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IN THE SENATE 

Introduced and referred to 
Committee on Education and 
Cultural Resources. 

Committee recommend bill 
do pass. Report adopted. 

Bill printed and placed on 
members• desks. 

Second reading, pass 
consideration. 

Statement of Intent 
attached. 

Second reading, do pass as 
amended. 

Correctly engrossed. 

Third reading, passed. 
Ayee, 49J Noes, o. 
Transmitted to House. 

IN THE HOUSE 

Introduced and referred to 
Committee on Education and 
Cultural Resources. 

Committee recommend bill be 
concurred in. Report 
adopted. 

Second reading, concurred 
in. 

Third reading, concurred in. 
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Returned to Senate. Sent 
to enroll in9. 

Reported correctly enrolled. 
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~BILLHO·~ 
~ooUCEo BY w/1.? ; 9...4 &£ R,...,..., 
~REQUEST OF THE BOARD OF

4

PUBLIC EDUCATION 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: •AN ACT AUTHORIZING THE BOARD 

OF PUBLIC EDUCATION TO ADOPT RULES FOR ISSUANCE OF DOCUMENTS 

CERTIFYING EQUIVALENCY OF COMPLETION OF SECONDARY EDUCATION; 

AMENDING SECTION 20-2-I21t NCA.• 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Section ZD-Z-lZlo NCAo is aeended to read: 

•2o-2-121. Board of pub)ic educ~tion 

duties. Th~ board of public education shall: 

powers and 

(lJ effect an orderly and uniform syste~ for teacher 

certification, specialist certification and fo~-~he issuance 

of an eatergency author--ization of eBploy•ent by adopting the 

policies prescribed by 20-~-102 and ZD-4-111; 

(2) consjder the suspension or revocation of teacher 

or specialist certificates and appeals fro• the denial of 

teacher or specialist certification in accordance with the 

provisions of 20-~110; 

{3) ad•inister and order the distribution of state 

equalization aid in accordance with the provisions of 

zo--~-3~1t; 

(4) adopt and enforce policies to p~ovide uni~ora 
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standards and regulations for the design• construction, and 

operation of school buses in accordance with· the provisions 

of ZD-10-111; 

(5) approve or disapprove a redUction of the number o~ 

hours in a distri~t•s school day in accordance with the 

provisions of Z0-1-302; 

(6) adopt pol-icies prescribing the conditions when 

school ·•ay be conducted on Saturday and the types of 

pupil-instruction-related days and approval pr-ocedure for 

such days in accordan_ce with the provisions of 20-l-303 and 

20-1-301t; 

(7) adopt standards o~ accreditation~and establish the 

accreditation status of every school in accordance with the 

provisions of 20-7-101 and 2o-7-102; 

(8) approve or disapprove educational aedia selected 

by the supe~intendent of public instruction for the 

educational media libra~y in accordance with the provisions 

of 20-7-201; 

(91 adopt policle• for the conduct of special 

education in accordance with the provisions of 2G-7-402; 

flOl adopt rules for issyaoce gf dpcumeots certifying 

equiya]gncy of completion of sgcgodary educatjoo jn 

accordance with [section 2J; and 

~~Llll perfor~ any other duty prescribed fro• ti•e to 

time by this title or any other act of the legis1ature.• 
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NEH SECTION. Section 2. Equivalency of co•pletion of 

secondary education. The superintendent of public 

3 ins~ruction shall issuee in accordance with the policies of 

4 the board of public education. appropriate docuwentation 

5 certifying that an eligible applicant has satisfied 

6 requiTe.ants for equivalency of completion of secondary 

7 education. Equivalency o£ co•pletion of secondary education 

8 mus~ include satisfactory coapletion of a testing progra~ or 

9 an external dipla.a progra• approved by the board of public 

10 education. 

ll NfN Sft!lON. Section 3. Codification instruction. 

12 Section 2 is intended to be ~odifled as an integral part of 

13 Title 20• chapter 7• part 1, and the proVi$ions of Title 20 

1-\ apply ·to· se~tion 2. 

