
SENATE BILL NO. 118 

IN'l'RODOCBD BY 'l'OWB, MOHAR, BERG, CONOVER, REGAN, ECK, 
BLAYr~!, HALLIGAN, VAN VAL!ENBURG, PULLER, CHRISTIABNB 

January 12, 1983 
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IN THE SENATE 

Introduced and referred to 
Committee on State 
Administration. 

Fiscal Note requested. 

Fi•cal Mote returned. 

Committee recommend bill do 
pass as amended. Report 
adopted. 

Bill printed and placed on 
r.:ulmbers • desks. 

Statement of Intent attached. 

Second reading, do pass. 

Correctly engrossed. 

Third reading, passed. Ayes, 
36, Noes, 13. Transmitted to 
House. 

IN 'l'HE HOOSE 

Introduced and referred to 
CortWittee on Natural 
Resources. 

Committee recommend bill and 
Statement of Intent be 
concurred in as amended. 
Report adopted. 

Secon4 reading, concurred in. 

Third reading, concurred in. 



March 28, 1983 

March 31, 1983 

April l, 1983 

April 19, 1983 

Apri.l .20, 1983 

April 21, 1983 

IN TUB S.BNATE 
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Returned to Senate with 
amendments and Statement of 
Intent amended. 

Second reading, amendments not 
concurred in. Ayes, 321 
Noes, 16. 

On motion, Free Conference 
Committee requested and 
appointed. 

Pree Conference Committee 
reported. 

Second readinq, report 
adopted. 

Free Conference Committee 
report adopted by House. 

Third reading, report adopted. 

Sent to enrolling. 

Reported correctly enrulled. 
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INTROOUCEO BY 

~ t'{ 
;;;LL FOR §~E:rJTLEO: A PUBLIC 

HEARING PRIOR TO THE SALE• EXCHANGE• OR TRANSFER OF CERTAIN 

FEDERAL LANDo• 

8E IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF NONTANA: 

Section 1. Sale, exchange, or transfer of federal land 

when hearing required. (I) Prior to the sale• exchange. 

or transfer of land within the boundarlas of the state of 

Montana that i5 owned or controlled by an agency of the 

United States governaent, the co .. issioner of state lands 

lltiSt deter•lne If there would be any i10pact on the 

•anage•ent of state lands or the cost of govern.an~ services 

provided by the state• by any school district. or by any 

county, city, or other local govern.ent unit by reason of 

such sale, exchange, or transfer. 

(2) If the c~tssioner deter•ines there would be an 

adverse i•pact under subsection (1)• he shall hold a public 

21 hearing prior to the occurrence of such sale, exchange, or 

22 transfer In· order to provide opportunity for the expression 

23 of public· senti•ent regarding the proposed disposition of 

2~ ~ederal lando 

25 Section 2. Hearing requfr-nt.s. Any hearing requi·red 
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under [sectloR 1] •ust beheld·ln acountylnvhlchthe 

land involved in the proposed sale• exchange, or transfer 

is located and •ust be held according to procedural rules 

which shall be adopted by the ca..issloner in accordance 

with the Montana Ad•Jnlstrative procedure Act. 

Section 3· Action by co .. l••loner. The co.aissioner 

shall take such action as he .ay consider appropriate• 

consistent with federal- jurisdiction. to address concerns 

and issues raised during the hearing. Such action •ay 

include but is not 1 i•it.ed to: 

(1) the filing of for.al requests for action by the 

approvrlate federal agency that would alleviat• concerns 

expressed at the hearing; 

(Z) the filing of a ~or.al protest to the proposed 

sale. exchange, or transfer. 

Section ~. Codification instruction. SectIons 1 

through 3 are·intended to be codified as an Integral part o~ 

Title 77w chapter 1• part z. and ·the provisions of Title 77 

apply~to sections 1 through 3. 

