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Comnli tt<et!! on r.abor and 
Employment Relations. 

Committee recommend bill be 
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INTRODUCED BY L ~ 

BY REQUEST OF THE DEPARTMENT OF LABOR AND IN~~:y 

A Bill FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: •AN ACT TO ROUND UNEHPLOYHENT 

COMPENSATION AMOUNTS TO THE NEAREST LOWER FULL DOllAR 

AHOUNT; AND TO REMOVE THE REQUIREMENT THAT THE DEPARTHENI OF 

LABOR AND INDUSTRY PUBLISH ANNUALLY AN UNEMPLOYMENT 

COMPENSATION BENEFIT SCHEDULE; AHENOING SECTIONS 39-51-2201 

AND 39-51-2202• MCA.• 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE lEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Section 39-51-2201, HCAw is a.ended to 

read: 

•39-Sl-2201. Weekly benefit a.ount -- deter•ination of 

average weekly wage. t*t-*ny-indioidH~~eee-&ene+~-yeer 

ltet~efl1_,_,.._ ___ ~He~ lie -e--benty-s+wt.h-ef'-s 

.,<>~>e+--s--fer--+nSHretl--..-r-pe+.t--dow+~-~e+ender 

'IHttr--..f-fris-'b.....,__,~+tl--wtri-eh-trh-weges-..ere--hi-g-• 

~~ en-and-e~~-~--!y--+9&9T--en AD eligible 

individual•s weekly benefit a.aunt shall be the total base 

period wages divided by the nu•ber of weeks of covered 
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e•ployaent times 50'• The weekly beQefi' aeptmt• if ogt a 

INlt;,lple pf Slt MIS\ be rpunded tq· t.be peareat; lower full 

dollar awount. However• such a.ount shall ·not be less than 

the· ••nhru•• or 110re than the •·axlaue weekly benefit: a-aunt. 

~~ on or before May 31 of each year. the total 

wages paid by all e~loyers as reported on contribution 

repo~ts sub•itted on or before such date for the preceding 

calendar year shall be divided by the average 1110nthly nullber 

of individuals employed during the salle preceding ·calendar 

year as reported on such contribution reports. The a.ount 

thus obtained shall be divided by 52 and the average weekly 

wage. rouhded to the nearest cent, thus deter•lned. Sixty 

percent of the average weekly wage shall constitute the 

•axl•u• weekly benefit a.uunt and shall apply to all .axi.um 

weekly benefit a.aunt clai•s for benefits filed to establish 

a benefit year com.encing on or after July 1 of the same 

year. Such maXi•um weekly benefit amount If not a multiple 

of Jlo shall be computed to the nea<est .u~p+e-ef'-sT ~ 

liall...llg_llar amoun,t. 

~LJi The minfmu~ weakly benefit a•ount shall be 15~ 

of the average weekly wage. The mjnimum weekly benefjt 

amgunt, jf not a multinle of Slw shall be cpmputed to the 

nearest lower full dollar amount. 

t4t-4.,.._~..,.,.,-,.hri+-l'f'epet'<!-end-pttb++<tft-nn....-H-y 

.. -befte++.,-..e+.et!or+e-+n-eeeordene-~--l'f'Oris+e~-.,h-H 

I N T R 0 D U C E D B I L L 
-2-
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1 si:Ht&~+ef't.-• 

2 Section 2. Section 39-51-2202• MCA• is a•ended to 

3 read: 

4 •39-51-2202. Partial pay.ent of benefits. Partial 

5 payment for a week of unemploy~nt as used In this section 

6 shall be the clai•ant•s weekly benefit amount less sot of 

7 wages earned in excess of one-fourth of his weekly benefit 

a aaount. Such wages and the one-fourth weekly benefit 

9 amount, if not a •ultiple of $1, shall be rounded to the 

10 nearest lower· full dollar a.aQU.Qt.• 

-End-

-3-



STATE OF MONTANA 173-83 
REQUEST NO.-----

FISCAL NOTE 

Form BD·l5 

In compliance with a written request received January 20 • , 19 ~,there is hereby submitted a Fiscal Note 

for Senate Bill 213 pursuant to •Title 5, Chapter 4, Part 2 of the Montana Code Annotated (MCA). 

Background information used in developing this Fiscal Note is available from the Office of Budget and Program Planning, to members 

of the Legisla~ure upon request. 

DESCRIPTION OF PROPOSED LEGISLATION: 

Senate Bill 213 rounds down unemployment insurance benefit payments to the nearest 
lower full dollar amount and removes the requirement that the Department of Labor 
and Industry publish annually the Unemployment Insurance Benefit Schedule. 

ASSUMPTIONS: 

1) Benefit expenditures estimated under present law to be: FY 84 = $67,900,000 
FY 85 = $71,300,000. 

