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SE'l~ATE BILL NO. 278 

INTRODUCED BY CONOVER, 
MAZUREK, LYBECK 

IN THE SENATE 

IN THE HOUSE 

Introduced and referred 
to Committee on Natural 
Resources. 

Committee recommend bill 
do pass. Report adopted. 

Bill printed and placed 
on members' desks. 

Second reading, do pass. 

Correctly engrossed. 

Third reading, passed. 
Ayes, 387 Noes, 8. 
Transmitted to House. 

Introduced and referred 
to Committee on 
Agriculture, Livestock 
and Irrigation. 

Committee recommend bill 
be concurred in. Report 
adopted. 

Second reading, concurred 
in. 

Third reading, concurred 
in. 
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March 23, 1983 

IN THE SENATE 
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Returned to Senate. Sent 
to enrolling. 

Reported correctly 
enrolled. 
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INTRODUCED BY !:!&:·~ . ~ / 1;/--uil 
A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: •AN ACT AMENDING SECTION 

85-7-1904• HCA• TO INCREASE FROM $125•000 TO 5150.000 THE 

AMOUNT OF A PURCHASE OR RENTAL TO WHICH AN IRRIGATION 

DISTRICT BOARD MAY BIND A DISTRICT WITHOUT CONSENT Of THE 

LANDOWNERS.• 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Section SS-7-1904• MCA, is aaended to read: 

•a~-7-1904. Acquisition of water and wate~wo~ks by 

board. (1) The board shall have power and author'ity to: 

(a) appropriate water in the na•e of the district; 

(b) acquire by purchase, leaset or contract water and 

water rights; additional waters and supplies of water; 

canals, reservoirs, dams, and other works alr-eady 

constructed or in the course of construction; and 

(c) acquire by purchase. 1 ease, contract. 

condemnation, or other legal .eans: 

(i) lands and rights in lands for rights-of-way. for 

reservoirs• for the storage of needful waters. and for dam 

sites and necessary appurtenances; and 

(ii) such other lands and property as may be necessary 

25 for the construction, use, •alntenance, repair 9 improveaent 1 
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enlargement, and operation of any district syste• of 

irrigation works. 

(2) The board shall have the privilege, if desired• to 

contract with the owner or owners of such canals. 

reservoirs, da•st and other works so purchased and in the 

course of construction for the completion thereof. 

(3) No purchase• lease, or contract for purchase of 

any waterw water rights, canals, reservoirs, reservoir 

sites9 da• sttes, irrigation works, or other property of any 

nature or kind or for the making or purchasing of surveys, 

maps 9 plans. estimates, and specifications or ~~ the 

purchase of machinery for pu~ing plants or for the erection 

of buildings, aqueducts, and other structures necessarily 

used in connection with such puaplog plants, for a price or 

rental in excess of ~999 $15g,goo. is final or binding 

upon the districts and no su• •ay be paid for such purchases 

lease, or contract without the written consent or petition 

of at least a Majority In number and acreage of the holders 

of title or evidence of title to the lands within the 

district. Any splitting or division of such purchase. leaset 

or contract with the purpose or intention of avoiding or 

circumventing the provisions of this section shall render 

such divided or split contract or contracts void.• 

-End-

-2-
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Approved by Committee 
on Naturol Resources 

~_xc ·~-LZL '~'"W"' ..=w<; /~~ 
A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: •AN ACT AMENDING SECTION 

85-7-1904• MCA• TO INCREASE FROM 5125•000 TO S150.00D THE 

AMOUNT OF A PURCHASE OR RENTAL TO WHICH AN IRRIGATION 

DISTRICT BOARD MAY BIND A DISTRICT WITHOUT CONSENT OF THE 

lANDOWNERS.• 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE lEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Section 85-7-1904, MCA, is amended to read: 

"85-7-1904. Acquisition of water and waterworks oy 

board. (1) The board shall have power and authority to: 

(a) appropria~e water in the name of the district; 

(b) acquire by purchase, lease, or contract water and 

water rights; additional waters and supplies of water; 

canals. reservoi rst dams" and other works alt"eady 

constructed or in the course of construction; and 

(c) acquire t>y purchase, 1 ease, contract" 

condemnation• or other leqal means: 

(i) lands and rights in lands for rights-of-way, for 

reservoirs 9 for the storage of needful waters. and for dam 

sites and necessary appurtenances; and 

(ii) such other lands and property as may be necessary 

25 for the constn.JC.tion, use, maintenance, repair, improvet~ent, 
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enlargement, and operation of any district system of 

irriqation works. 

(2) The board sha11 have the privilege, if desired, to 

contract with the owner or owners of such canals• 

reservoirs, dams, and other works so purchased and in the 

course of construction for the completion thereof. 

