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BY THE 

AND STATE LAWS BENEFITING THE OWNERS; AND 

n~ITTEN REPORT OF THE STUDY TO THE 49TH 

~HEREAS 9 agriculture is 

and 

WHEREAS• corporate and nonresident ownership of Montana 

farmland and ranchland Is widespread and Increasing; and 

,fHEREAS 9 It Is In the best interests of the people of 

"ontana to ensure that each person and each taxable entity 

pays its just share of inco.e and property t~xes. 

NOWo THEREFOREo BE IT RESOlVED BY THE SENATE AND THE HOUSE 

OF REPRESENTATIVES OF THE STATE OF NONTANA: 

lhat an appropriate inter1• co••ittee be assigned to 

study and dater•ine: 

(1) the a.ount of Hontana far~land and ranchland ovned 

or leased by the various types of profit and nonprofit 

cor~ations, both domestic and foreign; by individual 
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persons, both resident and nonresident; and by foreign 

natlo,als; 

(Z) ~he percentage of each ~ype of far-•land and 

ranchland owned or leased by each class of persons and 

entities referred to In subsection (1); 

(3) the increase, over the past years, of ownershi.P 

and leasing of far•land and ranchland by each class of 

persons and entities referred to in subsection (1); 

(~J the location of far•lands and ranchlands owned or 

leased by each class of persons and entitles referred to in 

s.ubsect ion (1); 

(5) the uses of far•lands and ranchlands owned or 

leased by each class of persons and entities referred to in 

subsect.ion fl); 

(6) property ta~es paid by each class of persons and 

entities referred to In subsection (1); 

(7) the inco•e of and state and federal Income taxes 

paid by each class of persons and entities referred to In 

subsection (1) and the state and federal inco•e tax laws, 

including tax breaks• particularly affecting such persons 

and entities; 

(8) the types and amounts of state assistance granted 

to e~ch class of persons and entities referred to in 

subsection (1); 

(9) loan programs, both state and private, benefiting 
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1 each class of persons and entitles referred to In subsection 

2 (1); 

3 (10) leasing of state, federal, and private land to 

4 faraers and ranchers ~nd the basis for ·and at10unt of the 

5 rent or fee charged; and 

6 (llt any other appropriate •atters relating to the 

7 resolution of proble•s detected In studying and deter•lnlng 

8 the aatter• set forth I" sub5ections (11 through (lOJ• 

9 BE IT FURTHER RESOLYEDo that the lnterl• ca.•lttee 

10 provide an outline and ti~ fra .. for its study• schedule 

11 •eetiRgs of the co .. lttee, and provide the ~9th Legislature 

12 with a wrttten report of Its study, findings, and 

13 conclusions and with drafts of legislation that •ay be 

14 necessary to imple .. nt the com•lttee•s findlnqs. 

-End-
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Approveo hy Go~lttee 
on Agrivulture Livestock 
& frrigat ion 

~OUSf JOINT RESOLUTION ~0. l4 

INTRODUCED BY ROUSHt JACOBSENt HOLLIDAY, 

SPAETH, SAUNDERS, KOEHNKEo LYBECKo BACHINit 

~~NSTt HOWE, GRAHAM• ~ANSON, ~ABROCKI, LANE, 

THOFTo SCHULTZ, ~LISSo UNDERDAlt RYANo 

R. JENSENo OEVLINo BOYLA~o ABRAMSt OCHSNERt 

~f.Nr,TSO~, GALT, KOLSTAD• tONOVER• PECK• 

AKLESTAOt NEUMANo OONALOSONt BARDANOUYEo 

IY~RSO~t HEMSTADt MANUEl, SCHYE, MFNAHANt 

HARKS, ELLERD, SWITZERo KENNERLY, SHONTZ 

A JO!iT RESOLUTION Of THE S~NATE AND THE HOU'lt. OF 

REPRESENTATIVES Of THE STATE OF MONTANA REQUESTING AN 

I~TF•IM STUDY Of OWNERSHIP AND L~ASING OF MONTANA rARMLANO 

AND ~ANCHLANDo TAXES PAID BY THE OWNERS, USE UF THE lANDo 

AND ShTt LAWS 8ENEFITI"'G THE OWNFRS; AND REQUIRING A 

WRITT~N REPORT OF THE STUDY AHD~UHH~Al~~~ TU THE 49TH 

l~GISLA.TUP.E. 

