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Approved by Committee
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INTRGDUCED BY

BY REQUEST OF THE PUBLIC EMPLOYEERp® RETIREMENT DIVISICN

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: “AN ACT CONSOLIDATING THE
ADMINISTRATION OF DISABILITYy DEATHe AND PENSION BENEFITS
PROVICED IN THE VOLUNTEER FIREFIGHTERS® COMPENSATION ACT
UNDER THE PUBLIC EMPLOYEES® RETIREMENT BOARD; AMENDING
SECTIONS 19-12-102, 19-12-103+ 195-12-201 THROUGH 19-12-204,
19-12-402 THROUGH 19-12-404y 19-12-407, 19-12-502 THROUGH
19-12-5049y AND 19-12-5065 MCA; AND PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE

DATE."

BE IT ENACTED AY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA:
Section l. Section 19-12-102y MNCAs is amended to read:
"15=-12-102., Definitions.s Unless the context requires

otherwisey the following definitions apply in this chapter:
{L) "Board" wmeans the public employees® retirement

board of-the-pabiie-employeest--retirement——system provided

for ip 2-15-1009.
423-=-"Bivisront-~—meany-—-tHe-——d+¥T3voOn———of ——workerst

compensation—of-the-department-of-Fader—and-indostrys
+334{2) "Fire company® means a fire company organized

in an wunincorporated arear towns or village under the laws

of the state of Montanae
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+44{3) The fiscal year begins on July 1 and ends on
June 30 of each yeare

+5¥{%) “Fund" or “volunteer firafighters* fund* means
the volunteer firefignters® compensation account in the
agency fund.®

Section 2. Section 19-12-103s+ MCAy is amended to read:

*19-12~-103, Payments to volunteer fire companies
maintaining group insurance. To encourage and aid veolunteer
fire companies to maintain group insurance for benefits on
account of the death of.or injury incurred by members while
in the performance of duties as volunteer firefightarse $75
per year for each mobile unit of firefighting equipments not
exceeding two units for any one companye shall be paid by
the dvvisvon Doard from the volunteer firefighters® fund to
each volunteer fire company maintaining such insurance or to
the organization or agency maintaining such insurance for a
voluanteer fire company.™

Section 3. Section 19-12-201y MCAy Iis amended to read:

®19-12-201. Administration of chaptere ti}-Except-as
provided-in—subsection-{t2y-the--diviston JThe _board shald
administer the Volunteer Firefighters'! Compensation Acty and
ati--payments—-mede—-—under--19-12-183-and-19-12-506-ahati-be
mode -by—warronts—drawn-by—the-divisions

{2}-~Fhe-——board---shati-~-adninister the volunteer

firefighters* pension plany and all payments made under

—d=-
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19-12-103s 19-12-405, and 19-12-407, _and 19-12-306 shall be
made by warrants drawn by the pubivre-emptoyeesi-rerirement
system hoard. wonuatiyv—on-or-before-the-i5th-day-after—the
close-of-the-fiscat-yeary——the—~division--shati--notify——the
board--tn-~writing-ef-the-patance-remaining-in-the-votunteer
firefrghters*—ftund-ass-af-the-end-of-the—fiscalt-years"

Section 4. Sectiun 19-12-20Zs MCAs is amended to read:

#19-12~202+ Reports of divisten-and-pubiiec——emptoyeess
retirement-system boarde. tiy-Fhe-division-shal¥v-nt-the-time
speetrfred-——-in--39-Ft~2t8--for--making--the--report--therein
requiredy——make——a--report-—to-—the--governor-—ctovering-——the
operatiens--and--proceedings-—for--the-preceding-fricet-yoar
relative-——te—~~teta——-administration-—--of-—-the--—-—¥elunteer
Firefightersti--Compensation—-Actty——with—such-3uggestions-or
recommendations-as-ie-—may--econsider--of-—-veatve--for--pubtie
infermations

te¥il) The pubtte--empioyesst-retirement-system board
shally not later than November 1 of sach years make a report
to the governor covering the operations and proceedings for
the prior fiscal year relative to its administration of the
¥olupteer Firefighters® (ogpepnsation Act and the volunteer
fFirefighters® pension plans witn such suggestions or
recommendations as it may consider of value for public
informations

£3412) Copies of all such reports shall be anade
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availanle by the divisron——or-——the-—-ptibltie—-—ematoyeesd
retirement-syseem Doarg to the chief or other representative
of any volunteer fire company or companies which may at any
time request them."

Section 5. Section 19-12-203y MCAs is amended to read:

*19-12-203. Rules to be made by diviston-—and boarde
The division-ane—the board shall make such rules as eameh jt
cons iders necessary and advisable in its administration of
the Vvolunteer rirefighters' Compensation Act ang _the
volunteer firefightars' gension plans not inconsistent with
the provisions thereof.%

Section 6. Section 19-12-204y MCAe i3 amended to read:?

