
SENATE BILL NO. 38 

Introduced: 1/3/83 

Referred to Committee on Agriculture, Livestock, & Irrigation: 
1/3/83 

Hearing: 1/24/83 
Died in Committee. 
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SENATE 38 
BILL NOo 

OCHSNER INTRODUCED By 

-----------------------------------------------

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: •AN ACT TO PROVIDE FOR THE 

EXAMINt.TION, LICENSURE, AND ANNUAL REGISTRATION OF 

VETERINARY TECHNICIANS; AMENDING SECTIONS 37-18-501 AND 

37-18-502t HCA.• 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

~f~-Sf'IlQ~A Section 1. Definitions relatinq 

veterinary technicians. As used In thiS chaptert 

following definitions apply: 

to 

the 

Cl) •veterinary technician• means a person providing 

veterinary services under the direct supervision of a 

licensed veterinarian. 

(.2) "Direct supervision" means an order by the 

supervising licensed vet.er i nar ian to the veterinary 

technician, with notice to the client, to perfor• a specific 

function for that client within the veterinarian's routine 

practice, with a followup by the veterinarian to evaluate 

and deter~ine the quality and effectiveness of the function 

performed and with all billinq for such services to be •ade 

by the veterinarian• 

~f»-SfLlle~a Section 2. Exa•inatlon application 

fee qualifications of appl lcants. A candidate for 
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LC 0092/01 

examination as a veterinary technician shall file an 

application for examination with the department at least 30 

days before the date set by the board for the co•mencement 

of the examination and at the ti•e Of •aklng the application 

shall pay the depart•ent a fee, co .. ensurate with the costs 

of the examination and set annually by the board. The 

applicant shall furnish satisfactory proof that he Is of 

good moral character and has earned a diploma or certificate 

from a school of veterinary technoloqy offerlnq a course of 

study recognized and approved by the board, as well as such 

other information as may be required bY the board. 

H~~f~H. Section 3. Examination Issuance of 

license upon passage. (11 The board shall adopt rules, 

within the limitations of (sections 1 through 7]t governinq 

the matter of examinations for license to practice as a 

veterinary technician, which examinations shall be open to 

any applicant meetinq the requirements of [sections 1 

throuqh 71• The rules must provide for giving reasonable 

notice of the time and place where examinations will be 

held. 

(2} Each applicant who passes the examination 

prescribed by the board must be qranted a certificate of 

licensure to practice as a veterinary technician and must be 

reqistered as such in a record kept by the board. 

~f~f~Il~A Section 4• Licensure without 
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examination. The board may. upon payment of a fee of $25, 

grant a certificate of 1 icensure to practice as a veterinary 

technician to a person who can produce satisfactory evidence 

that he has been employed as a veterinary technician in the 

offtce of a licensed veterinarian in the state of Montana 

for 2 or ~ore years prior to october 1, 1963. Ho~ever, if 

the toard in Its discretion finds that animal health and the 

public interest so require, It may require the applicant to 

pass a practical examination in veterinary technoloqy. 

Before such person may continue practice as a veterinary 

technician, he must obtain a certificate of licensure. 

~EY-iftiiDKa Section 5. Technician to practice under 

supervision. (l) A licensed veterinary technician •aY 

practice only in the office of and under the direct 

supervision, as defined in [section l]t of a legally 

licensed and actively practicing veterinarian or in a 

department or state qovern•ent in which a licensed 

veterinarian is present to exercise direct supervision. 

(Z) None of the followinq functions may be deleqated 

to a veterinary technician: 

(a) diaqnosis; 

(b) prognosis; 

(c) prescription; or 

I d l surqery. 

MEM-SfkilQHa Section 6. Renewal -- board to be kept 
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informed of employer. Ill Each licensed veterinary 

technician shall annually, on or before January 1. procure 

fro• the board a certificate of annual registration. The fee 

for annual reQistration shall be fixed by the board• Failure 

of a licensee to procure a certificate of registration on or 

before January constitutes a forfeiture of the license. 

(2) Each licensed veterinary technician shall keep the 

board informed of his address. the name and address of the 

licensed veterinarian or of the state department which is 

his @mployer, and such other Information as the board may by 

rule require. 

KE~SE~llDM£ section 7. Denial, suspension 9 or 

revocation of license. The board may~ with resoect to any 

veterinary technician, deny, suspendt or revoke his license 

upon the grounds that he Is guilty ot: 

(1) sollcftlnq patients for any practitioner of the 

healinq arts; 

t2J soliciting or receiving any forM of coMpensation 

from any person other than his reqistered e~loyer for 

performinq as a veterinary technician; 

(3) willfully or neqliqently divulging a professional 

confidence or discussinq a veterinarian•s diagnosis or 

treatMent without the express per11lssion of the 

veterinarian; 

(4) any offense punishable by incarceration in a state 

-4-
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or federal prison. However, at the conclusion of state 

supervision i•posed as a consequence of such conviction. the 

board may not consider the conviction upon reapplication for 

a certificate of licensure. 

