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A BILl FOR AN ACT ENTITlED: •AN ACT TO GENERALlY REVISE THE 

lAW GOVERNING THE NONTANA SCHOOL FOR THE DEAF AND BLIND; 

ANEitOING SECTIONS 20-8-101• 20-8-102• 2D-8-101t THROUGH 

2D-8-107• 20-B-109 THROUGH Z0-8-113o AND 2G-8-116o NCA; 

REPEALING SECTIONS Z0-8-114o 2G-8-115o AND ZD-8-117 THROUGH 

20-8-119w HCA.• 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF NOitTANA: 

Section 1. Section 20-8-101, MCAw is amended to read: 

wz0-8-101. State school for deaf and blind 

independent institu~ion. The school for the deaf and blindw 

formerly located at aoulde~ in connection with the Montan~ 

state training school but transferred before 4uly lw 19~3• 

to the city of Great falls, shall be known and designated as 

the Hontdna sta~e school for the deaf and blind and shall be 

conducted 3S a separate ~nd independent unit 3nd institution 

of the state of Montana under the general supervision, 

di~ection, and control of the board of public educationy 

w~~--a--~oe.+-eAee~ve-heere-~~e-eppoi~e~+n~~ftfter 

an6-~e-~u.e~fle-pewersy-aw~her+~1T-end-dd~?es-gran~ed-•o~ 

,.....,.ff'ee--e+-th,.+o-beercl-l>y-the-pre¥i-Meft,_ef'--i!9-;!5-iJ83--

i!8-i!s-3&4t. Bowevtlr• the tr-dnsfer of t.hat school or any 
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change in the na~~e thereof or i.n the objec-ts or purposes 

thereof may not be considered or cex1strued t.o 1-.palr or work 

any forfeiture or alteration of any rights, grants, or 

property mdde to or acquired by that school or by the state 

for the use and bene~lt of that school prior to July lw 

1943.• 

Section 2. Section 20-8-lOZe HCAy is a~nded to read: 

•2o-s-102. Objects and purposes. The Hont.ana ~ 

school for the deaf and blind shall be a residential and 

boarding school for children and adolescents who are deaf or 

blind or whose hedring or sight is so defective that they 

cannot be successfully taught and for such reason are unable 

to receive a sufficient or proper education in the public 

schools of the state. The object and purpose of such school 

shall Ue to furnish anU provide• by the use of specialized 

methods and syst~ms. an ordinary public school education and 

to teach such trades and vocations as will enable children 

attending such school to become independent and 

sel t-sustaining citizens. Increased and additional 

facilities shall be provided from time to time for the .ore 

thorouyh and successful training of those who sbow a special 

a~titude for becorui n~ proficient at such trades or 

vocations. ln the interest of economy and incl"eased 

op~rtuuitii..!S :'or vocational education and training and in 

order that pupils way be practically tauyht such t~ades and 

-2-
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vocations. so auch o~ all carpen~ering. printing. painting, 

baking, sewing, and other or si•ilar work necessary to be 

done for and in and about ~he school, as the superintendent 

of the school .ay deem pra,tical. shall be done by such 

pupils under co•petent teachers and for .. eny-p&rea~•r-er 

~eeperert~ 5Qe£iatists employed for such purpose. and this 

require•ent shaJJ apply to both aale and fe•ale pupils.• 

Section 3. Section 20-8-104, HCA• is aaended to read: 

•zo-6-10~. Eligibility of children for ad•ittance. On 

proper application being •ade therefor, as nres,rjbed by the 

rules of the bgacd of ouhlic educptign. deaf and blind 

children who are not aore than 18 years of age residing 

vithin the state of Montana and nonresident children vho are 

not .ore than 18 years of age, who are not ae~a11y 

deficient. dangerously diseased in body. or of confir•ed 

immorality or incapacitated for useful instruction by reason 

of physical disability •ay be adaitted ~o such school.• 

Section 4. Section 20-8-lOS, MCA• is aaendad to read: 

•zo--6-105. Nhen duty of parent or guardian of child to 

aake application for ad•ission of child penaHy. (lt 

Every parent. guardian• or other person having the custody 

or control of any child between the ages of 5 and 18 years 

whose hearing or sight is so defective that such chi1rl 

cannot be properly educated in the public schools of the 

state $hall •ake application to the superintendent cf said 

-3-
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school for admis$ion to such school ior at least 9 .onths 

during each school year for a perfod of 10 years. unless 

such child is being taught in a private school or in a 

siailar institution in ~nother state which affords such 

child an edu~ation to the sa•e extent as such child can 

receive in the Montana 5•~ school for tbe deaf and blind 

or unless such child be foundt fo~ dOJ ~eason 9 to be 

ineligible to adaission to such school. If such child is 

being taught in a p~ivate school or in a si•ilar institution 

in another state, such attendance must be for at least 9 

months in each year for 10 years• unless such child shall 

arrive at th~ dge of ~ ~ years or shall have beco•e 

self-sustaining 

pe..-iod. 

before the expiration of such to-year 

(2) The failu~e of any parent, guardian, or other 

pe..-son having the custody or control o' any blind or deaf 

child to comply with the provisions of this section shall be 

dee•ed a •isde~anor and punishable by a fine of not less 

than $5 or more than S25 for the first offensg and not Jess 

than $25 or more than $50 for each subsequent offense. Upon 

conviction of any parent. gua~dian, or person having custody 

or control of any such child of a failure to co•ply with the 

provisions of this section• the court in which such 

conviction is ha~ shall enter in its docket an order 

directing such parent, guardian, or o~her person to comply 

-+-
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with the proviSiOO$ 

theceafter and shalJ 

of this section within 10 days 

deliver a copy of such order to such 

parent, guardian. or other person.• 

Section 5. Section 20-8-106• KCA• is a•ended to read: 

•2o-a-1o6. Duration of attendance at: schoo1 

sha11 trao§frlr• ~ Every child adaitted to such school be 

~ntitled to attend such school until reaching the age of 21 

years unless the board of public education and 

superintendent deter•ine that attendance at the school will 

not benefit the child• provided that nothing tn this section 

shall be construed so as to prevent the suspension or 

expulsion of any child at any ti.e for insubordination or 

other cause deemed good and sufficient by the board o~ 

public education and superintendent. 

12) Transfer gf a student from the scbgpl tp apqther 

educatj ooal placement mu§t be in accardaoce with rules of 

thg board of publjc educfttipn.• 

Section 6. Section 20-8-107• MLAt is aaended to read: 

•20-8-107. Ad•ission of nonresident children and 

advance pay•ent of cost Indian children. (1) Deaf and 

blind children 

Hont<Jna., upon 

admitted to 

who a~e not residents 

application being •ade 

the school• subject to 

of the state of 

therefor, may be 

a11 e11gfbi11ty 

requirements prescribed for children who are residents of 

the state, proviGed that for each such nonresident chJ1d 
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there shall be paid to the school in advance a su• of aoney 

the a.uunt of which shall be deter•ined by a careful 

esti•ate of the whole per capita cost of .aintaining the 

school during the re~r 1.-ediateJy preceding the date of t:he 

application, and, provided further that no nonresident child 

sha1l be aO.itted to t:he schoo1 except vhen the full 

capacity thereof is not required for children who a~e 

residents of the state. 

(Z) Indian children who are Montana residents and 

wards of the United States shall be eligible to and shall be 

adaitted to such school on the saae term5 as reSidents. ~ 

s~--f<W--the-deai'-em!-b++fttl--+<t--hereby-at11:_...ed-t>o 

eo~~eet-re+ebHrs~-~oa-the-Yn+ted-St~~-~~~ 

wfte--are-wat"i!l&-of'-i!he-Yft'i-tee-s-t-&Hs-§&Ver..,en-t:w" 

Saction 1. Section 20-8-109• MCAt is a.ended to read: 

