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INTRODUCED BY~,., ·~~-~ .. , 

BY RE~UEST OF OF ~ REGULATION • 

A BILL FOR A~ ACT ENTITLED: •AN ACT REQUIRING THE PUBLIC 

SERVICE COMMISSION TO ORDER REFUNDS OF PUBLIC UTILITY 

CHARGES UNLAWFULLY COllECTED AND ALLOWING INTEREST ON SUCH 

REFUNDS; AMENDING SECTIONS 69-3-305 AND o9-3-330o HCA.• 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Section 69-3-305, HCAt is amended to read: 

•69-3-305. Deviations from scheduled rates, tolls. and 

Chdrges. (1) It shall be unlaw¥ul for any public utility to: 

(a) charge, demandt collect, or receive a gredter or 

less compensation for any service performed by it within the 

state or for any se~vice in connection therewith than is 

specified in such printed schedules, including schedules of 

joint rates, as may at the time be in force; 

(b) demand, collect, or receive any rate, tollt or 

charge not specified in such schedul~st or 

(c) grant any rebate, concession~ or special privilerJe 

to any consufier or user, which• directly or indirectly• 

sha 11 or may have the effect of changing the rates, to 11 ~, 

charges, or payments. 

{2) The rates, tolls, and charges n::1med therein shall 

LC 1202/01 

1 be the lawful rates,. tolls.,- and charges until the ~ame are 
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changed, as provided in this chapter. 

12l__~o•mission shall order refunds of rates, 

tolls, or char9es cqlle~ted In yjolation of this section and 

may jo its Qi~oo o(der payment of interest at a 

reasonable rate on the refynded }•gyot. 

f3t{!i Aft¥-¥+~~eft-e4 A publjc utiljty yjolatjpg the 

provisions of this section ~he++ ~ subject the-v+~or to 

the penalty prescribed in 69-3-206. This, however• does not 

have the effect of suspending, rescinding, invalidating,. or 

in any way affecting existing contracts.• 

Section 2. Section 69-3-330, MCAt is amended to read: 

•69-3-330. Decision by commission. (l) Jfy-Hpon~h 

fteti.p.~ff-fkte-'"'""~~.f-ern- the rates. tolls,. charges• 

schedules, or joint rates sfte++-be ~ found to be unjustt 

un,.easonable9 or unjustly discriminatory o• to be 

preferential or otherwise in violation of the provisions of 

this chapter, the coamission <HtM+-fte"We-'t+te-pewer-'to .DJ.aX fix 

and order substituted therefor such rates, tolls• charyesy 

or schedules as ~e++-be ~ just and reasonable. 

C2t If tbe~ssioo dete£m;oes that a rate. toll. or 

~~e has b~n cgllected in violatLQo_of 69-3-3Q5Clttb), 

~_&Qmmission_ shall order refupds as specjfjed In 

~ 305!31. 

ti!t ill If Ho--<OhttH---1-ft--H-!<.,--,.etmer--be---i'oartd .tllil 

I N T R 0 D U C E D B I L L 
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~jssion fjnds that any regulation, measure•ent 1 practice, 

act, or service complained of is unjust, unreasonable, 

insufficient, preferential, unjustly discriminatory. or 

otherwise in violation of the provisions of this chapter or 

~~--+~--be--f&~ that the service is inadequate or ~e~ any 

reasonable service cannot be obtained, the commission §hft++ 

.. ave-~...-~e lllilX substjtute therefor ~ other 

regulations, measurements, practices, services, or acts and 

make such order relating thereto as eey-be ~just and 

reasonable. 

f3tL!i In any decision ordering a change in the rates 

which may be charged for electricity or natural gas, the 

comMission shall list each expenditure subaitted by the 

utility for allowance as an operating cost which is 

15 disallowed by the co•~lssion as an ele.unt of operating 

16 costs. The list of disallowed expenditures shall appear in 

17 the written decision of the co.mission and shall ite•ize 

18 each expenditure by aaount, category• and purpose.• 

-End-
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Approved by Committee 
on State Admin*stration 

SENATE BilL NO. Z69 

INTRODUCED BV HALLIGAN• R• NANNING 

BY REQUEST OF THE DEPA~THENT OF PUBLIC SERVICE REGULATION 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: •AN ACT RE~t~N6 AUIHQRI~l~ 

THE PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION TO ORDER REFUNDS &KD CREQITS 

OF PUBliC UTILITY CHARGES UNLAWFULLY COLLECTED AND ALLOWING 

INTEREST ON SUCH REFUNDS; AMENDING SECTIONS 69-3-305 ANO 

69-3-330, MC.A.• 

Bf IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE Of THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

~ection 1. Section 69-3-305, MCA., is a•ended to read: 

