
HOUSE JOIN~ RBSOLUTION MO. 31 

IN'rRODUCED BY WILLU.MS 1 TOWX 1 YARDLEY 1 

SHONTZ 1 PABUGA 1 NORMAN, BBR.'l'J!LSEN, 
NORD'l'VBD'l', TURNAGE, GAUl', B • BROWN 

BY REOOES'r OP THE REVENUE OVIRSIGRT COMHI~EE 

February 21, 1983 

March 28, 1993 

March 29, 1983 

April 1, 1983 

April 4, 1983 

IN THE HOUSE 

Introduced and referred to 
Committee on Taxation. 

Committee recommend bill do 
pass. Report adopted. 

on motion rules suspended and 
bill placed on second reading 
thia day. 

Second reading, pass 
consideration. 

second reading, pass 
consideration. 

On motion taken from second 
readinq and reraferred to 
Committee on Taxation. 

Committee recommend bill do 
pass as amended. Report 
adopted. 

Bill printed and placed on 
members' desks. 

Second reading, do pass. 

On motion, rules suspended and 
bill placed on third reading 
thb day. 

Third reading, passed. 
Transmitted to Senate. 



April 6, 1983 

April 12, 1983 

April 16, 1983 

Apdll8,1983 

April U, 1983 

April 19, 198 3 

IN 'tHE SBNA'l'Z 

Introduced and referred to 
Committee on Taxation. 

Committee recommend bill be 
concurred in as amended. 
Report adopted. 

Second readin9, concurred in. 

'l'hi.rd reading, concurred in. 
Ayes, 46, Noea, o. 

IN '1'HE HOOSI 

2 

Returned to Bouse with 
aJAendments. , 

Second reading, ame~nts 
concurred in. 

Third readin~, amendments 
concurred in. 

Sent to enrolling. 

Reported correctly enrolled. 
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.JJo.~«41 .hJI~OLUTION NO~• 3_/ 

u-JNTRm'JCEO BY JYifllJ?.n:J~-~--.,--------- _ 

~QU~NU~ 
A JOI'T RESOLUTION OF THE SENATE ~NO THE 

.z£ 
, __ :.:~ 
/a~ 

HOUSE OF 

REPPHENTATIYES OF THE STATE OF MONTANA REQUESTING THAT THE 

REVENUE OVERSIGHT COMMITTEE CONDUCT A CO~PREHENSIVE STUDY OF 

THE P'OPERTY TAX CLASSIFICATION SYSTEM IN THE STATE Of 

HONTA~A. 

'..;HEREAS, the pror-erty tax is a vi tal element in the 

taKati~n system in t~~ State of Montana; and 

'""-iERfASt local government relies upon property taxation 

for nearly all of the tax revenues that 1 ocal 9overmnent 

gene-r3t es; and 

'4-iER~AS, Jollontana•s prooerty tax system contains 11 

s~parate classes of property that are assessed and taxed at 

differ~nt rate!>; and 

..r~IEREAS, several actions by the United States Con4ress, 

particularly those relatinq to railroads 30d airlines, have 

21 raised leqal Questions about the operation of the property 

22 tax classific~tion system in Montana; and 

23 o/'-lfREA.S, legal c~allenqes t(l the prooerty tax system 

24 ha~e sometimes resulted in severe reve~ue losses to local 

2'5 gov er '1·n€1'nt s and uncertainty about future co 11 ec t ions i and 
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~1EREAS, there is an urgent need to study and resolve 

legal, administrative, and equity issues related to the 

property tax system used In Montana. 

NOH• THEREFORE. BE IT RESOLVED BY THE SENATE AND THE HOUSE 

OF RE>RESENTATIYES OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

(1) That the Revenue Oversiqht Committee is requested 

to study the property tax clas~ification system In ~ontana 

anJ to include in its study an eKallination of legal, 

administrative, and equity issues related to the 

classific~tion system. 

(2) That the Legislature provide funding so that the 

Revenue Oversiqht Committee may adequately staff this study 

with at least one full-time staff person, if ·necessary, and 

seek appropriate expert consultants to acco~plish the 

purposes of the study. 

t3) That the Revenue Oversight Committee report its 

findi1gs and recommendations and any proposed legislation to 

the ~Qth L@qislature. 

