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~ BILL NO. _.?76 

INTRODUCED BY ,#KL£rT;/fA /21~ 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLEO: •AN ACT AHENOING SECTION 

85-7-1710• MCA• TO PROVIDE THAT THE BOARD OF COMHISSIONERS 

OF AN IRRIGATION DISTRICT HAY BY RESOLUTION ESTABLISH THAT 

DISTRICT VOTES ARE TO BE CAST BY 1-ACRE RATHER THAN BY 

4G-ACRE BLOCKS.• 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Section 85-7-1710• MCA, is amended to ~ead: 

"85-7-1710. Qualification of electors and nature of 

voting riqhts. (1) At all elections held under the 

provisions of thl5 part, except as otherwise expressly 

provided, the following holders of title or evidence of 

title to lands within the district. herein designated 

electors., are entitled to vote: 

(d) all individuals having the qualifications of 

electors under the constitution and general election laws of 

the state, except that no registration of electors may oe 

requir-ed; 

(b) guardians., executors, adltinistrator-s-, and 

trusteesj 

{c) domestic corporations. by their duly authorized 

agents. 
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{2) In all elections held under this part, each 

elector is permitted to cast one vote for each 40 acres of 

irrigable land or- •ajor fraction thereof owned by the 

elector within the district. Irrespective of the location of 

the frrigabla -lands within tbe tracts designated by the 

commissioners for assess•ent and taxation pur-poses ~ within 

congressional subdivisions, platted lots or blocks (except 

as hereinafter pr-ovided for)• election pr-ecincts, or 

district divisions. but any elector owning any less than ~0 

acres of irrigable land is entitled to one vote. until the 

irrigable area under the proposed plan of reclaaatlon is 

determined, all land included within the boundaries of the 

district shall be consider-ed irrigable land tor election 

purposes. 

(3t Whenever land is oNOed by co-owners., the owners 

may designate one of their number or an agent to cas~ the 

vo-te for the ownel"s• and one vote only for each 40 acres of 

irrigable land or major fraction thereof may be cast by the 

voting co-owner or agent. Whenever- land is unde.- contract of 

sale to a pur-chaser re5iding within the state, the purchaser-

may vote on behalf of the owner of the land. When voting• 

the agent of a corporation or co-owners. the co-owner 

designated for purpose of voting, or the purchaser of land 

under contract of sale• as the case may be, shall file with 

the secretary of the district or with the election officials 
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1 a w~itten instrument of his authority, executed and 

2 acknowledged by the proper officers of the corporation, by 

3 the co-owneYs9 or by the owner of land under contract of 

4 sale, as the case may be, and thereupon the dgent or 

5 co-owner or purchaser, as the case aay be, is an elector 

6 within the meaning of this part. Whenever the total 

7 irrigable acreage within any one district has been platted 

8 or subdivided into lots or blocks to the extent of 5* or 

9 more of the total acreage of the district gr whenever tbe 

10 .ajOrity of the district board adopts a resplution allowjog 

11 Ll• each elector is perMitted to cast one vote for each acre 

12 of irrigable land or •aJor fraction thereof owned by the 

13 elect~ ·within the districtw irrespective of ~he location of 

14 such irrigable lands within the tracts desi9nated by the 

15 coMmissioners for assess•ent and taxation purposes or within 

16 the congressional subdivisions, but any elector oNning any 

17 less than 1 acre of irrigabJe land within the district is 

18 entitled to one vote. The balloting shall take place in the 

19 following •anner: 10 votes or less. separate ballots vill Oe 

20 used; more than 10 votesy the elector shall vote in blocks 

21 of 10 using one ballot for each 10 votes and separate 

22 ballots for odd votes over •ultiples of 10.• 

-End-
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Approved by Committee 
on N•tura1 Resources 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: •AN ACT AHENOING SECTION 

85-7-1710• KCA• TO PROVIDE THAT THE BOARD OF COKKISSIONERS 

OF AN IRRIGATION DISTRICT ~AY BY RESOLUTION ESTABLISH THAT 

DISTRICT VOTES ARE TO BE CAST BY 1-ACRE RATHER THAN BY 

4D-ACRE BLOCKS.• 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Section 85-l-1710, MCAY Is amended to read: 

nss-7-1710. Qualification of electors and nature of 

voting ri9ht.s. (1) At all eJections held under the 

provisions of thts part, except as otherwise expressly 

provided, the following holders of title or evidence of 

title to lands within the district 9 herein designated 

electors, are entitled to vote: 

(a) all individuals having the qualifications of 

electors under the constitution and general election laws of 

the state, except that no registration ot electors •ay De 

requiri:!d; 

(b) guardians, executors, ad~tinistrato.-s. and 

trusteesj 

(c) domestic corporations, by their duly authorized 

agents. 
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(2) In all elections held under this part, each 

elector is permitted to cast one vote for each 40 acres of 

irrigable land or major fraction thereof owned by the 

elector within the district, irrespective of the location of 

the lrrigabla lands within the tracts designated by the 

com•issioners for assess•ent and taxation purposes ~ within 

congressional subdivisions~ platted lots or blocks {except 

as hereinafter provided for) 9 election precincts, or 

district divisions .. but any elector owning any less than 40 

acres of irrigable land is entitled to one vote. Until the 

irrigable area under the proposed plan of reclaaation is 

determined. all land included within the boundaries of the 

district shall be considered irrigable land fo~ election 

purpo-ses. 