"20-6-109. Time of regular school ter•• The reguJar 

term of school ~ha 1 J beg-t-n--on--t:he---seeortd--Wed~teSdey--of-

5~~er---&ftG--e~3e--on--the--seeeft8--Hedftesda~-6..e 

~o++ew•n~prev•fted-~~~-~he-~dper+ntendeftt-o*-saeh--sehee4T 

w~h--t:fte--eoft~~--eftd--eppro~a+--of--~he--board--~-pwb4+e 

e<laee .. Tony--y-provTo..-for-the---&peftTft!'l--e-F---the---:ochao~

ftft~her--eGy-eftd-Tor-~he-e+os+ng-~-~fte-58~-eft-e~e?-dsyY 

.. tft:ft.5 be as wroyided in 20 l-3Ql.• 
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Section 8. Section zo-&-110• HCA• is a~nded to read: 

nzo-8-110. Property ves~ed in school. All 1 e~nds 

heretofore granted by the govern.ent of the United States ~o 

the state of Montana for the use and benefit o¥ the dea~ and 

dumb are hereby set apart and declared to be ¥or the use and 

benefit in perpetuity of the Montana ~~ school for the 

deaf and blindt and all ~unds arising fro• the sale or 

leasing of said lands, or any part or portion thereof• shall 

be applied to the proper use and benefit thereofy and e++ 

--..s..--'}+ft5T-defl-5..,..--e..--gt"eft~,.--wlrich- "'" e -been 

-------~--fl.,..eef~er be -e--hy-a..,--peo u- -

shall vest in the state of 

Montana for the use and benefit thereof.• 

Section 9o Section Zo-8-11lo MCAt is daended to read• 

•20-8-111. Duty of board of public education as to 

property of school. The board of public education shall heve 

ehe- p&wer -BR4-~-~~8e-~~y-eoz @jther djrectly QC 

thrpugh a contract wjth a ngpprqfit corporation• receive, 

hold 9 •anage, use. and dispose of· eny-and a11 real and 

personal property aade over to such board or to the state of 

Montana by purchase, gift1 devise, beques~. or otherNise 

acquired and the proceedst Interest, and inco.e thereo~ ~or 

the use and benefit of said school, All dpnatioos. gifts• 

deyises. gr grants eadg hgfgre. on. or af\gr Qctobec 1. 

1983• to the scbgql Shall vest in the bgard or jts de&igQee• 
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qs trustee for the state of Mgntaoa, for the use and beqgfjt 

of the scbpol and j:ts studgnt;s.• 

Section 10. Section 20-8-112, MCA, is a•ended to read: 

•2o-B-llZ. Expenditure of school •oneys. No aoneys 

belonging to the deaf and blind school fund shall be 

expended for any purpose other than for the Montana ~~~ 

school for the deaf and blind, and any aoneys belonging to 

any fund or funds which may be he~eafter created for such 

school shdll be expended for the express purpose designated 

in the act or acts creating such fund or funds and for no 

«:-ther purpose.• 

Section 11. Section Zo-8-113 9 MCA• is ~mended to read: 

•zo-B-113. Aee~+efte+-----e~------ Duties of 

superintendent of school tor the deaf and blind. The 

superintendent of the Montana school for the deaf and blind 

+s-t.erel>y-aon.ho,.tted-to-edd-to-h+s-present:--dtot+es-"""""'t:--of' 

eei:-ing--es--ea.abifted-eltl'-4-oJIIeM-p+eeement-eii~+eer-and-s-ehoof 

~~~d-worker~eeperar+~y-far-the-sake-e¥-eeenoay-Tn-ord~o 

se~up-~'"-O'ff'+ee-ane!f opereote-Si!tlte-ttl'lti+-atteh--ti-ee--eso-+tt 

h~~ft•eft---ev~eRee---warraftts 

e~e~-o .. +eer-e~-seheo+--•+e~-work~--ftftd--per~-~ 

-.--too..... li.ilAlll 

C ll adw,j ni stgr the program ood fupe;t,i OO$ of the 

school wjtbio the guidaljpes of statutes and under Dplicies 

~Ce$Cribed bJ tb9 bpard Of public educatjoo: 

-8-
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121 prepare and sybwjt reports• $U .. ari•&• apd other 

jnforptjoo requested by the board; 

(31 establish and pursue prgfessignal and tecbQicaJ 

contac;t s that wi 11 coot r j bt.ate j nfww.rtj on and wi rtaoce 

toward ftEfectiye and Cffi¢jgot opg(atioQ of tbg fiCbggJ: 

(4) wajntajn gffRctiye liaison between the sc~e the 

superjnteodent of pub) jc instrw;tiooe local school 

djstrjcts. and gthe£ guhljc and priyate ageocie$ that have 

an jnterest jn or jnfluence upon the srhool: 

f51 pursue a program of jntorgatjop for parents• 

professjona]s, and the gengral ~tblic,• 

s~ction 12. Section 20-8-116• MCA, is a.ended to read: 

"20-8-116. Employment place•ent effleer----dH~ == 
coot i nu j o g educ a 1: jon. 115-elllp.J.~ftt!-p-1-aei!!llttft't!- ef f i ees v i t: 

she+f-~e-h+~-du~y-~o fll The supBrintendent shall gather and 

~eco~d sueh data and statistics to help hie loca~e suitable 

employment foe ~~ ~ deaf£ and ha~d-of-hearing per~ns 

not in attendance at said school or for those who have been 

tr~ined by the depart~nt of sociQl dOd ~ehabilitation 

~e~vic~s wh~n it so requests such assistance. He shall 

consult with various c~unty, state, and federal agencies and 

with the department of social and rehabilitation services to 

se~u~e employment for self-sustaining pecsons. He shall 

coordindte his. work with such federal agencies as social 

security and reemployaent for those out of workt as required 

-9-
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ttftOer--t:hTs-J-ow b)' thjs part. 

l.Zl The $yperjntsndept NY• wjtbin fupsUng 

ljajtatjons. deyelgp and otter coptlqyjog edycatjpo pcggraas 

of a yocatjooat nature for the yi£ua11y jepaired and boarlng 

jepaired that use tbft caepus and facjlitjes of the scbppl 

dswjog the sywmer J10r¢ha amt other t:jMes •ben the scboo)"s 

facjlities are not bejng used by it• stydftnts.• 

NEW SECTION. Section 13. Co..unicatiO~S skills 

required o~ certain employees. (1] Each per•anent e~loyee 

of the school who works with deaf children or works for or 

with a fellow e•ployee who is deaf must acquire accep~able 

total communications skills by the end of his first year o~ 

employment. 

C2} Acceptable to~al coaaunications skills eust be 

determined by the superintendent and a deaf adult of his 

choice, Hho together shall design an objective test of 

receptive and expressive total coamunication skillst which 

111Ust ~e taken by each employee referred to in subsection 

(l)o 

(3) Upon request to the board of public education by 

the supe~intendenty an exception to this requirement •ay be 

illade for an employee not wockin!:::l dir-ectly wit.h deaf 

chi 1 ciren. 

NEW SfCllt1~. S~ction 14. Repealer. Sections 2Q-8-114, 

20-n-115, and Zo-5-117 through 20-8-119, HCA• a~e repealed. 

-10-
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1 NEW SECTION. Section 15. Codification instruction. 

2 Section 13 is intended to be codified as an integral part of 

3 Title 20• chapter a, pa~t 1. 

-End-
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STATEMENT OF INTENT 1 superintendent and one deaf adult., and it •ay reserve the 

l SENATE BILL 158 z right to grant waivers from its policy. 

3 Senate Education and Cultural Resources ComMittee 

... 
5 Sections 3 and 5 of the bill delegate ruleMaking 

6 authority to the Board of Public Education. The board has 

7 already adopted rules in these areas of procedures for 

8 admission to the School for the Deaf" and 81 ind 

9 (ARM 10.61.201) and of transfers into another educational 

10 placement (ARM 10.61.204)• The committee would conte•plate 

11 that the board republish these rules. citing the proper 

12 statutory authorities after SB 158 is enacted. The board 

13 wouldt of course. retain the power to a~end these rules in 

14 the future in such •anner as it dee•ed proper for the 

15 gov~rnance of the school. 

16 Section 13 gives the board authority to establish 

17 employment criteria in the area of co.municatlons skills for 

18 school staff who work with deaf children. Rules in this area 

19 should recognize that teachers need a high level of skills 

20 such as sign language in order to communica~e to deaf 

21 pupils 9 while some cus~odial or administration eBployees •ay 

22 be able to work well for the school with a lower level of 

Z3 communications skills. The board should establish a 

24 relatively informal procedure for establishing compliance 

Z5 with its criteria., such as certification by the 

S E C 0 N D 
-z-

R E A D I N G se 15~ 
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App. by comm. on education 
and cultural resources 

SENATE BILL NO. 158 

INTRODUCED BY B. BROWN 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: •AN ACT TO GENERALLY REVISE THE 

LAW GOVERNING THE MONTANA SCHOOL FOR THE DEAF AND BLIND; 

AMENDING SECTIONS 20-8-101, 20-8-102• 20-8-104 THROUGH 

20-8-lOTt 20-8-lQq THROUGH 20-8-113t AND 20-8-116t MCA; 

REPEAliNG SECTIONS 20-8-114, 20-8-115, AND 20-8-117 THROUGH 

2:0-8-119, MCA.• 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Section 20-8-101, MCAw is a.ended to read: 

•20-8-101. State s~hool for deaf and blind 

independent institution• The school for the deaf and blind, 

fonterly located at Boulder in connection with the Montana 

state training school but transferred before July 19 19~3, 

to the city of Great Falls, shall be known and designated as 

the Montana ~e~e school for the deaf and blind and shall be 

conducted as a separate and independent unit and institution 

of the state of Hontana under the general supervision, 

direction, and control of the board of public educationy 

wi~h--a--~eeel-eMee~t+¥e-boa~-~o-~e-eppo+ftted-+n-~he-aenner 

aft~-~e-have~~e-pewer§~-eti~~~y.-Sftd-~+es-~ran~ed-te-eftd 

