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fresh water in the continental United States west o~ the 

Mississippi River and is a significant natural resource of 

VAlue stJtewide and in the Northwestern region of the United 

Statesi ana 

WHEKFAS, research undertaken as part of the Flat head 

Riv~r b~~in environmental impact study demonstrates that the 

qudl ity of the flathead Lake aquatic envir-onment j s 

vulner-eble to and affected by all for-ms of lvnd usc and 

resource development within the Flathead basin; and 

WHEREAS, even though the flathead Lake aquatic 

environment is of excellent quality., the cumulative impact 

of a wide variety of resource development activities poses a 

threat to the a·~uat i c environment of thf> F 1 at head basin; and 

WHER'.:AS., pr-ot~ction of this natural resource i. 

complicated by overlapping and potentially conflicting 

internu-tional, stute, provincial, tribal, and 1 ocnl 
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jurisdictional interests and responsibilities, which require 

awareness, coordinated effort, shared responsibility, and 

devotion to the naturalness of the basin by each land and 

wate~ management entity with responsibility in the basin. 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Short title. [This act] may be cited as the 

•Flathead Basin commission Act of 1983". 

Section 2. Purpose. fhe purpose of the Flathead basin 

commission is to protect the existing high quality of the 

Flathead Lake aquatic environment; the waters that flow 

into, out oft or are tributary to the -lake; and the naturol 

resources and environment of the Flathead basin. 

Section 3. Ot::finitions. AS used in [this act]'t the 

following definitions apply: 

(1) "Aquatic resources" means all beneficial uses of 

water, including but not limited to water quality and w~ter-

supply; recreational, scenic, und aesthetic values; and 

fish, wildlife, and other organisms. 

12) "Commission" means the Flathead basin commission 

estdblished in (section 4]. 

(3) 11 Fluthead basin" means all land and water areds 

the water from which drains into Flathead lake or its 

tributaries. 

Section 4. Flathead basin commission -- membership 
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compensation. {l) There is a Flathead basin commission. 

(2) The commission consists of 13 me;ubeTs selected as 

toll ows: 

(a) four members appointed by the governor from 

industrial, environmental. and other groups affected by 

[this act]~ one of whom must be on the governor•s staff and 

who also serves as the executive directori 

(b) one member appointed by the ~lathead County 

COIMII iss i oners i 

(c) one member 

commissioners; 

appointed by the Lake County 

(d) one member appointed by the Confederated Salish 

und Kootenai Tribes; 

(e) one member appointed by the United States 

department of agriculture, forest service regional forester 

for the northern region; 

(f) one member appointed by the United States 

dep~rtment of interior national park se~vice, regional 

director for the Rocky Mountain region; 

(g) four ex officio me•bers appointed respectively by 

the chief executive of the p~ovincial govern•ent of the 

Province of British Columbia• the regional administratior of 

the United States environmental protection agencyy the 

ad•inistrator of the Bonneville Power Administration. and 

the chief of engineers of the United States ar•y corps of 
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engineers. 

( 3) The commissioners shall serve without pay. 

Commissioners, except. for ex officio mea·bers., are ent i U .z.d 

to reimbursement for travel, meals., and lodging while 

engagerJ in comJnission business, as provided in 2-18-501 

through 2-18-503. 

(4) The commission is attached to the governor•s 

offir.e for administrative pur-poses only. 

~ection 5. Term of appointment -- quorum -- vacancy-

chairman-- vote. (1) Th.: commission members shall serve 

staggered 4-year terms. 

(2) A majority of the membership, other than ex 

officio members. constitutes a quorum of the, coonAi ssion. 

(3) A vacancy on the commission must be filled in the 

same manner as regular appointments, and the memoer so 

appointed shall serve for the unexpired term to which he is 

appointed. 

(4) The commission shall select ~ chairman from among 

its members. The chairman may make .ations and vote. 

(5) A favorable vote of at least a majority of all 

members, except ex officio members, of the commission is 

required to adopt any resolution 9 ~otiont or other decision 

of the commission. 

Section 6. Commission staff 

The executive director of the 
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compensated on a pro rata basis from co .. ission funds, 

calculated upon the time he is required by the governor to 

serve the co~ission. 

(2) An office for the comMission must be established 

at a community located in the basin. and sufficient and 

appropriate staff must be assigned to serve the commission. 

Section 7. Duties of the commission. Duties of the 

commission are: 

(1) to monitor the existing condition of natural 

resources in the basin and coordinate development of an 

annual monitoring plan. This plan must involve a cooperative 

strategy among all land and water management agencies within 

the Flathead basin and identify proposed and needed 

monitoring which emphasizes but is not limited to the 

aquatic resources of the Flathead basin. 