-End-

I N TRODUCED B 1 L L -z-
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STATE OF MONTANA 
REQUEST NO. 098- 83 

FISCAL NOTE 
Form BD·I5 

In compliance with a written request received __ J_a_n_u_a_r-'y'---1_3_, __ 19 ~ , there is hereby submitted a Fiscal Note 

for Senate Bill 118 pursuant to 'Title 5, Chapter 4, Part 2 of the Montana Code Annotated (MCA). 
Background information used in developing this Fiscal Note is available from the Office of Budget and Program Planning, to members 
of the Legislature upon request. 

DESCRIPTION OF PROPOSED LEGISLATION: 

Senate Bill 118 would require the Conunissioner of State Lands to determine the 
impact of the sale of federal lands on the management of state lands or the cost of 
government services provided by the state or other units of government. The bill 
also requires that public hearings be held in the county of the proposed sale or 
exchange. 

ASSUMPTIONS: 

1) The land offered for sale or exchange will be approximately 40 to 3,000 acres 
in size. 

2) There will be 150 to 200 separate tracts of land offered for sale in each year 
of the next biennium. 

3) Each tract will require an on-site evaluation and preparation of a report. 
4) Every sale or exchange will require a hearing in the county where the land is 

located. 
5) The department will absorb additional clerical costs. 

FISCAL HIPACT: 

Personal Services 
Operations 
Equipment 

TOTAL COSTS TO GENERAL FUND 

CONHENTS: 

.FY 84 
$26,465 
12,375 
3,500 

$41,340 

FY 85 
$26,465 
13,825 

2,500 
$42! 790 

Total costs reflect the costs of hiring a Resource Economist and the necessary 
support services to evaluate the tracts that the federal government intends to sell. 

FISCAL NOTE 4:H/1 

BUDGET DIRECTOR 

Office of ~u~get and ~r9f<w?. Planning 
Date: I \ t 0 __) 
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Approv~d by Committee 
on State Administration 

SENATE BILL NO. 118 

INlROOULED BY TOWE, MOHAR, BERG, COIIOYER, REGAIII• ECK• 

BLAYLOC~, HALLIGAN• VAN VALKENBURG, FULLER, CHRISTIAENS 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: •AN ACT TO REQUIRE A PUBLIC 

HEARING PRIOR TO THE SALEy-EliEHAN6h UP. TRANSFER OF CERTAIN 

FEDERAL LANDo• 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section la Saley-exeftangey or transfer of federal land 

when hearing required. (lt Prior to the saley--exehan~ey 

cc transfer of land within the boundaries of the state of 

Montana that is owned or controlled by an agency of the 

united States government. the com•lssioner of state lands 

must determine If there would be any impact on the 

management of state lands or.a_JllL.AiRitliLilWAt • WJI Ql Iff, oR 

~~llQNAL BESQUR~S QF THE SIAifs__ga__g~ the cost of 

govern~ent services provided by the statet by any school 

district. or by any county, city, or other local governMent 

unit by reason of such sale•-e~efteftge• or transfer. 

(2) lf the comMissioner deter~ines there would be an 

adverse impact under subsection (1) AKD_IH&I NQ HEARIMi_~ 

alltJ_QlWULL BE C.QN!li!CIEQ BY 6 FEQERAL AliJ:fliU.. AfFQROitilLitl£ 

QffQBIUfliiiX EQR EXPRESSIQN Qf pUBLIC DPIK!QfliL_&EG6BQING _ltif 

£&QeQSfD__iALf __ QB__JRANSEER, he shall hold a public hearing 
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prior to the occurrence of such saley-ewehen~e~ or trans~er 

in order to provide opportunity for the expression o~ public 

senti•ent regarding the proposed dlspositlon of federal 

land. 