~~~+red-ef-~~~-h~ard-by-~he-pro¥+5+&n,_-of--~e-i,-~e3--end 

~9-~s-39~. However, the transfer of that school or any 
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change In the name thereof or in ~he objects or purposes 

thereof •ay not be considered or construed to i•pair or work 

any forfeiture or alteration of any rights, grants, or 

property .ade to or acquired by that school or by the state 

for the use and benefit of that school prior to July 1• 

1943.• 

Section 2. Section 20-8-102, MCA• is amended to read: 

•zo-8-102. Objects and purposes. The Montana s~~e 

school for the deaf and blind shall be a residential and 

boardinq school for children and adolescents who are deaf or 

blind or whose hearing or sight is so defective that they 

cannot be successfully taugh~ and for such reason are unable 

to receive a sufficient or proper education in the public 

schools of the state. The object and purpose of such school 

shall be to furnish and provide 9 by the use of specialized 

methods and systems, an ordinary public school education and 

to teach su~h trades and vocations as will enable children 

attending such school to beCOMe independent and 

self-sustaininy citizens. Increased and additional 

facilities shall be provided from ti•e to ti•e for the more 

thorough and successful training of those who show a special 

aptitude for becolting proficient at such trades or 

vocations. In the interest of economy and increased 

opportunities for vocational education and training and in 

order that pupils may be practically taught such trades and 

-2- SB 158 
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vocatlons 9 so much of all carpentering• p~inting, painting9 

baking, sewing, dnd o~her or similar work necessary to oe 

done tor and in and about the school. as the superintendent 

of the school aay deem practical, shall be done by such 

pupils under coapetent teachers and ~8re.eny-pe~maftefte+y-or 

~e-~e~e~++y ~ial1~ e•ployed for such purpose, and this 

requirement shall apply to both •ale and female pupils.• 

Section 3. Section 20-8-104 9 MCA, is aaended to read: 

•20-8-104. Eligibility of children for admittance. un 

proper application being eade therefor, ~Le~b&d_b~ 

ru1e~ gf tbe bgard of public education• deaf and blind 

children who are not more than 18 years of age residing 

within the state of Montana and nonresident children who are 

not ~re than 18 years of age, who are not mentally 

deficient, dangerously diseased in body, or of confir•ed 

imMorality or incapacitated fOr useful instruction by reason 

of physical disability •ay be admitted to such schooJ.• 

Section~. Section 20-8-1059 MCA, is aeended to read: 

•zo-B-105. When duty of parent or guardian of child to 

make application for admission of child -- penalty. (1) 

Every parent9 guardian? or other person having the custody 

or control of any child between the ages of 5 and 18 years 

whose hearing or sight is so defective that such child 

cannot be properly educated in the public schools of the 

state shall ~ake application to the superintendent of said 

-3- SB 158 
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school for ad•ission to such school tor at least 9 ~onths 

during each school year for a period of 10 years, unless 

such child is being taught in a private school or in a 

similar institution in another state which afford~ such 

child an education to the sa.e extent as such child can 

receive in the Montana s~e~e school for the deaf and blind 

or unless such child be found 9 for any reason. to be 

ineligible to ad•Ission to such school. If such child is 

being taught in a pri~ate school or in a similar institution 

in another state• such attendance •ust be for at least 9 

months in each year for 10 years. unless su~h child shall 

arrive at the age of ~4 !A years or shall have become 

self-sustaining 

period. 

before the expiration of such 10-year 

(2) The failure of any parent. guardian. or other 

person having the custody or control of any blind or deaf 

child to co•ply with the provisions of this section shall be 

deemed a misdeMeanor and punishable by a fine of not less 

than 55 or .are than 525 for the first offense and not less 

than SZ5 or more than S50 for each subsequent offense. Upon 

conviction of any parent? guardian. or person having custody 

or control of any such child of a fai1ure to COMply with the 

provisions of this section• the court in which such 

conviction is had shall enter in its docket an order 

directing such pdrent. guardian. or other person to comply 
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of this section within 10 days with the provisions 

thereafter and shall deliver a copy of such order to such 

parent, guardian, or other person." 

Section 5. Section Z0-8-106t MtA, is a•ended to read: 

"20-8-106. Duration of attendance at 

t~i£1L• LLl Every child admitted to such school 

school 

shall be 

entitled to attend such school until reaching the age of ll 

years unless the board of public education and 

superintendent determine that attendance at the school will 

not benefit the child, provided that nothing in this section 

shall be construed so as to prevent the suspension or 

expulsion of any child at any time for insubordination or 

other cause deemed good and sufficient by the board of 

public education and superintendent. 

{ll Trao~eL__gf__a student fro• the_~~ to another 

e~ational nlacement_mu$t be j~LQance wjth rules of 

tb!L~of publ; s;._~ntmu• 

Section 6. Section 20-8-107, HCAt is aMended to read: 

•Zo-8-107. Admission of nonresident children and 

advance pay•ent of cost -- Indian children. (1) Deaf and 

blind children who are not residents of the state of 

Montana, upon application being sade therefor, ~ay be 

admitted to the school, subject to all eligibility 

require•ents prescribed for children •ho are residents of 

the state9 provided that for each such nonresident child 
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there shall be paid to the school in advance a su• of money 

the amount of which shall be deter•ined by a ca~eful 

estimate of the whole per capita cost of •aintaining the 

school during the year iMMediately preceding the date of ~he 

application, and provided fu~~her that no nonresident child 

shall be ad•itted to the school excep~ when the full 

capacity the~eof is not required for children who are 

residents of the state. 

(2) Indian children who are Montana residents and 

wards of the United States shall be eligible to and shall be 

ad•itted to such school on the sa•e terms as residents. ~e 

sehoo+--+o~--~he--dee+--end--b++nd--+,--ftereBy-aB~fteri~ed-te 

eo+fe~-re+mburseme~~-~re.-~fte-~n+~ed-5~a~es-~wer~~--~~ 

ewpen~e~--?fte~~ed-~"-p~+~ft~-~e~+ee~-~or-+"d+en-eh++dreft 

who-are-war~s-~~he-Yn+~d-5~e~es-go•e~n.en~·· 

Section 7. Section 20-8-109, MCA• is aaended to read: 

•zo-8-109. Ti~e of regular school ter•• The regular 

term of school shall ~~~n--en--~he--~eeond--Me~dey--of 

SepteMb@r---en~--efe~e--on--~fte--seeond--Weftnesda1--of--dHne 

+e+~ew+ngy-prewfded-~het-~he-s~pertn~enden~-e~-s~eh--seftoo+• 

w*~~--ehe--eonse~--en~--s~~~we+--~--~he--bea~d--oF-pbb+~e 

efttieft~~e"y-mey-~rew~de-~er-~~e--epeft+~--o~--~e--~eh80+--on 

~"~fter--~~y-~ft~-~er-~fte-e~os~"~-o~-~he-se~-Oft-aft~fter-deyT 

~*eY~~-•ft~~~e-•~r~-~**eft-sh&+~-~e--~OP--e--pe~+ed--o~-9 

_,,, WL<l.LlH.<>tis!JI2-in-l2=1~·. 
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Section 8. Section 20-8-llOw MCA, is amended to read: 

"20-8-110. Property vested in school. All lands 

heretofore granted by the gov@rnment of the United States to 

the state of Montana for the use and benefit of the deaf and 

dumb are hereby set apart and declared to be for the use and 

benefit in perpetuity of the Montana ~~e~e school for the 

deaf and b]indf and all funds ar;sing from the sale or 

leasing of said lands, or any part or portion thereof, shall 

be applied to the proper use and benefit thereofw and ft~~ 

4eft~~&ft5~--~+f-5?--de~~e~y--eP--gren~s--wh+~h--he•e---been 

he.,et, .:tf:ere--et"--.ay--heree~~e ... --he--•ede--hy--l.lftT--pers et"l!-or 

ee.~era~?en-•e-§e+~--$ehoo~ shall vest in the state of 

Montana for the use and benefit thereof.• 

Section 9. 

"20-8-111. 