•&9-3-305. Deviations from scheduled rates, tolls., and 

charges. (1) lt shall be unlawful for any public utility tot 

(a) charge, demand., collect, or receive a greater or 

less compensation for any UilLlll service perforaed by it 

~ithin the state or for any service in connection therewith 

than is specified in such printed schedules, including 

schedules of joint rates, as ~ay at the tiee be in force; 

(b) demand, collact, or receive ant rate, toll, or 

c~arge not specified In such schedulesi or 

(c) grant any rebate, concession, or special priviJe9e 

to any consu~~&r or user, which• directly o,- Indirectly, 

shall or may have the effect of changing the rates, tolls, 

charges, or payments. 
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SB OZ69/02 

(Z) The rates, tolls, and charges naaed therein shall 

be the lawful rates, tolls, and charges until the sa•e are 

changed, as proYided in this cnapter • 

L .U __ lbll-'-illllliSUIIll sMll I!AJ: llulliL-J:IW&DfU IIIL.-l:il£1U.U 

llL-Lilt.illliJ.--tllllli1-I>L-!;bllf:Qfl:L.J:llllK.tlld In xj plat I QD gf thl 1i 

~~tign-ao~-~J-iD-~-~~lltion otd•~a!__io~ 

;tt_il_t:ell&.PPilb.lli-Liltii_Qo_WL refunded iiJIIIIU't• 

t~tLil A"y-.+o+at+aft-e+ A pyhltc ytllltr vjglating the 

provisions of th1s sec~ion ~a++ iS subject ~-v+e~~ to 

the penalty prescribed In 69-3-206. This~ howevert does not 

have the effect of suspending. rescinding, Invalidating, or 

in any way affecting existing contracts.• 

Section z. Section 69-3-330, MCAt is a•ended to read: 

