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ﬁ BILL NOe £2~2 2
INTRGDUCED 3Y M&_% o e

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: ™AN ACT TO REVISE THE LAWS

RELATING TO RECALL PETITIONS; AMENDING SECTIONS 2-16—613¢

2-156-6209 AND 2-16~-56Z21y MCAL®

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA:
Section 1. Section 2-16-613¢ MCAs is amended to read:
"2-16-613. Limitations on recall petitionse (1) A

recall petition may not name more than one officer to be

recalleds

{2) No recall petition shelt-—be—Fited against an
officer may pe approved for circulations as reguired . in
2=16-617{3})s until he has held office for 2 months.

{3) No recall petition may be filed against an officer

for whom a recall election has been held for a3 period of 2

years during his term of office unless the State or

political subdivision or subdivisions financing such recall
election is first reimbursed for all expenses of the
preceding recall electiona®
Section 2. Section 2-16-620s MCAy is amended to read:
"2-16-620. County clerk to verify signatures ftnad
pracedure for challenge- (1) ¥he county clerk in each county
in which such a petition is signed shall yerjfy apd compare
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the signatures of the electors in such county with
registration——signatures——en—Ffite—in-such—cterkts—office in
the mapner prescribed jn 13-27-303 ands if satisfied the
signatures are genuiney certify that fact to the officer
with whom the recall petition is to be fileds in
substantially the following form:

To the Honorable aeeessssssseer Secretary of State of
the State of Montana (or name and title of other officer):

Is eveecosssvscy ssmeans [(title) Of assecassssass County
certify that I have compared the signatures on sesses sheets
{specifying number of sheets) of the petition for recall No.
ssesses attached with-the—sigrotures—of—the—registered-voters
as—they-appear-upon—-the-registretion-records—of—mny-—officey
in the manner prescribed by laws and I believe seesss
{number} signatures are valid for the purpose of the
petition.s I further certify that the affidavit of the
circulator of the (sheet) (section} of the petition is
attached and that the post-office address is completed for
each valid signaturee
Signeds sesssssaassss (Date) essensssssanss {(Signature)
Seal esssnsweccseveeves [litle)

{2) A registered elector of 5 county having reason to
believe thot signatures on & petitions which were pnot among
records of the couptys are not genuine may file a sworn

INTRODUCED BILL
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ibe correct pumber of valid signaturess

$24{3) Every—sach Such certificate shald—be j3 prima
facie evidence of the facts stated therein and—ef—the
quat fieotions—of-the-reagi sterad—veters—whose-sighature 3-are
certifiedy and the secretary of state or other officer
receiving the recall petition sheld pay consider and count
only such signatures as are certifiedya provided——thae
Hawevers the officer with whom the recall! petition is filed
shall consider and count any remaining signatures of the
registered wvoters which prove to be genuines and such
signatures shall be considered and counted if they are
attested to in the manner and form as provided for
initiative and referendum petitions.

433{4) The county clerk may not retain any petition er
any-part—of—#t for more than #5 20 days following . the
receipt of the petition. Ihe county clerk may pot retajn
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the recejpt of that portione At the expiration of such
period the county clerk shall certify the voljd signatures

an__
deliver the same to the person with whom the petition is
required to be fileda®™

Section 3. Section 2-16-621y MCAy is amended to read:

=2-16-62t. Notification to officer =-- statement of
justification. Upon Filing the petition or @ poytion of the

Liti Caini tr ; £ lid_si N i

under 2-16-6l4s the official with whom It is filed shall
immadiately give written notice to the officer named in the
petiticn. The notice shall state that a recall petition has
been filedy shall set forth the reasons contained thereins
and shall notify the officer named in the recall petition
that he has the right to prepare and have printed on the
ballot a statement containing not more than 200 words giving
reasons why he should not be recalieda. No such statement cf
justification shall be printed on the ballot unless it is
delivered to the fFiling official within 10 days of the date
notice is given.™

-End-
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Approved by Committee
on State Administration

SENATE BILL ND. 230
INTRODUCED BY MCCALLUM BY REQUEST

A BEL. FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: ™AN ACY TO REVISE THE LANS
RELATING TO RECALL PETITIONS; AMENODING SECTIONS 2-16-6134

2-16-620s AND 2-15=-621y MCA."

