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INTRODUCED BY

BY REGUEST OF THE DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC SER £ REGULATION -

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: AN ACT REQUIRING THE PUBLIC
SERVICE COMMISSION TO ORDER REFUNDS OF PUBLIC UTILITY
CHARGES UNLAWFULLY COLLECTED AND ALLOWING INTEREST ON SUCH

REFUNDS; AMENDING SECTIONS 69-3-305 AND 69-3-330s MCA.®

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA:
Section 1. Section 69-3-305s MCAs is amended to read:
"69-3-305. Deviations from scheduled ratess tollse and
chargese (1) It shall be untawful for any public utility to:
fa) <chargesy demande collects or receive a gredter or
less compensation for any service performed by it within the
state or for any service in connection therewith than is
specified in such printed scheduless including schedules of
joint ratess as may at the time be in force;

tb] demandy collecty or Treceive any rates tolle or
charge not specified in such schedules; or

(c} 4grant any rebater concessions or special privilege
to any consumer or usery whiche directly or indirectlysy
3hall or may have the effect of changing the ratess tollss
chargesy oOr payments,

{2) Tha ratess tollss and charges nsmed therein shall
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be the lawful ratess tollsy and charges until the same are
changedsy as provided in this chapter.

{3)_ Ibe commission shall order refunds of . ratesa
tollse or charges collected In violation of this section and
may._in its . discretiogn order Dpayment of interest ot a
Leasopable rate oo the refunded asount.

433143 Any-—vielerion—of A Dublic utility wiolating the
provisions of this section shed¥ j5 subject the-violater to
the penalty prescribed in 69-3-206. Thiss howevers does not
have the effect of suspendings rescindingy invalidatingsy or
in any way affecting existing contractse"

Section 2. Section 69—-3-330s MCAs is amended to read:

»59~3-330. Decision by commissions (1) Ify-apen—suech
Rearing—and-due—investigationy the ratesy tollsy chargess
scheduless or joint rates sha¥dl-be are found to be unjusts
unreasonables or un justly discriminatory or to be
preferential or otherwise in violation of the provisions of
this chaptersy the commission shali—have-the—power—to gay fix
and order substituted therefor such ratesy tollsy chargess
or schedules as shaldt—be are just and reasonable.

2y _If the commissiop determipes that @ rates 1olle or
charge has been collected in vielation of £9-3-305(1i(b)y
the commission .shall order refunds as  specified  in

241431 I1f it-~shalti-——in——Firke——mammer——be——Ffound Lhe
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commission finds that any regulations measurementy practices
acty Or service complained of is unjusty unreasonables
insufficient, preferentialy wunjustly discriminatorys or
otherwise in violatien of the provisions of this chapter or
TF-——+t——be——Ffound that the service is inadequate or thet any
reasonable service cannot be obtainedy the commission ahadd
have———pauer——to may substitute therefor sueh other
regulationsy Mmeasurementss practicess servicess or acts and
make such order relating thereto as wmey-be j5 just and
reasonablea

+34(4) In any decision ordering 2 change in the rates
which may be charged for electricity or natural gass the
commission shall Yist each expenditure submitted by the
utility for allowance as ah operating cost which is
disaltowed by the commission as an element of operating
costse The 1ist of disallowed expenditures shall appear in
the written decision of the commission and shall itemize
each expenditure by amount, categorys and purpose.™

—End—
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SENATE BILL NO. 269
INTRODUCED BY HALLIGANe R« MANNING

BY REQUEST OF THE DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC SERVICE AEGULATION

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: ™AN ACT REQUIRENG AUTHORIZING
THE PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION TO ORDER REFUNDS AND CREQITS
OF PUBLIC UTILETY CHARGES UNLAWFULLY COLLECTED AND ALLOWING
INTEREST OM  SUCH  REFUNDS; AMENDING SECTIGNS 69-3-305 AND

69-3-330y MCA.™

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE Of MONTANMA:
Section 1. Section $9-3-305y MCAy is amended to reads
*59-3-305s Oeviations from scheduled ratesy tolls, and
chargess {1} It shall be unlawful for any public utility tos
{a} charges demands ccllects Or receive a greatar or
less compensation for any UIILIIY service performed by it
within the state or for any service in connection therewith
than is specified in such printed schedulesy including
schadules of joint ratess as may at the time be in force;

{b} demandy <collzcty or receive any ratey tally or
charge not specifled in such schadules: or

{c) grant any rebate, concessiony or special privilege
to any consumer or usery whichsy directly or Indirectly,
shall or may have the effect of changing the ratesy tolisy

chargess Or paymentss
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(2) The ratess tollss and charges pased therein shall
be the 1lawful ratess tollss and charges until the same are
changeds as provided in this chapter,

£2)__Ihe copmission abadd MAY order refuods O8_ CREQLIS
of _.catess__tellse or charges collected in_xiclatioo af this
section and may_in_its discretion ordec.payment of _interest
at_a_redscoable_rate oco.the. refundad amoudta

t3¥(4) Any~viotation—of A public utillty wiolating the
provisions of this section sha¥®}t js subject the-vietater to
the penalty prescribed In 69-3-206. Thiss howevery does not
have the effect of suspendings rescindingy Inval ldatings or
in any way affecting existing contracts."