2) Number of UI' benefit payments: FY 84 = 470,000 FY 85 = 455,000. 
3) Number of EB benefit payments: FY 84 = 35,000 FY 85 = 32,000. 
4) Maximum and minimum weekly benefit amount calculations expected to be 

rounded up, one out of every two years under current law. FY 84 randomly 
chosen to be the year to round up. 

5} Numb-er of partial benefit payments: IT 84 = 64,400 FY 85 = 61,500. 
6) Estimated that ~ of all calculations now rounded to the nearest dollar, 

would be rounded down to save $1.00 each under proposed law. 

FISCAL IMPACT: 
FY84 FY85 

Operating Costs and Benefit Expenditures: 
TOTAL 

Under Current Law 
Under Proposed lt!~·.' 

$ 67,903,050 
67,615,444 

$ 287,606 

$ 71,300,500 
71,105,100 

$139,203,550 
138,720,544 

Net Decrease In Expenditures 

FISCAL NOTE 7:BB/l 

$ 195,400 $ 483,006 

BUDGET DIRECTOR 

Office of Budget and Program Planning 

Date: I - '2- )- - t ') 
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Approved by Comn•ittee 
on L~bor & Employment 
Relations 

~ "" "· .?p !!1. 
INTRODUCED BY - #.1 

BY REQUEST OF THE DEPARTMENT OF lABOR AND INO~Y 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: •AN ACT TO ROUND UNEMPLDYMENT 

COMPENSATION AMOUNTS TO THE NEAREST LOWER FULL DOLLAR 

AMOUNT; AND TO REMOVE THE REQUIREMENT THAT THE DEPARTMENT OF 

lABOR AND INDUSTRY PUBLISH ANNUALLY AN UNEMPLOYMENT 

COHPENSA TJON BENEFIT SCHEDULE! AMENDING SECTIONS 39-51-2201 

AND 39-51-2202• MCA.• 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE lEGISlATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA! 

Section 1. Section 39-51-2201• MeAt is a~tended to 

read: 

•39-51-2201. Weekly bedeflt a.aunt-- deterMination of 

average weekly wage. t+t-~indiuid-al whese-&eftef~-yeer 

l>e<j+,..._ _ ___,fl!er--of<H-y II• J91lo _......._.,..,._<H-Ith-y 

l>.....,fi 't • ..,.,n't en ·e--~-----~loh--ef--ft+s 

'tMe+-~!l-f....--i-ft .... red-.._t<-',...r.t--11tlf'T~--e+emter 

~-<tet--ef-lris-'ltes..-per+e<l-+ft-wtl~tl-lth-weges-w-e--hi-g!Terlw 

s---+.,--ttenef+-t--n~f-ftM-..-~~~ ........... ++ 

l>e-t<ewncle<l-loo--tm.-....-..., t .,., e ll''l'e-ef-.h 

fi!tLl.l !lft---..f-~--t,.--Me&,-..., AD eligible 

individual 1 s weekly benefit a~unt shall be the total base 

period wages divided by the nu•ber of weeks of covered 
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e-tJloy.ent ti•es 50*• The li••kly beogfit awumt. if not a 

pylttple pt Sl• -ust be rmtoded to·tbft nearest Jpwgr tyll 

dollar a.ount. HOwever. such a~unt shall ·not be less than 

the·•fnl.u••- or .are than the •axl•u• weekly benefit a.uunt. 

t:!-t.Ll.l ·on or before Hay 31 of each yearo the total 

wages paid by all e•ployers as rePorted on contribution 

~epo~ts sub•itted on or before such date for the preceding 

calendar year shall be dlvi ded by the average BOnthly nuaber 

of individuals employed during the same preceding calendar 

yea·r as reported on such contribution reports. The a1100nt 

thus obtained shall be divided by 52 and the average weekly 

wage 9 rounded to the nearest cent, ·thus deter•ined. Sixty 

percent of the average weekly wage shall constitute the 

•axi•um weekly benefit a.ount and shall apply to all .axi.ua 

weekly benefit a.aunt claims for benefits filed to establish 

a benefit year coa.encing on or af~er July 1 of the sa•e 

year. Such •aximum weekly benefit aMOUnt If not a multiple 

of Sl• shall be computed to the nearast ~~~of~ ~ 

full dollar ampynt. 

t4t~ The minimum weekly benefit a.ount shall be 15~ 

of the average weekly wage. Thg mjojmum weekly benefit 

~t1 if not a multiple of Sl, shall be 'omputed to the 

oeargst lower full dollar amoyot. 