(3t Hhenever land is owned by co-owners. the owners 

may designate one of their number or an agent to cast the 

vote for the owners. and one vote only for each 40 acres of 

irrigable land or major fraction thereof JRay be cast by the 

voting co-owner or a~ent. Nhenever land is under contract of 

sale to a purchase.- residing within the state9 the purchoser 

may vote on behalf of the owner of the land. When voting• 

tha agent of a corporation o.- co-owners, the co-owner 

designated for- purpose of voting, or the ourchaser of land 

under contr-act of sale, as the case may be. shall file with 

the secretdry of the district or with the election officials 
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a written instr-uwtent of his authority, executed and 

2 acknowledged by the proper officers of the corporation, by 

3 the co-owners, or by the owner of land under contract of 

4 sale~ as the case •ay bet and thereupon the agent or 

5 

6 

co-owner or purchaser, as the case may 

within the ~aean i ng of this par-t. 

be, is an elector 

Whenever the totdl 

7 irrigable acreage within any one district has been platted 

e or subdivided into lots or blocks to the extent of 5~ or 

9 •ore of the total acreage of the district or wbeneygr the 

10 ~rity of the district board adopt$ a resolution alJgwing 

11 It, each elector Is perMitted to cast one vote for each acre 

12 of irrigable land or major fraction thereof owned by the 

13 elector within the district, irrespective of the location of 

1~ such irrigable lands within the tracts designated by the 

15 commissioners for assessMent and taxation purposes or within 

16 the cong~essional subdivisions. but any elector owning any 

17 less than 1 acre of irrigable land ~ithin the district is 

18 entitled to one vote. The balloting shall take place in the 

19 following manner: 10 votes or less, separate ballo~s will be 

20 used; ~or~ than 10 votes, the elector shall vote in blocks 

Zl of 10 using one ballot for each 10 votes and separate 

22 ballots for odd votes over •ult1ples o~ 10.• 

-End-
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INTRODUCE I> 

~ BILL NO. ,/fG 

BY ~LeTA II /lltL4'tJ..U.-\ 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: •AN ACT AMENDING SECTION 

85-7-1710• MCA, TO PROVIDE THAT THE BOARD OF COHHISSIONERS 

OF AN IRRIGATION OISTRICT f;AY BY RESOLUTION ESTABLISH THAT 

DISTRICT VOTES ARE TO BE CAST BY 1-ACRE RATHER THAN BY 

40-ACRE BLOCKS.• 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE JF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Section 85-7-lllO, M(Ay is amended to read: 

11 85-7-1110. Qualification of electors and nature of 

votinq rights. (1) At all elections held under the 

provisions of this part, except as otherwise expressly 

provided. the following holders of title or evidence of 

title to lands within the district. herein designated 

el~tors, are entitled to vote: 

(d) all individuals having the qualifications of 

electors under the constitution and general election laws of 

the statey except that no registration ot electors may oe 

requi,..0d; 

{b) guardians, executors .. administrators., and 

trustees; 

(c) domestic corporations. by their duly authorized 

aqe-nts. 
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(Z) In all elections held under this pdrt 9 each 

elector is permitted to cast one vote for each 40 acres of 

irrigable land or major fraction thereof owned by the 

elector within the district, irrespective of the location of 

the irrigabla lands within the tracts designated by the 

commissioners for assessment and taxation purposes or within 

congressional subdivisions. platted lots or blocks (except 

as hereinafter provided for)• election precincts. or 

district divisions, but any elector owning any less than 40 

acres of irrigable land is entitled to one vot2. until tOe 

irriqable area under the proposed plan of reclamation is 

determined, all land included within the boundaries of the 

district shall be considered irrigable land for elect;ion 

purposes. 

(3) Whenever land is owned by co-owners. the owners 

may designate one of their number or an agent to cast the 

vo·te for the owncrs 9 and one vote only for each 40 acres of 

irrigable land o1' major fraction thereof may be cast oy the 

voting co-owner or ayent. W~enever land is under contract of 

sale to a purchoser residing within the state9 the purchaser 

may vote on behalf of the owner of the land. When voting• 

tha agent of a corporation or co-owners.y the co-owner 

designated for purpose of voting. or the purchaser of land 

under contract cf sal~. as the case may be, shall fil~ with 

tha s~cretary of the district or with the election officials 
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1 a written instrument of his authorityy executed and 