Section 2. Section 69-3-330s MCAy is amended to read:

*69~3-330. Decision by commissions {l) Ifvr-—opon——suwch
hearing--and--duoe--+nvestigationys _UPON_SUCH_HEARING AND _DUE
INVESTIGATIIONs the ratesy tollss chargess schedulesy or
joint rates shst¥-pe gre found to be unjusts unreasonables
or unjustly discriminatory or to be preferential or
otherwise In violation of the provisions of this chapters
the commission shati-meve-the-power-to may fix and order
substi tuted  therefor such ratess tollsy chargess or
schedules as shs+d-be are just and reasonable.

(2)__1f_ the coemissiou determioes thak a.cakes tolls Qr
charge has.been_collected in__violation. of  69=-3-305(li(h}s
the _commission abatd BAY ordec. _refunds ORB_CREQIIS as

-2- 5B 269
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specified in 69-3-303{3)a
f2413) If +tt--shaii-—in-~tiko--spanner--be—Ffound Lhe

compission_finds that any regulations measurementy practices
acts or service complained of is unjusts unreasonables
insufficienty preferentials wunjustly discriminatoryy or
otherwise in violation of the provisions of this chapter or
#f~+t-pbe-found that the service is inadequate or ethat any
reasonable service cannot be obtained, the commission shaii
have--ponar-—to pay substitute therefor sach other
regulationsy measurementss practicess servicesy or acts and
make such order relating thereto as mey-~be j5 just and
reasonabiea

+3¥(4) In any decision ordering a change in the rates
which may be charged for electricity or natural gass the
commission shall %ist each expenditure submitted by the
utility for allowance as an operating cost which is
disallowed by the commission as an eslement of operating
costss The list of disaliowed expenditures shall appear in
the written decision of the commission and shall itemize
each expenditure by amount, categoryy and purpose.*

-~End=-
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SENATE BILL NO. 269
INTRODUCED BY HALLIGAN» R. MANNING
BY REQUESY OF THE OEPARTMENY OF PUBLIC SERVICE REGULATION

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLEDZ “AN ACT REQUERENS AMTHORIZLING
THE PUBLIC SERVICE COMNISSION TO ORDER REFUNDS AND CREQITS
OF PUBLIC UTILITY CHARGES UNLAWFULLY COLLECTED AND ALLOWING
INTEREST ON SUCH REFUNDS: AMENDING SECTIONS 69-3-305 AND

69=3-330y MCA.™

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MUNTANA:
Saction 1. Section 69-3-305y MCAy is amended to read:
#49~3-305. Deviations from scheduled ratess tolls, and
charges. (1) It shall be unlawful for any public utility tos
{a) charges demands collects Or receive a greater or
less compensation for any UIILIIX service performed by it
within the state or for any service in connection therewith
than is specified In such printed schedulesy including
schedules of joint ratesy as may at the time be in force;

{b) demands collacts or recoive any rates tolly or
charge not specified in such schedules; or

{c) grant any rebates concessions or special privilege
to any Consumer or usery whichy directly or indirectlys
shall or may bave the effect of changing the ratess tolls,

chargass or payments.
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{Z) The ratess tol Isy and charges namad therein shall
be the 1lawful ratess tollsy and charges until the sase are
changedy as provided in this chapter.

£3)._Ihe cowsission ztai} vAX prder cefunds OR__CREQIIS
of _ratess . tol¥ss_or charges collected in violation of ghis
ssction and may in Jts discretico order paymaot of . jidtagest
at_a_reasdoable rate_go the refunded amoufite

t31(8) Any-viedation-of A public utility viclatiog the
provisions of this section shedd js subject the-viedater to
the penalty prescribed in 69-3-206., Thissy howevers does not
have the effect of suspendings rescindings invalidatings or
in any way affecting existing contracts."

Section 2. Section 69-3-330, MCAy s amended to read:

949=3~330. Dacision by commission. (1) Ify~—upen--auch
hesring--and--due--investigationys UPON SUCH HEARING AND DUE -
INVESTIGATIONs the ratess tollsy chargesy schaduless or
Joint rates she¥dr-de gre found to be unjusts unreasonables
or unjustly diseriminatory or to be preferential or
otherwise In vioclation of the provisions of this chaptery
the commission shai¥-heve-the-power-te gay fix and order
substituted therefor such ratess tollss charges, or
schiedules as sha¥k-pe are just and reasonables.

