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INTRODUCED BY 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: •AN ACT REDUCING FROM 15 DAYS 

TO 10 DAYS THE MINIMUM NOTICE OF A PUBLIC HEARING ON 

MUNICIPAL ZONING; REDUCING FROM 15 DAYS TO 10 DAYS THE 

MINIMUM NOTICE OF A PUBLIC HEARING ON A PRELIMINARY PLAT OF 

A PROPOSED SUBDIVISION; ANO INCREASING FROM 1 YEAR TO 3 

YEARS THE INITIAL PERIOD OF APPROVAL FOR A PRELIMINARY PLAT 

OF A PROPOSED SUBDIVISION BY A LOCAL GOVERNING BODY; 

AMENDING SECTIONS 76-2-303• 76-3-605• ANO 76-3-610• MCA.• 

llE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA:" 

Section 1. Section 76-2-303t MCAt is amended to read: 

"16-2-303. Procedure to administer zoning laws 

hearinq and notice. (1) The city or town council or other 

leqislative body of such municipality shall provide for the 

manner in which such regulations and restrictions and the 

boundaries of such districts shall be de"tenni ned 9 

established, and enforced and from time to time a~endedt 

supplemented" or chanqed. 

(2) Howevert no such requlation, restriction. or 

boundary shall become effective until after a public hearing 

in relation thereto at which parties in interest and 

citizens shall have an opportunity to be heard. At least ~? 
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l.Q days-• notice of the ti~~e and place of such hearing shall 

be published in an official paper or a paper of general 

circulation In such municipality.• 

section 2. Section 76-3-605• HCA, is amended to read: 

•76-3-605. Hearlnq on prel i •i nary p 1 at. ( 1) The 

governing body or Its authorized agent or agency shall hold 

a public hearing on the preliminary plat and shall consider 

all relevant evidence relatinq to the public health• safety, 

and welfare, including the environmental assessmentt to 

determine whether the plat should be approved• conditionally 

approved, or disapproved by the governinq oody. 

(2) Hhen a p~oposed subdivision iS also proposed to be 

annexed to a municipality, the qoverning body of the 

municipality shall hold jOint hea~ings on th~ preliminary 

plat and annexation whenever possible. 

(31 Notice of such hearing shall be given by 

publication in a newspaper of qeneral circulation in the 

county not less than ~~ 12 days prior to the date of the 

hearing. The subdivider and each property owner of record 

immediately adjoininq the land included in the plat shall 

also be notified of the hearing by registered or certified 

mail not less than ~~ ill days prior to th~ date of the 

hear inq. 

(4) When a hearing is held by an agent or aqency 

desiqnated by the qoverninq body, the agent or agency shall 
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1 act in an advisory capacity and recommend to the governinq 

2 body the approval~ conditional approval• or disapproval of 

3 the plat. This recommendation must be submitted to the 

4 qoverninq body in writing not later than 10 days after the 

5 public hearinq.• 

6 

7 

Section 3. Section 76-3-610• HCA• is amended to read: 

"76-3-610. E~fect of approval of preliminary plat• (1) 

8 upon approvinq or conditionally approving a preliminary 

9 plat. the qoverninq body shall provide the subdivider with a 

10 dated and signed statement of approval. This approval shall 

11 be in force for not more than ~ J calend~r yee~ XeaLS• At 

12 the end of this period the qoverning body may, at the 

13 request of the subdivider. extend its approval for no more 

14 than 1 calendar year, except that the governing body may 

15 extend its approval for a period of more than 1 year if that 

16 approval period is included as a specific condition of a 

17 written agreement between the qovernlnq body and the 

18 subdivider9 accordinq to 76-3-507• 

(21 After the preliminary plat is approved, the 

governing body and Its subdivisions aay not impose any 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

additional conditions as a prerequisite to final plat 

approval providing said approval is obtained within the 

oriQinal or extended approval period as provided In 

24 subsection (1}•• 

-End-
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SENATE BILL NOo 87 

INTRODUCED BY THOMAS, KEATING• BERGENE, MILLER 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: •AN ACT RE~~N6-rRBH--~S--8A¥5 