(3) THE SALE OR TB6HS£fB_Qf E6SEMEN[5 BY AN AGENCY QF 

THE UNITED STAlES GQVEBNMENJ A~Uf-I&ANSFER DE-LAND BY THE 

UNITED $TATE$ TQ THE -1I&IE_QE MONJANA IN SATISFACIIQN DE 

L6fliO_OV~Q To THE STATE £UISUANT JQ JHF ENABLING AtX__lS 

~~-FROM THE QPFRAT!Qfll Qf THIS SftTIQNo 

Section z. Hearing requireMents. Any hearing required 

under [section 1) •ust be held In a county In which the 

land involved in the proposed saley-e.e~eftgeT or transfer 

is lo:ated and must be held according to procedural rules 

which shall be adopted by the co••issioner in accordance 

with the Montana Ad~lnis~rative Procedure Act. 

Section 3. Action by co••issioner. The co .. issioner 

shall take such ac~ion as he may consider appropriatey 

consistent with ~ederal jurisdiction, to address concerns 

and iss~es raised during the h~aring. Such action may 

include but is not limited to: 

fl} the filing of formal requests for action by the 

appropriate federal agency that would alleviate concerns 

expressed at the hearing; 

(21 the filing of a formal protest to the proposed 

saley-eMehaft~y or transfer. 

-z- 58 118 
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Section ~. Codification instruction. Sections 1 

through 3 a~e intended to be codified as an Integral part of 

Title 11o chapter 1o part z, and the proVIsions of Title 77 

apply to sections 1 through 3. 

-End-

-3- SB 118 
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STATEMENT OF INTENT 

SENATE SILL 118 

Sll 116 

~ A state.snt of Intent is required for this bill because 

5 section 2 delegates authority to the ComMissioner of State 

6 Lands to adopt rules governing the procedure for holding 

7 publi~ hearings concerning the sale. exchange. or transfer 

6 of c&rtaln federal land. It is the intent of the legislature 

9 that the content of notice to interested parties be similar 

10 to th~t required under 2-4-601 for contested cases and be 

11 published in at least one newspaper generally distributed in 

12 the area of the proposed disposition of federal land. Other 

13 procedural requirements should be kept as simple as possible 

14 in order to provide the Maxi•u• opportunity for public 

15 response to the proposed federal action. 
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SENATE BILL NO. 118 

INT~OOUtED BY TOWEt MOHARt BERGt tONOYERt REGA~, ECK, 

BLAYLOCK, HALLIGAN, VAN VALKENBU~G, FULLER, CHRJSTIAENS 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: •AN ACT TO REQUIRE A PUBLIC 

HEARING PRIOR TO THE SALE-r-Eli&H,.NGET OP. TRANSFER OF CERTAIN 

FEDERAL LAND.• 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF NONTANA: 

Section 1. Saley-e.eftengey or transfer of federal land 

when hearing required. (11 Prior to the saley--e~eha~ey 

or transfer o~ land within the boundaries of the s~ate of 

Montana that is owned or controlled by an agency of the 

united States government, the co .. lssionar of state lands 

must determine If there would be any impact on the 

r~anagement of state lands er,a_QN AGRICULILJBALa WILDLIFE. QB 

~Ll~~CES OF THE STATEL-_QB__Q~ the cost of 

government services provided by the state, by any school 

district, or by any county, city, or other local govern.ent 

unit by reason of such saley-eMefteftgey or transfer. 

(2) If the co••lssioner determines there would be an 

adverse impact under subsection (1) ~HAT NO HEAR~~ 

~--~B-Wl~~ CQNQUtlfQ 81 A FEDERAL AGENCY AFFQRDING THE 

DE!DaiUWilX EQR EXPRESSION Qf PUBLIC OPI~Q~_BEGABDING -ltlE 

eBQ~~~_QR _ _IBANSE~R• he shall hold a public hearing 
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prior to the occurrence of such saley-e.ehe~~ or transfer 

In or:ler to pr"vide opportunity for the expression of public 

senti~ent regarding the proposed disposition of federal 

land. 