wt-fERFA5• aqrlculture Is a n~ajor Industry 1n t1ontana; 

and 

~~EREAS, corpora~e and nonresident ownership of Montand 

farml~1"1d and rdnchland is wld~spread and increasing; "lnd 

..,HERf:AS, it is in the best interests of the people of 

Hont3~a to ensure that each person and each taxable entity 
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pays its just share of income and property taxes. 

NOWt THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE SENATE AND THE HOUSE 

OF REPRESENTATIVES OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

That an appropriate interim com•ittee be assigned to 

studv ~nd d~termine: 

(1) the amount of Montana farmland and ranchland owned 

or lc•;:}sed by the various types of profit and nonprofit 

corpor~tions. hoth domestic and foreiqn; by individual 

pPrsons, both resident ana nonresident:; and by foreign 

nat i o"tal s; 

(2} the percentaqe of each type of far•land and 

ranchland owned or leased by each class of persons and 

entiti~s referred to In subsection (1); 

(3) the increase, over the past yea~s, of ownership 

and leasing of farmland and ranchland by each class of 

personj and entities referred to in subsecti~n (l)~ 

(4) the locntion of farmlands ·'inel ranchlands nwned or 

IAa~ed ny each cl iSS of persons and entities ref-=!rred to 1n 

suos~··ton (l); 

f~) th~ 1ses of farmlands and rdnc~land~ own~n ~r 

t~dsed ov each class of per~ons ~nd entities referred to in 

subsert ion ( 1); 

(6) property taxes ~aid by each class of persons and 

entities referred to In subsecti~n (1); 
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t~t--~he--+neeme--&f-Gnd-s~e~e-eftd-feOePa~-~~eeMe-~ewes 

?. ,e+d-by-e&eh-e~&~s-o•-~e~~efts-e~-e"~•~•e~--~e+e~ree--~e--+n 

.,aDse~ t:+e,.· - tt t--f'!l ru~--~he- si:e+. e-ePt8-+ ede1"e-i-- .;..,eewall!'- 'taJe-~ ll!tWS"Y 

4 Tfte+ad+ng-~e•-breeksy-~e~~Tea+a~+y--a+fee~Tft~--~~e.,--~e~s&ftS 

5 end-~t+t~es~ 

6 Lll-_IAl-_eBEA&~-AEEftllMG-~t~~AS~Qf_Ef&iUM~AUU 

7 EMirrr~~-&ffCBBfu_ra_rM-~uas~r~lLl 

" (8) the tynes and a•ounts of state AMD-_ _EfQf&aL 

9 asslst."lnce qranted to each class of persons and entities 

10 referred to In subsecti~n (1); 

ll f9t--+&8ft-pre~PeMsy-bo~h-s~~-en8-p~~ve~ey--benef+~~nq 

12 eeeh-e+es~-of-~er§eft,-end-en~+~+es-1"efepred-~e-+n-~b&$eet+on 

B t~t1" 

14 ttet12! leasinq of state, f@deral, and private land to 

15 farmers and ranchers and the basis for and amount of the 

16 rent or fee charged; and 

17 t~•tilOl any other appropriate •atters relating to the 

18 resolution of proble•s detected in studying and determining 

19 the matters set forth in subsections (1} through C10)• 

lO aF IT FUPTHE~ ~~SOLVED, that the i~terim comMittee 

21 orovi1e an OIJtllnP. Ino tlmfl' fr<Jme for its -studyt 5ChPdule 

22 m~et1~tqs 'lf ttle co••it:tee. --3nd prllvide the 4'1t:h Leaislature 

23 witt> ~ writ' en report of its study, findings, and 

;4 cor1t.1 ~~•on!. an·l .. it-~ oraf'ts ot leqisldtion tnat raa~ bE> 

25 necessary to i~plement the committee•~ findi~qs. 

-End-
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