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA:
Section 1« Section 2-16-613s MCA, is amended to read:
=2-16-613. Limitations on recall petitionse (1) A

recall petition may not name more than one officer to bhe

recallede.

{2} No recall petition shs¥i--be~-fited against an
officer pay bhe approved. for  clroulationas . as__cequired _jo
2=16=617{3}s until he has held office for 2 monthse.

{3} No recall petition may be filed against an officer
for wnom a recall election has been held for a period of 2
years during his term of office unless the state or
pelitical subdivision or subdivisions financing such recall
election is first reimbursed for all expenses of the
preceding recall electjon.®

Section 2. Section 2-16-620+ MCAs i5 amended t¢ read:

"z-16-620, County «clerk to wverify signatures ==
areceduce _for _challeonge. (1) The county clerk in each county

in which such a petition is signed shall yerify and compare
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the signatures of +the EACH _PEASON__MWHO__HAS. . SIGNER, THE
EEIIXION_ _JO__ASSUBRE THAI__JHEY ARE electors in such county
with-registration-signetures—on-fite—in-soch-eterkts——office
iaxzthezsanaer-arescribed-in-13=-27-303 andy If satisfied the
signatures are genuiney certify that fact to the officer
with whom the recall petition is to be filedy In
substantially the following form:

To the HONOrable ssscevasvseny Secretary of State of
the State of Montana {or name and title of other eofficer):

Iy esssvasssncsy sasees {Lit1e) Of snssscssscss County
certify that 1 have compared the signatures On esssss sheets
{specifying number of sheets) of the petition for recall Nos
sssses attached with-the-signatures-eof-the-registered-voters
as-—they-—appear—apon—the-regfstration-records—of-my-offices
io.the manpec..prascribed by _lawr and T belisve sseeee
{(number) signatures are valid for the purpose of the
petitiona I further certify that the affidavit of the
circulator of +the {sheet) (saction) of the petition is
attached and that the post—office address is completead for
each valid signature.
SigNed: seassencsses {(Date) anadsansenesaas (Signature)
Seal 4scesssscescnssess [(Title)

f2)-.a__registered elector of a county having reasoo to
belieye.rhar signatures oo a_petitions which were oot _amang
those _a.xually compared with signatures ic the registration

—-2- $8 230
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records _of_the countye are pot .geguine. way _file .a  sworn
statement. _or affirmation _of _bls helief_and a request for
comparison of those sigoatures be_bellieves are_ . not. _genuige
mith__the county official certifying ths _shest gr section.of
the_petitione  If any of .the challeonged signatures. arg...pat
genuings .the county official must compare_all sigpatures on
that_sbeet or_sectign.and.issug-ag _asgended _cegtificate Lo
the _officer with__wbowm the recgll petition is . to be fileds
not.moce.than 20 days after the challenge.is fileds giving
the.correct _punber of xalid signatyress

+29L3) FEvery--such JSuch certificate shald~-be j5 prima
facie evidence of the facts stated therein and-~of--the
quatifications-of-the-registered-voters-whose-signatures-are
eertifiedy and the secretary of state or other officer
receiving the recal) petition she¥} pay consider and count
anly such signatures as are certifiedvy provided--thoat
Howexars the officer with whom the recall petition is filed
shall consider and count any remaining signatures of the
registered voters which prove to be genuineg and such
signatures shall be consldered and counted if they are
attested to in the manner and form as provided for
initiative and referendum petitionse

+34131 The county clerk may not retain any petition er
any-—part--of--i¢t for more than 35 28 30 days fgllowing the
receiot of the petition. Ihe.county clerk. . may _ogt. retajo

=-3- 5B 230
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any-pertion of a.petition for more fhan 28 230 days following
the.. rgceipt. _af _that portions At the expiration of such
pericd the county clerk shall certify the _yalid  signatures
en the_ _petition —or op. doy. . portian .of.the _getition acd
deliver the same to the person with whom the petition s
required to be filed.”™