(23 _If the commission determines thar a rates tolls of
charge_has_been.collected in_ . xiglatipn .of 69=3=-305[221b)s
the _compission ans3¥ MAY ordec _cefunds OR..CBEQLIS as

2= 58 269
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specified._in.63=3=305(31a
+23{31 ¥ +e——shatt-——in-~F+he-—wammer--ba--found the

cosmission. . finds that any regulations measuremente practices
acts oOr service complained of s unjusty unreasonables
insufficlenty preferentiales unjustly discriminatorys or
othaerwise in violation of the provisions of this chapter or
+f=Ft-be~Ffound that the service is Inadequate or ¢hat any
reasonable service camot be obtainady the commission shaid
have— power~——to may substitute therefor such other
regulationsy measurements, pr#ctices: sgrvicesy or acts and
make such order relating thereto as may-—be js just and
reasonables

t3¥(4) In any decision ordering a change in the rates
which may be charged for electricity or natural gase the
commission shall VTist each expenditure submitted by the
utility for allowance as an operating cost which is
disaltowed by the cosmmission as an elemant of operating
costss The list of disallowed expenditures shall appear in
the written decision of the commission and shall itemize
each expenditure by aiuunt. categoryy and purposes.”

=End=
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SENATE BILL ND. 269
INTRODULCED BY HALLIGANy Ra MANNING

RY REQUEST OF THE DEPARTHENT OF PUBLIC SERVICE REGULATION

A B8TLL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: ™aAN ACT REQUIRING AUIHIRIZING
THE PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION TO ORDER REFUNDS AND_CREDIIS
OF PUSLIC UTILITY CHARGES UNLAWFULLY COLLECTED AND ALLOWING
INFEREST ON  SUCH REFUNDS; AMENDING SECTIUNS 695-3~305 AND

69-3-330, MCAW"™

AE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF HODNTANA:
Taction ls Section 69-3—-3D5y MCAy i5 amended to read:
"59-3-30%. Daviations from scheduted ratess todlse and

chargesa (1) It shall be unlawful for any publtic utility to:
{a} chargey demands collects or receive a greater or

less compensation for any YIILIIY service performed by it

Within the state or for any service in connection therewith

tham $s specified in suech printed scheduless lincluding

schedules of joint rates, as may at the time be in force;
(b) demands collecty or receive any rate, toily, or
charge not specified in such schedules; or
(c) grant any rebatey concessions or special privilege
tn any consumer or wusery whiche directly or indirectlys
shall or may have the effect of changing the ratess tclls,

charyesy of paymentse.
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(?) The rates, tollsy and charges named therein shall
be the Yawfu! ratess tollses and charges until the same are
changeds as provided in this chapters

t3)_ _The_commisslon sheid MaY order-refunds OR__CBEQITS
ef ._rzt=sss__tollsxr or_charges.cellected. in viclatiocn of this
section.and may. in_ its discretico. order paymeot of interest
at.a_reasonable.rate. on the refunded 3moulis

+3414) Anv-viotation-of 4 puhlig urility wiglatiog the
provisions of this section sha3t js subject the-viotator to
the penalty prescribed in 69-3-296. Thisy howevers does not
have the effect of suspendings rescindings invalidatings or
in any way affecting existing contracts."

Section 2s Section 69-3-330, MCAy is amended to reaa:

"69-3-33G, Decision by comnission. (1) Ife--upom—--such
Aearing-~and--due--investigationyy UBON SUCH HEARING AND QUE
INYESTIGAIION: the ratess tollss chargess schedulese or
joint rates sheakd-pe gre found to be unjuste unreasonables
or udjustly discriminatory or to be preferential ar
ctherwise in violation of the provisions of this chapters
the cormission sheati-heve-the-power-to may Ffix and order
substituted therefor such ratesy toliss chargess or
schedules as shatd-be are just and reasonable.

L2 __1f the_ commissioo detecmines_thot a rates fglle Qr
charge _has_been_gollected in _yiolation .of . £2-3-305(111h).
the._comuiszion ab=k¥ MAY order. _refunds 08 .CREQITS as

-2= 58 269
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specified in £3-3=302(3)s

+2¥(3)} If +t--sha¥}--in--t+ke--monner-—be-——Found Lh2
commissjon_finds that any regulations measurements practices
acty or service <complained of is unjusts unreasonabies
insufficients preferentialy unjustly discriminatorys or
otherwise in violation of the provisioens of this chapter or
tf-+t-be—-found that the service is inadequate‘ or ehat any
reasonable service cannot be obtainedy the commission shadd
ave—pawer——+n pay substitute therefor ameh other
regutationss measurements, practicess Servicesy or acts and
make such order relating thereto as wmay——be j5 just and
reasonable.

+3+L5) Ia_ any deci$inn orQering a change in the rates
which may be charged for electricity or natural gass the
commission shall list each expenditure submitted by the
utility for allowance as an operating cost which is
disallowed by the commission as an element of gperating
costs.e The }list of disallowed expenditures shall appear in
the written decision of the commission and shall iteamize
each expenditure by amount, categorye and purpose.™

-fnd~
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