·Thirty-Ninth Legislative Assembly. 

Background information used in developing this Fiscal Note is available from the Office of Budget and Program Planning, to members 

of the Legislature upon request. 

DESCRIPTION OF PROPOSED LEGISLATION: 

Senate Bill 284 provides for inclusion of information on candidates for designated 
offices in the Voter Information Pamphlet and specifies the format for the information. 

ASSUMPTIONS: 

1) Assume 3 candidates for each of the following offices: Western District U.S. 
Representative, Eastern District U.S. Representative, Governor, Secretary of 
State, Attorney General, State Auditor, Superintendent of Public Instruction, 
PSC District 2, PSC District 4 and PSC District 5. 

2) Assume 3 candidates for each of the open seats on the Supreme Court. 
3) Assume all candidates choose to participate in the candidate information section. 
4) Assume a fee for participation of $1,350. 

FISCAL IMPACT: 

Revenue: 
Under Current Law 
Under Proposed Law 
Increase In Revenues 

Expenditures: 
Under Current Law 
Under Proposed Law 
Increase In Expenditures 

Net effect In Revenue 

FISCAL NOTE 9:G/1 

$ -o-
45,900 

$45,900 

$51,558 
97,322 

$45,764 

$ 136 

BUDGET DIRECTOR 

Office of Budget and Program Planning 

Date: ) - ""J l · ~ J 
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1 STATEMENT OF INTENT 

2 SENATE BILL 28~ 

3 Senate State Administration Committee 

~ 

5 ~ stateaent o~ Intent Is required for this bill because 

6 section 5 would grant the Secretary of State the authority 

1 to adopt rules establishin9 fees for the participation of 

8 candidates in the voter information pamphlet. Rules are to 

9 be adopted under the Montana Administrative Procedure Act. 

10 The rules must be consistent with the require•ents of 

11 ~ectinn 5 regarding uniformity for all candidates and fees 

12 being reasonably related to costs. 

S E C 0 N D R E A D I N G 
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Approved by Committee 
on State Adminftstration 

SENATE BILL NOo 284 

INTRODUCED BY B. BROWN, ECK, FAGG, HAGER, KEATING• Co SMITH, 

HOLLIDAY, WINSLOW, SWITZER, TVEIT, WALLIN• ETC HART. 

CRIPPENt PISTORIA, NOROTYEOT, GALT 

BY REQUEST OF THE SECRETARY OF STATE 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: •AN ACT TO PROVIDE FOR THE 

INCLU~IDN OF CANDIDATE INFORMATION IN THE VOTER INFORMATION 

P•MPHLET; AMENDING SECTIONS 13-27-401• 13-27-409, AND 

13-27-410t MCA.• 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Section 13-27-~0lt MCA• is a•ended to read: 

"1~-27-401. voter infor•atlon pamphlet• lll-fcLDc_tg 

eatb_geoecal-Ale~~laa-•~-•bl~-4-A~~Mida-A~~~ba 

tillBd __ QL __ a__ballat~~Ue-~atAd~-1b&-~~ratar¥ of~ 

iball-pceaace_fac_aclo~lag_a-K~L-lnf~an_pagpblet. 

tltL~1 The ~ee~e~epy--cf--ste~e--,h~~~--pPepere---Fe~ 

prtfti:i-nQ---fll voter i nfor11at ion pa11phl et ee"t:e:Tft_.f.ft~ IIUU 

~autaio the following information for each ballot issue to 

be voted on at:-sn-e+ee~+o"' as applicable: 

(a) ballot title, fi~cal state•en~ if applicable, and 

complete te~t of the Issue; 

(b) the form In which the issue will appear on the 

ballot; 
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(c) arguments advocating approval and rejection of the 

issue; and 

(d) rebuttal arguments. 

Ll1--Ibe-~a~ec_iotac.a~lau_pampblct_must~ 

La1_-~antalo __ lntacm~ao _ _ao_ea~~odidAt&-faL-AD¥-af 

tbB-falla•lna_attlce~-~a-~aQ~&~-ta_be-la~1ude~ 

!11--UDited_State~-~eoatQLi 

!111-UD1~ed_s~a~~-ceace~ent~e~ 

!illl-aaxecoac_aod_l1eu~uant-gaxecuaLi 

Li~1-~e~cctacx_af~~te~ 

!K1--Dttacoex_ggoetall 

L~l-~tate_audl~acl 

L~lil-aubll~-~ec~l~e-~amml~~laaBLi 

!~iil1-~~ate-~u~cintBo~ut-af_aubll~-lo~XL~~~ 

Li¥1-~leck_at_tbe_~upceme_~~~ 

!¥1--~bief_Ju~ti~e-af-tbe-~ace.a_~uct~-and 

!xll-Ju~ti~e-af-~be-~upceme-~auc~ 

Lb1--fac __ ea~b--'aUdldate _ _taL__aa__aff~e Jisted---la 

~Ub~ettii2ll--Lllla1L--ll:!Lltifll.'l!!llOIS-fAIIflillLMAY cpgh I o..G 

leaat_tbe_tollaw1og_1ofacma~iaal 

!11--a_pbataacaab-~akeu_witblo_tbe_pee~edlna--~ac~ 

!iil-tb&-candidate!~-uame_aad_agel 

!ilil-~be __ aff1~e--~augllt __ a!UI __ pac~x--atf1llatd.an.t.--lf 

6ffLl(ARLf-I~-IME-~fEl(f-SCUGHLl 

1i~l-D~~UPilt1DD.t.-iU~lud1D9-~UCC&01-liDd-Da~ empiOJWeD~ 

-2- SB 284 
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{Kl--~YLtCDL-~Od_p[CKLo~-Yl~CS-DLLC~~ 