M19-12-204e UOffice supplies to be a charge against the
fund. Necessary expenses of the d+vrasion-and-the-pub}iec
employeesi-vretirement—~system board for office suppliess
stationerys and forms in connection with the administration
of the volunteer Firefighters® Coepensation Act and _the
xolunteer firefighters' pension _plan are a charge against
the fund. The puobtic--employeess—-retivrement--system hoard
shall draw from the fund through warrants executed-py-the
div+ston--upon--the--request-—of---the---pubtic———employeess
retirement--aystemy at such intervals as the--boerd jt
considers proper Lo pay these expenses.™

Section 7. Section 19-12-402y MCAs is amended to read:

"19-12-402. Certificate of eligibilitys On or before

—f—
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September 1 of each yeary the chief or foreman of every
volunteer fire company shall prepare and file with the
pudtie--employeest——retirement--system hoard a certificatey
subscribed and verified under oathy stating whether or not
his company qualified under 19-312-401(%) during the
preceding fiscal year and listing the full name and
residence address of each wmember of his company who
satisfactorily completed 30 hours of instruction during the
preceding fiscal yeare as required by 19-12-401(3). The
verified certificate shall be wmaintained in a2 permanent file
by the pobdic-employeesr-pesiremant--system board for the
purpose of establishing eligibility for participation in the
volupteer firefighters' pension plan and shall be open for
inspection as a public record.”

Section Be Section 19-12-403, MCAs is amended to read:

"19-12-403. Procedu?e for claiming pension benefits,
(1) Anyone claiming eligibility under the wvolunteer
Firefighters® pension plan must file his claim with the
publie-—employesyri—retivenenc—syatenm hoard upon a form to be
provided therefor oy that-syatem tihe_board. The <laim must
be filed on or before May 1 of the calendar year in which
the claimant seeks to qualify for participation in the
pension plans

{2) The claim must contain:

{a) the namey addressy and date of birth of the
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claimant and of the volunteer firefighters if he is not the
claimant;

{by the fiscal year during which eligibility will
commence; and

(c) the years during which service as a volunteer
firefighter was rendered and the names of the volunteer fire
companies with which the Service was rendered.

(3} The pubtic-employeest-retirement-system board may
require such proof of age and service as it may consider
propers but it must accept a certificate filed under
19-12-402 or subsection (3) of section 22. Chapter 157y Laws
of 1977, as prima facie proof of such service.

{4) 1If the claim is properly fited and the claimant is
found by the pubiie-employeesi-retirement-system hoard to be
properly qualified to participate in the volunteer
firefighters®* pension plans the name of the claiwmant shall
be added to the list of qualified persons and the claimsant
Will then be entitled to participate in the voelunteer
firefighters' pension plan as of the fiscal year beginning
July 1 next following the filing of the claipe.™

Section 9. Section 19-12-404,4 MCAy is amended to read:

*19-12-404» Pension benefits. (1) €ach person who
meets the requirements sat forth in 19-12-401 ore in the
case of a beneficiarys 19-12-405(1) and who has completed

and filed a claim as provided in 19-12-403 is aeantitled to
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participate in the volunteer firefighters® pension plan and
to receive payments as pcovided in this sectione

{2) The payments shall be computed each year in the
following manner:

{a) whenever at the close of business on the last day
of a fiscal vyear there is a balance in the volunteer
firefighters* fund in excess of 31 mitlions the diviaien
board shall set aside and-pay-ever—to-the-public—employeest
retireament-—syastem the smaller of the amount in excess of $1
miilion and an amount equal to 95X of the Iincrease of the
palance over the balance at the end of the preceding fiscal
year for the payment by the pobdic-—employeest-—retirement
system hoard of pensions to qualified claimants during the
immediately suctceeding fiscal year., The amount to be paid to
each qualifying claimant shall be determined by dividing the
amcunt set aside by the number of «claimants qualifying to
participate in the pension pilan at the begimning of such
succeeding fiscal year.

{b} The total pension payable to a qualified claimapt
under this section may not exceed $100 pesr months and the
amount to be set aside from the wvolunteer firefighters' fund
may not exceed the amount necessary to pay the maximum of
$100 per month to each claimant qualified as of the
beginning of the fiscal year during which the payments are

to be mades
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{c) For the purpose of computation and payment of
benefits under this sections if children of a volunteer
firefighter become eligible for benefitss all the children
of tne volunteer firefighter shall be treated collectively
as one claimant.

{3) If the amount set aside is sufficient to pay each
qualified claimant at least 520 per month throughout the
succeeding fiscal yeary the pension shall be paid monthly on
or before the last day of each monthe If the amount set
aside is not sufficient to pay each qualified claimant at
teast $20 per monthy each qualified claimant®s full pension
for that year shall be paid to him in ane lump payment on or
before December 15 of that year.”

Section 10. Section 19-12-40Ts MHCAy is amended to
reads

*19-12-407. Payment of pension benefits. All payments
under the volunteer firefighters®' pension plan must be
approved by the public-employeest-retirement-system bhoard
and paid by warrants drawn upon the agency funds pavable to
the order of the individual qualified volunteer firefighter
or the beneficiary as provided in 19-12-405{1)."