-End-

-z-
I N T R 0 D U C E D B I L L 

!fc4K 3 l 
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Rereferred and 
Approved by committee 

on Taxation 

HOUSE JOINT RESOLUTION NO. 31 

INTRODUCED BY WILLIAMS• TONE, YARDLEY, 

SHONTZ, FABREGA, NORMAN, BERTELSEN, 

NOROTVEDTt TURNAGE• GALT, s. BROWN 

BY REQUEST OF THE REVENUE OVERSIGHT COMMITTEE 

A JOINT RESOLUTION Of THE SENATE AND THE HOUSE OF 

REPRESENTATIVES OF THE STATE OF MONTANA REQUESTING THAT THE 

REVENUE OVERSIGHT COMMITTEE CONDUCT A COMPREHENSIVE STUDY OF 

THE PROPERTY TAX CLASSIFICATION SYSTEM IN THE STATE OF 

MONTANA. 

~HEREAS, the property tax is a vital element in the 

taxation systerr, in the State of Hontana; and 

~HER€A~~-+eee+~•e~n~-r@+f~-~pon-p~er~y-~e•e~~e~ 

~or-~~r+y-e++-e+-~he-~t--~~•enae~--thet--+eee+--gevernment 

~nert'te~"t--efte 

WYEREAS, Montana•s prope~ty tax ~SS!ElL~ system 

~ontains 11 separate classes of property that are assessed 

and taxed at different rates; and 

~HEREAS, several actions by the United States Congress, 

p~rticularly those relating to railroads ond airlines, have 

23 raised leqal questions about the operation of the property 

2~ ta~ classific~tlon system in Montana; and 

25 ~HEK€A~T--~@~e~--ehe~~n~e~--~e-~~-~~aper~y-~aM-~ys~em 
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~Ye~eee~+~r~~H~~e-~ft-5ewe~e-revefttie--+e~5es--~--~eee~ 

~oYer"meft~s-eftd-u"eer~&+n~y-aheu~-f~~~e-ee~~ee~+aftst-en~ 

WHEREAS, there is an urgent need to study and resolve 

legal, administrative, and equity issues related to the 

property tax C.U.S.Sl.EK.UlQtl system used in Hontana. 

NOW• THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE SENATE ANO THE HOUSE 

OF REPRESENTATIVES OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

(1) That the Revenue Oversight Committee is requested 

to study the property tax clas5ification syste• in Montana 

and to include in its study an examination of legalp 

administrative, and equity issues related to the 

classification system. 

(2) That the Legislature provide funding so that the 

Revenue Oversight Committee may adequately staff this study 

with at least one full-time staff person, if necessary, and 

seek appropriate expert consultants to accomplish the 

purposes of the study. 

(3) That the Revenue Oversight Committee report its 

findings and recommendations and any proposed legislation to 

the 49th legislature. 

-End-

-2- HJR 3l 

SECOND R E Jl. D I N G 
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HOUSE JOINT RESOLUTION NOo 31 

INTRODUCED BY WILLIAMS, TONE, YARDLEY, 

SHONTZ, FABREGA, NORMAN• BERTELSEN, 

NOROTVEOT• TURNAGE, GALT• Bo BROWN 

BY REQUEST OF THE REVENUE OVERSIGHT COMMITTEE 

A JOINT RESOLUTION OF THE SENATE AND THE HOUSE OF 

REPRESENTATIVES OF THE STATE OF MONTANA REQUESTING THAT THE 

REVENUE OVERSIGHT COMMITTEE CONDUCT A COMPREHENSIVE STUDY OF 

THE PROPERTY TAX CLASSIFICATION SYSTEM IN THE STATE OF 

MONTANA. 

WHEREAS 9 the property tax is a vital ele~nt in the 

taxation system in the State of Montana; and 

MHEREASy-teea+-~ve~~-re++~-~p&n-pP&Per~y-~we~Oft 

~-~e~y-e+~e~~~e-~.--~e.enaes--~~~--+oea~--goyern.eftt 

gene~e~~eftd 

N~EREAS. Montana•s property tax tLA~fl&AllQH syste• 

contains 11 separate cl~sses of property that are assessed 

and taxed at different rates; and 

·~HER~AS 9 several actions by the United States Congress. 

particularly those relatln9 to railroads ond airlines. have 

raised leqal questions about the operation of the property 

24 tax classific~tion system in Montana; and 

Z5 ~HER£AS.--~t--ehe~te~es--~-~~prepe~~y-~eM-system 
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tte•e-~~teS-re§tt~ti-+R-seve.....-re¥ettt~e-+o......--4te--~eefl 

~.....,.,.,..~,-neer-nqo-tll>---ere-ee-~+en .. t-efhl 

~rlEREAS~ there is an urgent need to study and resolve 

legal• ad•lnistrative, and equity issues related to the 

proper·ty tax CL&SSIF.ltAil.W!I systee used in Montana. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE SENATE AND THE HOUSE 

OF REPRESENTATIVES OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

(lJ That the Revenue Oversight Co••tttee is requested 

to study the property tax classification syste• in Montana 

and to include in Its study an exa•inatlon of legal~ 

ad•lnlstrative, and equity Issues related to the 

classf~lcation systeM• 

(21 That the Legislature provide funding so that the 

Revenue Oversight CoBmlttea may adequately staff this study 

with at least one full-ti .. sta~f person, if necessary, and 

seek appropriate expert consultants to acco•pllsh the 

purposes of the study. 