-End-

-3-



48th Legislature LC 0516/01 

1 

2 

3 

... 
5 

6 

1 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

1 •• 

15 

1b 

11 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

Z't 

25 

App. by comm. on education 
and_c~~tural resources 

~ BILL NO • .L:f£Z_ 

~oout!OD BY z.JJ:i.t • ..R ~ U 'R,.,,,o 
~Y£:REQUEST OF THE BOARD OF PUBliC EDUCATION 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: •AN ACT AUTHORIZING THE BOARD 

OF PUBLIC EDUCATION TO ADOPT RULES FOR ISSUANCE OF DOCUMENTS 

CERTIFYING EQUIVALENCY Of COMPLETION OF SECONDARY EDUCATION; 

AMENDING SECTION 20-2-121• HCAo" 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Section zo-2-121, MCA, is a.ended to read: 

•2o-2-121. Boa~d of public education powers and 

duties. The board of public education shall: 

(1) effect an orderly and uniform syste~ for teacher 

certificationw specialis~ certification and for the issuance 

of an emergency authorizatjon of employ•ent by adopting the 

policies prescYibed by 2D-4-102 and 20-4-111; 

(2) consider the suspension or revocation of teacher 

or specialist certificates and appeals froa the denial of 

teacher or spe~ialist certification in accordance with the 

provisions of Z0-4-110; 

{3) ad•inister and order the distribution of state 

equalization aid in accordance with the provisions of 

Zo-9-341t; 

(4) adopt and enforce policies to provide unifora 
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standards and regulations for the design, construc~ion 9 and 

operation of school buses in a~cordance with the provisions 

of' ZD-10-111; 

C5) approve or disapprove a reduction of the number of 

hours in a district•s school day in accordance with the 

provisions of zo-1-302; 

(6) adopt po1icies prescribing the conditions when 

school may be conducted on Saturday and the types of 

pupil-instruction-related days and approval procedUre for 

such days in accordance with the provisions of ZO-l-303 and 

20-l-30it; 

(7) adopt standards of accreditation and establish the 

accreditation status of every school in accordance with the 

provisions of 20-7-101 and zo-1-102; 

{8) approve or disapprove educational aedia selected 

by the superintendent of public inst~uction for the 

educational media library in accordance with the provisions 

of 20-7-201; 

(9} adopt policies for the conduct of' special 

education in accordance with the provisions of 2G-l-~02; 

flO\ adopt rules for issuance of docyments &ertifying 

equjyalency of comnle;t;jon of secondary gducatjM jn 

accordance with [sectign 2]: and 

~&tilL! perform any other duty prescribed from ti•e to 

time by this title or any other act of the legisl~~ure.• 
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NfH SECIIQN. Section 2. Equivalency of completion of 

secondary education. The superintendent of public 

instruction shall issue, in accordance with the policies of 

the board of public education, appropriate docu•entation 

certifying that an eligible applicant ha5 sdtisfied 

require.ants for equivalency of completion of secondary 

education. Equivalency of completion of secondary education 

must include satisfactory coapletion of a testing progra• or 

an external diplo.a progra• approved by the board of pub1ic 

education. 

NEW SECifON• Section 3. Codification instruction. 

Section Z is intended to be ~edified as an integral part of 

Titl-e zo, chapter 7• part l'f and the provisions of Title 20 

apply to section 2. 

-End-
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STATEMENT OF INTE~T 

SENATE f·ILL 149 

Senate Education and Cultur~l Resources Committee 

• statem~nt of intent is required for this bill because 

6 it deleqates rulemaking authority to the Board of Public 

1 Educat: ion to adopt rules £or issuance of documents 

8 certifying equivalency of completion of secondary education• 

0 ~hil~ the Board has clearly delinedted rulemakinq 

1~ authorjty to adopt standard~ of accreditation and establish 

Ll 

12 

13 

14 

tre a:creditation status of 

authority has only tJ:~en 

stand::trd"!". for documf)nts 

applicdnt has satisfied 

every 5choolr its ruletAaking 

i11plied in the area of setting 

which state that an eligible 

requirements for equivalency of 

lS complation of secondary education. 