(2) to encourage close cooperation and coordination 

between federal, state, provincial. tribal. and local 

rP.source manayers for establish111ent of compatible resource 

developm.~nt standards, comprehensive monitoring., and data 

collec-tion and interpretation; 

(3) to encourage and work fo• international 

cooperation and coordination between the state of Montana 

and the Province of British Columbia concerning the 

undertakiny of natural resource monitoring and use of 

consistent stand2rds for- management oT r-esource development 
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activities throughout the North Fork Flathead River drainage 

portion of the Flathead basini 

(4) to encourage economic development and use of the 

bdsin•s resources to their fullest extent without 

compromising the present high quality of the Flathead 

basin•s aquatic environmenti 

(5) to undertake investigations of resource 

utilization and hold public hearings £oncerning the 

condition of Flathead Lake and Flathead basin; 

(6) to submit a biennial report to the governor and 

the appropriate c~mmittees of the legislature that includes: 

(a) a summary of information gathered in fulfill~nt 

of its duties under this section; 

(b) information on monitoring activities within the 

flathead basin concerning the condition of the basin"s 

natural 

Lake; 

resources, with particular emphasis on flathead 

(c) the identification of 1 and use and land 

development trends in the Flathead basin; 

(d) any recommendations the commission considers 

appropriate for fulfillment of its duties and for continued 

prescrv.ltion ot the Flathead basin in the present hi9h 

quality of its aquatic resources; and 

(e) an nccounting of all money received and expended~ 

by source and purpose., for the period since the last report; 
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and 

(7) to meet at least semiannually within the Flathead 

basin, alternating the m~eting site between the cities of 

Kalispell and Polson. 

Section a. Commission authority. (1} The commis~ion 

may make recoMmendations to the legislature and the gove~nor 

and to federa1 9 tribCJl., provincial., and local agencies for 

maintenance and enhancement of the quality of naturdl 

resources of the Flathead basin. 

(2) Subject to appropriation by the legislature, the 

commission may receive and expend donations, gifts, grants, 

and other money necessary to ~ulfill its duti~s. 

Section 9. Establishment of account. There is 

established in the federal and private revenue fund a 

Flathead basin commission account. Money ~eceived by the 

Flathead basin co~mission under [section 8) and such uther 

funds as are designated or appro~riated fo~ its use must be 

18 deposited in the account. 

19 Section 10. Special ~ounty government authority. The 

20 governing body of any county within or bordering upon the 

21 Flathead basin may allocate to the Flathead basin commission 

22 a portion of any money available from coal severance tux 

23 allocations or other sources and designated for planning 

24 activities. 

25 Section ll• Cooperation with other agencies and 
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organizations. To fulfill its dutiesy the commission shall 

develop and maintain cooperative programs Nith federal• 

state. provincial. tribal• and local agencie5 '" 
on_1anizations that are responsible for natural rf'sour-ce 

rnan:Jgement and rAonltoring in the flathead b;:Jsin. 

Participating fe<Jeral and provincial agencies must be 

requested to provide adequate funds to participate on the 

c~mmission rlnd to monitor resources within their arP.~s of 

responsibility. 

Section 12. Initial terms of commission members. Five 

members of the original commission shdll serve 2-y~ar term$, 

thereby establishing staggered te~ms. Those members serving 

2-year terms must be selected by lot at the first commission 

me~ting. 

Section 13. Effective date. This act i~ effective July 

1. 1983. 

-End-
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We the undersigned legislators, subscribe our names as 

co-sponsors of the following bill: 

"AN ACT TO ESTABLISH A FLATHEAD BASIN 
COMMISSION TO COORDINATE MONITORING 
OF THE QUALITY AND CONDITIONS OF FLATHEAD 
BASIN; AND PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE," 

Representatives: 
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STATE OF MONTANA 

FISCAL NOTE 

137-83 
REQUEST NO.-----

Form BD-15 

January 17, 83 
In compliance with a written request received 19 __ , there is hereby submitted a Fiscal Note 

for Senate Bill 161 pursuant to •Title 5, Chapter 4, Part 2 of the Montana Code Annotated (MCAI. 

Background information used in developing this Fiscal Note is available from the Office of Budget and Program Planning, to members 

of the Legislature upon request. 

DESCRIPTION OF PROPOSED LEGISLATION: 

Senate Bill 161 establishes a Flathead Basin Commission to coordinate monitoring of 
the quality and conditions of Flathead Lake and the natural resources within the 
Flathead Basin. 

ASSUMPTIONS: 

1) Nine members of the l3..:member commission will be reimbursed for travel costs 
for two meetings per year (average reimbursement per member per meeting = 
$311). 

2) The executive director will receive salary of $11,260 and benefits of $2,025 
(one-third of a $33,780/yr. salary). 

J) There will be two full-time staff, an assistant (grade 14) and secretary (grade 
10). 

4) Two public hearings will be held each year at a cost of $1,000 per hearing. 
5) Approximately $123,000 will be contributed during the biennium from federal 

agencies, local governments, and tribes to help fund the commission's activities. 
6) Operating costs for the commission will increase 6% each year. 