~t--lh<t-~-ft't-111\M+-p<'epere-ftft11-l'ooi>++11h-tmt~aHy 

e--M~Tt~heduf.e-Tft-eee-0~-ettee-wnft-~-preris-+ofl.,.-o.,.-'t-h+s 

-2-
S E C 0 N D R E A D I N G 
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1 5ttlt&~+et'h:" 

2 Sec~lon 2. Section 39-51-2202 9 HCA, is amended to 

3 read: 

4 "39-51-2202. Partial payment of benefits. Partial 

5 payment for a week of unemployment as used In this section 

6 shall be the clal•ant•s weekly ,bene~it amount less so; of 

1 wages earned in excess of one-fourth of his weekly benefit 

8 a~nt. Such wages and the one-fourth weekly benefit 

9 a•ount, Jf not a •ultlple of tlt shall be rounded to the 

10 nearest lower full dollar ~·M 

-End-

-3-
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INTRODUCED BY - #t 

BY REQUEST DF THE DEPARTMENT OF LABOR AND IN~~ . 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: •AN ACT TO ROUND UNEMPLOYMENT 

COMPENSATION AMOUNTS TO THE NEAREST LOWER FULL DOLLAR 

AMOUNT; AND TO REMOVE THE REQUIREMENT THAT THE DEPARTMENT OF 

LABOR AND INDUSTRY PUBLISH ANNUALLY AN UNEMPLOYMENT 

COMPENSATION BENEFIT SCHEDULE; AMENDING SECTIONS 39-51-2201 

AND 39-51-2202o HCAo" 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF HONfANA: 

Section 1. Section 39-51-2201• MeA, is a~ended ~o 

read: 

•39-51-2201. Weekly benefit a.aunt -- dete~mination of 

aver age weekly wac; e. t~-Any-+ftdi-v+dt:IM-whese-benri+-e-ye-er 

b~fts-eft-.,..._.,f*....-d<Hy-+.4-YH.--+-r<eee+Ye-e,.-fth-w...,lt+y 

Aette.f.f.-4!:-e-~t&t:~M-~1MtiM-ef1~*o-ene--~weM.,-ri•~h-&f--tri-'S 

~~8+--we~@s--fe~-+"§H~eft--wepk--pe+d--~~r?n~-~he-ee+eneer 

quar~er-ef-h+~-b~~e-~e~+od-+ft-w~~eft-hi~-weqes-were--h~h~• 

s~eh-~+y--bene~+~emoun~+~-n~a-·a+~p+e-o~-··.-she++ 

b.,_.._,de<l~,_.ttle--....., .. est...,..+~p+e-M;tt 

trtLll en-ana-e~te.---6~+.,--•y--+98&y--eft AD eligible 

individual•s weekly benefit amount shall be the total base 

pe~iod wag~s divided by tn@ number ~f weeks of covered 
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e•ploy•ent times 50'• The weekly hBQefit aeo•mt• jf not a 

myltipJe gf sl, must be roundgd tA the nearest lower full 

dollar amount. However, such a.ount shall not be less than 

the Minimum, or .are than the maximum weekly benefit amount. 

t~LZl On or before May 31 of each yearo the total 

wages pald by all employers as rePorted on contribution 

~eports sub•itted on or before such date for the preceding 

calendar year shall be divi-ded by the average monthly nUiiBber 

of individuals employed during ~he same preceding ~alenda~ 

year as ~eported on such contribution reports. The amount 

thus obtainea shall be divided by 52 and the average ~eekly 

wage• rounded to the nearest cent, thus deter•ined. Sixty 

percent of the average weekly wage shall constitute the 

maximum weekly benefit amount and shall apply to all .axiMUm 

weekly benefit amount clai•s for benefits filed to establish 

a benefit y~ar com~encing on or after July 1 of the same 

y<:!ar. Such maximum weekly benefit amount if not d multiple 

of Slt shall be computed to the nearest ~~•p+e-e~-~ ~ 

Lull dollar amoynt. 