1' 't the recommendation of the Administrative Code 

17 [o~mittee. the Boar~ reque~ted legislation specifically 

18 oroviiinq the aoard with the authority to adopt policies for 

19 the issuance of high scho~l eQuivalency certificates and to 

2Q direct thP Superintendent of Public Instruction to issue 

21 those certificates. 

Z? Tne bill qives the eoarJ the express rulematd nq 

2~ authority to adopt rules in the area of high school 

24 eautv~lenc1 certificates. It is contemplated that: 

?5 ( l ) the ~oard's current rules in this area will be 

z 

SB 149 

amended to show proper authority and iMplementation; 

{2) t~e Board ~ay adopt rules required for other types 

of proqr~ms of similar nature. 

-2-
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SENATE BILL NO• 149 

INTRODUCED RY Ho HAMMOND, PEC,, 

e. flROWN, TURNAGE 

BY REQUEST OF THE BOARD OF PUBLIC EDUCATION 

A BIL. FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT AUTHORIZING THE BOARD 

OF PU•LIC EDUCATION TO AOOPT RULES FOR ISSUANCE OF DOCUMENTS 

CERTIFYING EQUIVALENCY OF COMPLETION OF SECONDARY EDUCATION; 

AMEN01NG SECTION 20-2-121, MCA•" 

BE II ENACTED HY THE LEGJSI.ATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Sectior 20-2-121t HCAt is a~ended to read: 

RZ0-2-121. Board of pub1ic education 

Cluti~s.. The board of public education shall: 

powers and 

(1) effect an orderly and uniform system for teacher 

c~rtification, sp~cialist certification and for the is5uance 

of an err1erqency authorization of ert~ployment by adopting th~ 

polici~s pr~scri~ed by 20-4-102 and 20-4-111; 

{2) consider the ~uspension or revocation of teacher 

or snPcia1ist certificates and appeals from tne denial of 

tP~ChPr or specialist certification in accordance with the 

~rovisions of 20-4-110; 

(3) administe~ and order the distribution of state 

eQualization aid In accordance with the provisions of 

20-<)-344; 
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«4) adopt and enforce pol icles to provide uniform 

standards and requlations for the desiqn. construction. and 

operation of school buses in accordance with the provisions 

of 20-10-111; 

(5) approve or disapprove a reduction of the nu~ber of 

hours in a distrlct•s school day in accordance Nith the 

provisions of 20-1-302; 

(bl 

school 

adopt policies 

may be conducted 

prescribing the conditions when 

on Saturday and the types of 

pupil-instruction-related days and approval procedure for 

such days in accordance Nith the provisions of 20-1-303 and 

20-1-304; 

(71 adopt standards of accreditation and establish the 

accreditation status of every school in accordance with the 

provisions of 20-1-101 and Z0-7-102; 

(a I approve or disapprove educational Media selected 

by tt'1e superintendent of public instruction for the 

educational media library in accordance with the provisions 

of 20-7-201; 

( 91 adopt policies for ~he conduct of special 

education i~ accordance with the provisions of 20-7-402; 

L!Dl_aaant __ c~le~--LOL-i~~~~o~e-at_aa~~wents_~~¥iug 

eaui~Jl~C~¥--Cf_~Qmgl~tlgo __ Qf ___ se~QOdaL~-ed~atLQa ___ ia 

~~~QLd~o~e-~itb-L~~~tiao_lJ~-2Dd 

ti~t!lll perform any other duty prescribed from time to 

-2- $5 149 
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time by this title or any other act of the legislature.R 

~f~-5£~llCHA Section 2. Equivalency of completion of 

seco~dnry education. The superintendent of public 

instruction sh~ll issue, in accordance with the policies of 

the board of public education, aporopriate documentation 

certifyinq that an eligible applicant has satisfied 

requ;rements for equivalency of completion of secondary 

education. Equivalency of co•pletion of secondary education 

must include satisfactory completion of ~ testing proqram or 

an external diploma program approved by the board of public 

education. 

~fK-SftiiC~a Section 3. Codification instruction. 

13 Section 2 is Intended to be codified as an inteqral part of 

14 Title 20, chapter lt part 1, and the provisions of Title 20 

15 apply to section 2. 

-End-
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