Section lle. Section 19-12-502+ M{As is amended to
read:

"19-12-562« Procedure for cliaiming disability

benefitss. (l) A firefighter claiming benefits under

-8-
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19-12-504 must file his clain with the division board on 2
form to be provided eherefor hy the boarde. The claim must be
verified by the claimanty the attending physician or surgeon
and nurses if anyy and the person in charge of the hospitals
if the claimant was confined. The claim must be filed with
the division bgard within 1 year from the date of
disabilitys

{2) The claim must contain:

{a) the name and address of the claimant;

{b) the datey placesy and manner of incurring of
agisabiltity;

(cy the name and address of the attending physician or
surgeon andsor nursey if any;

(d) the dates of confinements if confineds or if not
confineds the dates of attendance by a physician or surgeon
ang the dates of attendance by a nursej

{e) the affigavit of the attending physician or
surgeon as to the nature of the disabilityy the number and
dates of visitss and the charges;

(f}) if confined in a hospitaly the affidavit of a
person in charge stating the nature of the disabilitys the
dates of confinementy and the expenses incurred while so
confined;

(g) the affidavit of the chlef or secretary of the

fire company stating that the fire company was duly

—-9—
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organized uwnder the laws of Montana in an unincerporated
town or villages that the claimant wass at the date of
disabilitysy an active enrolled member of the companys and
that tne disability was incurred in the line of duty;

{h) the affidavit of the nurse stating the nature of
the disabilitys the dates of attendancer and the charges for
services.®

Section 12+ Section 19-12-503¢ MCAs is amended to
read:

"19-12-503, Procedure for claiming death benefite
Anyone claiming the benefit provided for in 19-12-505 must
file his claim with the divisten hoard upon a form to be
provided therefar by the diwisien hoards in accordance with
such rules as the divisien board may makea.®

Section 13. Section 19-12-504y MCAs §is amended to
read:

®19-12-504, ©Disability benefitses (1} Each member of a
fire company is entitled to receive compensation for
disability incurred while in the performance of his duties
as a firefighter when the disability necessitates the
services of a physician or surgeons whether the member |is
confined or not« The compensation shall equal the amount of
the memder's necessary and reasonable medical expenses
resulting directly from the disability and incurred within

36 months from the date of ¢the injury which caused the

-10-
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disabilitys The total compensation may not exceed $25+000a

{2) Hhen an injury incurred in the 1line of duty
results in the loss by amputation of an arme hands legy or
foots the enucleation of an eyes or the loss of any natural
teethy the dvveston hgard shall order that an artificial
member be furnished. The expense of furnishing an artificial
member may not exceed $1,500. The artificial! member so
furnished shall be replaced every 5 yearsy if necessary.®

Section 14, Section 19-12-506y MCAs is amended +to
reads:

*19-12-506. Payment of disability and death benefitse.
hhen a claim under 19-12-504 or 19-12-%0% is received by the
divis+on hoard and is found to be in compliance with
19-12-502 ory in the case of a claim under 19-12-505+ with
19-12-503y the devision Dbpard must order the allowance
thereof and pay it by warrants drawn upon the volunteer
firefighters® fund to the order of the attending physician
or surgeony attending nursey and hospital or the provider of
funeral servicess as applicable.”

NEW SECTIONe Section 15. Effective dates. This act s
effective July 1s 1983,

~End-

-11-
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INTROOUCED BY

8Y REQUEST OF THE PUBLIC EMPLOYEES® RETIREMENT OIVISION

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: ®AN ACT CONSOLIDATING THE
ADMINISTRATION OF OISABILITYys DEATHs AND PENSION BENEFITS
PRUVICED IN THE VYOLUNTEER FIREFIGHTERS® COMPENSATION ACT
UNDER THE PUBLIC EMPLOYEES* RETIREMENT BOARD{ AMENDING
SECTIONS 19-12-102s 19-12-103s 19-12-201 THROUGH 19-12-204,
19-12-402 THROUGH 19-12-40%y 19-12-407, 19-12-502 THROUGH
19-12-5044 AND 19-12-506y MLCA; AND PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE

DATE.™

BE 1T ENACTED B8Y THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA:
Section ls Section 19-12-102s MCAs is amended to read:
*19~12-102. Definitions. Unless the context requires

otherwisey the following definitions apply in this chapter:
{1) ™Board” means 1ihe public ewployees® retireaent

board of-the-publie-employeesst—-recirement——system provided

for_ in 2-15-1009.

423 --"Diviasionti-—-means---the-—-—division——of-—~workerss
compensation-ef-the-department-of-tabor-and-rndustrys

$34(2) "Fire company" means a Fire company organized
in an upincorporated areas towny or village under the laws

of the state of Montanas
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£4+{3) The fiscal year begins on July 1 and ends on
June 30 of each yearas

t5¥44) “Fund" or "volunteer firefighters® fund® maans
the volunteer firefignters®* compensation account in the
agency fund.®™

Section 2. Section 19-12-1034 MCAs is amended to read:

*19-12-103. FPayments to volunteer fire companies
maintaining group insurance. To encourage and aid valunteer
fire companies to maintaln group insurance for benefits on
account of the death of or injury incurred by members while
in the performance of duties as volunteer firafighterss $75
per year for each mobile unit of firefighting equipmanty not
exceeding two units for any one companyy shall be paid by
the division hoard from the volunteer firafighters® fund to
each volunteer fire company ma3intaining such insurance or to
the organization or agency maintaining Such insurance for a
volunteer fire company.®