2 acknowledged by the proper officers of the corporation• by 

3 the co-owners, or by the owner of land under contract of 

4 sale, as the case may be, and thereupon the agent or 

5 co-owner or purchaser, as the case may be, is an elector 

6 within the meaning of this part. Whenever the total 

7 irrigable acreage within any one district has been platted 

8 or subdivided into lots or blocks to the extent of 5* or 

9 more of the total acreage of the district gr whenever the 

10 majgrity of the district bgard adopts a resglutjoo allowing 

11 ~' each elector is permitted to cast one vote for each acre 

12 of irrigable land or major £raction thereof owned by the 

13 elector within the district, irrespective of the location of 

14 such irrigable lands within the tracts designated by the 

15 commissioners for assess•ent and taxation purposes or within 

16 the congressional subdivisions, but any elector owning any 

17 less than 1 acre of irrigable land -.,ithin the district is 

18 entitled to one vote. The balloting shall take place in the 

19 following manner: 10 votes or less, separate ballots will be 

20 used; more than 10 votes, the elector shall vote in blocks 

Zl of lG using one ballot for each 10 votes and separate 

22 ballots for odd votes over •ultiples of 10.• 

-End-
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SENATE BILL NO• 276 

INTRODUCED BY AKLESTAOt HANUEL 

A BILL fOR AN ACT ENTITLED: •AN ACT AMENDING SECTION 

85-7-1110, HCAt TO PROVIDE THAT THE BOARD Of COMMISSIONERS 

OF AN IRRIGATION DISTRICT HAY BY RESOLUTION ESTABLISH THAT 

DISTRICT VOTES ARE TO BE CAST BY 1-ACRE RATHER THAN BY 

•o-ACRE BLOCKS•• 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE Of THE STATE Of MONTANA: 

Sec~lon 1. Section 85-7-1710• MCA, Is aaended to read: 

•us-1-111o. 

voting r i ght:s. 

Qualification of electors and nature of 

(1) At all elections held under the 

provisions of this part, 

provided, t:he folloNing 

title to lands within 

except as 

holders of 

the district, 

electnrs, are entitled to vote: 

otherNise expressly 

title or evidence of 

herein designated 

(a) all Individuals having the qualifications of 

electGrs under the constitution and general election laws of 

the state, except that no registration of electors may be 

required; 

(b) gua ... di ans, 

trustees; 

executors, adllinlstratorsr and 

(c) do•estic corporations. by their duly authorized 

aqents. 
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(Zl In all elections held under this part. each 

elector is peraltted to cast one vote for each ~0 acres of 

lrrlgable land or •ajor fraction thereof owned by the 

elector within the district• irrespective of the location of 

the irrigabte lands within the tracts designated by the 

commissioners for assessment and taxation purposes or within 

congressional subdivisions, platted lots or blocks (except 

as hereinafter provided for)r election precincts., or 

district divisions, but any elector o~ninq any less than 40 

acres of lrrlgable land Is entitled to one vote. until the 

irrlgJble area under the proposed plan of reclaaation is 

deter~ined., all land included within the boundaries of the 

district shall be considered lrrigable land for election 

purposes. 

(3) Whenever land Is owned by co-owners, the owners 

May designate one of their nu•ber or an agent to cast the 

vote for the oMnersr and one vote only for each ~0 acres of 

irrigable land or ~ajor fraction thereof •ay be cast by the 

voting co-owner or agent. Khenever land is under contract of 

sale to a purchaser residing Nlth1n the state, the purchaser 

•ay vote on behalf of the owner of the land. When voting. 

the agent of a corporation or co-owners., the co-owner 

desi~nated for purpose of votinq, or the purchaser of land 

under contract of sale, as the case may bet shall file with 

the secretary of the district or with the election officials 
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1 a wri~ten instrument of his authority, executed and 

2 acknowledged by the proper officers of the corporation, by 

3 the co-owners. or by the owner of land under contract of 

• sale• as the case May be, and thereupon the agent or 

5 co-owner or purchaser, as the case •ay be, Is an elector 

6 within the aeaning of this part. Whenever the total 

T irriqable acreage within any one district has been platted 

8 or subdivided into lots or blocks to the extent of 5~ or 

9 •ore of the total acreaqe of the district ~--Kba~C--Lbe 

10 Daicclt¥__Qf_tba-di&tclct board_adggt$ a resolutigg aJJgwlng 

11 it• e~ch elector is perMitted to cast one vote for each acre 

12 o~ lrrigable land or •aJor fraction thereof owned by the 

13 elect~r within the district, irrespective of the location of 

1~ such irrlgable lands wfthln the tracts designated by the 

15 com•issloners for assess.ant and taxation purposes or within 

16 the congressional subdivisions, but any elector owning any 

17 less than 1 acre of lrrigable land within the district is 

18 entitled to one vote. The balloting shall take place In the 

19 following •anner: 10 votes or less, separate ballots will be 

20 used; aore than 10 votes, the elector shall vote In blocks 

21 of 10 using one ballot for each 10 votes and separate 

22 ballots for odd votes over •ultlples of 10•• 

-End-
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