Section 20-8-111• MCA, is aMended to read: 

Duty of board of public education as to 

property of school. The board of public education shall ~e.e 

•he--~e.er--aft~-_.~-~ftel~-ee-•e~-du~y-~e. ejtheL_directly or 

:1b.r..D.u.gb_~~~ilb._a_ nonprofit cocpoca..t..i.wlJ:. receive• 

hold, ~anage, use. and dispose of eny-aftd-a++ real and 

personal property made over to such board or to the state of 

Montana by purchase, gift, devisey bequest, or otherwise 

acquired and the proceeds, interest, and income thereof for 

the use and benefit of said school. All__dDnatjons. gifts~ 

iJJ!llililiU-2~;mll_tiiJ!il_llJd.Quo POt Qc.._~~I:.-J.i 

l!lllh_U1_ctbe...:;l:bll2L.:obiil~ll..1.n_~_JI!!A!:.ILQL its des i ~ 
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~S-iLY~for tbe~~_Qf_Hgn~~n~· fgr the use and benefit 

llL.tl!Lli.;blllll_;mlLU.:;_llwl~" 

Section 10. Section 20-B-112, MtA• is aMended to read: 

•zo-8-112. Expenditure of school moneys. No moneys 

belonging to the oeaf and blind school fund shall be 

expended for any purpose other than for the Montana s~a~~ 

school for the deaf and blind 9 and any •oneys belonging to 

any fund or funds which may be hereafter created for such 

school shall be expended for the express purpose designated 

in the act or acts creating such fund or funds and for no 

other purpose.• 

Section 11. 

•20-8-lB, 

Section 20-8-113 1 KtA• is amended to read: 