Section 3, Section 19-12-201y MCAr is amended to read:

"19-12-201e Administration of chaptere t+#)-Except—as
provided-in-subsection-{i)vy-the-vdivision Jhe _board shall
administer the Volunteer Firefighters"' Compensaticn Acty and
ati--payments—-made—-vAder--i9-12-183-and-19~12-586~-shali-be
made-by—warranes-drawn-by-che-divisiens )

t2}-~FThe---poard---shalti-—-admininter the votunteer
firefighters®* pension plans and all payments made under

-2~ THIRD READING
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12-12-103s 19-12-4052 and 19-12-407:_gnd 19-12-50& shall be
made by warrants drawn by the pubiléic-employeesi-petirement
:rsten'hga;n. innua%iyr-oﬁ—er*geFere’;he-iSth-ﬂay-aFter—the
elose-of-the-figcat-years——the-—division—-shalt-—notify-—the
beefd—~in--nf+t+ng~uf-the-be}anée—fenein+ng~+n*the-vu+unteer
firefighterst-fund-as—of-the-end-cf-the-fircet-years"

Section 4. Section 19-12-202, MCAs is amended to read:

719-12-202. HReports of d+vision-and-pub}ic--employeess
retirement—system hoard. tiy-Fhe-divrston-shealty—at-the-tine
specified———n-—-39-Fi-2¢8——For-—makrng-—the-—report—therein
requiredy——make—-a—-repsrt-—-to--the--governor--covering--the
eper ations-—and--proceedings—-—for——~the-preceding-fiacol-year
relative-——¢o———+ts—~—administration-——of--~the----Yolgnteer
Frrefightersi-~Compensation——Aety——with——sueh-suggestions—or
reeonmendut+ons-es—+t—-ma7--eens+der-—ef——;a}ue*-For'-pub$ic
nfofmationy ‘

t2¥{1l} The pudbdte--employeest-retirement-system board
shally not later than November 1 of each years make a report
to the governor covering the operations and proceedings for
the prior fiscal year relative to its administration of the
¥olunteer Firefighters® Compensation Act and _the volunteer
firefighters" pension plans with such s$uggestions or
recommendations as it may consider of value for public
infarmation. - ‘

€43(2) Copies of all such reports shall be made

-3-
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availaole by the division——er~——the-—-publie-—-employeest
retitement-system bodrg tb the chief or other representative
of any volunteer fire company or companies which may at any
time request them.®™

Section 5, Section 19-12-203y MCA+ is amended ;0 read:

%19-12-203. Rulas to be made by division--and board.
The division-and-the board shall make such rules as each jt
caonsiders necessary and advisable in its administration of
the velunteer Firefighters* Compensation Act and_ . Yhe
lnluntent;flxsilgh&gzs:_ngn;inn_nlan, not inconsistent with
the provisions thereof.”

Section 6, Section 19-12-204s MCAy is amended to read:

"}9~-12~-204, Office supplies to be a charge against the
fund, Necessarf expenses of the divisron-and-ehe-public
empleyeess-retirement——aystem hoard for office suppliess
stationerys and forms in connection with the administration
of the Volunteer Firefighters' CQ-bensation Act qﬂd._thh
!nluniesL__illaiiﬂh&lzél__nﬁnsinn;_ulén are a charge>against
the fundes The pubiic--employees*—-retiresent--systes bhoard
shall draw from the fund through warrants execoted-by—the
diviaian-—npen--the-—request--af-—-the——-public——empltoyeess
ret#fe-eﬁt--srsten' at such intervals as the——beard it
considers proper in_paz_:ngse_sxhénsas.'.

Section 7. Section 19-12-402y MCAy is amended to read:

*19-12-402. Certificate of eligibility. On or before

.
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September 1 of each years the chief or foreman of every
voiunteer fire company shall prepare and fite with the
pubtie--employaest-—recirement--syster Doard a certificates
subscribed and verified under oathy stating whether or not
his company qualified under 19-12-401(4) during the
preceding fiscal year and listing the full name and
residence address of each member of his company whe
satisfactorily completed 30 hours of instruction during the
preceding Fiscal yearsy as required by 19-12-4G1(3)e The
verified certificate shall be maintained in a permanent file
by the pubiic-employeest-retirement--system hoard for the
purpose of establishing eligibility for participation in the
volunteer firefighters® pension plan and shall be open for
inspection as a public recorde”

Section 8. Section 19-12-403s MCAs is amended to read:

"19-12-403. Procedure for claiming pension benefits.
t1) Anyone claiming eligibility under the wvolunteer
firefighters® pension plan must file his claim with the
publie——empleyeesti-retirement-aysten board upon a form to be
provided therefor by that-system the board. The claim must
be filed on or before May ! of the calendar year in which
the claimant seeks to qualify for participation in the
pension plane

{2) The claim must contain:

(@) the name, addressy and date of birth of the

-5
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claimant and of the volunteer firefightersy if ha is not the
claimant;

(by the fiscal year during which eligibility will
commence; and

(c) the years during which service as a volunteer
firefighter was rendered and the names of the veluntear Fire
companies with which the service was rendered.