411 THE SA~lB~-DE EASEMENTS BY AN AGENCI QE 

lUE-UUlJED STATES GOVERNMENT &NO THE TRANSFER QE_L&NQ BY THE 

UMIIEQ STATE$ IO THE STATE Qf MONTANA IN SAIISfACilDK-Df 

LAKD-OWED-ID THE $TATE pURSUANT TO THf ENABLING &Cl IS 

f!~_ERQM THE ppEBATION QF THIS SfCTIONe 

Section 2. Hearing requlre.ants. Any hearing required 

under [section 1] •ust be held In a countw In which the 

land involved in the proposed saley-e~eheft~ey or transfer 

is lo:ated and •ust be held according to procedural rules 

which shall be adopted by the co .. issionar in accordance 

~ith the Montana Ad•fnistrative Procedure Act. 

Section 3. Action by co••issioner. The co.missioner 

shall take such action as he •ay consider appropriate, 

consistent with r@deral jurisdiction, to address concerns 

and issues raised during the hearing. Such action may 

include but is not limited to: 

PJ the filing of formal requests for action by the 

appropriate federal agency that would alleviate concerns 

expressed at the hearing; 

(2) the filing of a formal protest to the proposed 

sale,-exehangey or transfer. 

-2- S8 118 
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l Section ~. Codification Instruction. Sections 1 

2 through 3 are Intended to be codified as an Integral part of 

3 Title 11, chapter 1, part z, and the provisions of Title 77 

~ apply to sections 1 through 3o 

-End-

-3- 58 118 



........................................ APX.tJ .. J.L ... 19 .... ~U ... 

JOINT CONFERENCE COMMITTEE ON 
HOUSE AMENDMENTS TO SENATE BILL NO. 118 

(Report No. 1) 

MR. PRESIDENT AND SPEAKER OF THE HOUSE: 

We, your Joint Conference Committee on Senate Bill no. 118 
met on April 15, 1983, and considered.: 

House Natural Resource Committee Amendments, Statement of 
Intent, third reading copy, dated March 23, 1983, and; 

House of Natural Resources Committe·e amendments to the third 
reading copy, dated March 23, 1983, and recommend as follows: 

That the Senate accede1bHouse Natural Resources amendment, 
Statement of Intent, no. 1, dated March 23, 1983; 

That the Senate accede to House Natural Re.sources Committee 
Amendment nos •. 1, 2 and 3, dated March 23, 1983; 

That the House recede from House Natural Resource Committee 
amendment no. 4, dated March 23, 1983; 

That the reference copy of Senate Bill No. 118 read as specified 
in the CLERICAL INSTRUCTIONS; 

And, that the Conference Committee Report on Senate Bill No. 118 
be adopted. 

CLERICAL INSTRUCTIONS: 

1. Page 2, line 19. 
Following: "and" 
Strike: "IN THE NEAREST METROPOLITAN AREA (BILLINGS, 
GREAT FALLS, MISSOULA, HAVRE, BOZEMAN, KALISPELL, BUTTE) 
IF SUFFICIENT PUBLIC INTEREST IS SHOWN, AND" 

FOR THE SENA:TE: FOR THE HOUSE: 

Ream, Chairman 

::f0v ~aJSU I 
Jensen • 

nlwe 
· ';;J;..E PUB. CO. 

Mueller 

Chairman. 

Helena, Mont. 



HOUSE NATURAL RESOUCES AMENDMENTS 
STATEMENT OF INTENT TO SB 118 
March 23, 1983 

1. Statement of Intent, line 11. 
Following: "one" 
Insert: "regional" 
Following: "newspaper" 
Strike: ''generally'' 

HOUSE NATURAL RESOURCES COMMITTEE AMENDMENTS TO SB 118 
March 23, 1983 

1. Page 1, line 22. 
Following: "HEARING" 
Insert: "or public meeting" 

2. Page 1, line 25. 
Following: "TRANSFER," 
Insert: "and that further public input would be desirable," 

3. Page 2, following line 4. 
Insert: "(3) If a hearing will be conducted by a federal agency on 

the proposed sale or transfer of federal land within the state, the 
commissioner shall require the attendance of a representative of 
the department of state lands for the purposes of fulfilling the 
requirements of [section 3]." 