tKll-lengtb_af_Lesideo~a_lo Haot~~ 

txlil_eay~ation~l-b~kgLnYDdl ~ 

t .till-llllst-llollti~al.JnxollUiantl. &ll.ll 

tlll-A-ZUO=WD&O-SIAifKfNI_Qf~QlQ&tlL-AS-f£~~ 

UEtllllti-Ul. 

tct==b-=:aeraaaad==~a==lbat::A!±--tftfor.as±Ra::Db .. ~ 

a.rtt~aiae:eaaatdata:t~=~ataad:aa=a:ataote:a•oa:.ad=-~ 

aaa::aaaa::ta::aitattcd:£ar:aaeb:caadiAata:aba:cba~ 

tact~edx:fae:aa~a~a~:af:tbta:aacttaaz:saadidat&2::£Ae::tbe 

affi~~===af:::oaxeraae::aad==i±aat:aaat--oaxoraor---.at::be 

ean~±dcrcd:aa:aacx 

ttl--Bf-A&&A~~o_~_IUAI_~~UlDAif_EJ~EPI IHDSE-Lb 

SU8SEtiiD~-LllLD1-lS-4LLDIIEO-IHf-~-AII.IlUNI oF sp&tf~ 

PURPDSfS--DE--IHIS_-SftilD~s--t~DlD&IES foB IHE QF~Qf 

Gllltf&!iQ&_A~Q..LlEUII:!WU_IiQl!f~liLSHALL_g_J;QIIISlDUED 6S QNEo 

!Dl--fDB-tAIIIQlDAIES-EDR-AIII-DfEltf..LlSifD-1111--SU~IItl 

LllLAl--~HD--PD-IIIDI-SUA!li-IUf_fff-'!iQ_llllfQ&a&Illltl ~PE!:lflfll 

Lb-LSEtilDIII-ils-tD~AI!il 

Lll--ItiLU!illl.llAif!S_IIIAKf _ _A!ia..._wll_AfflU At ION a lf 

MXl_&IIIQ 

Llll-IIIL-fDLLD~lmG-iLllfafa!l-!tAaQIQAif PARIICIPAIIOIII 

1~-IHl~PA!iPHLEI-lS-ltllLVHIA&X--AII.Il-&fQUI&fS-P&XHtNI -Df--6 

SUiiUlUlAL-fffa--SOKE-U!tUlQAIES Dill IIIDI-tHOOSE IQ SllftMII 

~fDB!AilD!t-'IIIQ-PAX-IHf-fffa! 
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f~t!il The pamphlet ~h•~+ ~ also contain a notice 

advising thv recipient ~here additional copies of the 

pamphlet ~ay be obtained. 

t3t!~! Wheneve~-.ere-~ft&ft-o~-De+~e~-+ss~e--+s--~e--be 

v~~ed--en--e~--8-~fft~~e-e+ee~~eftT-~he-~e~e~e~r-e~-§~ft~e-mey 

pnb++~h-a-~+n~te-Deftph+e~-~er-e++-e~-~he-bd~+e~-+~s•--·--~he 

~ublB~t--tn~ubse~tion __ illL~ls--tbC secretary of state •ay 

arrange the information in the order which seems most 

approo r i ate, bu~ the inforMation for all issues anQ 

~aodidates In the paMphlet 7ha~~ .us1 be presented +"--the 

~eme-o?de? uolfOLBlX• 

L~--Ibe--se~Leti!L¥--Pf state ·~-DAt-eK~u4&_fLRB-tbe 

KPteL_infPLmAtiDD-P~mQblat-aQ¥_nt_tbe-lofoL8i1Lio~~fl&Q 

io_tbi~P~Ct-fPL-lOLluAiPDs-CKLept-tbat~ 

tal--ballot __ issYe __ a~Yme~-Lebu~al_4Lg~~iiX 

bB_e~Ludeo_iQ-tbe_mannec_anGLf~~e-Lea~nns--A~Lied--in 

1J:ZI:~081 

Lbl __ iOdLKldUill-Statement~_o~andld~¥-miiX-b&-MKLlwaad 

in __ tbe-~ame_m~nnec_and_foL_tne sa.a [easoas-aa_~nvided fPL 

LeJe~tioa_of_tmpcnpec_acgumentl-iD-ll=l2~~ 

LLl--infALmatiPDs-~tAtaments&-OL-iiLgumentA-~-iiLe-DQt 

submittea_bx-tbe_aeadllncs_oLPvlaaGL_in_-tb!A--aaLl--miiX-ba 

eK~Yd.O~_ana 

Ldl--ltmm~---Df-_lnfncaatlPD---Abnut_ __ candidatcS--ilnd 

statem~nL~-nf_~aodida~X-ail¥-he-e&~udad-at-tbe-discrltion_nf 

-4- SB 284 
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tne_~~~~etaC¥--Dt __ ~tate __ fgr__~a~e--~a~~--if--lbiX--a~ 

uaitacml¥-BK~uded_fg~-all-~aadiaate~.· 

Sectlon z. Section 13-27-409, MCA~ is aMended to read: 