(3) The public-emplayeest—retirement—system hoard may
require such proof of age and service as it wmay consider
propers but it must accept a certificate filed undér
19-12-402 or subsection (3) of section 22+ Chapter 157y Laws
of 1977, as prima facie proof of such service.

{#) If the claim ¥is properly filed and the claimant is
found by the pubite-employees*-retirement-system hoard to be
properly qualified to participate in the volunteer
firefighters* pension plans the name of the claimant shall
be added to the list of qualified persons and the claimant
wil? then be entitled to participate in the volunteer
firefighters® pension plan as of the fiscal year beginning
July 1 next following the filing of the claime"

Section 9« Section 19-12-404y MCAy is amended to read:

*19-12-404. Pension benefits. (1) Each person who
meets the requirements set forth in 19-12-401 ory in the
case of a beneficiaryy 19-12-405(1)} and who has completed

and filed a claim as provided in 19-12-403 is entitled to

-6-
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participate in the volunteer firefighters' pension ptan and
to receive payments as provided in _thls section.

{2} The payments shall be computed each vyear in the
following manner:

{3) Whenever at the close of business on the last day
of a Fisgai year there is a balance in the volunteer
firefighters' fund in excess of $1 mitliony the diviaien
board shall set aside and-pay-ever-to-the-poblic--empioyeest
retirement--system the smalier of the amount in excess of $1
million and an amount equal to 95% of the increase of the
balance over the balance at the end of the preceding fiscal
year for the payment by the publie-—empleyees®—-retirement
syutep goard of pensions to qualified claimants during the
immediately succeeding fiscal year. The amount to be paid to
each qualifying claimant $hall be determined by dividing the
amount set aside by the number of claimants qualifying to
participate in the pension plan at the beginning of such
succeeding fiscal year.

{b) The total pension payable to a qualified claimant
under this section may not exceed $100 per month: and the
amount to be set aside from the volunteer firefighters® fund
may not exceed the amount necessary to pay the maximum of
3100 per month to each claimant qualified as of the
beginning of the fiscal year during which the payments are

to be madea
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{c} For the purpose of computation and payment of
benefits under this sections if children of a volunteer
firefighter become eligible for benefitsy all the children
of the volunteer firefighter shall be treated collectively
as one claimant.

(3) If the amount set aside Is sufficient to pay each
qualified claimant at least 320 per mopth throughout the
succeeding fiscal yedrs the pension shall be paid monthly on
or opefore the last day of cach monthe. If the amount set
aside is not sufficient to pay each qualified claimant at
Jeast $20 per monthy each qualified claimant*s full pension
for that year shall be paid to him in one lump payment on or
before December 15 of that year.®

Section 10 Section 19-12-407, MCA, s amended to
read:

m19-12-407. Payment of pension benefitse. Al1 payments
under the volunteer firefighters* pension plan must be
approved by the publie—emplioyeesi-retirement-system Doard
and paid by uarrants‘draun upon the agency funds payable to
the order of the individual qualified volunteer firefighter
or the beneficiary as provided in 19-12-405(1)."

Section 11. Section 19-12-502y MCA» 1is amended - to
reads

"19-12-5G2« Procedure for claiming disability

benefitss (1) a Ffirefighter claiming benefits .under

-8
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19-12-504 wmust file his claim with the divis+ron board on a
form to be provided eherafor by the bgarde The claim must be
verified by the claimants the attending physician or surgeon
and nurseye if anys énd the person in charge of the hospitale
if the claimant was confined. The claim must be Ffiled  with
the d¥vision bgard within 1 year from the date of
disability.

(2} The claim must contain:

{2) the name and address of the claiaant:

(b} the datey places and manner of iIncurring of
disability;

(c) the name and address of the attending physician or
surgeon and/or nursey if any;

{d) the dates of confinementsy if confinedy or if not
confineds the dates of attendance by a physf:lan or surgecn
and the dates of attendance by a nurse;

(e} the affidavit of the attending physician or
surgeon as to the nature of the disability, the number and
dates of visitsy and the charges;

{f} if confined in a hospitals the affidavit of a
person in charge stating the nature of the disabilityy the
dates of confinementy and the expenses incurred while so
éonfined;

(g} the affidavit of the chief or secretary of the

fire company stating that the fire company was duly

-5

L I T ™ N CR

LR L

1
12
13
14
i5
16
17
1B
19
20
21
22
23
24

25

LC 0769701

organized under the laws of Montana in an unincorporated
town or villagey that the claimant wass at the date of
disabilitys an active enrolled member of the companys and
that the disability was incurred in the line of duty;

{h) the affidavit of the nurse stating the nature of
the disability, the dates of attendancasy and the charges for
sarvices."