Renumber: subsequent subsection 

4. Page 2, line 13. 
Following: "and" 
Insert: "in the nearest metropolitan area (Billings, Great Falls, 

Missoula, Havre, Bozeman, Kalispell., Butte) if sufficient public 
interest is shown" 
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STATEMENT Of INTENT 

SENATE BILL 118 

SB 118 

4 ~ statement of intent is required for this bill becduse 

5 s~cti~n 2 delegat~s authority to the Com~issioner of Sta~e 

6 Lands to adopt rules governing the procedure for holdinq 

7 puolic hearinqs concerning ~he salet exchange, or trdnsfer 

B of certain federal land. It is the intent of the Legislature 

q that t~e content of notice to int~rested parties be similar 

to to th:"'t r~quired under 2-4-601 for contested cases and be 

11 publi~hed in at least one Rf~lUtiAL newspaper ~e~e~a++y 

12 distriouted in the area of the proposed disposition of 

13 feder~l land. Other procedural requirements $hould be kept 

14 as si~Jle as possible in oraer to provide the maximum 

1~ ooportunity for public response to tne proposed federal 

16 action. 

R E F E K E ~ C E B I L L 
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SENATE BILL NOo 118 

INTRODUCED BY TOWE• MOHA~• BERGt CONOVERt REGA~• ~CKt 

~LAYLQCKt HALLIGAMt VAN VALKENSURG• FULLER, C~RISTIAENS 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED! •AN ACT TO REQUIRE A PUBLIC 

H~ARI~~ PRIOR TO THE S•LEy-E~eHA~6EY uR TRANSFER OF CERTAIN 

FEDER~L LAND.• 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

~~ction t. Saley-exehen~ey or transfer of federal land 

wn~~ n~aring required. (1) Prior to the saley--e~he"qey 

or transfer of land ~ithin the boundaries Of the state of 

~~ntan3 that is owned or controlled by an agency of th~ 

united ~tat~5 government, the commissioner of state lands 

must deter~ine if there would be any impact on the 

manarr~m~nt of st.ate 1 ands 01"'£_!J.!j_&1i&l!.UL.IUB.A.L.&-W!J."QL.l~ 

·al~e;~IlQ~AL-B~~DU&~Of-IUf-_S!AlfL__QR __ Q~ the cost of 

government serYiEes proVided by the state• by any school 

distri~t 9 ~r by any county, city. or other local government 

u~it bf r~ason of such saley-e~ehen~ey or tr~nsfer. 

(2) If ~he commissioner determines there would be an 

a~v~rs~ impact under subs~ction (l) A~O-IH!l-~D-~fARl~--0& 

eUaLl~--9EEIIU~--H&S __ al~-OB-~lLL-ef_~OHUU~lEQ_al_A_ftQ~AL 

!~f~kl-AfE~&Ol~~_I~f_affD&IUHl!I-fOB--E!f&~SSl~--OE--f~L!~ 

Ofl~lQ~ __ BfGABQlNG--l~f--fBOfOSEQ-iALE_Q&_IBtHSEEBt ~~l~AI 
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EUBitiE&_fUDLl~-lHfUI_~OUL~af-O~~Aa~L he shall hold a 

public hearing prior to the occurrence of such saley 

ew~~ft~~ey or transfer in order to provide opportu~ity for 

the expression of public sentiMent regarding the proposed 

dispo"ii t:ion of federal land. 