FISCAL IMPACT: 

Personal Services: 
Executive Director 
Assistant 
Secretary 

Operating Expenses: 
Commission member travel 
Printing, Supplies, Phones, 

Staff Travel, Rent 
Contracted Services for 

Consultants 
Public Hearings Cost 

Continued 

FY 1984 

$ 13,285 
22,618 
16,415 

$ 52,318 

$ 5,600 

22,000 

7 ,sao 
2,000 

$ 37,100 

FY 1985 

$ 13,985 
22,618 
16,415 

~ 52,318 

$ 5,936 

22,000 

7,950 
2 t 120 

$ 38,006 . L 
~m , 
BUDGET DIRECTOR 

Office of Budget and Program Planning 

Date: I - ~L \ - '8 -; 
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FY 1984 FY 1985 

Equipment: 
Office $ 10,000 $ -o-

TOTAL $ 99,418 $ 68,,324 

Funding: 
Contributions $ 76,918 $ 45,824 
State Funds 22,500 22,500 

TOTAL $ 99,418 $ 68,324 

FISCAL NOTE 5:CC/2 

Sf31~1 
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Approved by Committee 
on Natural Resources 

SENATE BILL NO. 161 

INTRODUCED BY TURNAGE, Bo BROWNo ELLIOTT, HALLIGAN, 

KEATING, MARBUT, HIMSLo MCCALLUM, NORMAN, STEPHENS, 

DOVER, HAGER, SEVERSON, KOLSTAD, ECK, MOHAR, LANEo 

H. HAMMOND, E. SMITH, GOODOVER, STORY, VAN VALKENBURG, 

CONNELLY• J. BROWN, LYBECK, MUELLER, HANSEN, MCBRIDE, 

Jo HAMMOND, REAMo WALDRON, KADASo ZABROCKI• HANNAH 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT TO ESTABLISH A FLATHEAD 

BASIN CDMMISSIDN TO COORDINATE MONITORING OF THE QUALITY AND 

CONDITIONS OF FLATHEAD LAKE AND THE NATURAL RESOURCES WITHIN 

THE FLATHEAD BASIN; AND PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.• 

WHEREAS, Flathedd lake is the largest natural body of 

fresh water in the continental United States west of the 

Mississippi River and is a significant natural resource of 

value statewide and In the Northwestern region of the United 

States; and 

WHEREAS, research undertaken as part of the flathead 

River basin environmental iapact study demonstrates that the 

quality of the Flathead Lake aquatic env i ron11ent is 

vulnerable to and affected by all for~s of land use and 

resource development within the Flathead basin; and 

WHEREAS, even thouqh the Flathead Lake aquatic 

environment is of excellent quality, the cumulative impact 
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of a wide variety of resource develop~ent activities poses a 

threat to the aquatic environMent of the Flathead basin; and 

WHEREAS, protection of this natural resource is 

coAJpl icated by overlapping and potentially conflicting 

international, state• p..-ovincialt t..-ibal, and 1 OCdl 

jurisdictional interests and responsibilities, which require 

awareness, coordinated effort. shared responsibility, and 

devotion to the naturalness of the basin by each land and 

water manageeent entity with responsibility in the basin. 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Short title. [This act] May be cited as the 

•Flathead Basin ComMission Act of 1983•. 

Section z. Purpose. The purpose of the Flathead basin 

commission is to protect the existing high quality of the 

Flathead Lake aouatic environment; the waters that flow 

into, out of, or are tributary to the lake; and the natural 

resources and environ~ent of the Flathead basin. 

Section 3. Definitions. As used in [this qct], the 

following definitions apply: 

(1) •Aquatic resources• means all beneficial uses of 

water~ including but not limited to water quality and water 

supply;: rec.reat.iona1 9 sc.enic. 9 and aesthetic valuesi and 

fish, •ildlife, and other organisms. 

(2) •comndssion" means the Flathead basin commission 

-z- SB 11>1 

S E C 0 N D R E A D I N G 



1 

2 

3 

... 
5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

l<t 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

2<t 

25 

SB 0161/03 

established in [section 4]. 

(3) •flathead basin• means all land and water areas 

the water fro. which drains into Flathead lake or its 

tributaries • 

Section ~. Flathead basin comMission -- membership 

compensation. (1) There is a Flathead basin co•mission. 

{2) The cOM•ission consists of ~3 L2 •e•bers selected 

as follows: 

Ca) four ae.bers appointed by the governor from 

industrial• environmental, and other groups affected by 

[this act]• one of who• .ust be on the governor•s staff and 

who also serves as the executive director; 

18) ONE _MEHRER WHO SHALL_Bf THE COMMISSJQNER OF STATE 

LAHD~R HIS DES!G«EE~ 

tet~ one member appointed by the Flathead County 

commissioners; 

tetl.JU one lle•ber appointed by the Lake County 

co .. issioners; 

tdt~ one me•ber appointed by the Confede~ated Salish 

and Kootenai Tribes; 

tetLfl one aeaber appointed by the United States 

depart•ent of agriculture, forest service regional fo~ester 

fo~ the northern region; 

t~t~ one aember appointed by the United States 

department of interior national park se~vicet regional 
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director for the Rocky Mountain region; 

t~tLUl four ex officio Me~bers appointed respectively 

by the chief executive of the provincial government of the 

Province of British tolu.Oiat the regional ad•inistratior of 

the United States environmental protection agency. the 

administrator of the Bonneville Power Ad•inistration. and 

the chief of engineers of the United States ar•y corps of 

engineers• 

(3) The co••issioners •hall serve without PdY• 

commissioners 9 @~e~~-~~~-o~Ffe+o--aem~er~ ~ILDHEU--LM 

~EkJLQH __ ~Z!L&l• EXCEfl THE CQMM!SSJONER ON THE GQYERN~~ 

SIA££ 9 are entitled to rei•bursement for travel, mealst and 

lodging while engaged in coMmission business, as provided in 

2-18-501 through 2-18-503, 

(4) The commission is attached to the governor's 

office for administrative purposes only. 