•e~•~~fte•-----du~es------ outjes __oL 

superintendent of school for the deaf and blind. The 

superintendent of the Montana school for the deaf and blind 

*s-hereey-a~•her~e~-~o-edd-tu-ft+s-~Pe5en~--da~+e~--~fte~--e~ 

~~~+n~-a~--ee.&+fted-~~+oyme"~-~~eee~ft+-of~~ee~-dnd-~ehco+ 

f~~~-we~fte~~eM~A•+~y-~o~~he-seke-of-eeeno•y-+n-order-~e 

5e•-w~•h+s-o~f+ee-end-apere~-~eae-un~++-sHeh--~T~-o,--+n 

h+s---e~~nTen---ew+denee---we~en~s--emp~eY*ftg--a--pe~~-~+me 

empleyMen~-e~~~er-end-seho~--~e+d--wo~ke~--and--per~-t+•e 

+n~~~ae~or• ~li 

( 1) admj nj n_u:_:tbL-Q.t.O.g(a•s and iu.od.lons of .-tb.ii 

~~bDAl_~tbln_tb£_gujdelioe5 of statutg~_ynder poJjcjes 

~J:!il!il;tiluuLII.x~.!LtllliiJ:lLPf 11ubl .U: educa tillru. 
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(21 prepara__and__subwit reports, su .. arjes. and other 

lnf.Dua.t.UW_UUIJlfillli...JlX-tbL.tul.iiC.d~ 

.Lll--~UIL.aluLPJLUY.L-R.CPfe ss j goal and techQkaJ. 

~acts that wilJ._cgotribute i oformat jon and guj dance 

t.a.a.ts:L.effetli~e~~l.kl.eot ogecat i p!l.,_Qf_tJ:la school; 

U.L..-.aain:tal!Lef.fect; j ye 1 i aj son bet.wf:il.O_t..bJL~~~ 

Jill.ll!ILlo.ttil.Wult of pybljc instryctjon, ~1 $ChQQl 

~£lets• and other pyblic and prjyate agencies that~ 

aJLln.Ut:a..U_l.o_g_LJ.Dll1u:DCe UQOD the $Cboo) j, 

151 purs~ a program of jnfoc•atio~ parents. 

~~Lgoa~_and_.the general public.• 

Section 12. Section 20-8-ll6t HCAt ls aMended to read: 

•zo-8-116. Employ•ent place.ent of~+ce~----~u~es == 
'201lowing edu~tl2n· •§-e~~&ymefte--p~eee.e~-o~fTeer.--+t 

~ha++-be~s-du*y-~o fll The syperinteodent shall gather and 

record ~ueh data and statistics to help hi• locate suitable 

e•ployment for §~ft ~ deaf1 and hard-of-hea~ing pe~sons 

not in attendance at said school or for those who have been 

trained by the depart~nt of social and rehabilitation 

services when it so requests such assistance. He shall 

consult with var;ous county, state, and federal agencies dnd 

with ~he department of social and rehabilitation services to 

secure employ•ent for self-sustaining persons. He shall 

coordinate his work with such federal agencies as social 

security and reemployment for those out of work, as required 
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~nder-~hTs-+aw AX thjs part• 

LZl--lhe_--~&Lloteodent may. wjthjp funding 

li.ai.Ull~~lllilJI_aruLJ!ti=-.l;llD.timlill9-"ducat; 1 on 11rog LU.li 

gf_~~g~Lgnal_oasure tor the yisually i•paL£eQ_and hearing 

iiiPaluuL..tlliiL..w;jLt;bLJ;jllli!!I~!Lf~.tils of t:be scbool 

duLing the ~L-mgnths and gtbeL_tLWe$ when the scbopl•s 

~ljties are_oot bejog u~_bv its student~• 

HEW SECTION. Section 13, Coamunications ski l1 s 

required of certain employees. (1) Each per•anent employee 

of the school who works with deaf children or works for or 

with a felloN employee who is deaf must acquire acceptable 

total co••unications skills AS_f&ESL&IBEQ BY THE BOASD OF 

fUQLlL_~&I~ by the end of his first year of e•ployMent. 

t~t--Aeeep~a~+e--~e~a+--ee~+eat~eft$--~k+~+~---~~~-0~ 

~e~~~e4-&y-ehe-~~p~~ft+endent-end-e--deaf--adu+~--o#--h+s 

eh~eey--who--~e§e~~e~--sha~--~es+~n--eft--ebjeet~¥e-~es~-o~ 

reee~~+¥e-and-express+ve-~o~a+-com.~n+ea~+en--sk+~~~y--wh+eh 

MUs~--be--~sken--fty--@eeft-e~+8yee-~e~e~red-~o-Tn-sUbseetTon 

t~t· 

t~t~ Upon request to the board of publ lc education 

by the superintendent, an exception to this require~ent may 

be made for an employee not working directly with deaf 

chi 1 dren. 

~~tlletia Section 14. Repealer. Sec~ions 20-8-114, 

20-8-115., and 20-8-117 through 20-8-119, fiiCAt are repealed. 

-10- SB 158 
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1 HEti_5£~QNa Section 15. codification instr-uction. 

2 Section 13 is intended to be codified as an integral part of 

3 Title 20• chapter s, part 1. 

-End-
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STATEMENT OF INTENT 

SENATE BILL 158 

Senate Education and Cultural Resources Committee 

Sections 3 and 5 of the bill delegate rule•aking 

6 authority to the Bodrd of Public Education. The board has 

1 al~P.ady adopted rules in these areas of procedures for 

8 adfnission to the School for the Deaf and 81 i nd 

q CA~~ 10.61.201) and of transfers into another educational 

10 placement (AF.H IO.hl.20~)• The comMittee would conte•plate 

11 that the board republish these rules, citing the prop~r 

12 sta~u~ory authorities after SB 158 is enacted. The board 

11 would, of course. retain the power to amend these rules in 

14 the future in such •anner as it dee•ed proper for the 

lS governance of the school. 

1'> Section 13 qives the board authority to establish 

17 employ•ent criteria in the area of communications skills for 

18 school staff who work with deaf children. Rules in this area 

19 should recognize that teachers need a high level of ~kills 

20 such as sign lanquage in order to communicate to d~af 

21 pupils, while some ~ustodial or administration eaployees may 

22 bP. able to work well for the school with d lower level of 

23 com~unications skills. The board should est.abl ish a 

24 relatively infonnal procedure f.,;,r est.:abJishi ng compliance 

2~ with its criteria, such as certification by the 

1 

z 

58 158 

superintendent and one deaf adult• and it may reserve the 

right to grant waivers from its policy. 

-z-
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SENATE BILL NO. 158 

INTRODUCED BY 8. BROWN 

A BILL fOR AN ACT ENTITLED: •AN ACT TO GENERALLY REVISE THE 

LAW GDVE•NING THE MONTANA SCHOOL FOR THE DEAF AND BLIND; 

A14ENOING SECTIONS Z0-8-101• 20-8-102, 20-8-104 THROUGH 

Z0-8-107 1 Z0-8-lOq THROUGH 20-8-113, AND 20-6-116• MCA; 

REPEALING SECTIONS 20-8-11~• 20-8-11St AND 20-8-117 THROUGH 

Z0-8-119• MCA.• 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Section 20-8-101, MCA, is amended to read: 

"20-8-101. State school for deaf and blind 

indevendent institution. The school for the aeaf and blindw 

former1 y located at Boulder in connection with the Montana 

st~te traininq school but transferred before July 1 9 19~3. 

to the city of Great Falls, shall be known and designated as 

the Montdnd sta~e school for the deaf and blind and shall be 

conducted as a separate and independent unit and institution 

of the ~tate of ~on~ana under the general supervision, 

direction. and control of the board of public education• 

w~~A--a--~e~~-e~ee~t~ve-~e~~-to-be-eppo+nt~d-~n-the-me""er 

~nd-~e-heve~~e-p&we~§~-&Ht~~·~yy-snd-du~+es-g~an~e~-to-end 

~~·Pe~-e#-.~~~~~d-~y-the-prov?~~Oft§--of--~B-~§-39,--en~ 

i9-i!51-38.,. However, the transfer of that school or any 
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change in the na.e thereof or in the objects or purposes 

thereof may not be considered or construed to i•pair or work 

any forfeiture or alteration of any rights, grantsw or 

property ~ade to or acquired by that school or by the state 

for the use and benefit of that school ~rior to July l• 

191t3.• 

Section 2. Section 20-8-102, MCA, is amended to read: 

•zo-s-102. Objects and purposes. The Montana s~a~e 

school for the deaf and blind shall be a residential and 

boardinq school for children and adolescents who are deaf or 

blind or whose hearing or sight is so defective that they 

cannot be successfully taught and for such reason are unable 

to receive a sufficient or proper educa~ion in the public 

schools of the state. The objec~ and purpose of such school 

shall be to furnish and provide, by the use of specialized 

methods and syste•sy an ordinary public school education and 

to teach such trades and vocations as will enable children 

attending such school to beco~ne independent and 

sel f-sus·taining citizens. Increased and additional 

facilities shall be provided from ti•e to time for the •ore 

thorough and successful training of those who show a special 

aptitude for becominy proficient at such trades or 

vocations. In the interest of economy and increased 

opportunities for vocational education and training and in 

order that pupils may be practically taught such trades and 

-2- sa 158 
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vocations, so much of all carpentering~ printing 9 painting, 

baking, sewinq 9 dnd other or similar work necessary to be 

done for and in and about the school, as the superintendent 

of the school .ay deem practical• shall be done hy such 

pupils under competent teachers and ~ore.eny-~e~Mene~+y-or 

ee~ererT+y ~~iall~ employed for such purpose, and this 

requirement shall apply to both ~ale and female pupils.• 

Section 3. Section 20-8-104, MCA, is amended to read: 

"20-8-104. Eligibility of children for admittance. Un 

proper application being •ade therefor, ~~~kLLRAd-b~~ 

.r:ul!l.>--llf__lli_llg~uL-'lL..llJLbl jc educatiliO.r. deaf and blind 

children Mho are not more than 18 years of age residing 

within the state of Montana and nonresident children who are 

not more than 18 years of aqe, who are not mentally 

deficient, dangerously disease~ in body 9 or of confir•ed 

immorality or incapacitated for useful instruction by reason 