Section 3. Section 2-16-6Z1y MCAy is amended to read:

n2-16-621« Notification to officer =~~ statement of
justification. Upon filing the petition gr a _portion af the
petition_contaiolng the pumber .of valid sigoatures  cequired
under. _2-16-614%s the official with whom it is filed shall
immedi ately give written notice to the officer named in the
petitione The natice shall state that a recall petition has
bean filedy shall set forth the reasons contained thereing
and s1all notify the officer named in the recall petition
that he has the right to prepare and have printed on the
ballot a statement containing not more than 200 words giving
reasons why he should not be recalled. No such statement of
justification shall be printed on the ballot unless it is
detivared to the filing official within 10 days of the date
notice is given."

-End—-

~f- SB 230
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SENATE BILL NO. 230
INTRODUCED BY MCCALLUM BY REQUEST

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: ™AN ACT TO REVISE THE LAMWS
RELATING TO RECALL PEVITIONS; AMENDING SECTIONS 2-16-613¢

2-16-620+ AND 2-16-621y MCA."

BE IT EHACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA:
Section l« Section 2-16-613y MCAy is amended to read:
"2-16-613. timitations on recall petitionse (1)} A

recall petition may not nawme more than one officer to be

recalleds

{Z) No recall petition shelt——be--Fited against an
officer may.be_ aporoved. for. circulations .. as__requicted _io
2=18=517L{3}s until he has held office for 2 months.

€32} No recall petition may be filed against an officer

for wnom a recall election has been held for a period of 2

years during his term of office unless the state or

poltitical subdivision or subdivisions financing such recall
etection is first reimbursed for all expenses of the
preceding recall election.”

Section 2. Section 2-16-620+ MCAy is amended to read:

nZ-16-620. County cierk to verify signatures ==

aracedure _for challeage. (1) The county clerk in each county
in which such a petition is signed shall yerify._and compare
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the signatures of +the EACH. BERSON_ _HHO__HAS _SIGNED _THE
BPEILITION IO __ASSUBE _JTHAI. IHEY ARE electors in such county
with-reqgiseration-stqnatuves—on—-fFile—in-sueh-eterkts—caffice
inz-tha-spanner-preacriboad-¢n-33=2¥-383 andy if satisfied the
signatures are genuines certify that fact to the officer
with whom the recall petition is to be filedse in
substantially the following form:

To the Honorable sassscassssey Secretary of State of
the 5tate of Montana (or name and title of other officer):

I7 ecseconvevsey sevese {tit1e) OFf secacsescases County
certify that T have compared the signatures on «evees sheets
{specifying number of sheets} of the petition for recall Nc.
sasnes dttached with-the-stgnetures—of-the-registered-voters
as-—they-—appear-upon-the-registration-records-of-my-offiee,
io.the_maoner _prascribed _hy . lawes and I believe aseees
{numter})} signatures are valid for the purpose of the
petitions I further certify that +the affidavit of the
circulator of the (sheet) (saction) of the petition iIs
attached and that the post-office address is completed for
each valid signature.
SIigNeds esssssencess {Date) ensvsvevsesees (Signature)
Seal edesessncasnssrresa (Title)

L21-_A__registered elector of A gounty baviog.reason to
beliave.thatr. _signatures on.2 petitiona_whicp . were.net. amnqog
kheses..actually-compared with signatures.io_the ceglsiration

-2= $8 230
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gecords. of the countys are not geoulne .may _file _a _sworn
Atatepent. ol affirmation..of _bis helief aond a cequest for
coppariseco.of those- signatures be.peliexes arg. . not. geanuine
with._tha couoty afficial certifying the shaat or seciion of
the_petitions If_any of the challeoged slgnatuces .ace not
genuipes _the county official eust cowgare ail signatures on
that_sbeet or section.and jssue an _agepded caertificats. g
the -officer _with wbow the recall petitian.is to bs. fileds
oot _mere. thaa.2d.days afier the challenge. is _fileds _giving
the_correct nupber of yalld signaturess

1t2943) Every--sweh 3Juch certificate ehald-be j5 prima
facie evidence of the facts stated therein and-—of-—the
quetifications-of-the-registered-votera-whose-signatures—are
certifredy and the secretary of state or gther officer
receiving the recall petition shalt pay consider and count
only such signatures as are certifiedyy provided——that
HosexzEs the officer with whom the recall petition Is filed
shall consider and count any remaining signatures of the
registered voters which prove to be genuiney and such
signatures shall be considered and counted Iif they arse
attested to in the manner and form as provided for
initiative and referendum petitions.