Lll __ lf-A-~f6&l~-WlLL-~-tONOUtrfO-aX-A-EEUEBAL-AGEU~ 

DH_ItlE_f&OfOSED-~Lf_O&_IB~SE~B-Of_fEQE&!L-L~D WIIHIN -1~ 

~IAIE1--Itif __ tO~~lSSl0HfB--itl!LL-BEQU1Bf_IUf_61IfHOAHC~-Df-' 

&EeBESEHI!Il~-~f_IUf_OfeARIHEHI--DE--SIAIE--L~~g_-1~ 

fU&fUSE~-Qf_fULElLLlHG-I~f-&fQUl&fHEHIS-DE-lSfkilQH-~s 

t~tL~l--IU~--~ALE-DB-IBANSEfR-Of_EASf9E6I~~-AGEU~ 

OE_I~E-U~llEO-SIAif~-SQ~f&H9EHI-ANU_ItlE-lB~SEf&_Df_L!HQ __ al 

Itlf_U~li~O-SIAifS_IQ-IUE_5IAif_Of_~QNIANA-ltt-iAILSf!£Il~af 

~6~0--0~~U--IU--IUE _ _5IAif __ fU&~A~-IQ_IU~UAaLl#G ACT IS 

fXE~f!_E&U~-1~~-QffBAilQN-DE_I~-SEL~ 

~~ction z. Hearing requirem~nts. Any hearinq required 

u~aer [section 1] ~ust be held in a county in which tne 

l~nd involved in the oropo5ed saley--e~ehen~ey or transfer 

;, located an~ lN_Itlf-~E6B~I-HfiROfULli6~-AKEA-~lLLl~~ 

~Rf!I_E!~LS1-~l~~QULA~-~A1Rf1_aQLE~!H~-~AL1SffLLL-aYIIfl--lE 

~UEEl~lf~I-_fUaLl~--ltlifafSl __ l~--StlUW~1--&~Q must be held 

according to orocPdur~l rules which shall be adopted by the 

corniTI is ':i i one r in accordance with t~e l'lontana Admi ni strati ve 

Proc~d1re A.c't. 

~:ection 3. ,iction bv c"Jmmissioner. ThP commissioner 

-2- ~8 ll~ 
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Shijllll take 'iUCh act.il')n as he "'ay consider appro:Jriate• 

2 cons.istent ~ith federal ju.risdictiory, to address concerns 

) .~" '~ ~~~ "£til'!" <1~1.1'1? "~ -'!~~~,. ~~ .. -~~;!!" .• ~, 
.~ .~~~\ti-.f,;S ;':'~,};.Jot ... ~~ 

? ,•#fl .~~.,v~iftl9'1""•• ·~ •V •* 
-~ .~i>P-~~ ·f~•f• .·.~ ·~ ~ fl ... Mf,p,ci5Nat!,& 

.~~".e; ·~-,~~IJ!9· 
,, 
.. ,HI: ~t#.M,-M.>ff..., .~~ ,ag .._. 61'JI•W 

·""' . ., ••• ~.!'!!".~~·, ., ·-~-"~'~'· 
10 Se.;~lon 4. t9c;)lf;c:;~tipn ~-q.5~nacti 09~ s~~ttons 1 

H thro"ah.l ;ore i~tel'l~~.to .Iii" f'Od!f'1'!4 .~·~· ~.lnte9r111 J!'"{t .~f 

ll TIUe 11. ch"o!:er 1. p;o~t. z, an<J tfle provi~IQnS ~f Title H 

U apply t.o "!!HI on• 1 ttJ.r•>~!lh ~· 

~"""~ 
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CORRECTED SECOND PRINTING 

........................................ ~P.~JJ .. J.~ ...... 19 .... ~ .. ~ ... . 