of physical disability may oe admitted to such schooJ.n 

Section 4• Section 20-8-105, HCA, is amended to read: 

•zo-8-105. When duty of parent or guardian of child to 

make application for admission of child -- penalty. (l) 

Every parent, guardian, or other person having the custody 

or control of any child between the ages of 5 and 18 years 

Nhose hearing or sight is so defective that such child 

cannot be properly educated in the public schools of the 

state shall make application to the superintendent of said 
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school for admission to such school for at least 9 months 

durinq each school year for a period of 10 years. unless 

such child is being taught in a private school or io a 

similar institution in another state which affords such 

child an education to the ~a~e extent as such child can 

receive in the Montana 5~e~e school for the deaf and blind 

or unless such child be found. for any reason, to be 

ineligible to ad11ission to such scnool. lf such child is 

oeing taught in a private school or in a similar institution 

in another state, such attendance ~ust be for at ledst 9 

months in each year for 10 years. unless such child shall 

arrive at: the aqe of ~-~- ll years or- shall have ilec.ome 

self-sustaining 

period. 

before the expiration of such 10-yedr 

(2) The failure of any parent, guardian, or other 

person having the custody or control of any blind or deaf 

child to comply ~ith the provisions of this section shall be 

deemed a misdemeanor and punishable by a fine of not less 

than 55 or •ore than S25 for the first offense and not less 

than S25 or more than S50 for each subsequent offense. Upon 

conviction of any parent, guardian, or person having custody 

or control of any such child of a fail~re to comply ~ith the 

provisions of this section, the court in which such 

conviction is had shall enter in its docket an order 

directing such parent, guardian, or other person to comply 
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of this section within 10 days with the p~ovisions 

thereafter and shall deliver a copy of such order to such 

parent 9 guardian 9 or other person.• 

Section 5. Section 20-8-106~ MCA• is amended to read: 

"20-8-lo&. Duration of attendance at 

tcan~~L· ill every child admitted to such school 

school 

shall be 

entitled to attend such school until reaching tne age of 21 

years unless the board of public education and 

superintendent determine that attendance at the schuol will 

not benefit the child, provided that notning in this section 

shall be construed so as ~o prevent the suspension or 

expulsion of any child at any time for insubordination or 

other cause deemed qood and sufficient by the boa~d of 

public education and superintendent. 

tiL-lL<lllll.itl:-2L-LStudeot...fL2m_~s;.Ww.LtJlJDlltlle.C 

e~allooal.~.llllliUii...llli.U-.lllLiiL=Uiance w i 1lL.. ryl es of 

tblL.Il!blt:ILilL.QllllliLwlw:.a!.Utna • 

Section b. Section 20-8-107, MCA, is amended to read: 

"20-8-107. Admission of nonresident children and 

advance payment of cost -- Indian children. (1) Oeaf and 

blind children who are not residents of the state of 

HontdOd• upon application being made therefor, may oe 

ddmitted to the school, subject to all eligibility 

requirements prescribed for children who are residents of 

the state, provided that for each such nonresident child 
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there shall be paid ~o the school in advance a su• of money 

the amount of which shall be determined by a careful 

esti~ate of the whole per capita cost of Maintaining the 

school during the year i•mediately preceding the date of the 

application. and provided fu~the~ that no non~esident child 

shall be ad~ai tted to the school except when the ful 1 

capacity the~eof is not required fo~ child~en who a~e 

residents of the s~ate. 

(2) Indian children who are Montana residents and 

wards of the United States shall be eligible to and shall be 

admitted to such school on the sa•e terms as residents. ~he 

sen&e+--~er--~he--ftee~--snft--b++ftd--+s--hereby-aa~hor+eea-~o 

ee+Jee~-re+mh~rseme~~-~rom-~fte-~n+~ed-S~a~es-~Yernae~--~o~ 

e•p~n~es--+ne~~~-~ft-~~+~~ft~-~e~+ee~-fer-+n~+eft-eh++&reft 

w~o-~e-wdr~-of~ft@-~ft+~e~-S~e~es-go¥e~nmen~·· 

Section 7. Section 20-8-109• MCA, is amended to read: 

•zo-8-109. Time of regular school term. The regular 

term of school shall ~~~n--eft--~he--seeen~--Wednesdey--o~ 

5~~eme~r---enft--e+~se--on--~he--~eeoftd--Weftnesdey--o•--d~ne 

fo++ow+ng.-pre•+d~~-~he~-~he-sapertneenden~-o~-saeh--schoo+• 

w+~ft--~he--eensen~--end--epprewa+--~--~he--bee~d--o~-p~b+Te 

eft~e&~~eny-mey-~¥evfd@-fer-~fte--e~en+~--of--~e--~eh&e+--e" 

ofte~her--day-end-for-~he-e+as+n~-of-~h~-ssme-en-aft&~fter-d&yy 

~~e¥+~e~-~fta~-~~e-~e~m-f*•e8-5ha++-be--•or--e--pe~+od--of--9 

Meft~h~ lle_a~-D.co~a~a-in-Z2=l=l2l•" 
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Section 8. Section 20-8-llOt KCAt is amended to read: 

•20-8-110. Property ves~ed in school. A 11 lands 

heretofore granted by the gov~rnment of the United States to 

the state of Montana for the use and benefit of the deaf and 

dumb are hereby set apart and declared to be for the use and 

oenefit in perpetui~y of the Montana s~e~e school for the 

dP.af and blind, and all funds arising from the sal~ or 

leasing of said lands, or any part or portion thereof, shall 

be applied to the proper use and benefit thereof• and e~+ 

~a~eft5T--~·~~5T--dev•5esy--er--g~"~~--wh+eh--heve---been 

here~e~ere--er--.ey--fte~ee•~-.--ee--eede--ey--sny--pe~on-or 

eer~~a•~en-~e-~~d--sehoo+ shall vest in the state of 

Montana for the use and benefit thereof•" 

Section 9, Section 20-8-lllt MCA• is amended to read: 

•zo-0-111. outy of board of public education as to 

property of school. The board of public education shall ha•e 

~~e--~ower--aft6--+~-~e~~-~e-~~~-~~~y-~o~~~jrectlv UL 

tbL2~a contra~~ pgnprofjt corp2£~ re~eive, 

hold, manage, use, and dispose of ~ny-and-a+f real and 

personal property made over to such board or to the state of 

Montana by purc~ase, gift, devise, bequest, or otherwise 

acquired and the proceeds, interest, and income thereof for 

the use and benefit of said school. All__gg~s, gjf~s1 

.d.elliHu-2L->U:il!lll-llll.d.e_b.eUI:.e"---'lllL_2Lilf.J&L.lk:t..l!t!.ec...l..t. 

l2BJ~_t2-1b.e_~~22l_~al~~~_QQaL.d_QL_~sjgpee. 
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~~-1LY~1B.e-fDL-lbe_~~1.e-2f HQDtaD~L-f~b.e-~_and_ben.eLLt 

2f_tu.e_~~QQ!_an.a_Lt~-~~~~· 

Section 10. Section Z0-8-112 9 HtA• is amended to r~aa: 

"l0-8-112. Expenditure of school moneys. No moneys 

belongin9 to the aeaf and blind school fund shall oe 

expended for any purpose other than for the Montana ~~8~e 

school for the deaf and blind, and any moneys belonging ~o 

any fund or funjs which may be hereafter created for such 

school shall be expended for the express purpose designated 

in the act or acts creating such fund or funds and for no 

other purpose.• 

Section 11. Section 20-8-113 9 MCA, Is amended to read: 

•zo-8-113. *dd?~~n$~-----dat+es------ UUtl~ __ __af 

superintendent of school for the deaf and b I i nd. Tne 

superintendent of the Montana school tor the deaf and blind 

+s-he~eey-a~t~e~+ee~-~e-edd-te-his-p~eft~--d~~+e,--~he~--o~ 

~e~+~-~--eo.&+fte8-e~+eyMeft~-p+aeeme~-effTeer-ond-seheo~ 

~~e~e-we#ke#-~emperer~~r-~e~~he-~ake-a~-eeene•y-+n-order-~o 

5e~-~~-•h•s-eff~ee-8ftd-epe~~-•a~-Hft~++-~Heh--~~M@--e~--Tft 

h+~---op~n~eft---~Tdenee---we~ren~s--emp+oy~nq--a--pe~t-~?me 

~mp+oymen~-oFf~er-end-~ehoa+--~+e~d--we~ker--and--per~-~+•~ 

+ft~~r~e~o~ ~~ 

.!.ll_-.aliJBl.Din.e.t._tbL-I![..Q>Jr ams and filotlillllL-OL.--11l.e 

~boal_•itbio_tbe gujdeljoes gf statute~_undeL policje5 

I!J:e.u;r.llte.,Ul.l!-tlllLIH>~.uLof pub! k-.tl.dilutlii.JU 
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~-RLtRALB--and sub•it report~-~ .. arjesa and other 

iDUlLllliiiiD-Ui~Yilll.elLilX-tb.e...lul.ii.Ld.L 

.Ul--ellAillillLillliLII!IUIIL-llJ:lWl.U i onal and ~Dl.u.l 

~Dt4~~~--Ml11--~ntrjbyte jnfQLmdtlgo__aad ~uidaoce 

~liia.uLUfetlio.-ao.d.-.efilti.e.nt operatioLJl.Lthe school; 

.L~.l-llai~iJ:L_eLfw;.ti ye 1 j at spa babieJm_~chggl, the 

~LiotcndeDt __ _gf_ __ pybljc jostryction. local s~ 

di~Licts• and other QYbL!G and Qrjvate ag~~~~ 

iUI..latUULiD-RLiDliJU:!KJ:.JUIPD the s~;bwll.l. 

Ul-l>l.ICJOW:--ii--Jl~a.m_of i Df l!LDill~n__Llu._Qjl£..11.~ 

~f~~~Da~_and_tbJ:_general pyb!tc.• 

Se~tion 12. Section Z0-8-116• MCA, is dmended to read: 

"20-8-116. Employment placement &f•+eep----~e~ == 
'g01io~jng edu~ll2D· As-e~~+~yme~-p+eee~~-e+•Teery--T~ 

~ha++-be-h~~-d~~y-~e 111 The superjoteodeot_~ gather and 

record ~~e~ data and statistics to help him locate suitable 

e~ployaent for ~~eh blind1 deaf~ and hard-of-hearinq persons 

not in attendance at said school or for those who have been 

trained by the department of social and rehabilitation 

services when it so requests such assistance. He shall 

consult with various county. state. and federal agencies and 

with the depot·tment of social and rehabilitation services to 