•69-3-330. Decision by eo.-lssion• (1) lfy--apon--•.eft 

hearyng--end--dae--+n~~+ge~&ftTS-U2D~-~~-~KR-l~ 

~~~fSil&6IlQ~ .. the rates. tolls• charges. schedules. or 

joint rates sha+t-ee ace found to be unjust• unreasonable, 

or unjustly discrt•inatory or to be preferential or 

otherwise In violation of the provisions of this chaptert 

the coaMission sfte~•-hsre-the-pe•e~-~a 84¥ fix and order 

substituted therefor such rates• tolls, charges• or 

schedules as 9ftsTT-be ace just and reasonable. 

l~l--lf_tne_~gmeiliiign-ge~eLmiDllli-tbilt_a cate. tpll, ot 

~ac~e-ba~-beeo_~gllll~t~g-io __ ~igl~gg__gt__6~~llia~ 

~be __ ~gmmi&.li.iao sb~tt a&X g.~;de.~:--.~:etuna& a~~ a:;. 

-2- SB 269 
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1 ~Q~~ifi~d-iD-62:l=~Q~L~la 

2 f~L~l If t~-shett--+ft--+tke--.aftfter--be--feBftd tUA 

3 ~D .. l~Aloo_fiDQs that any regulation. •easurewentt practice, 

4 actt or service complained of is unjustt unreasonable• 

5 Insufficient, preferential, unjustly discriminatory, or 

6 otherwise in violation of the provisions of this chapter or 

7 +•-+~be-•o~nd that the service Is inadequate or ~~~ any 

8 reasonable service cannot be obtainedt the co••lssion she+~ 

9 f'teye--pewer-~e •u substitute therefor seeh other 

10 regulations, •easure•entst practices, services, or acts and 

11 •ake such order relating thereto as •ey--be i~ just and 

12 reasonable. 

13 t~tLil tn any decision ordering a change In the rates 

1~ which •ay be charged for electricity or natural gast the 

15 co••isslon shall list each expenditure sub•itted by the 

16 utility for allowance as an operating cost which is 

17 disallowed by the co••lssion as an ele~nt of ope~ating 

18 costs. The Jfst of disallowed expenditures shall appear in 

19 the ~rltten decfsfon of the com•isslon and shall itemize 

20 each expenditure by a.aun~~ category 9 and pucpose.• 

-End-

-3- Sll 269 
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SENATE BILL NOo 269 

INTRODUCED BY HALLIGANt Ro MANNING 

BY REQUEST Df THE DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC SERVICf REGULATION 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: •AN ACT REI¥i~MI AUIHQRIZIM& 

THE PUBLIC SERVICE C~MISSION TO ORDER REFUNDS &NQ tBFQlTS 

OF PUBLIC UTILITY CHARGES UNLAWFULLY COLLECTED AND ALLOWING 

INTEREST ON SUCH REFUNDS; AMENDING SECTIONS 69-3-305 AND 

69-3-330., MCA.• 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Section 69-3-305, MCA, is aaended to read: 

•69-3-305o Deviations fro. scheduled rateso tolls, and 

charges. (1) It shall be unlawful for any public utility to: 

(at charge, deMand, collect, or receive a greater or 

less c011pensation for any III:U.l.IX service perforMd by it 

within the state or for any service in connection therewith 

than Is specified In such printed schedules, Including 

schedules of joint rates, as •ay at the tl .. be In force; 

(b) deaand, collacto or receive any rateo toll, or 

charge not specified In such schedules; or 

(ct grant any rebate, concession, or special privilege 

to any consu.ar or user, whtch• directly or Indirectly• 

shall or .. , have the affect of changing the rates, tollso 

charqas• o~ pay .. nts. 
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SB 0269/02 

(2) The rates, tolls, and charges n ... d therein shall 

be the lawful rates, tolls, and charges until the saae are 

changed• as· provided In this chapter. 

Lll-~u.l.llll matt 156% order (afypg QB CRI!QJU 

AL..UhU-..iOU~J;biWI&LIOilll&ctacl In yijaJat.{pn of &hie 

DCU.oD-ilDILMJ lo 1-t.s·dltcr«tjbo gcQc aar•nt e« '14t;•rnt 

U-LI:DUIIJMIIl.LUib..Oil.-~J:efypdacl -m(Jt-

tittUl. tltD'f..,+HH+--.f' A ll"hliC Mtlllt¥ yiolH(pg the 

provisions of this section ,..,.,... is subject __ .__ to 

the penalty prescribed In 69-3-206, This, however, does not 

have the effect of suspending, rescinding, Invalidating• or 

in any way affecting existing contracts.• 

Section 2, Section 69-3-330• MCAo Is a .. ndad to read: 

•69-3-330. Decision by c~lsslono (lt Ifv apen -s.eh 

lle-lj--aft4-da--+n..-H+gaN1>ftY&..W!QN SIKH !!fA!!JI!IIj AI!ID QUI! " 

IU~IL'AIIQK& the rates• tolls, charges, schedules, or 

joint rates slta+t-be &a f-nd to be unjusto unreasonable, 

or unjustly dlscrialnatory or to be preferential or 

otherwise In yiolatlon of the provisions of this chapter. 

the co .. ission shet~-hare-the-~ower-~ ail¥ fix and order 

5ubstituted therefor such ratesw tol15w charges. or 

schedUles as HaH-n ace. ju5t and reasonable. 

lZl--lf-tbB-'o .. la&iou-JiatADBlD•a-tbAt-A r•t•• tplle pr 

~&cge_b&a_~0-'olle,bli-1D--•lolatjpo _pt 69-3-3051~ 

tb§ __ cpm~p aaatt 8&1 prdar cctuods QR t&FQITS a. 

-2- 58 Z69 
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1 lijl81:if.l.ed-Jg 69:_$-30!U31a 

Z fi!tLll If +~-sheH--+tt--++lle--f'--be-- tt1a 

3 s;o•baJ.DD..t:lDIU that an., regulation, ..,asure•ntt pract:ic:et 

~ act, or serwice co•plained of is unjustw unreasonablew 

5 insufficient, preferential, unjustl'l' discrlelnator'l'• or 