Section 5. Term of appointment -- quorum -- vacancy -

chair.an -- vote. (1) The co .. ission meMbers shall serve 

staggered 4-year terMs. 

(2) A majority of the me~bershipt other than e~ 

officio members 9 constitutes a quorum of the comaission. 

C3J A vacancy on the commission •ust be filled in the 

~ame •anner as regular appoint•ents. and the .eaber so 

appointed shall serve for the unexpired term to which he is 

appointed. 

_..,_ 
SB 161 
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(4, The commission shall select a chairman from among 

its members. The chair•an •ay make MO~ions and vote. 

(5} A favorable vote of at least a majority of all 

members9 except ex officio members9 of the com•ission is 

required to adopt any resolution, .otiont or other decision 

of the commission. 

Section 6. ComMission staff 

The executive director of the 

and office location• (l) 

co~~mission shall be 

compensated on a pro rata basis fro• commission funds. 

calculated upon the time he is required by the 9overnor to 

serve the cor.mission. 

(Z) An 

established at 

sufficient and 

the co111111ission. 

office fo~ the co-ission llltt"S-t .fSAl. be 

a community located in the basin, and 

appropriate staff must be assigned to serve 

Section 1. Duties of the commission. Duties of the 

co~~~n~ission are: 

(1) to monitor the existing condition of natural 

re$OUrces in the basin and coordinate development of an 

annual MOnitoring plan. This plan •ust involve a cooperative 

strategy a11ong all land and water Manage•ent agencies .,.,ithin 

th~ Flathead basin and identify proposed and needed 

monitoring which emphasizes but is not limited to the 

aquatic resources of the Flathead basin. 

(2) to encourage close cooperation and coordination 
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between federal, state, provincial, tribal, and local 

resource managers for establisheent of co•patible resource 

development standards, comprehensive aonitorinq, and data 

collection and interpretation; 

C3) to encourage and work for international 

cooperation and coordination bet~een the Stdte of Hontana 

and the Province of British Colu~ia concerning the 

undertaking of natural resource monitoring and use of 

consistent standards for •anagement of resource develop~ent 

activities throughout the North Fork Flathead River draina9e 

portion of the Flathead basin; 

(4) to encourage economic development and use 

basin•s resources to their fullest extent 

co•promising the present high quality of the 

basin•s aquatic environment; 

of the 

without 

Flat head 

(5) toL-LU_!Hf_llLSL&~-Uf THE CQMM!SSION, undertake 

investigations of resource utilization and hold public 

hearings concerning the condition of Flathead Lake and 

flathead bdsin; 

(6) to submit a biennial report to the governor and 

the appropriate committees of the legislature that includes: 

(a) a summary of information gathered in fulfill.ent 

of its duties under this section; 

(b) information on ~onitoring activities ~ithin the 

Flathead basin concerning the condition of the basin's 
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natural resources. with particular emphasis on Flathead 

Lake; 

(c) the identification of land use ""d land 

developaent trends in the Flathead basin; 

(d) any reco111mendat ions the commission considers 

appropriate for fulfill.ent of its duties and for continued 

preservation of the Flathead basin in the present high 

quality of its aquatic resources; and 

(e) an accounting of all .aney received and expended, 

by source and purpose. for the period since the last report; 

and 

(7) to eee~ at least semiannually within the flathead 

basin, alternating the •eeting site between the cities of 

Kalispell and Polson. 

Section a. Co .. ission authority. (1) The co111mission 

•ay make reco•~ndations to the legislature and the governor 

and to federal, tribal• provincial, and local agencies for 

•aintenance and enhance•ent of the quality of natural 

resources of the Flathead basin. 

(2) Subject to appropriation by the legislature, the 

com•ission aay receive and expend donations, gifts. grants. 

and other •oney necessary to fulfill its duties. 

Section 9. Establishaent of 

established in the federal and 

Flathead basin cOMMission account. 
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Fldthead basin com•ission under {section 8] and such other 

funds as are designated or appropriated for its use must be 

deposited in the account. 

Section 10. Special county govern•ent authority. The 

governing body of any county within or bordering upon the 

Flathead basin may allocate to the Flathead basin commission 

a portion of any money available from coal severance tax 

allocations or other sources and designated for planning 

activities. 

Section 11. cooperation with other agencies and 

organizations. To fulfill its duties, the commission shall 

develop and •aintain cooperative progra•s with feoeral• 

state. provincial, tribal. and local agencies o~ 

organizations that 

•anagement and 

are responsible for 

~onitoring in the 

natural resource 

Participating federal and provincial 

requested to provide adequate funds to 

Flathead 

agencies 

participate 

basin. 

must. l>e 

on the 

commission and to •onitor resources within their areas of 

responsibility. 

Section 12. Initial terms of co .. ission members. five 

•embers of the original co•Mission shall serve 2-year terms. 

thereby establishing staggered ter•s• Those members serving 

2-year ter•s Must be selected by lot at the first co .. ission 

meeting. 