(5} the habitual or excessive use of intoxicants or 

druqs; 

(6) fraud or misrepresentation in applyinq for or 

procurinq a certificate of licensure or annual registration; 

(1) l01penonat I ng another person registered as a 

veterinary technician or allowing any person to use his 

certificate of licensure or registration; 

C8) aidinq or abettinq the practice Of veterinary 

medicine by a person not licensed by the board; 

(9) gross negligence In the performance of functions 

assigned to him by a licensed veterinarian; or 

(10) manifest incapacity or incompetence to perform as 

a veterln&ry technician. 

Section a. Section 37-18-501, MCA, Is a~nded to read: 

•31-18-501. Penalty. A person practicing veterinary 

aedlcine o£ __ Q£a~~DQ--£~~_xe~£lnaLX-~D~D within 

this state, as defined In this chapter, without first having 

obtained a license to practice and being registered as 

required by this chapter or after his license to practice 

has been suspended or revoked or contrary to the provisions 

of this chapter in any manner ls qullty of a •isde•eanor for 
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each violation of the provisions of this chapter or for each 

act relating to the practice of veterinary •edlcina a£ 

~1,8-41-a-xtle[IDa[¥ tecbo~ In this state and upon 

conviction shall be punished by a flna of not less than SZOO 

or eore than ssoo. or by laprtson•ent In ~he county jail for 

not less than 30 days or aore than 6 months, or by both such 

fine and lmprfson~nt. Any person convicted a second time 

for any violation of this chapter shall be punished by both 

such fine and i•prisonaent. The district court has 

jurisdiction of all prosecutions brought hereunder.• 

Section 9. section 37-18-502, MCA, Is aaended to read: 

•37-18-502. Injunction. The board or any person •ay 

bring an action in the district court to enjoin any person 

who Is not licensed fro• enqaqinq In the practice of 

veterinary Medicine QL_aL~~-R~teL!DaL¥ techoi~ 

unless otherwise exempted under 37-18-104(3)• If the court 

finds that the defendant Is violatinq or threatening to 

violate any provision of Title 379 Chapter 189 it shall 

enter an order restrainfnq him from the violation9 without 

regard to any criminal provisions of Title 37t chapter 18.• 

HfW_S~Ll!DHa Section 10. Codification instruction• 

Sections 1 through 7 are intended to be codified as an 

integral part of Title 31, chapter 18t and the provisions of 

Title 37• chapter 18• apply to sections 1 through 7. 

-End-
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STATE OF MONTANA 
REQUEST NO. 010-83 

FISCAL NOTE 

Form BD·J5 

In compliance with a written request received January 4, , 19 ~, there is hereby submitted a Fiscal Note 
for Senate Bill 38 pursuant to •Title 5, Chapter 4, Part 2 of the Montana Code Annotated (MCA). 
Background information used in developing this Fiscal Note is available from the Office of Budget and Program Planning, to members 
of the Legislature upon request. 

DESCRIPTION OF PROPOSED LEGISLATION: 

Senate Bill 38 is an act to provide for the examination, licensure, and annual 
registration of veterinary technicians; amending Sections 37-18-501 and 37-18-502, 
MCA. 

ASSUMPTIONS: 

1) 

2) 
3) 
4) 

5) 

Assume 60 licensed veterinarian technicians under Grandfather Clause (Section 
4) at $25 application fee. 
Assume $50 application/examination fee with 10 new applicants per year. 
Assume $15 annual renewal fee. 
Assume 2 special board meetings (6 members) in FY 84 for implementation and 
rule hearings. 
Assume 7 pages rule notices at $13.50 per page, 5 replacement pages in veterinarians 

. rules at $7.37 per page in FY 84. 
Assume $400 for license forms, supplies, correspondence, telephone and postage. 
First year implementation will draw on Board of Veterinarians earmarked revenue 
account ($31.00). 

FISCAL IMPACT: 

Revenue: 
Application and Renewal Fees 
Funds from Board of Veterinarians 
Total Revenue 

' 

Expenditures: 
Personal Services 
Operating Expenses 
Total Expenditures 

Estimated Revenue 

NOTE: 

FY 83-84 

$2,000 
31 

$2;031 

300 
1,731 

$2,031 

FY 84-85 

$1,550 
0 

$1,550 

750 
750 

$ 750 

g=~gg 

Veterinary technicians were previously licensed by the Board L 
of Veterinarians and the license provision was sunset by the ~ D ~. 
1981 Legislature. \Jc":¥ ~ YY\ ~ 

BUDGET Dl RECTOR 

~FISCAL NOTE2:P/1 Office of Budget and Program Planning 

Date: /- I D -?>' 3 