(3) No purchase, lease, or contract for purchase of 

any water .. water rights, canals, reservoirs, reservoir 

sites, da• sites, irrigation works, or other property of any 

nature or kind or for the making or purchasing o~ surveys, 

maps, plans.. estimates" and specifications or for the 

purchase of machinery ~or pumping plants or for the erection 

of buildings, aqueducts, and other structures necessarily 

used in connection with such pumping plants .. for a price or 

rental in excess of ~~ SI5o.ooo, is fina1 or binding 

upon the district. and no sum may be paid for such purchase, 

lease. or contract without the written consent or petition 

of at least a majority in number and acreage of the holders 

of ·title or evidence of title to the lands within the 

district. Any splitting or division of such purchase, lease, 

or contract with the purpose or intention of avoiding or 

circumventing the provisions of this section shall render 

such divided or split contract or contracts void.• 

-End-
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INTRODUCED BY 
~ .4- ':M~ dZL . ' 

OJM / ~ tl~e-6 

A BILL fOR AN ACT ENTITLED: •AN ACT AMENDING SECTION 

85-7-1904• MCA• TO INCREASE FROM $125,000 TO $150,000 THE 

AMOUNT Of A PURCHASE OR RENTAL TO WHICH AN IRRIGATION 

DISTRICT BOARD HAY BIND A DISTRICT WITHOUT CONSENT OF THE 

LANDOWNERS.• 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MDNTA~A: 

Section 1. Section 85-7-1904 9 MCA 9 is a•ended to read: 

•as-7-1904. Acquisition of water and waterworks oy 

board. (1) The board shall have power and authority to: 

(~) appropriate water in the name of the district; 

(b) acquire by purchase, lease, or contract water and 

water rights; additional waters and supplies of water; 

canals, reservoirs, dams, and other works already 

constructed or in the course of construction; and 

(c) acquire by purchase., 1 ease, contract1' 

condemnation, or other legal .eans: 

(i) lands and rights in lands for rights-of-way1' for 

reservoirs., for the storage of needful waters9 and for dam 

sites and necessary appurtenances; and 

(ii) such other lands and property as may be necessary 

25 for the construction, use., maintenance, repair., improvemenc. 
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enlargement 9 and operation of any district system of 

irri~ation works. 

(2) The board shall have the privilege, if desired, to 

contract with the owner or owners of such canals, 

reservoirs, dams, and other works so purchased and In the 

course of construction for the completion thereof. 

(3) No purchase, lease, or contract for purchase of 

any water. water rights, canals, reservoirs, reservoir 

sites, dam sites, irrigation works, or other property of any 

nature or kind or for the making or purchasing of surveys, 

maps, plans, estimates, and specifications or for the 

purchase of machinery for pumping plants or for the erection 

of buildings.- aqueducts, and other structures necessarily 

used in connection with such pumping plants, for a price or 

rental in excess of ~+r5Te&e SlSO.ooo.- is final or binding 

upon the district.- and no suut 11ay be paid for such purchase, 

lease, or contract without the written consent or petition 

of at least a majority in number and acreage of the holders 

of title or evidence of title to the lands within the 

district. Any splitting or division of such purchase, lease.-

or contract with the purpose or intention of avoiding or 

circumventing the provisions of this section shall render 

such divided or split contract or contracts void.• 

-End-

T H I R D R E A D I N G 
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SENATf Bill Nne l78 

INTRODUtfD BY CUNOVf~ 

MAZUREK, l YBECK 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: •AN ACT AMENDING SECTION 

85-7-1904, MCA, TO 

AMOUNT OF A PU~CHASE 

DISTRICT BOARD ~AY 

l.I!NOOW.~Erl.S.• 

INCREASE FROM S125,000 TO 5150,000 THE 

DR ~ENTAL TO WHICH AN IRRIGATION 

BIND A DISTRICT WITHOUT CONSENT OF THE 

Bf IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Sectfon 85-7-1904, MCA, is amended to read: 

•a5-7-1904. Acquisition of wat~r and waterworks by 

bnarrl. (1) The board shall have pow~r and authority to: 

(·~) appropriate water in the name of the district; 

(b) acquire by purchase. lease. or contract water and 

watf'>r rightsi addition.:tl waters and supplies of water; 

c-1n-'ll-;, res~rvolrs, dam~, and other works ~lready 

constructed or in the course of construction; ana 

(c) acquire by purchase, lease, contract, 

conrtemnation .. or otner leqal means: 

(a) lands anrl rights in lands for rlghts-of-•ay, for 

rPsPrvojrs 9 for the storaqe of needful waters, and for dam 

sites ~~d necessary appurtenances; and 

(, i) such other lands and property a~ may be necessary 
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for the construction, use, maintenance, repair, improvement, 

enla~~~•ent, a~~ operation of dny ~i~trict system 

irri Ftt lun worJo:~. 

of 

(2) The ooara shall have the Privileqe .. if desire~, to 

contr'!.ct with the owner or owners of sucn canals, 

reservoirs, dams, and other works ~o purchased and in the 

co~rse of construction for the completion thereof. 

(3) No purchase, lease, or contract for purchase of 

any water, wa~er rights, canals, reservoirs, reservoir 

sites• dam sitest irrigation works, or other property of any 

nature or kind or for the making or purchasing of surveys, 

maps, plans, es~i~ates, and specifications or for the 

pur~hase of machinery for pumping plants or for the erection 

of b~i10inqs 9 aqueducts, and other structures necessarily 

used in connection with such puMping plants, for a price or 

rental in ex~ess of $te~.eee 1lSD£DaDt is final or binding 

uoon th~ district. and no sum may be paid for such purchase~ 

lease. or contr3ct without the written consent or petition 

of ~t least a majority in number and acreage of the holders 

of titl~ or evidence of title to the lands within the 

district. Any splitting or division of such purchase, lease, 

or contract with the purpose or intention of avoiding or 

circumventing the provisions of thi5 section snall render 

such divided or S(~lit contract or contracts void." 

-End-
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