Section 13. Effective date. This act is effective July 
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SENATE BILL NO. 161 

INTRODUCED BY TURNAGE, B. BROWN, ELLIOTT, HALLIGAN, 

KEATING, MARBUT, H!MSL, MCCALLUM, NORMAN, STEPHENS, 

DOVER, HAGER, SEVERSON, KOLSTAD• ECK, MOHAR, LANEo 

~. HAMMOND, E. SMITH, GDOOOVERo STORY, VAN VALKENBURG, 

CONNELLYo J. BROWNo LYBECK, MUELLER, HANSENo MCBRIDE• 

J. HAMMOND• REAMo WALDRDNt KADAS, ZABROCKI, HANNAH 

A BILl FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT TO ESTABLISH A FLATHEAD 

BASIN COMMISSION TO COORDINATE MONITORING OF THE QUALITY AND 

CONDITIONS OF FLATHEAD LAKE AND THE NATURAL RESOURCES WITHIN 

THE FlATHEAD BASIN; AND PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.• 

WHEREAS, Flathead Lake is the largest n~tural body of 

fresh water in the continental United States west of the 

Mississippi River and is a significant natural resource of 

value statewide and in the Northwestern region of the United 

States; and 

WHEREASt research undertaken as part of the Flathead 

Riv~r basin en~ironmenta1 i•pact study demonstrates that the 

quality of the Flathead Lake aquatic environment i 5 

'IIUl~eraOle to dnd affected by all forms of land use and 

~esource develop~nt within the flathead basin; and 

WHEREAS, even thouqh the Flathead Lake aqudti c 

envi~onment is of excellent quality, the cumuldtive impact 
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of a wide variety of resource develop•ent activities poses a 

threat to the ~quatic environment of the Flathead basin; and 

WHEREA~t p~otection of this natural resource is 

compllcatec::l by overlapping and potentially conflicting 

international, state, provincialt tribal, and 1oc .. 1 

jurisdictional interests and responsibilities, which requfre 

awareness, coordinated effortw shared responsibility, and 

devotion to the naturalness of the basin by each land and 

water management entity with responsibility in the basin. 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Short title. [This act] may be cited as the 

•Flathead sasin toamission Act of 1983•. 

Section 2. Purpose. The purpose of the Flathead basin 

commission is to protect the existing high quality of the 

Flathead Lake aquatic environment; the waters that flow 

into, out ofw or are tributary to the lake; and the natural 

resources and environment of the Flathead basin. 

Section 3. Definitions. As used in [this act] 9 the 

following definitions apply: 

(1) "Aquatic resourc~s• means all beneficial uses of 

water, includiny but not limited to water quality and wat~r 

supply; recreational, scenic, and aesthetic values; and 

fish, ~lldlife, and other organisms. 

(Z) •commission• means the Flathead basin commission 
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established in [section 4]. 

(3) "flathead basin• means all land 4nd water areds 

the water from which drains into Flathead Lake or its 

tributaries. 

Section 4. Flathead basin commission -- membership 

compensation. (1) There is a Flathead basin co•mission. 

(2) The co.•ission consists of ~3 ~members selected 

as follows: 

(a) four me•bers appointed by the governor from 

industr i a1 1 envir-onmental, and other groups affected by 

[this act], one of who~ must be on the governor's staff and 

who also- serves as the executive director; 

(B) ONE _afHBE&_kUP SHALL_Bf THE CpMMISSIQHE& OF STATE 

LiliDL.!JB. HIS DESl.l2fiEE1. 

~btik! one me•ber appointed by the Flathead County 

commissioners; 

tet.UU one 

coMmissioners; 

me lAber appointed by the lake County 

t~t~ one ~ember appointed by the Confederated s~Jish 

and Kootenai Tribes; 

tetLfl one Member appoin~ed by the United States 

department of agriculture, forest service regional forester 

for the northern region; 

t+t!Kl one meMber appointed by the United States 

d~partment of interior national park service, regional 
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director for the Rocky Mountain region; 

t~t~l four ex officio •eMbers appointed respectively 

by the chief executive of the provincial government of the 

Province of sritish Columbia, the regional administratior of 

the United States environmental protection agency, the 

administrator of the Bonneville Power Administration, aHd 

the chief of engineers of the United States ar~y corps of 

engineers. 

(3) The co•missioners shall serve without p~y. 

commissioners, e~ep~-~er-ew-e~~+e+e--•e~~eP§ ~ILQtifll__L~ 

.SEUliltL-!t!llLA.l.L-.E~LIIIE....(.!llll!.LlilllfiEB.-li!LliiL liOY E K NOR ' S 

iiAfE• are entitled to rei•bursement for travel• meals, and 

lodging while engaged in commission business, as pro~ided in 

Z-18-501 through Z-18-503, 

(4) The commission is attached to the yovernor•s 

office for administrative purposes only. 

Section s. Term of appolnt111ent -- quorum --.vacancy -

chairman-- vote. (1) The co-.ission ~embers shall serve 

staqgered 4-year terms. 

(2) A majority of the membership, other than ex 

officio members, constitutes a quorum of the commission. 

C3) A vacancy on the commission must be filled in the 

same manner as regular appointments, and the ~mber so 

a~pointed shall serve for the unexpired term to which he is 

appointed. 
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(4) The commission shall selec~ a chairaan from among 

its members. The chairMan may make motions and vote. 