f9--~&--8A¥S--~E--MfNfMHM--N8~+eE--8~--PYB~f£-HEARfN6-8N 

~NfEfPAt-f8NfN5?-R~EfN&-rRBH--f§--BA¥5--~e--~&--BA¥5-~H€ 

MfNfMHM--N~fEE-8r-A-PYB~+e-HEA~N&-8N-A-PREtfNfHAR¥-P~A~-&F 

A-PRBP9SEB-SYBBf¥f5fBN?-ANB-fNEREASfN&--FRBM--f--¥EAA--~&--3 

ff!IIRS ALLOW!~& THE INITIAL PERIOD OF APPROVAL FOR A 

PRELI"INARY PLAT OF A PROPOSED SUBDIVISION BY A LOCAL 

GOVERNING BODY IQ~&f ERQM 1 YEAS-I~~; AMENDING 

S~E~taN5-~~383y-~6-3-685y-AN6 S~IIDH 76-3-610, MCA.• 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

iee~foft-fw--Se~feft~6-i-383•-MEA.-~eaended-~-•eeo• 

·~6-2-~83.--P~oeedare--~s--e«-?ft~er--ron+ng--lew~---

he&~+ft~-snd-no~Tee.--~t-~he-e+~y-er-~n-eoane++--er--e~er 

~~~e~~e--hedy-er-saeh-eaft+e+pe~y-~he+f-proY+oe-for-~he 

.eftfter-•ft-wh+eft-sae~-rega~e~+e~§-snd--~e~rTe~Tons--end--the 

he~ftder+es--~---~~e~---d+~r+~~---shet+---be--de~er~+fte6y 

~~&b++s~edy-e~-en~~eed-end-f~~-~+ee--~e--~+me--emendedy 

~upp+eaen~e~.-~-e"eft~ed• 

t~t--Hawe•e~y---fto--~6eft--re~+e~+ony--re~~r+e~+eny--er 

be~ndery-~ha+~-beeo.e-effee~+ve-u"~++-ef~er-e-pub++e-"eer+n~ 

?ft--re~e~+on--there~e--e~--wh+ch--par~~~--+n--+n~ere~~--eftft 
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e+t+ren~-~hft+f-heve-en opporten+ty-~o-be-heord•--A~ees~~S 

re--~~·-n~ee-of-~~-end-pfaee-er-soeh-heer+ng-,heff 

be-pae++~hed-fft-en-eff+e+e+-poper--e•--e--pope.--of--g~of 

e+~o~en-+n-saeh-.aftte+pef+~y.• 

See~+on-r.--5ee~+on-~6-3-665.-NS..-+s-e-.noed-~e-•eee. 

••6-3-685w--Heor+ng--en--p~f+~y--~e~w---ttt~he 

geverft+ng--body-or-+~s-ea~ho~ted-egen~-or-&geney-she++-ho+d 

e-pob++e-heer+ng-on-~he-pref+-fnary-p+e~-end-sha+f--eens+oer 

e++-refeYent-ev+oenee-refe~+ng-~~he-pobf+e-hee+thY-~ef~y. 

eftd--.e~farey--+ne+ad+n~-~he--enY~on.en~e+--es~.e~~.-te 

de~ere+ne-wh~her-~he-p+e~-shoa+U-be-epproveo.-eond+t+Dneffy 

eppreYed.-or-o+sappreved-by-~he-gowern+ng-booy. 

t~t--When-e-p•oposed-~obd+Y+s+&n-+~-e+so-,.epoeed-~o-be 

ennexed--~e--e--Mbn~e~~yy--~he--~vern+n~--body--e+--~fte 

aan+e+pb++~y--~hef+--hefd--jo+n~heer+ngs-on-~he-pre++e+nery 

~+e~n~-enfte~+eft-wftefte~-,8&S+~e. 

t3t--Mo~ee--or--~aeh--heerfng--sheff---be---g+¥en---by 

pab+Tcat~on--+n--e--ne~p~*~-e4-~eftepe~-e+re~e~+en-+n~he 

eoantT-no~-+~~-~hen-+5-iB-deys-p•*~-~e--~he--de~e--ef-~he 

hear~gy--~~e--~u~d~¥~der--eftft-eeeh-p~epe~~y-ewner-o~-reeord 

+Maed+e~e~y-edjo+n+ng-~ha-~eno-+ne+aoeo-+n--~he--p+e~--shD++ 

e~s&--be--ne~+f+ed-of-~he-ne~~ng-by-re~~~~ere~-or-eer~+~+e~ 

.e+~-~~~-~e~s-~hen-~5-le-~ays--~+~--~o--~fte--de~e--e~--~he 

~sr+rtg• 

t~t--When--o--heor+ng--+~-he+d--by--en-egen~-or-egeney 

-z- sa 87 
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1 de~t~a~ed-hy-~~-goyerfttn~beey.-~he-e~en~er-ageney--sfta~ 