Sectlomw 12. Section 19-12-503, MCAs is amendad to
read:

*19-12+-503. Procedure éor claiming death benefit.
Anyone claiming the benefit provided for in 19-12-505 must
file his claim with the déviaion hoard upon a form to be
provided therefesr by the divisien hgarde in accor&aﬂce with
such rules as the division board may makes™

Section 13. Section 19-12-504y MCAs is amended to
read:

*19-12~504« Disability benefits. {1} Each member of a
fire company is entitled to receive compensation for
disability incurred while in the performance of his duties
as a firefighter when the disability necessitates the
services of a physician or surgeony whether the member is
confined or not. The compensation shall equal the amgunt of
the member's necessary and reasonable medical expenses
resulting directly from the disability and incurred within

36 months from the date of the injury which caused the
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‘gisabilitys The total compensation may not exceaed $25,000.

{Z) Hhen an injury incurred in the line of duty
results in the Yoss by amputation of an army hands leg.'or
foots the enucleation of an eyes or the loss of any natural
teethy the divisten Dgard shall order that an artificial
meaber be furnishede The expense of furnishing an artificial
wember Wmay not exceed 3$1,500. The artificial member so’
furnished shall be replaced every 5 yearsy if necessary.*®

Section l4. Section 19-12-506, MCAs is amended to
read:

"19-12-506. Payment of disability and death benefits.
When a claim under 19-12-50% or 19-12-505 is received by the
division hoard and is found %to be in compliance with
19-12-502 ory in the case of a claim uader 19-12-505+ with
19-12-503y the division hﬁaid must order the ailawance
thereof and paf it by warrants drawn upon the volunteer
firefighters' fund to the order of the attending physician
or surgeon, attending nurses and hospital or the provider of
funeral servicess as appiicable."

NEW_SECTIONs Section 15. Effective datee This act is
effective July 1, 1983,

~End-
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SENATE BILL NO. 268
INTRODUCED BY R. MANNING

BY IEQUEST OF THE PUBLIC EMPLOYEES® RETIREMENT OIVISION

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: ®aN ACT COMSOLIDATING THE
ADMINESTRATION OF OGISABILITYs DEATHy AND PENSION BENEFETS
PROVINED IN THE VYOLUNTEER FIREFIGHTERS® COMPENSATION ACT
JUNDER THE PUBLIC EMPLOYEESY RETIREMENT BOARD; AMENDING
SECTIONS 19-12-102y 19~-12-103, 19~12-201 THROUGH 19~12-204¢
19-12-402 THROUGH 19-12-404y 19-12-40Ty 19-12-502 THROUGH
19~12-504y AND 19-12-5064 MCA; AND PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE

DATE .M

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA:
Section 1« Section 19-12-102, MCAs is amended to read:
"]o-12-102« Definitionse Unpless the context requires
otherwises the followina definitions apply in this chapter:
(L} *"Board"™ wmeans the public employees' retirement
board af-the-public-smploveesi——preeipement——aystem Orovided
for ia_2=15-100%.

{2y -—BBivitiont-——neans--~the---divrsion-——of--workerss
conpensatian-of —the—department-of -tabor-and-industryx

+3¥(2) ©"Fire company®™ means a fire compony organized
in an unincorporated areas towny or village under the laws

of the state of Montana.
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t%#4L£31) The fiscal year begins on July 1 and ends on
June 30 of each yeare.

+53(2) "Fund® or ®"volunteer firefighters' fund™ means
the volunteer firefighters® compensation account in the
agency funde®

Section 2« Section 19-12-103, MCAs is amended to read:

"19-12-103« Payments to volunteer fire companies
maint2ining group insurances To encourage and aid wvolunteer
fire companies to maintain dgroup insurance for benefits on
account of the death of or injury incurred by members while
in the performance of duties as volunteer firefighterss $75
per year for each mobile unit of firefighting equipmenty not
exceeding two units for any one companys shall be paid by
the dbviedon hpard from the volunteer firefighters® fund to
each volunteer fire company maintaining such insurance or to
the organization or agency maintaining such insurance for a
volunteer fire company.™

Section 3« Section 19-12-231, MCAs is amended to read:

"19~12-Z01le Administration of chapters €iy~Execapt—-as
provided-+mn-suabsection-tE2}v-the~-—divieien Ihe _hoard shall
dadminister the Volunteer Firefighters® Compensation Acte and
at¥--ooyments--made-~-under-——19-12-+93-and-19-17~506~shali—be
made-by-warrant:—drawn-gy-the-divisions

2y —~Fhe---prord-—-shastt---administer tha volunteer

firefighters®' oension plans and all payments made under

-2- SR 268
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12-12-103x 19-12-405y and 19-12-40Ty_and. 12-12-506 shatl be
made by warrants drawn by the pubtic—empioyees®-retirement
systen board. Anndaliyyr—on-or-befere-the-15th-daoy-after-the
close-of-tphe—fiseai-yeary-—the--diviston-—shatt-—notify-—the
poard-—in-—writing-of-the-batonce-remnining-in-the-votunteer
firefighterst—fund-as—of-the-end-of-the—fricat-years”

Section 4« Section 19-12-202y MCAy is amended to read:

"19~12-202« Reports of division-and-pobire-—eaployeess
retirensne-system haarde tiy-Fhe-diviston-shaliy-at—-the-time
specified——-rn-=39-F1-210-~For--making-—the-—report-—therein
requit edy——moke~—a--report--te~-the--goevernor--coverirag--the
operationa——and--proceedings--for—-the-preceding-fiseal-year
redstive--~to-——its-——administration-——of--~the~-——-Volaonteer
Férefightersi--compensatton——Atty-~-nith-—snch-anggestiona-or
recomnendations-as—it--may--consider-—of-—vatve--For--publiec
nformations

t2441l) The pubdic——employeesr—retirement-system Loard
shally not later than Nevember 1 of each years make a report
to the governor covering the operations and proceedings for
the oprior fiscal year relative to its administration of the
¥olunteer Eirefigbters® Compensation Act_aod. .ihe volunteer
firefighters* pension plans with suth suggestions or
recommendations as it wmay consider of value for public
information.

£3142) Copies of all such reports shall be made

-3~ 5B 263
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available by the diviston-—@e———the-—-pHblie———cpploysess
retirenent-system Loard to the chief or other representative
of any volunteer fire company or cempanies which may at any
time request them.™

section 5. Section 19-12-203y 4CAs is amended to read:

"19-12-203, Rules to be made by drvizion--and poard.
The dA+vizien—and—the board shall make such rules as soesh it
considers necessary and advisable in its adaministration of
the volunteer Firefighters® Compensation Act and. _.the
voluoieer firefighters® pepsigo.plaps not inconsistent with
the provisions thereof.>

Section 6. Section 19-12-204y MCAs is amended to read:

119-12-2%4. Office supulies to be a charge against the
funds Necessary expenses of the divisren—ond-the-pubtie
enployeessi~retirement--system poard for office suppliess
stationerys and forms in connection with the administration
of the Volunteer Firefighters® <{ompensation Act and. _the
xolunteer firefighters® gpensjon  _plaag are a charge against
the fund. The oabiie——eaploysest--retirement--system bLoard
shall draw from the fund through warrants execwuted-by-the
div ¥+ of——upon-—the--request——of——-—the---pubtrc-—--smployecss
retirement-—asystemy at such intervals as the-—board it
considers proper to_pay. lhese expenses.”

Section T« Section 19-12-4024 MCAs is amended to read:

"19~-12+402. Certificate of eligibility. On or before

—4= 58 268
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Septemner 1 of each years the chief or foreman of every
volunteer fire company shall prepare and file with the
pub?ic-—empioyeesi-—retirement—-—system hQgard a certificates
subscribed and verified under oath, stating whether ar not
his company gqualified under (9-12-401(4) during the
preceding fiscal vyear and listing the full name and
residance adaraess of each member of his company who
satisfactorily completed 30 hours of instruction during the
preceding fiscal vyears as required by 19-12-401(3)e The
verified certificate shall be maintained in a permanent file
by tne public-employeesi-retirement-—tyseem hoard for the
ourpose of establishing eligibility for participation in the
volunteer Firefighters® pension plan and shall be open for
inspection as a public recorda.®

cection f.  Section 19-12-4034 MCAe is amended to read:

®19-12-403. Procedure for claiming pension benefitse
{1 Anyone claiming eligibility under the volunteer
firafighters® pension plan must file his claim with the
pabiie-—employeesti-cetirement-aystem R0oarc upon a form to be
provided therefor by thet-system the_toarde The claim must
be filed on or before May 1 of the calendar vear in which
the claimant seeks to qualify for oarticipation in the
pension plans

(2) The claim must contain:

{3} the names addressy and date of birth of the

—5- 5B 268
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claimant and of the volunteer firefighters if ha is not the
claimant;

(b} the fiscal year during which aligibility will
commence; and

{c) the years during which service as a volunteer
firefighter was rendered and the names of the volunteer fire
compaties with which the service was rendered.

(3) The public-employeessi-retirenene—system hoard may
require such proof of age and service as it wmay consider
propers but it must accept a certificate filed wunder
19-12-402 or subsection (3) of section 22, Chapter 157y Laws
of ¥977s 25 prima facie proof of such services

(4} 1€ the claim is properly filed and the claimant is
found by the sabiie—ewployesast-pesirement-system hoard to be
properiy qualified to participate in the volunteer
firefiahters® pension plany the pame of the claimant shall
he added to the list of qualified persons and the claimant
will then be entitled to participate in the volunteer
firefighters? pension plan as of the fiscal year beginning
July 1 next follawing the filing of the claim."

Section 9. Section 19-12-404e HACAs is amended to read:

n19-12-47%« Pension benefits« (1) Each person who
meets the requirenents set forth in 19-12-4C1 ory in  the
case of a beneficiarys 19-12-405{1} and who has completed

and filed a3 ¢claim as provided in 19-12-403 §is entitled to

]
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participate in the volunteer firefighters® pension plan and
to receive payments as provided in this sectione

(2} The payments shall be computed each year in the
feiloving manner:

{a) ‘Whenever at the close of business on the last day
of a fiscal year there is a balance ia the volunteer
firefighters® fund Iin excess of $1 millions the diévision
koard shall set aside and-pay—ever-te-the-pubiie-——employees®
retérzment——system the smaller of the amount in extess of $1
mi¥lion ana an amount egual to 95% of the increase of the
balance over the balance at the end of the preceding fiscal
year for the payment by the pubdic--employeesti——reticement
system DRoard of pensions to qualified claimants during the
immedi ately succeeding fiscal year. The amount to be paid to
each gualifying claimant shall be deteramined by dividing the
amount set aside by the number of claimants qualifying to
participate in the pension plan at the beginning of such
succeeding fiscal year.