3¥44) The county clerk may not retain any petition er
sny-—-part--af--¢¢ for more than 35 2§ 3Q days fgllowing the
ceceipk of the petition. Ihe counky clerk..may. oot .retain

-3- 58 230
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any.pertlan_of a.getition for asare thapn 28 20 days following
the _receipt_0f _that _portiops At the expiration of such
period the county clerk shall certify the _valid signatuces
Qn..tha__petitica ._oc._gn__aoy. _persion.of the_pefitign_and
deliver the same to the person with whom the petition is
required to be filed."™

tection 3« Section 2-16-621¢ MCAy is amended tro read:

®z-16-621. HNotification to officer -- statement of
justifications Upon filing the petition or a gortion of the
petition containing the ounber of walid sigoaturses . Leguited
under._  2-16-6l4y the officlal with whom it is filed shall
immedi ately give written notice to the officer named in the
petitions The notice shall state that a recall petition has
been filedy shall set forth the reasons contained thereine
ana shall notify the officer named in the recall petition
that ne has the right to prepare and have printed on the
ballot a statement containing not more than 200 words giving
reasons why he should not be recalled. No Such statement of
Jjustification shall be printed on the ballot unless jt is
delivered to the Fiting official within 10 days of the date
notice 5 glven.®

-End—-

b 5B 230



HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
STATE ADMINISTRATION COMMITTEE
MARCH 2, 1983

AMENDMENTS TO SENATE BILL 230
THIRD READING - BLUE COPY

l. Page 1, line 23 and 24.

Strike: "==" on line 23 through “_hgilgngg“ on line 24
2. Page 2, line 2. '

Strike: "THEY" through "electors”

Insert: "he is an elector"

3. Page 2, line 23 through line 10 on page 3
Strike: subsection (2) in its entirety
Renumber: subsequent subsections

4., Page 3, line 23.
Foliowing: "any"
Insert: "portion of a"

5. Page 3, line 25 through line 2 on page 4.
Strike: "the" on line 25 through "of" on page 4, line 2

6. Page 4, line 4.
Following: line 3

Strike: "on the petition or"
Following: "or on"
Strike: "any"

Insert: "that"
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SENATE BILL NO. 230
INTRODUCED BY MCCALLUM BY REQUEST

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: ®"AN ACT TO REVISE THE LANWS
RELATING TO RECALL PETITIONS; AMENDING SECTIONS 2-16-613,

2-16-620¢ AND 2-16-621, MCA.™

BE LT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE 0OF THE STATE OF MONTANA:
Section I. Section 2-16-613¢ MCAy is amended to reads
"2-16-613. Limitations on recall petitionse (1) A

recall petition may not name more than one officer to be

recallede

[2} No recall petition shoa¥t—be—~Erded against an
officer pay be approved for _clrculations _as__reguirsd .ip
2=16-612713)s until he has held office for 2 months.

(3} No recall petition way be filed against an officer

for whom a recall election has been held for a periocd of 2

years during bhis term of office unless the state or

political subdivision or subdivisions financing such recall
election is first reimbursed for all expenses of the
preceding recall election.”
Section 2. Section 2-16-620s MCAy §5 amended to read:
"2-16-620. County clerk ¢to verify signatures -
arocedure—far-chatienge. (1) The county clerk in each county

in wnich such a petition is signed shall yerify and compare
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the signatures of ¢he FEACH _PERSON. MHO HAS .  _SIGNED. JHE
BEIIYION _TO _ASSURE YHAT IHE¥-ABF etectors BE_IS_AN. ELECIOR
in such county with-registretion signatdares—on-fite—in——suen
eterikts—office jin-the-msnner-prescribed-in=}3=pF-363 ands if
satisfiead the signatures are genuines certify that fact to
the officer with whom the recall petition Iis to be filedy in
substantially the fellowing form:

To the HONOrable .eceaeesssesssy Secratary of State of
the State of Montana {or name and title of other officer):

Iy wvvvessccennt onvese {(title) OF cacensssnase County
certify that I have compared the Signatures 6N eseeeses sheets
{specifying number of sheets) of the petition for recall Noe
ssssee Attached with-the-signatures—of-the-reqgistared-voters
as--they--appesr-apon-the-registration-precards-of-ny-offices
in_the_mapner  _prescribed _hy. . laws and 1 believe <esnass
(number) signatures are valid for the purpose of the
petitions I further certify that the affidavit of the
circulator of the (sheet) (section) of the petition is
attached and that the post-office address is completed for
each valid signature.
5igned: ecevessseness {Date) sssssnssnensse {Signature}
Seal svnsssevennnssanee (Title}

t2}-cA-zregiatered-elector-of-a-county-having-reason-ta
betrisye-that-sisnotures-on-a-petitionr-which=wereznot-—amang

theas--actuaidy-compared-with-aiynaturea—_in-the-registration

~2- 58 230
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recarda-nf-the-countyx-are-not=<genuine--pay=-fite-—g--amorn
atotemanto-or--nffirmation zaf--hiy-hetief-and-a-requeat=£far
canpacissn-ef-those-sianatyures=he-hetisves-are-~ant-—genuine
with-—thecconnty-cfficind-ceprtifying-the-ahect-or-ssetion-of
she-greitigon--if-any-of-the-chnilenged-aignetures:snre-—nat
geoninee--the-connty-officint-must-coppare-ati-sigastures-on
that-sheet-or-sscticn-and-iasus-an--ampanded-—certificate-_to
thesofficer—nith-—whon=the-recati-petition-ia=toche=fitedy
pet-pere-than-28-daya-nfter—the-chatisnge-ia--fitede——giving
the-corract-pumbec-—nf-yatid-sigaataoreas

£+24$23£2) Every-—-sach Such certificate shedd—-be s
prima faclie evidence of the facts stated therein sad—of-——the
gquslifieations-of-the-regiatered-votera-whose—signacureas-are
certifiedy and the secretary of state or other officer
receiving the recall petition sha¥¥ gay consider and count
only such signatures as are certifiedes provideds——that
Howeyers the officer with whom the recall petition is filed
shall consider and count any remaining signatures of the
registered voters which prove to be genuinex and such
signatures shall be considered and counted {f they are
attested to in the manner and form as provided for
initiative and referendum petitionss

£334%313) The county clerk may not retain any PORIIGH
QE_A petition er-any-port—of-#e for more than 5 2A 3@ days
follasing. _the receipt of the-petitiony Ihe-county-clerk=may
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apt=cetain-any-porkian-of-a-petition-for-—more-—than--7H--30
daya-=-foltowing-=-the--reeceipe=c=pt that__portions At the
expiration of such period the county clerk shall gectify the
¥alid signatures en=the-petitiam-or on say IHAT aortion. qf
the__netition _aod deliver the same to the person with whom
the petition is required to be filed.®

Section 3. Section 2-16~621s MCAe is amended to read:

"2-16-621« Notification to eofficer -- statement of
justifications Upon fillng the petition or_a_portion of _the
petitico__cootainiog the ousber of . valid sigoatures gegquired
under_2=16-614+ the officlal with whom it is filed shall
immedi ately give written notice to the officer named in the
petition. The notice shall state that a recall petition has
been fiteds shall set forth the reasons <contained thereiny
and shall notify the officer named in the recall petition
that he has the right to prepare and have printed on the
ballot a statement containing not more than 200 words giving
reasons why he should not be recalleds No such statement of
justification shall be printed on the ballot unless it is
dgelivered to the filing official within 10 days of the date
notice is givene"

-End-
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