s~cure empl oy•ent for self-sustaining persons. He shall 

coordinate his work with such federal agencies as social 

seciJrity and reemployment for those out of worK. as required 
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~nder-~h+s-+aw hy this part• 

!Zl The ~&Lioteodeot may. wjtbjo fundjog 

limitgti~~~nd offer continujng_~catjon gr~ 

gf_a~~lgaal_aatyLD_for the yis~~~ad bearjag 

lmp~lL~d-~bat-~~tb~ka~l.ls aDd fa~tl§~-gt__t~baQ! 

duclng the ~~c_manths and ptber tjmes when the scbpgl•s 

HEK-~l10Ka Section 13. Co•munications skills 

required of certain employees. (1) Each permanent employee 

of the school who -orks with deaf children or works for or 

with a fellow employee who is deaf •ust acquire acceptable 

total com!Runi cat ions .ski 11 s AL2.&f.s.t.&ltlfQ ay THE BOABQ _Jl£ 

euaLit-EUUCAI~ by the end of his first year of employment. 

t~t--~eee~eh~&--~e•a~--eem.Hft+eet~en~-sk+++s--mKs~-De 

d~~e~M+~e4-hy-~he-s~per+ft~eftdeft~eftd-e--deef--eda+t--e~--hT~ 

eh~eeT--whe---e~~heP--5~e++--&e~+~ft--en--ebjeet+we-~es~-ef 

~eeep~Tye-snd-express+ve-~o~a+-e~ft+eet+on--sk+ifsy--whTeh 

m~~~--~e--t~en--by--eeeh-emp~syee-~efe~~ed-to-~n-sHeseet~eft 

tlot .. 

f3t!2l Upon request to the board of public education 

by the superintendent• an exception to this requirement may 

be made for an employee not workinq directly with deaf 

children. 

~fw_~H~ Section 14. Repealer. Sections 20-8-114• 

20-8-115• and 2Q-8-117 through 20-8-119, MCA• are repe~led. 

-10- 56 158 
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1 HEH-SE~OHa Section 15. Codification instruction. 

2 Section 1'3 is intended to be codified as an integral part of 

3 Tit:l e 20" chopter 6w part 1. 

-End-
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~8th Legislature SB 156 

1 

2 

3 

.. 
5 

STATEMENT OF INTENT 

SENATE BILL 158 

>~nate Education and Cultural Resources Co~aittee 

Sections 3 and 5 of the bill delegate rule.aklng 

6 authority to the Board of Publl~ Education. The board has 

1 already adopted rules in these areas of procedures for 

8 ad•lssion to the School for tha Deaf and Blind 

9 (4~M 10.61.201) and of transfers into another educational 

1~ placeH~nt (A~M 10.61.204)• The cosmittee wauld conte~plate 

ll that the board repub11sh these rules, citing the proper 

12 statutory authorities after SB 15~ is enacted. The board 

13 would. of course, retain the power to amend thes~ rules in 

14 the future in such Manner as it deeaed proper for the 

\5 governance of the school. 

16 s~ctlon 13 gives the board authority to establish 

11 employa~nt criteria in the·area of co•.unications skills for 

18 school ~taff who work with deaf children. Rules in this area 

19 should recognize that teachers need a high level of skills 

20 such us sign language In order to coamunicate to deaf 

ll pupils. while so~ custodial or ddministration employees may 

22 be able to work well for the school Nith a Jower level of 

23 co.-untcations skills. The board should establish a 

24 relatively infor•al procedure for establishing compliance 

25 wit.h its criteria, such as certification by the 

1 

2 

56 156 

superintendent and one deaf adult, and it aa, reserve the 

right to grant waivers fro• Its policy. 
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SENATE BILL NOo 158 

INTRODUCED BY Bo BROWN 

A BILe FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: •AN ACT TO GENERALLY REVISE THE 

L•W GOVERNING THE HONTAHA SCHOOL FOR THE OEAF AND BLIND; 

A"EHDI~G SECTIONS 20-8-101, 20-8-102, 20-8-lO.r. THROUGH 

20-B-107, Z0-6-109 THROUGH 20-8-113, ANO 2D-8-116o HCA; 

REPEAliNG SECTIONS 20-8-114o 20-8-115, AND 20-8-117 THROUGH 

l0-9-1L9• MCA.• 

Bf IT ENACTED 8Y THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

~e~tlon 1. Section 2G-8-101• MCAt is a.ended to read: 

•zo-8-101. State school for deaf and blind 

independent Institution. The school for the deaf and blind, 

tor•erly located at Boulder in connection with the Montana 

state training school but transferred before ~uly 1. 1943, 

to the city of Great falls, shall be known and designated as 

th~ ~~ntana ~~e~e school for the deaf and blind and shall be 

conducted as a se~arate and independent unit and institution 

of th~ state of Montana under the gene~al supe~vision. 

directio~, and control of the board of public educationy 

w+~--e--~8e&~-e~~e~~+V@-hoe~-~-ee-a~~e+~~eft-+n-~he-Meftfter 

end-to-ftave-the-pewe~~?-eath6rft~?-en8-dat+e~-~en~ed-te-end 

requtred-of-that-boerd-by-~he-~rov+~+on~--c+--~8-~5-3e3--end 

~e~s-~9~. However, the transfer of that school or any 
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chan9e In the name thereof or In the objects or purposes 

thereof may not be considered or construed to l•pair or work 

any forfeiture or alteration of any rights. grants 9 or 

property aade to or acquired by that school or by the state 

for the use and benefit of that school prior to July l• 

19~3.• 

Section 2. Section 20-8-102 9 MCA, is amended to read: 

•20-8-102. Objects and purposes. The Montana ~a~e 

school for the deaf and blind shall be a residential and 

bo~rding school for children and adolescents who are deaf or 

blind or whose hearing or sight is so defective that they 

cannot be su~cessfully taught and for such reason are unable 

to receive a sufficient or proper education in the public 

schools of the state. The object and purpose of such school 

shall be to furnish and provide, by the use of specialized 

~ethods and systems. an ordinary public school education and 

to t~ach such trades and vocations as will enable children 

attending such school to beCOII8 independent and 

self-sustaining citizens. Increased and additional 

fa~ilitles shall be provided from time to ti•e for the more 

thorau']h and succ~ssful trdining of thos·.! who show a special 

a~titude for becoming proficient at such trades or 

vocations. In the interest of economy and incrE-ased 

opportunities for vocational education and training and in 

order that pupils •ay be practically taught such trades and 

-2- 58 158 
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vocationst so •uch of all carpe~tering, printing, paintinq, 

baking, sewin9t and other or si~ilar work necessary to be 

done for and in and about the school, as the superintendent 

of the school may deeM practical, shall be done by such 

pupils under coMpetent teachers and ~ore•e"·-~·~fteft~~y-or 

~emp~aPi*y £P§~ja1ists employed for such purpose, and this 

require•ent shall apply to both male and female pupils." 

Section 3. Section 20-8-104, .14CA, is amendec;t to read: 

•zo-8-104• Eligibility of children for ad•ittance. on 

proper application betng Made therefort 4A-DCB~~d-bX-~ 

~ul~~-Qf__ibg __ bgacd__Qf_-RYblic gdy~~~~ deaf and blind 

children who are not more than 18 years of age residing 

withi~ the state of Mon~ana and nonresident children who are 

not ~ore than 18 years of age9 who are not Mentally 

deficient, dangerously diseased in body, or of confirMed 

im•orality or incapacitated tor useful instruction by reason 

of ph~sical disability May be admitted to such school." 

Section •• Section 20-6-105, MCA, Is amended to read: 

•zo-8-105. When duty of parent or 9uardian of child to 

make application for admission of child -- penalty. (l, 

Every parent, guardlant or other person having the custody 

or control of any child between the ages of 5 and 18 years 

whose hearing or sight is so defective that such child 

cannot be properly educated in the public schools of the 

state shall ~ake application to the superintendent of said 

-3- SB 158 
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school for admission to such school for at least 9 •onths 

durinn each school year for a period of 10 years, unless 

~uch c1ild Is being tau9ht in a private school or in a 

simll~~ institution In another state which affords such 

child an education to the saGe extent as such child can 

receive In the ~ontana ~~e~ school for the deaf and blind 

or unless such child be foundt for any reason, to be 

Ineligible to ad•lssion to sucn school. If such child is 

being taught in a private school or in a si•ilar institution 

in an~ther state 9 such attendance aust be for at least 9 

months in each year for 10 y~ars 9 unless such child sha11 

arrive at the age of ~~ lB years or shall have beco.e 

self-sustaining before the expiration of such to-year 

p<?rl odo 

(2) The failure of any parent 9 guardian• or other 

person having the custody or control of any blind or deaf 

child to comply with the provisions of this section shall be 

dee•ed a misde11eanor and punis·hable by a fine of not less 

than $5 or oore than $Z5 for the first offense and not less 

than ~25 or more than S50 for each subsequent offense. Upon 

conviction of any parent. guardian., or person having custody 

or control of any such child of a failure to coMply with the 

provisions of this section• the court in which such 

convictfon is had shall enter in its docket an order 

directing such parent• guardian9 or other person to co•ply 

-4- 56 156 