C5) A favoraole vote of at leas~ a majority of all 

members, except ex officio members, of the commission is 

required to adopt any resolution, motion, or other decision 

of the commission. 

Section 6. Commission staff and office location. (1) 

The executive director of the coMmission shall be 

compensated on a pro rata basis fro• commission funds, 

calculated upon the time he is required by the governor to 

serve the cor-mission. 

(2 I An office for the co•mission •~s~ HAl be 

established at a community located in the basint and 

sufficient and appropriate staff must be assigned to serve 

the commission. 

Section 1. Duties of the commission. Duties Of the 

commission are: 

(1) to monitor the existing condition of natural 

resources in the basin and coordinate development of an 

annual monitoring plan. This plan must Involve a cooperative 

strategy a•ong all land and water .anage•ent agencies Mithin 

th~ Flathead bdsin and identify proposed and needed 

•onitoring which emphasizes but is not li~ited to the 

aquatic resources of the Flathead basin. 

Cl) to encouraqe close cooperation and cooroination 
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between federal. state, provincial, tribal~ and local 

resource managers for establish•ent of co•patible resource 

development standards. coMprehensive •onitoring• and data 

collection and interpretation; 

(3) to encourage and work for International 

cooperation and coordination betNeen the state of Montana 

and the Province of British Colu~ia concerning the 

undertaking of natural resource monitoring and use of 

consistent standards for manageaent of resource development 

activities th~oughout the North Fork Flathead atver drainage 

portion of the Flathead basin; 

(4) to encourage economic development and use 

basin•s resources to their fullest extent 

comproaislnq the present high quality of the 

basin'~ aquatic environment; 

of the 

without 

Flat head 

15) to~N_ltiE-QLstaET!ON QF THE COMMI~ undertake 

investigations of resource utilization and hold public 

hearings concerning the condition of Flathead Lake and 

Flathead bdsin; 

(6} to submit a biennial report to the governor and 

tha appropriate committees of the legislature that includes: 

(d) a summar~ of infor~ation gathered in fulfillment 

of its duties under this section; 

(b) informat.ion on 

Flathead basin concerning 

monitoring activities within the 

the condition of the basin's 
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natural resources. with particular emphasis on Flathead 

lake; 

(c) the identi·fication of land use and 1 and 

development trends in the Flath@ad basin; 

(d) any reco111mendat: ions the com10ission consider$ 

appropriate for fulfillment of its duties and for continued 

preservation of the Flathead basin in the present high 

quality of its aquatic resources; and 

(e) an accounting of all money .received and expendedt 

by source and purpose, for the period since the last report; 

and 

(7) to meet at least semiannually within the Flathead 

basin, alternating the meeting site between 

Kalispell and Polson. 

the cities of 

Section e. Commission authority. (1) The commission 

aay make recQmmendations to the legislature and the governor 

and to federal. tribal, provincial, and local agencies for 

Maintenance and enhance•ent of the quality of natural 

resources of the F1athead basin. 

(Z) SuDject to appropria~ion by the le9islature, the 

commission may receive and expend donations, gifts• grants, 

and other money necessary to fulfill its duties. 

Section 9· 

established in 

Establishment 

the federal 

of 

and 

account. There is 

private revenue fund a 

Flathead basin COMmission account. Honey received by the 
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Flathead basin commission under [section 8] and such oth~r 

funds as are designateo or appropriated for its use ~ust be 

deposited Jn the account. 

Section 10. Special county government authority. The 

governing body of any county within or borde~ing upon tne 

Flathead basin may allocate to the Flathead basin commis~ion 

a portion of any money available from coal severance tdx 

allocations or other sources and designated for plannin·~ 

activities. 

Section 11. cooperation with other agencies and 

organizations. To fulfill its duties, the co•mission shall 

develop and Baintain cooperative programs with teoeral• 

state, provincial, tribal, and local agencies ur 

organizations that are responsible for natural resource 

management and monitoring in the Flathead basin. 

Participating federal and provincial agencies mu~t oe 

requested to provide adequate funds to participate on the 

co~mission and to monitor resources within their areas of 

responsibility. 

Section 12. Initial terms of com~ission members. fi~e 

members of the original comMission shall serve Z-year termst 

therehy establishing staggered ter~s. Those members serving 

2-year terms must be selected by lot at, the first commission 

meeting. 