FREE JOINF CONFERENCE COMMITTEE ON 
HOUSE AMENDMENTS TO SENATE BILL NO. 118 

(Report No. 1) 

MR. PRESIDENT AND SPEAKER OF THE HOUSE: 

We, your Joint Conference Committee on Senate Bill no. 118 
met on April 15, 1983, and considered: 

House Natural Resource Committee Amendments, Statement of 
Intent, third reading copy, dated March 23, 1983, and; 

House of Natural Resources Committee amendments to the third 
reading copy, dated March 23, 1983, and recommend as follows: 

That the Senate accede{bHouse Natural Resources amendment, 
Statement of Intent, no. 1, dated March 23, 1983; 

That the Senate accede to House Natural Resources committee 
Amendment nos. 1, 2 and 3, dated March 23, 1983; 

That the House recede from House Natural Resource Committee 
amendment no. 4, dated March 23, 1983; 

That the reference copy of Senate Bill No. 118 read as specified 
in the CLERICAL INSTRUCTIONS; 

And, that the Conference Committee Report on Senate Bill No. 118 
be adopted. 

CLERICAL INSTRUCTIONS: 

1. Page 2, line 19. 
Following: "and" 
Strike: "IN THE NEAREST METROPOLITAN AREA {BILLINGS, 
GREAT FALLS, MISSOULA, HAVRE, BOZEMAN, KALISPELL, BUTTE) 
IF SUFFICIENT PUBLIC INTEREST IS SHOWN, AND" 

FOR THE SENJ>OTE: FOR THE HOUSE: 

~n 

n'Wwe 
Sy..E PUB. CO. 

Helena, Mont. 

~t<R.~ 
Ream, Chairman . ~ ~- I 

r-J l..u.v uq)~ 
Jensen -

Mueller 

....... ·········· .•....... ' .•............ ' ........................................................ . 
Chairman. 

CORRECTED SECOND PRINTING 
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STATE~ENT OF INTENT 

2 SENATE BILL 118 

1 

4 ~ ~tatement of intent is required for this bill becduse 

~ s~cti,n 2 delegates authority to the Commissioner of State 

6 lands to adopt rules governing the procedure for holdlnq 

puolic hearinqs concerning the sale, exchange, or transfer 

d of certain federal land. It is the intent of the legislature 

q th~t t~e content of notice to interested parties be similar 

ln to tnat r~quired under l-4-601 for contested cases and be 

11 published in ~t least one a=~tlAL newspaper ~e~e~e~~1 

12 distributed in the area of the proposed disposition of 

13 feder~l land. Other procedural requirements should be kept 

14 as si~:~le as possible in oroer to provide the maximum 

15 ooportunity for public response to the proposed federal 

16 action. 

REFERENCE BILL: Includes Free Joint 
Conference Committee Report 
Dated 't•tfl. 8'~ 

s~ \\~ 
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SENATE BILL NO. 118 

IHTkOOUCED ey TOW£• "~AR, BE~G. CONOVER, REGA~• ~tKt 

BLAYLOCK• HALLIGAN• VAN VALKEN8URG, FULLER• CHRISTIAE~S 

A BILL FOR A1< ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT TO REQUIRE A PUBLIC 

HEA~l~G PRIOR Tu THE ~ALEy-E•EH*N6EY OR TRANSFER Of CERTAI~ 

FEIJERI.l. LAND.• 

Bf IT E~ACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF HONTA~A: 

Section 1. Saley-e~he~y or tran~fer of federal l~nd 

~hen hearing required. (1) Prior to the saley--~~~~ft~eT 

or transfer of land within the boundaries of the state of 

~ontana that is owned or controlled by an agency of the 

Uni ter::l States government• the commissioner of state lands 

~ust determine if there would be any impact on the 

•an~geaent of state 1dnds &r~ON 6GRICULTURALL-WlLDLlfE, OR 

Jl.ll3.LA!l.Q!I!L_'i~!iQ!JRCES !Jf THE SIATEo OK Oti the C05t <>f 

~:Jo'lernment services provided by the state, by any ~chool 

distril:t, or by any county, city, or other local government 

uni ... by reason of s.uch sal e.,.-e~ehnPI~..,. or tr.'!nsfer. 