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llfit"- the provisions of this section -..ithin 10 days 

thereafter and shall deliver a copy of such order to such 

parentt guardian, or other person.• 

Section 5. Section 20-8-106• MCA, is a•ended to read: 

•l0-8-lOb. Duration of attendance at school 

~~D~f~L· Lll fvery child ad•itted to such school shall be 

entitled to attend such school until reaching the age of Zl 

yE"ars unless the board of public education and 

supP-rintendent determine that attendance at the school Nill 

noL ~Anefit the child• provided that nothing in this section 

shall bf'> construed so as to prevent the suspens-ion or 

expulsion of any child at any tl~e for insubordination or 

other cause deeMed goQd and sufficient by the board of 

public education and superintendent. 

Lll-lL.anlleL--<lL-~twle.nt_fLilll-t.lle.._u.llll<lLt"-'IJl<ltlltu: 

e.aucatlQOal_glace.me.ot-mu~be.._Lo_a~LdRnk&--~ltb--Lule.L--Qf 

tne_boaLd_Qf-Uubli~-e.du~atiaua• 

Section 6. Section 20-8-107, MCA, Is amended to read: 

"20-8-107. Admission of nonresident chi 1 dren and 

advance payment of cost -- Indian children. (1, Deaf and 

bJind child~~" who are not residents of the state of 

~ontd1a• upon application being m?de therefor, may be 

ad11i tted to the school, subject to all eligibility 

~Pquir~m~nts prescribed for children ~ho are residents of 

the ~tate. provided that for each such nonresident child 

-~or• SB 158 
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~here shall be paid to the school in advance a su• of money 

the. asount of which shall be deter•lned by a careful 

estiMate of the whole per capita cost of •afntaining the 

school during the year iaaediately preceding the date of the 

appl icatlon, and provided further that no nonresident child 

shall be admitted to the school except when the full 

capacity thereof is not required for children who are 

residents of the state. 

(2) Indian children who are Montana residents and 

wartl5. of the Unit:,>:::J State;-& sh.all be eligible to and sflall be 

ad•ltted to such school on th~ sa~e term$ as residents. fhe 

seft&~--~e~--~Re--~eef--eftd--h++~d--•~--ft&reb~-e~ho~Tred-~ 

ce++eee-¥et~bar~eme~~-f~em-~he-~+ted-5~ete~-~e¥~ft~eft~--f~ 

e~pe~es--+fte~rred-+ft-prow+d+"g-se?Y+ee~-#or-•ftd+eft-eh++dren 

who-&re-w8rds-e~~~e-Yft+~ed-S~e~e~-go•ernMeft~•· 

Section 1. 5ection 20-8-109, HCA~ is amended t~ read: 

"l0-8-109. Time of reqular school term. The regular 

term of school shall &e~+,.,--orr-the--~eeond--Nednesdey--'31" 

5~p~~~b~r---eftd--e+o~e--on--~he--~eeond--Weenesdey--of--~une 

~e+~~~+n~y-pr3v+d~d-~fte~-th@-~uperf"tende~t-of-~aen-~ehoc+~ 

w~~ft--the--~nft~en~--e~d--ep~r~vft+--e~--~ft~--eo~rd--e~-p~b++e 

edue~~+on.-mey-~ro~+de-~or-~h~--open+ng--o~--~he--sehoo+--on 

enotner--dey-end-for-~he-etosfng-of-tfte-~e~e-on-e~etfte~-dey~ 

prew+ded-t"e~-the-~erM-~~xeft~he++-ee--~e~--a--per+ed--ef--~ 

•ontn~ b~-a~-~LU~!deu-lo-ZO=l=JQ!·• 
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•2o-e-uo. 

Section 

Property 

SB 0158/02 

20-8-llOt MCA• is amended to read: 

vested in school. All lands 

heretofore granted by the government of the UnJted States to 

~he state of Montana for the use and benefit of the deaf and 

duab are hereby set apart and ~eclared to be for the use and 

benefit In perpetuity of the "ontana sts~ school for the 

deaf a~d blind, and all funds arising fro• the sale or 

leasing of said lands, or any par~ or portion thereof, shall 

be a~pl ied to the proper use 30d benefit thereofy and at~ 

deftst+~n~·--~+'~~y--dey+sesy--er--~~·n~s--wh+eh--ftev~---h~n 

her~~fore--&P--aey--~e~ee#~e~--&e--•sde--Dy--efty--pe~on-or 

eor~st+on-~o-~a+d--s~oo+ shall vest in the state of 

Montana for the use and benefit thereof." 

Section CJ. 

•20-8-111. 

Section 20-8-111• MCAw is amended to read: 

Duty of board of public education as to 

property of school. The board of public education shall he.e 

~fte-~~•er--~4--+~-she~~-~e-+~~~~r-te£-eL1bcc-di£ectlr or 

tbcougb~ontc~-MLtb_a__ggggrot!t -'OCPQ~Ua receive, 

holct, ~anage 9 use 9 and dispose of en~-ane-e+• real and 

personal property made over to such board or to the state of 

Montana by purchase, gift 9 devise, bequest, or otherwise 

acquired and the proceeds, interest• and income thereof for 

the use and benefit of said school. All__QgQAtLQQ~ft~ 

aelLlse~ .. -RL--!IU!ltl5.-uae....w:tw:h--Rih-ll.!:-ilfUL.I&~.U. 

12113L-to..tlui~J;bRRl-~L.U:.Lill..tlui-IIRJWLIIL..itS-lls:i.iJIWUu 
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aa_tcu~tee_fQL_tbe~-At-~ataaaa-fw:~use_aaa_ncoetit 

af_tbe_s~baol-aDa-i1A-at~ .. • 

S=ction 10. Section Z0-8-112, MCAt is amended to read: 

M20-B-112. E~penditure of school ~oneys. No moneys 

belonging to the deaf and blind scnool fund shall be 

e~penjed for any purpose other than for the Montana ~tete 

scnool for the dea~ and blind, and any •oney5 belonqing to 

any fund or funds which may be hereafter created for such 

school shall be expended for the express purpose designated 

in th~ act or acts creating such fund or funds and for no 

other purpose.• 

Section 11. Section 20-8-113• MCAt is a~nded to read: 

•20-0-113. Add+~+ene+-----~~+es------ !l.lltillli--..m: 

super-inten.Uent 

superi ;1tendent 

of school for the Joaf and blind. The 

of the Montana school for the deaf and blind 

+~-h~eby-e~~aP+re~-to-edd-~e-h+,-~e~~nt--da~+es--~t--e~ 

e~t+n~--es--eo•~+"ed-e•~~~"~-p+aeemeft~-e~f+eer-aftd-seftee+ 

f+e+d-wnrRer-te•pe~er+~y-for-the-~~~e-of-eeen&8y-+n-er~e~-~ 

~et-~-thT~-a~~+ee-en~-epePe~-~.e-~n~•~-~~~--~+Me--n,--+n 

h+s---ep+n+on---e•+d~"ee---•&rrent~--e.~~ey•~--e--~er~t+.e 

~•p+oyMen~-e¥f+~e~-ftftd-,ehoef--¥+~d--•a~ker--end--~aPt~+•e 

Tft~trae~OPT shall& 

Ll.l-J!IIIJ.Dlate.c._tbe__p.LIIQI:.ii.DL-iiJllL_f.uJlUi QDS Qf the 

~bgQl_~hln the gu~~f statute~anA_ug~er policies 

~ceacrl~ea_~~-1be-~Qa£d_Qf_gybliJ;_eau£ALinn1 
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!~1--PCAAa'e--and__AUb•lt-reportsa ~Liess aod otbeL 

iofALmatiDD-~Qu~t~d-b¥-tne-hnaLd& 

L;U-~wblilib_imd-llllllue--l!Uif!Ui~ onal alld__i.~lllliwll. 

~atacts __ tbAt __ till~a~bute informatiop and gyjdao~ 

tllllii.C.lL~f.f~n..anl!Jlllli.llllt. !!llerat.j oo gf thLKlilulll 

1~1--maiotaio_Aff~~-ljajJgp between tbe~1£-tbe 

:Ollg!:llllt.ellllellt.---l!f.-llUillil:--io:Ul:.~ltll.t. 1 gca! schAAl 

llilitd.~:tu_..allJI_-l!ther pub.lJ.I:__jjQlLI!LiltPl:e a gap~; I U-tbill-DAU 

iiJl_.illt!:J:e:Ot..io-l!.L.ioflU!:Ill:£ UDDQ the s<:.il<wll 

!H--I>lln~e-,_~ ,_JlJ:Qll£.ii11--11L.J.otocutlo!L_fiiJ:,,. ,pa~ots"' 

unf.e&&liiDal:.s_.illlll_tne_gaoe.:al_pubii~:•" 

s~ction 12. Section 20-8-116 9 KCAt is amended to read: 

•zo-8-116. Employment placement e~f+ee~----d~~+e~ == 
~atla~lng_~~ati~n· As-e~+ey.e"~--~~eeeaen~--eff+ee~•--+t 

sh&~t-b~-ht~-daty-to ill-Ibe_:oupeLiot&ollellt._Aba11 gather and 

r&cord §~eft data and statistics to help hiM locate suitable 

e~ploy•ent for ~8e~ bliad1 deaf£ and hard-of-hearing persons 

not in attend-ance at said school or for those who have been 

trained by the dep~rtment of social and rehabilitation 

services when it so requests such assistance. He shall 

consult with v~rious county. state, and federal aqencie~ and 

with the department of social and rehabilitation services to 

secure ~Mployment for self-sustdining persons. He shall 

coordinat~ his work with such federal agencies as social 

security and reempl~yment for those out of work, as required 
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~eer-th+~-+a. ~bi~~~LL· 

!l.l_.Jbf:.._-JillPBJ:iDt&ollellt.-r• wiJ:lliiL funding 

llait.atian:.~~Kel21>-.i1Dd-l!f.fB~-~;gQ1lauilla-ellui:.iitiQII_ptpg<a•s 

gf_a_y~~luaal-~tuca_{QL-tbe visyally impaired and hearing 

illPaitell_tnat._y:;e_tbe-,a.QU$_APll_fal:il~ of tbe scnogl 

au~iog __ tQe _ _:.u....:_aoatn~-~Dli~~L-t~-Mbao-tb~blllll!:. 

L3tillti~:>-~J:LDot_b£.iog_u:;~d_b¥-lt.:._:Otullellt.:O&" 

SfH_SfkiiQH• Seetlon 13. Communications skI lis 

requir~d of certain employees. (1) Each permanent e•ployee 

of t~P school who ~orks with de~f children or ~or~s for or 

with a fellow employee who is d~af must acquire acceptable 

total COM•unications skills as_eaf~&~~~--IUf_-BQA~ 

euDLl~_fUU,ALlU~ by the end of his first year of employment. 

f~t--Aeeepteb•e--~e~e~--e&~ft•e~~eftS--~K+•+s--mast-be 

de~erm+"ed-by-~~e-s~pe~+ft~eftdeftt-~-e--de~~--eda+t--o~--hTs 

ehe~~y--whe--te~e~he~--~he++--ae~tgn--en--objeet+ve-~es~-o~ 

~eee~~+•e-e"d-expre,s+we-te~a+-ee~"•~~•eft--~h+++~?--whTeh 

eust--be--teken--by--eeeh-eMp+eyee-refe~~ed-to-+n-~~bseet+en 

tit• 

t3tiZl Upon request to the board of public education 

by the superintendent, an exception to this requirement may 

be ma:'e for an employee not working directly with deaf 

children. 

~t~-Si~Q~1 Section t4. Rep~aler. Sections 20-8-114, 

20-8-115, and zo-s-117 through 20-8-119• MCA, ar~ r~pe~led. 

-10- SB 1~8 



s~ 0158/0~ 

1 ~lW-SftilOaa Section 15. Codification instruction. 

Z Sec~ion 13 is Intended to be codified as an Integral pa~t of 

3 Title ?0• chapter s. part l• 

-End-
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