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FEASIBILITY OF 

OFFERI~G THE COMPLETE COURSENORK FOR A BACCALAUREATE DEGREE 

IN NURSING AT THE EXTENDED CAMPUSES OF THE MONTANA STATE 

UNIV~RSITY'S SCHOOL OF NURSING AND TO STUDY THE NEED FOR 

MORE CLINICAL TRAINING WITHIN THE NURSING DEGREE PROGRAM. 

~~EREAS, a baccalaureate degree In nursing• available 

only through tho Montana State University's (HeSeU•) School 

of Nursing• cannot be obtained at any one location in the 

"ontana university systeM because 17 basic credits of the 

curriculum are offered only at the M.S.u. ca•pus and the 

upper level clinical nursing training is offered only at 

extended campuses In Great falls, Butte, Missoula, and 

Billings; and 

WriEREAS. this situation requires that every person who 

wishes to complete a degree proqram in nursing must spend 

additional time and money in co~pleting the programs at two 

locat,ons; and 

WHEREAS, persons working toward nursing degrees in 

Montana eay have to make tremendous personal sacrifices. 
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such as job loss and tiMe away fro• faMily 

responsibilities. to complete their education; and 

and ho'"" 

fiiHEA.EAS• many qualified persons, 

nontraditional students, who could graduate 

especially 

with nursing 

5 degra2s and could contribute to the critical need for 
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trained •edicaJ personnel in "ontana are discou~a9ed fron 

participation by the present frag.ented educational program 

in nursing; and 

WHEREAS• the current attrition rate for nursing degree 

students In "ontana is high; and 

WHE~EAS, recent studies of the feasibility of offering 

the basic credits now only available at H.s.u. at the 

establ i shed extended ca•puses have been conducted by 

university systeM staff and have left unanswered 

l•portant questions and concerns; and 

aany 

W~EREAS, many nursing prograM graduates are concerned 

~ith the need for more clinical training and fewer unrelated 

colleqe course requirements ~ithln the baccalaureate progra• 

fo~ a nursing degree. 

~OW, THERfFO~E• BE IT RESOLVED BY THE SENATE A~D THE HOUSE 

OF REPRFSFNTATIVES OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

(lJ That an appropriate interl~ co•mlttee be assigned 

tn study the feasibility of offering the basic coursework 

now available only at fol.s.u. School_ of JiL.lt~.l_Qi.,~~e 
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1 extended campuses at Grea~ Falls• Butte, Missoula• and 

2 Sillinqs so that qualified persons May acquire nurstng 

3 degrees from a single location; 

~ (ZJ That ~he interim comMittee review and critique 

5 previous studies on the feasibility and cost of offering the 

6 required M.s.u. coursework at the extended caMpuses; 

1 (3) That the interl~ co••ittee Investigate whether: 

8 (a) the require~nts that so.e coursework be completed 

9 at M.s.u. contrlbu~es to the high attrition rate a.ong 

10 nursing students. especially a•ong nontraditional students; 

11 and 

12 (b) the present staff and facilities at the extended 

13 ca•puses would be adequate to provide the required M.s.u. 

1~ coursework. thus reducing projected costs of expanding the 

15 nursing degree progra• to other locations; 

16 (~) That the interi• co .. ittee encourage testi.ony 

17 fro• the •edical c~unlty as a whole to deter•ine if 

18 greater emphasis should be plac~d on clinical training in 

19 the nursing degree progra•; and 

zo (5) That the interl• com•ittee submit a report of its 

21 findings and reco .. endatlons to the 49th Legislature. 

-End-
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