6 otherwise in violation of the provisions of this chapter or 

7 H--h-be-<fet~ll<l that the service Is Inadequate or •- any 

a reasonable service ca~ot be obtained, the co••tsslon .ne+J 

9 ......,_....,...._ ... substitute therefor - other 

10 regulat.fonsw aeasure~~ents. practic-es• services, or acts and 

11 .ake such order relating thereto as .ay -ee i& just and 

12 reasonable. 

13 t:tt4U In any decision ordering a change In the rates 

1~ which .. , be charged for electricity or natural gas, the 

15 coeelsslon shall list each expenditura subaltted b'l' the 

16 ut:llltr for allowance as an operating cost which Is 

17 disallowed by the c-lsslon as an ele•M: of operating 

18 costs. The list of disallowed expenditures shall appear In 

19 the ~rltten decision of the coeelsslon and shall lt .. lze 

zo each expenditure br aeounta category, and purpose.• 

-End-

-3- SB Z69 
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SENATE BILL NO. 269 

INTRODUCED BY HALLIGAN• R. HANNING 

RY REWUEST OF THE DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC SERVICE REGULATION 

A Bill FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT REi~fRfN6 AUl~~BlLl~ 

THE PJBLIC SERVICE COHHISSION TO ORDER REFUNDS A~-LBElll~ 

OF PU~L[C UTiliTY CHARGES U~LAWFULLY COllfCTtO AND ALLOWING 

I~rEKEST ON SUCH REFUNDS; AMENDI~G SECTIONS 69-3-305 ANO 

69-3-3~0. MCA.• 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEC.ISLATURE OF THE STAT~ OF MONTANA: 

~ection t. Section 69-3-30~, ~CA, is amended to read~ 

"&9-3-JOS. Deviations from scheduled rates, tolls, and 

chorq~s. (lJ It sMall be unlawful for an1 public utility to: 

(0} charg~ 9 demand, collect, or receive a greater or 

1~ss compensation for any Ullllll service performed by it 

~lthin the state or for any service in connection therewith 

than is specified in such printed schedules, lncludinq 

schedules of joint rates, as may at the time be in force; 

(h) demand" c:oll ect, or receive any r<Her toll, or 

charq~ not specified in sucP schedules; or 

(c) grant any rebate, conces~ion, or special ~rivileqc 

tn ~''Y consum~r or user, which' directly or indirectly~ 

shall or may have the effect of changinq the rates~ tolls, 

char•J~&• or p~y~ents. 
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SB 0269/02 

(2) The r~tes, tolls, and charges named therein shall 

b~ the lawful rates, tollsr ana charges until the same are 

c~angedr as provided in this chapter. 

Lil--IbQ~Qmml~~!Q~ 2bali SAl Q£~-LQ!~oas Da~&fal~ 

Qf __ cat~~~--tQll~_Qt-~bacge~~glle~t~iD-xiQLatino_g~~ 

~e~tioo_aod_~ax_Ln_it~_dl~~QtiQD-DLdet-~~t-of __ inteLe~ 

at_a_cea~oaanle_cate_oo_tbQ_Lefuaa~-aBQuDts 

f3tLi1 •ny-v+e~s~+on-of A-RUbl~_utilitx-xialatiag the 

provision~ of this section s~e++ is subject ~~~-v+e+s~or to 

the penalty prescribed In 69-3-2~6. This, however• does not 

have th~ effect of suspending" rescinding, invalidating, or 

in any way affecting existing contracts.• 

Section 2· Section 69-3-330, MCAr is amended to rena: 

"69-3-330. Decision by commission. (1} If•--~~e"--~aeh 

h•e~~~9--e"d--d~e--+"ve~++~e~+onT~_uea~iU~_tifARl~~O-UUf 

l~~fSIIG&IlO~ the rates~ tolls. charges, schedules, or 

joint rates she++-b~ aLe found to be unjust, unreasonable• 

or u,justly discriminatory or to be preferential or 

otner~ise in viDlation of the provisions of this chapter" 

the CO·T·Ill iss ion sn-e++-heve-tt-!e-power-te m.g~ fix and order 

substituted therefor SUt:h rates. tolls, charqes, or 

sched•J1es ~s ~"et•-be aL~ just and reason3ble. 

L2l __ rf_~oe_~Qmmi~~i2o_g~te~mlne~_that_a_Lat£~tQll~oL 

~naLg~_ba~_beca-~oll~t~d-io_-~i2l~ioo __ of __ ~:~2Lllib~ 

tbe--c2m~l•~loa 1b~ii H!1 oLg~L--L~fuad~ OB--LREOIIS a~ 

-2- SB 269 
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~a~kiti~a-in-~i=l=lO~ll£ 

2 t~t!Jl If +~--~he~+--+n--++~~--menne~--b@--fnttnd tb~ 

3 ~UWIDi~l;i.i&;aQ_fiiJ:!J:i. that ant regulation., measurement, practice, 

4 act., or service complained of is unjust, unreasonable, 

5 ins.ufficient. preferential,. unjustly disc..-i•ninatory .. or 

6 otherwise in violation of the provisions of this chapter or 

7 +f-~t-Oe-~oaftd that the service is inadequate or ~~e~ any 

ft reasonable service cannot be obtained, the co~mission ~hs++ 

9 l"tft'ttt--pe-wer--tn 
·~ 

substitute therefor "Saet'l other 

10 regulations., measurements, practices, services, or acts and 

11 make sucn order relating thereto as •ey--~e is just and 

12 reaso~~ble. 

1'3 t-3-t!!t.l In any decision or~ering a cnange in the fdtes 

14 which 11ay be charoed for electr-icity or natural gas, the 

lS commission shdll list each eKoendlture submitted by the 

16 utility for allowance as an oper-atinq cost which is 

17 disallowed by the co~mlssion as an element of operating 

18 costs. The list of disallowed expenditures shall appear in 

19 the wr.i.tten decision of. the cotn~iss.ion and shall itemize 

20 each e~penditure by amount, cate~ory, and purpose.• 

-End-

-J- SB 269 