2 ae~--+n--en-ady+sery-e~ae+~y-eftd-reee .. eft8-~e-~he-~e¥er~~ 

3 bedy-the-appreyety-eoftdt~tefte~spproye~-ar--d+seppre¥ot--&f 

4 ~--e~e~.--~+s--ree&aMende~+an--~s~--be--so~~ee-~-~he 

5 ~Pfttftg-bedy-tft-wrt~tng-not-+et&r-then-te-dey~--e+ter--~he 

6 pab++e-hear+~· 

7 Section 1. Section 76-3-610t HCAt is a•ended to read: 

a •76-3-610. Effect of approval of preliainary plat. (11 

9 Upon approving or conditionally approving a preli•inary 

10 plat, the governing body shall provide the subdivider with a 

11 dated and signed stateMent of approval. This approval shall 

12 be ;, force for not more than ~ 3 calendar ,~ ~ U& 

13 L~-IaAM-1-~LfMQAB-YfAB• At the end of this period the 

1• governing body •ay, at the request of the subdivider, extend 

15 its approval for no more than 1 calendar year, except that 

16 the governing body aay extend Its approval for a period of 

17 more than 1 year If that approval period Is Included as a 

18 specific condition of a written agree•ent between the 

19 governing body and the subdivider. according to 76-3-507. 

20 (ZJ After the prelialnary plat Is app•OYed, the 

21 governing body and its subdivisions •ay not i•pose any 

22 additional conditions as a p•erequislte to final plat 

23 approval p•ovidlng said approval Is obtaiRed within the 

24 orlgi!lal or extended approval period as provided in 

25 subsection (1)•" 

-End-
-3- SB 87 
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1 des+~s~d-by-~~-!O¥ePn+~b&dyY-~he-~&nt-oP-egeney--she++ 

2 ee~--+ft--eft-edY+sery-e~ee+~y-eftd-reea.-e~e-~e-~fte-~ern+~ 

3 b&d~he-ep~ws+y-eend+~+ene+-oppPew~-&P--dtseppPOYo+--ef 

4 ~e--a•e~.--~+s--reeo .. ende~~-.. s~--ee--~aD•+t~ed-~-~he 

5 !&WePn+ft~~+n-•P+~+ng-ne.-+~&p-tnen-+&-deys--efeeP--tne 

6 pabJ+e-heeP+~· 

7 Saction 1. Section 76-3-610• HCA, Is a•ende~ to read: 

8 •76-3-610. Effect of app~oval of p~ell•lnary plat. Ill 

9 Upon app~ovlnq or conditionally app~ovlng a prell•lnary 

10 pla~, the governing body shall provide the subdivide~ with a 

11 dated and signed stateaent of apP~oval. This app~oval shall 

12 be 11 force for not 110~e than 1: J. ca 1 end a~ r.eet' ~ WI. 

13 LE~~-l~AH-1-tALEMQAB-XEAB• At the end of this pe~lod the 

1• governing body •ay, at the request of the subdivider, extend 

15 its approval for no more than 1 calendar year, except that 

16 the governing body •ay extend its approval for a period of 

17 mo~e than 1 year If that approval period is Included as a 

18 specific condition of a written agree•ent between the 

19 gover1>iftQ body and ~he subdlvlcfen according to 76-3-507. 

zo (21 After the prall•lnary plat is approved• the 

21 gover"lng body and Its subdivisions •ar not l•pose any 

22 additional conditions as a prerequisite to final plat 