(2) If the commi~sioner determines there ~ould be an 

adV"erse i !ttpact under subsection ( 1) AND IHAT_1i!l_l:jEARING JR 

I?.U!lL.lf.__l1EililiC.....Ji~_ll.ff!Lil1LlllLL !IE C O!m~JU A FE DEBAL 

A!if.:l c.:LAEE!l&lllllli.Jil:_ 0 PP OBI UN! IY fll!L_EAf&f.!i!il.!!tL-ilf._l!J.Jll.lL 

~~-RfliA&Ul~ _ _!HE PROPOSED SALE OR TR~Ef£• AND I~Al 
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EURltlEE PUBLIC INfUl WDULDLBE DESIBEAQ4Er he shall hold a 

pllbl ic h~aring prior to the occurrence of such sal d.,. 

e~~"8ft!e..,. or transfer in order to provide opportunity for 

the exnression of public sentiment reyarding the proposed 

disoosition of federal land. 

LJl __ lE A HEA&l~~_kONQUC!ED BY A FEQERAL AG 0 NCY 

QU_Jtif_f&Q~:;A~_D&_!BANSEER OF FEDERAL LAHD_WITHIN THE 

S!Alf£ _ _1tlf_~OKMISSIQUE&__~L_~l&E !HE ATTENQANCE Of A 

!l.~UE!:I!All'li'-DL!HE PEPABTMEN! ..llf_llAIL-J.AHQL_EQlLJl!f 

eU&e~:;_ur_tuLf~_!tif BEQUIREMENTS_QE~k!IOH-ll£ 

fitl4) THE SALf OR IBA.tiS.FEB QE EUEHf.til.:i BY AN Aizf"ICY 

ULll:if_lJtdTEO SI,UES GOVERNMENT ANQ THE TRANSFER DE LAND BY 

ltl£_UNIItD SIA~!Q_!HE_}IA!E Of HON!ANA lR_SA!ISEAtJLg~ 

U.liil__mu:D I3 IIi~ SlATE _fURSUANI IO ll!LfJlAB~L.Lil 

~fl_EBQM !HLQeERA!lON PE !HI~ SFCT!Q~ 

Section 2. Hearing requirements. Any hearing required 

unaer (section 1] must be held in a county in ~hich the 

land involveJ in thP- proposed saley--exeheft~eT or transfer 

is loca~ed and ~fH~Rf£J-dFIRfiPBtt~=AijEA-t&ttt+Nfi5x 

li'!:tai=I:!ltt~tiMI2ax:l!~x::a~A!h=~llt.=i!l!fil:t==1f 

5!:!EEiSi.f!lf=.::.f±l!!i:o:fli~tll;5l::::.t5--5HeW'tr--~ 11u s t be he I c1 

:~ccording to p..-ocedural rules which ~hall oo:- adopted by tile 

comm iss i 0ncr in accordance with the ,>Jontana Admi ni strati ve 

f'roce:dure Act, 

section 3. Action by commissioner. rhe commissionBr 

-2- 53 lltl 
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1 shall take such action as he may consider approp~lat~w 

? co~sistent with federal jurisdiction, to address concerns 

3 and issue~ raised during th~ h~aring. Such action may 

~ inclu~e but is not limited to; 

5 (1) the filing of formal requests for action by the 

6 appro~riate federal agency that would alleviate co~cerns 

1 expres5ed dt the hearing; 

a (Z} the filing of a formal protest to ~he prop0~ed 

9 

10 

sal@y-ewehaft~ey or transfer. 

Section 4. Codification instruction. Sections 

11 through 3 are intended to be codified as ~n integral part of 

lZ Title 77• chaptef 1 9 part 2, and the provisions of Title 77 

13 apply to sections 1 through 3. 

-End-
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