++t~ The minimum weekly benefit amount shall be 15% 

of the avera9e weekly wage. I..bL_ mjojmum weekly bftoefit 

amount._if not a mul·tiplg gf 11, shall be computed to the 

~~~r full dollar amount. 

f't--fA~-eepH~~.eftt-sh6++-~@p~e-~ft<l-p~+st.--~""~~ 

e-&e~T~-~~edu+e-+n-eeeordenee-w~-ehe-~~~e~~e~-~hT~ 

-2- T H I R D se R E A D I N G 
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1 s~85~e~+eR.• 

z Section z. Section 39-51-2202• HCAt is amended to 

3 read: 

4 11 39-51-2202. Partial payment of benefits. Partial 

5 payment for a week of une~ployment as used in this section 

6 shall be the clai~ant•s weekly benefit amount less 50% of 

7 wages earned in excess of one-fourth of his weekly benefit 

8 amount. Such wages and the one-fourth weekly benefit 

9 amount, if not a multiple of S1 9 Shall be rounded to the 

10 nearest ~full dollar~·" 

-End-

-3-



48th legislature SB 0213/02 

1 

?-

3 

... 
~ 

6 

7 

8 

9 

1D 

11 

12 

13 

14 

l'i 

16 

lT 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

Zit 

2~ 

SENATE BILL NO. 213 

INTRODUCED BY DOVER• GAGE• KEATING 

ay REQUEST OF THE DEPARTMENT OF lABOR AND I~OUSTRY 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITlED: •AN ACT TO ROUND UNEMPLOYMENT 

COMPENSATION A~NTS TO THE NEAREST lOWER FUll DOLLAR 

AMOUNT; AND TO REMOVE THE REQUIREMENT THAT THE DEPARTMENT OF 

lABOR AND INDUSTRY PUBLISH ANNUALLY AN UNEMPLOYMENT 

COMPE·~SATION BENEFIT SCHEDULE; AMENDING SECTIONS 39-51-2201 

AND 39-51-2202~ MCA.• 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE Of THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

S@ctlon 1. Section 39-51-2201• MCAy is aaended to 

n~ad: 

•39-51-2201. Weekly benefit a.ount -- deter•inatlon of 

aver~q~ weekly wage. t!t-.ny-+nd+Y+dua+-whe~e-bene~+~-year 

beg+ns-Oft-er-e~er-du+y-~•-•9f~y-9fta~~-reee+v~-e3-~e-week~~ 

beftef+~-eMeftft~-en-aMDBn~-e~u~-~e-one--twen~r-~•xth--ef--h+s 

~cta~--we~es--fer--+~ared--work--~e+~--S.~Tng--~he-ee~en~e~ 

~er~r-of-h+~-ha~e-per+od-+n-•h+eft-h+s-woges-were--h+~hes~. 

~~eft--weekt~--Dene~+~-e•eun~y-+f-~-a~~~+~+e-of-t~y-she++ 

De-~nen~ed-to-~he-neeres~-.a+~+p+e-e+-•+w 

t~till Bft-eftd-efte~--da•y--~.--~9&Qy--en AD eligible 

individual•s wee~ly benefit a.ount shall be the total base 

period wages divided by the number of weeks of covered 
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·~lor•~nt times 50%. Ibe_weekl¥ bQQefjt a.auot• if not a 

lll.lUl.I!!LQf...ll.a __ tt_IIL£QUWitii-1P tb& IIU.tUl; lgver fllll 

dcllaL- ~mouote However. such amount shall not be less than 

the Mini•u•• or .ore than the •axlau• weekly benefit a.aunt • 

f3tLLl On or before Hay 31 of ~ach year. the total 

wages paid by all e•ployers as reported on contribution 

reports submitted on or before such date for the precedlnq 

calendar year shall be diVIded by the average ~nthly nu•ber 

of ind~viduals e.ployed during the sa .. preceding calendar 

year as repor~ed on such contribution reports. The a~ount 

thus obtained shall be divided by S2 and the average weekly 

wage. rounded to the nearest cent• thus deter•tned. Sixty 

percent of the average weekly wage shall COftStitute the 

•aximu~ weekly benefit aaount and shall apply to all Maximum 

weekly bene~lt a~unt clal•s for benefits filed to establish 

a ben~flt year commencing on or after July 1 of the same 

year. Such maxi•um weekly benefit a•ount if not a multiple 

of $1, shall be coMputed to the nearest -~~+~+e-~-S+ ~ 

fYll-dollaL-asguot• 

flttLll The mlni~um weekly benefit aaount sh~ll be 15~ 

of the average weekly wage. 

amuunt~-lf_aQt_a_multlol~-g{_llL-Ahail-11~--~~tAQL to the 

oeaLest_lgw~.t-full_dQllaL_amouota 

t5t--~he-deper~~nt-she+t-~~ere-end-pu&+r~h--e~ftae•+r 

&-befte~+~-~ehed~~e-+n-eee&P~~ee-wT~h-e~e-p•8••~•on,-o~-~h+~ 

-2- SR 713 
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1 ~absee~+enY• 

2 

3 

4 

Section 2. Section 39-51-2202, MCA. is a.anded to 

read: 

"39-51-2202· Partial pay.ant of benefits. Partial 

S payment for a week of une•ployaent as used in this section 

6 shall be the clai•ant•s weekly bane£it a.aunt less sot of 

7 wages earned In ex·cess of one-fourth of hfs weekly benefit 

8 aiiK>Unt• Such wages and the one-fourth weekly benefIt 

9 a•ount, If no~ a .ultlple o~ Sl~ shall be rounded to the 

1~ nearest !RM~ll dollar ~-· 

-EnG-

-3- SB 213 