{b) The total pension payable to a qualified claimant
under this section may not exceed $10G per months and the
amount to be set aside from the volunteer firefighters® fund
may not exceed the amount necessary to pay the maximum of
$100 per month to each claimant gqualified as of the
beginning of the fiscal year during which the payments are

to be made.
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(c) For the purpose of computation and payment of
benefits under this sectiony if children of a volunteer
firefighter become eligible for penefitsy all the children
of the yolunteer firefighter shall be treated collectively
as one claimant.

(3} If the amount set aside is sufficient to pay each
qualified claimant at least $20 per month throughout the
succeeding fiscal years the pension shall be paid manthly on
or before the 1last day of edch monthe If the amount set
aside is not sufficient to pay each gualified claimant at
least §20 per months each qualified claimant®*s full pensian
for tiat year shall be paid to him in one lump payment on or
before December 15 of that year.»

Section 10« Section 19-12~407y M(CA, is amended to
reads

%19-12-407. Payment of pension bhenefitss All payments
under the volunteer firefighters® pension pltan msust be
approsed by the publie—employeest—retirement—system bgard
and paid by warrants drawn upon the agency fund, payable to
the order of the individual qualified volunteer firefighter
or the heneficiary as provided in 19-12-405(1})."

Section 11« Section 19-12-502y MCAy is awended to
read:

"]19~12-502« Procedure for ctaiming disabitltity

benefitse (1) A firefighter claiming benefits under

-B= 5B 2648
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19-12-504 must file his ¢laim with the divisian board on a
form to be provided therefor Qy_the boarde. The claim must be
varified by the claimants the attending physician or surgeon
and nursey If anys and the person in charge of the hospitale
if the claimant was confinede The claim wmust be filed with
the diviston haard within 1 year from the date of
disapbilitys

{2y The claim must contain:

{2y the name and address of the claimant;

(b} the datey place, and manner of incurring af
disability:

{c) the name and address of the attending physician or
surgean andfor nursey i7 any;

{d) the dates of confinementy if confinedsy or if not
confinedy the dates of attendance by a physician or surgeon
ana the dates nf attendance by a nurse;

{e) the affidavit of the attending physician or
surgeon 4s to the nature of the disabilitys the number and
dates of visitss and the charges;

(f} if confined in a hospitaly the affidavit of a
person in charge stating the nature of the disabilitys the
dates of confinements and the expenses incurred while so
confined;

{y) the affidavit of the chief or secretary of the

fire company stating that the fire company was duly
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organi zed under the laws of Honfana in an wunincorpeorated
town or villagesy that the claimant wasy at the date of
disabilitys an active enrolled member of the companys and
that the disability was incurred in the line of duty;

(h} the affidavit of the nurse stating the nature of
the disabilityy the dates of attendances and the charges for
services."

Section 12. Section 19-12-503, MCA, is amended to
read:

#19-12-503« Procedure for claiming death benefite.
Anyone claiming the benefit provided for In 19-12-505 must
file his claim wmith the divéizion hoard upon a form to be
provided therefor by the divisien hoards in accordance with
such rales as the dévis+en hcard may make«™

Section 13« Section 19-12-504y MCA, Is amended to
read:

"19-12-504. ODisability benafitss (1} Each member of a
fire company is entitled to receive compensation for
disability incurred while in the performance of his duties
as a firefighter when the disability necessitates the
sarvi“es of a phyzician or surgeons whether the member is
confived or note The compensation shall equal the amount of
the nember®s necessary and reasonable medical expenses
resulting directly from the disability and incurred within

3% months from the date of the injury which caused the
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disabllitye The total compensation may not exceed £255000.

{2}y Hhen an injury incurred in the line of duty
results in the loss by amputation of an arme hands lege or
foots the enucleation of an eyes or the loss of any natural
teeths the divdaiton hoard shall order that an artificial
member be furnishede The expense of furnishing an artificial
member may not exceed $14500., The artificial mewber so
furnistied shall be renlaced every 5 yearsy if necessary."

Section l4s Section 19-12-506e MNLAy is amended to
reads:

®19-12-506« Payment of disability and death benefitss
When a claim under 19-12-504 or 19-12-505 is received by the
diviston hpgard and is found to be in compliance with
19-12-502 ore in the case of a claim under 19-12-505y with
19-12-503y the division hgard must order the allowance
there>f and pay it by warrants drawn upon the volunteer
firefighters? fund +to the order of the attending physician
or surgeons attending nurses and hospital or the provider of
funeral servicesy as applicable.v

MEW_SECTION. Section 15. Effective date. This act is
effective July 1, 1983,

~End-~
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