Section 13. Effective date. This act is effective July 
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HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
March 7, 1983 

Natural Resources Committee amendments to Senate Bill 161, 
3rd Reading Copy as follows: 

1. Page 3, line 7. 
Strike: "14" 
Insert: II 15" 

2. Page 4, line 2. 
Strike: "four" 
Insert: "five" 

3. Page 4, line 6. 
Strike: "and" 

4. Page 4, line 8. 
Following: "engineers" 
Insert: ", and the holder of a license issued for the Flathead 

Project under the Federal Power Act" 

AND AS AMENDED 
BE CONCURRED IN 
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SENATE BILL NOo 161 

I~TROOUCED BY TURNAGE• B. UROWN• ELLIOTT• HALLIGAN• 

K~ATINGt "ARBUT, HI~SLt MCCALLUHt NORMANt STEPHENS, 

DOVER, HAGER, SEVERSON, KOLSTADt ECKt HOHARt LANE, 

H• :-IA.MMONO, Ea S!'!ITH, GOOOOVERt STORY, VAN VA.LKE!'ItBURGt 

CO~~ELLY, Ja BROWNt LYBECK, MUELlERt ~ANSE~t MCORIDEt 

Ja HAMMOND, RE~~. WALDRON, KAOASt lABROCKit HANNAH 

A 6ILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: •AN ACT TO ESTABLISH A FLATHEAD 

BASIN COMMISSION TO COO~DINATE MONITORING OF THE QUALITY AND 

CONDITIONS OF FLATHEAD LAKE AND THE NATURAL RESOURCES WITHIN 

THE flATHEAD BASIN; ANO PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.• 

~HEREAS 1 FlatheaJ lake is the largest natural body of 

fresh water in the continental United States west of the 

Mississippi River and is a significant natural resource of 

value state.,.ide and in the Northwestern region of the United 

State-:. j and 

-"'HEREASt research undertaken as part of the Flat head 

River ~asin environmental impact ~tudy de~onstrates that the 

quality of th~ Flath@ad lake aquatic environment is 

vulner~ble to and affected by all forms of land use and 

r~sourc~ develop~ent within the Flathead basin; and 

~HEREAS, even though the Flathead Lake aquatic 

enviro1~ent is of excellent quality, the cumulative impact 
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of a wide variety of resource development activities poses a 

threat to the aquatic environ•ent of the Flathead basin; and 

WHEREAS, protection of thfs natural resource Is 

co~apllcated by overlapping and potentially conflicting 

international, state, provincial, tribal, and local 

jurisdictional interests and responsibilities, wh1ch require 

a""areness, coordinated eff'ort 9 shared responsibility, and 

devotion to the naturalness of the basin by each land and 

llfater ,nanage~nt entity with responsibilit"t" in the basin. 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF HONTANA: 

Section 1. Short title. [This act] may be cited as the 

-fl~thead Basin Commission Act of 1983•. 

Section 2. Purpose. The purpose of the Flathead basin 

coMmission Is to protect the existing high quality of the 

Flathead Lake aouatic environment; the waters that flow 

into, out of, or are tributary to the lake; and the natural 

resources and environment of the Flathead basin. 

section 3. Definitions. As used in [this act]• the 

following definitions apply: 

(l) "Aquatic resources• means a11 ben~ficial uses of 

wAter, including hut not l lmited to w3ter quality and water 

supplv; r~creationalt scenic, and aesthetic values; and 

fish, ~ilrllife, and other organisms. 

t2J •comEission" m~ans the Flathead hasln commission 
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established in (sec~ion 4]• 

{3) "Flatheaa basin• means all lana and water ~reas 

the wate~ from which drains into Flathead lake or its 

tributaries. 

Section ~. Flathead basin commission -- •embership 

compensation. (1) There is a ~lathead basin co•mlssion. 

(2J The co.•ission consists of •~ ~~ 11 meMbers 

selected as follows: 

(a) four me•bers appointed by the governor -from 

industrial, environmental, and other groups affected by 

[this act]• one of whom aust be on the governor•s staff and 

who 3lso serves as the executive director; 

Lal--DH~~~a~Wijg_SUAL~-~_IHf_~U!alSSIONER Df-Sl!If 

LAUCS-Da_Hls_~s~~ffL 

fbt~ one •eaber appointed by the flathead County 

conmlssioners; 

tetLQl on• 

co•ll'issioners; 

~~e•ber appointed by the Lake County 

fdtLfl one meMber appointed by the Confederated Salish 

and Kootenai Tribes; 

tettfl one •ember appointed by thQ United States 

department of agriculture, forest service regional forester 

for the northern region; 

tFtLGl one member appointed by the United States 

department of interior national park service, regional 
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director for the Rocky Mountain regioni 

tqt!Ul f~~r ~ ex officio members apoointec1 

respectively by the chief executive of the provincial 

governaent of the Province of British Columbia, the regional 

adJ•Inistratlor of the United States environm~ntal protectio~ 

agency, the adl!!inistrator of the Oonnev i 11 e Pa .. er 

A~•lnis~r3tion, ~~e the chief of engineers of the United 

States army corps of •ngineersL-&~-IHt-HU~&_Df_A_-Ll~~st 

LSSUfa-fa&_l~_fLaiHfAQ_fRDJ~I-U~Qf&-IHC-f~QU~L-EUW~B-Ael• 

(3) The commissioners shall serve without P~Y• 

Commissioners, exee~-~er-ex-off+e~e--m~eher' ~ENIICKfll--~ 

lli:I10~-.!Lllill.._..£AJ::I<ei-IHf_J:f.dl!LSSlWIU-lltLIHE-~&WJ&!..S 

ilAf£9 are entitled to reimbursement for travel, meals. and 

lodgl1g while engaged in co~mlsslon business, as provided in 

Z-18-501 through z-18-503. 

(4) The coemlssion is attached to the gove~nor•s 

office For administrative purpases only. 

s~ction s. Term of appointaent -- quoru~ -- vacancy -

chair•an -- vote. (1) The coMmission members shall serve 

staggered 4-year ter~s. 