23 approval providing said approval is obtained within ~he 

z• original or extended approval perlod as provided in 

25 subsection (1)•• 

-End-
-3- sa 87 
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SENATE BILL HOe 87 

INTRODUCED BY THOMAS• KEATING• BERGENE• MILLER 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: •AN ACT REBV&IH&-FR~~-8~¥S 

FB--~-~¥5--~HE--MtN~~H8~1tE--9F--A--P¥1~§E-HEAR§N8-8N 

MYMt&fPA~-~8N+K6~-R~E~M&-F*BN--~5--BA¥5--~e--.S--DA¥5--~HE 

MtN~MYM--~ItE-BF-A-PW8tlt-HEARfNG-9N-A-~f~R¥-P~~~-8F 

A-PR9P9SE9-5~fY~Sf8Ht-ANB-~EREA5fN6--FReK--~--¥EAR--~--3 

¥EARS ALL~ THE INITIAL PERIOD OF APPROVAL FOR A 

P~ELIMINART PLAT OF A PROPOSED SUBDIVISION BY A LOCAL 

GOVERNING BODY IQ~~gM 1 lEAR ID 3 ~; AMENDING 

SES~t&N5-~~38~y-~-3-685y-AN8 SECTION 76-3-610• MCA.• 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

See~+Gft-tw--See~+on-~e-~~y-ME~y-~-efteftded-to--ree~ 

·~~~3.--Pr~re--~e--ee.+n+ster--ren+ft~-+ews---

heertft~-end-n~+e-.--tft-fhe-e+~y-or-~wn-eeane++--er--ether 

+eg+~+a~.e--body-o+-s.eh-.. n+e+pet+~y-what+-~reY+de-+er-~he 

M&ftfte~-+n-wh+eh-~eh-~~ate~+eft5-Sft~-~es~r+e~+e~--eft~--~he 

Donn~~r+es---eF---~~eh---d+s~+~s---~he++---&8--d~er•+ned• 

e~~eb++~hedy-eftd-en~eed-end-~ro•--~+-e--~o--~+•e--emendedy 

sttp~~ .. ft~e~y-er-ehenged• 

~~t--Howewer.---na--saeh--.e~~~on.--r._.r+e~ofty--or 

~aftde~y-~fte++-beeeee-e~~ee~+Ye-a"~+~-ef~er-a-pab++~-heer+ft~ 

+n--~~e~+on--~here+&--~--wh+eh--pe~•••~--+n--+ntere~~--eftd 

l 

2 

3 

~ 

5 

6 

T 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

zo 
21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

SB OOB7/02 

e+~+~rt~-s~e++-hewe-aft-~~n+•y-~o-&e-heere.-~+~e•~-rs 

ta--day~•-ne~+ee-of~he-~+-8-end-~~ee-e+-sweh-hear+~ahett 

be-'"""tHhed-+n-en-e+++e+e+-~--er--e--pe~r--et--g<mere+ 

e+~ea~~+en-+n-~aeh-.ante+~et+ey.a 

see~en-ew--Se~+en-~68Sy-N£Ay-+s-e-.nded-~o-ree~ 

·~&-3-685.--Hear+~--en--~re++-*nary--~•e~.--~t---.he 

~•ern+~--body-er-+e~-e~her+red-ege~egeney-sfta+•-hetd 

a~bt+e-hear+ng-en~he-~re++-+nery-~+e~-end-Shett--eens+der 

e++-re•e•en~-aT+denee-re~+n~~he-poet+e-heetehT-sef~JT 

e"d--we•~a~ey--+fte~ud+ng--~he--en¥+rGn.e"~e+--e$sess.e~.-to 

ee-~+ne-wh~he~-~he-p~a~-afteu~-De-epp¥e¥e~y-eond+~•·ftft~+y 

e~ro.e~.-e~-dTsappPeve8-~y-~e-ge¥ePftTft~-be4y• 

t~t--When-e-pr~~ed-sabd+•+s+en-+s-etse-pr~a~ed-to-be 

enne•ed--~--e--~n+e+~e++~yy--~he--~•erntftg--body--ef--the 

~n+e+~e++~y--she+~--hetd--je+nt-heer+~e-en-~he-pret+.tnery 

p+e~-e"8-eftftexet+en-wheneve~~oss+B+e• 

f3t--N~e--ef--~aeh--heer+n~--shet+---he---~+•en---by 

ptth++eat+on-+n--e--fteWspep-'!f&--ef-gener-t!l~-e+1"'eata~+en-+n-the 

e&u~-not-+e~~-tften-+S-1&-dsy~-pr+e~-~o--~fte--d~~e--o~--~fte 