"13-ZT-409. Liability for contents of arguaent a£ 

~t~t~zeot• Nothinq In this chapter relieves an author of any 

argument g~_1tatemunt froM civil or criminal responsibility 

for statements contained in an argument QC_~~aeot printed 

in th?: voter information pa•phlet.• 

Section 3. Section 13-21-~10, MCAy Is a•ended to read: 

"13-27-~to. Printing and distribution of voter 

infor~ation pamphlet. il) The secretary of state shall 

arran?a with the departMent of administration by requisition 

for the printing and delivery of a voter Information 

pamphlet fer-a+:t--be.J+e~-+ss-tte~-~-be-'!tdH+t:t:ed-~"-t!he-,eep~e 

at le3St 90 days before the geQCLai election e~--wh+eh--~~ey 

-~~~-~@-sabmTt~ed. The requisition shall include a delivery 

list providing for ship.ent of the required nu•ber of 

pamphlets to ~ach county and to the secretary of state. 

(2) The secretary of state shall esti~ate the nuMber 

of copies necessary to furnish one copy to every voter in 

each county. exceot that two or more voters with the same 

maili1g address and the same last name may be counted as one 

voter. The secretary of state shall provide for an extra 

supp1v of the pamohlets in deterMining the nu•ber of voter 

pamnhlets to be ordered in the raquisition. 
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(3) The department of ad•fnistration shall call for 

bids and contract with the lowest bidder for the printing 

and delivery of the voter information pamphlet. The contract 

shall require completion of printlnq and shipmentt as 

·specifiedonthedeliveryllst, of the voter inforaation 

pamphlets by not later than 30 days before the geo&Lal 

election e~--~~e~-~~e-be~+e~-+~sues-w+~~-be-yeted-~ft-by--~fte 

~e~p~. 

(41 The county official responsible for voter 

registration in each county shall mail one copy of the voter 

Information pamphlet to each registered voter in the county 7 

except that two or more voters with the same mailing address 

and the same last name may be counted as one voter. The 

mailing shall tak~ place no later than 2 weeks after the 

pamphlets are recelv~d from the printer. 

(5) Ten copies of the voter information pamphlet Shall 

be available at each precinct for use by any voter wishing 

to re~d the explanatory information and complete text before 

votin~ on the ballot Issues.• 

lfW-Sf,IlQ~& Section ~. Candidate participation 

voluntary submission of inforMation. (1) Participation 

in the candid<Jte i nfonaation section of the voter 

information pamphlet Is voluntary and at the discretion of 

the candidates specified in 13-27-401. 

(2) Candidates who choose to participate shall: 

-6- SB 284 
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(aJ pay a fee as provided in [section 5]; 

(b) sub•it information In the form prescribed by the 

secretary of state, which form shall request at least the 

information specified in 13-27-~01 and a state.ent of 

candidacy not to exceed 200 words; and 

{c) pay the fee a~d file the completed form with the 

secretary of state no later than 5 p.m., 90 days before the 

election. 

{3) Candidate infor.ation on forms not completed and 

filed by the fll in~ deadline may not be Included in the 

voter information pamphlet. 

! ... ) The secretary of state shall by certified maiJ 

notify each eligible candidate of the opportunity for 

14 Inclusion in the voter Information pamphlet, the deadline 

15 for submission of inforMation, and tne fee ~or participation 

16 and sh~ll furnish each wi~h a form for the subMission of 

17 information. t&t!QlQAl!;_-l:iOilfltAIIOII.S~LL-llf.._.._JjA.lL.f.Jl& 

18 fQSIA&f_f&£fAl01-IO-ltif_AQQ&ESS_e~IDEQ BX IH£-'4~~ 

19 ~lS_OEtLABAilD~-fOB-«<MIHAIIOBa 

zo ~fW_SftiiO!a Section s. Fee tor participation in 

Zl voter InforMation paMphlet. The secretary of state shall by 

22 rule establish fees for the participation of candidates in 

23 the voter inforMation pamphlet. The fees •ust be uniform for 

2~ all candidates and must be reasonably related to the costs 

25 of Including Information on candidates in the voter 
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inforwation pamphlet. tosts to be considered Include only 

those attributable to candidate information and not those 

attri~utable to the information regarding ballot Jssues. The 

secretary of state shall maintain records sufficient to 

support the fees established under this section. 

ME~Sf,IlO!a Section 6. Codification Instruction. 

Sections 4 and 5 are intended to be codified as an integral 

part of TitlP. 13~ chapter 27, part 4• and the provisions of 

Title 139 chapter 279 part ~9 apply to sections ~ and s. 

-End-
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