(2) 4 Majority of the ~•bership, other than ex 

officio members, constitutes a quorum of the commission. 

(3) A vacancy on the co••fssion ~ust be filled in the 

same aanner as regular appointments, and the member so 

appoi~ted shall serve for the unexpired term to which he is 
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appoi~ted. 

(~) The co~~isslon shall select a chair~an f~o• among 

its me~bers. The chairman ma~ •ake motions and vote. 

(~) A favorable vote of at least a majority of all 

~embers. except ex officio •embers, of the coDmission is 

requir~d to adopt any resolution. motion. or other decision 

of the commission. 

Section 6. Con.isslon staff and office location. (l) 

The executive director of the commission shall be 

co~pansated on a p~o rata basis from commission funds, 

cal~ulated upon the ti•e he ~s required by the governor to 

serve the commission. 

( ZJ An 

estab1 ished at 

sufficient and 

the colllmis~ion. 

office for the co•mission -~~~ a&~ be 

a cJMmunlty locaterl in the basin. and 

appropriate staff •ust be assigned to serve 

Section 7. Duties of the comMission. Duties of the 

co11mission are: 

(1) to monitor the existing condition of natural 

resources in the basin and coordinate development of an 

annual monitoring plan. This plan must involve a cooperative 

strategy among all land and water manage~ent agencies within 

the Flathead basin and identify proposed and needed 

monit~ring ~hich e~phasizes but is not limite~ to the 

aouatic resour-c~s of tt1e Flathead basin. 

-5- S8 161 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

1 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

H 

lit 

15 

16 

11 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

~8 0161/04 

(2) to encourage close cooperation and coordination 

between federal, state, provincial• trib3ly and local 

resource managers for establishment oF co•patible resource 

develop•ent standards• co•prehenslv~ monitoring, and data 

collection and interpretation; 

131 to encouraqe and work for international 

cooperation and coordination between the state of Montana 

and the Province of British Columbia concerning the 

undertaking of natural resource monito~ing and use of 

consistent standards for management of resource development 

activities ~hroughout the North Fork Flathead River drainage 

portion of the Flathead basin; 

(~) to encourage economic de~elopment and use 

basin•s resources to their fullest ex~ent 

compromising the present high quality of the 

basin•s aquatic envfron•ent; 

of the 

without 

Flathead 

(5) to1_lu_!~_QLS~~-Uf-IHE~alSS~ undertake 

investigations of 

hearings concerning 

Flathead basin; 

resource utilization and hold public 

the condition of Flathead Lake and 

(6) to submit a biennial ~eport to the governor and 

the ~~propriate committees of the legislature that includes: 

(a) a sumP.ary of Information gathered in fulfillMent 

of its duties under this section; 

(o) information on monito~ing activities within the 
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Flath~ad basin concerning the condition of the basin's 

natural resources. vith particular emphasis on Flathead 

Lakei 

(CI the identification of 1 and use and land 

deve1op•ent trends· in the Flathead basin; 

(dJ any recommendations the commission considers 

apprapriate for fulfillment of Its duties and for continued 

preservation of the Flathead basin In the present high 

quality of its aquatic resources; and 

(e) an accounting of all aoney received and expended, 

by source and purpo~e. for the period since the last report; 

and 

C7) to meet at least se•lannually within the Flathead 

basin. alternating the meeting site between the cities of 

kalisoell and Polson• 

Section e. co .. ission authority. (1) The commission 

~ay make recommendations to the legislature and the governor 

and to federal, tribal. provincial, and loc~l agencies for 

maint~nance and enhanceeent of the quality of natural 

resources of the Flathead basin• 

(2) Subject to appropriation by the legislature, the 

coM~ission may receive and expend donationst gifts, grants, 

and other •oney necessary to fulfill Its duties. 

~ectlon 9. E~tabllshment of account. There is 

established in the federal and private revenue fund a 
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Flath~ad basin commission account. Money received by the 

Flath~ad basin co~mlssion under (section 8] and such other 

funds as are designated or appropriated for its use must be 

deposited in the account. 

~ection 10. Special county government dUthorlty. The 

governing body of any county within or bordering upon the 

FlathPad basin may allocate to the Flathead basin commission 

a portion of any money available fro• coal severance ta~ 

allocations or other sources and designated for planning 

activities. 

section 11. Cooperation "'•th other agencies and 

or9anizations. To fulfill its ~uties. the commission shalt 

develop and maintain coop~rative progra•s with federal, 

state, provi11cial, tribdl• •nd 1 ocal agencies or 

organizations that are responsible for natural resource 

•anagement and monitoring in the Flathead basin. 

Participating federal and provincial agencies must be 

requested to provide adequate funds to participate on the 

commission and to •onitor resources within their areas of 

responsibility. 

Section 12. Initial terms of comaission members. Five 

members of the ori g itlal co11mi ss I on shall serve 2-ye~r terms" 

thereby establishing staggered ter•s• Those ~e•bers serving 

2-year terms must be selected by lot at the first coamission 

111eet i rl9• 
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Section 13. Effective date. This ~ct Is effective July 

2 1., 1983. 

-End-
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