~~~+ft~·--~he--~abd+•+~e~--end-eeeh-pr~e~y-ewner-e~-reeore 

T~•e~8~*y-edjeTntn~-the-~ene-tne+uded-+n--~he-~+e~-~ha++ 

e~~e--b~--no~+f+e~-ef-~he-h@~+ftg-by-••~+§~ered-or-eer++~~ed 

me++-no~-~e$~-~hen-~5-ta-deT~--pr+eP--~e--~fte--eete--e~--~he 

he-&f"+tt~· 

t~t--When--s--he&r+n~--+~--he~d--by--sn-e~e"~-or-egeney 

-2- SB 87 
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1 tle.i-<Jftet"ed-by-totoe-go..et"fti-ftg-""dyy-eloe-a"e"to-er-ege..er-sttai-i-

Z &eot---+~t-- .... tHt-ett,.+sery-eattee+t!:y-emh.ree&lltttentl-t:e-ot.,e-¥¥ ... rrillt~ 

3 body-tol\e-ep~y-eeftd+toi-o"ei--oppyaveh·-er--dtsappr<>""+-ri 

4 ~he--pte-t=•--fltrs--reee•ftftde~+en--.a"S::t-~be-'!""'s.ttbrii!ted-t-e-t"he 

5 goy~i-ftg-bet!y-+n-wr+t"+ft~t-+otoer-t""""-+6-deys--a#toer--tl\a 

6 palt++e-1\ear+ftg.• 

1 section 1. S•c~Jon 16-3-610• MCA, i5 a.anded to read: 

8 •76-3-610 .• Effect of approyal of prel l•inary plat. (1) 

9 Upon approving or conditl.onally approving a prell•inary 

1C plat• the govwnlng body shall provide the subdivider "'ith a 

11 dated and signed st:ate.,.nt of apprOYBlo This approYal shall 

lZ be In force for not ..,re than -t .l calendar yeer ~ Q!l 

13 UUJIJ .. I 'ALE.DAS :XUlL• .~ the end Ill this p.,-;od the 

14 governing body •ayo at the request of the subdiYidert extend 

15 Its apprOl'at :f.or - ..,r.., u.- .~ .:;slendv yea,-, except t:hilt: 

16 the go.yer-nfng bOdy "" extend its iii'Pf"oval for a period of 

JT .ore tllen 1 rear If that epprov~ per.iod <s lnt:1ud!lld it$ a 

18 spac1 f i c condl tl on o.f a wr Itt'"' ;ogre••ent be.,..een the 

19 governing bod)' and tbe subdivider, according to 76-3-5C7o 

20 (ZJ After the prell•lnilr'l' plat is approved• the 

21 governing body and Its subdlvl.siOfts .ay not I lipase any 

22 additional conditions as a prerequisite to final plat 

23 appr<>Val providing said approval is obta;ned within the 

z• !lrlglnal ;;viW exta~ approval period as provJded in 

25 ~UbSI!CtiOR (lJo• 

-End-
-3- SB 87 