(3J That the Revenue OVersight Com•ittee report its 

findings and reco.mendatfons and any proposed legislation to 

the 49th Leglslatu~e. 

-End-

-2- HJR 3\ 

T H I R D R E A D I N G 



April 12, 1983 

SENATE STANDING COMMITTEE REPORT 
(Taxation) 

That House Joint Resolution No. 31 be amended as follows: 

1. Title, line 10. 
Following: "SYSTEM" 
Insert: "AND EQUALIZATION WITHIN THE CLASSES OF PROPERTY" 

2. Page 2, line 5. 
Follo\\fing: "system" 
Insert: "and equalization within the classes· of property" 

3. Page 2, line 10. 
Following: "system" 
Insert: "and equalization within the classes of property" 



~8th Legislature HJR 0031/03 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

1 

A 

9 

10 

ll 

12 

ll 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

10 

20 

ll 

22 

.'3 

24 

25 

HOUSE JOINT RESOlUTION NO• 31 

INTRODUCED BY WilliAMS, TOWEt YARDlEY, 

SHONTZ, FABREGA, NORMANt BERTELSE~, 

NORDTYEOT, TURNAGE, GALT, 8. BROWN 

BY REQUEST OF THE REVENUE OVERSIGHT COHHITTEE 

A JOINT RESOLUTION OF THE SENATE AND THE HOUSE OF 

REPRESENTATIVES OF THE STATE OF MONTANA REQUESTING THAT THE 

REVfNUt OVERSIGHT COMMITTEE CONDUCT A CO~PREHENSIVE STUDY OF 

THE PROPERTY TAX CLASSIFICATION SYSTEM AND ElllJA! IZ.Ulilli 

Sli~l~-I~E-tL~~Qf_e&Of~ IN THE STATE OF MONTANA. 

WHEREAS, the property tax is a vital element in the 

tax~tion system in the State of Hontanai and 

WHEREA§T-~eea+-~e¥erftme~-~e~+es-~~eft-p~8pe~~y-~e.e~+on 

fer-flee~+y-e~~-ef-•he-~e•--~e¥e~~~--~h~--+oe~+--~ove~"Meft~ 

~el"tf!'~at:e-5"t-eRft 

WrlEREAS. Montana•s property tax ~lflt.Allilli system 

contains 11 separate classes of property that are assessed 

dnd taxed at different rates; and 

WrlER~AS• several actions by the United Stdtes Congr~ss. 

particu1arly those relating to railroads ~nd airlines, have 

r~ised legal questions about the operation of the property 

ta~ classification system in Montana; and 

w~ERE~Sy-~~e~--eh~+eft~~-~o-the-p~oper~y-~e•-sys~em 

2 

3 

4 

s 

6 

1 

8 

9 

10 

11 

1Z 

13 

14 

15 

16 

11 

18 

19 

2~ 

<l 

22 

23 

HJR 0031/03 

folewe -s&lfte~-i-..eS~ -F estt~~ed-i-"-'!-e¥e 'P e- t""eYetttfe- -l-os'!les-·-~o--l-oee+ 

~eve•flme"~~-an6-~"e~~~&·~-ehe~~-~~t~re-eo++eet+on~•-ond 

WrlEREASt there is an uf'gent need to study and resolve 

legal. administrative, and equity issues related to the 

property tax t.~llltAIIJlll >y>te'" ~!L..EQl!ALiz.ATIO!< HIIHIN 

ll!LtLASSE!i_QE_f.B.Off.&I:t used in Montana. 

NOWt THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE SENATE AND THE HOUSE 

OF REPRESENTATIVES Of THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

(1) That the Revenue OVersight committee is requested 

to study the property tax classification system ~ 

EQUALllAilllllL__jjlltU~-~ASSES OF e&QfflUI in 'lontana and 

to include in 

adll\inistrative. 

its 

and 

classification system. 

study 

equity 

an examination of 1 egal t 

issues. related to the 

(Z) That the Legislature provide funding so that the 

Re~enue Oversight comMittee may adequ~tely staff this study 

with at least one full-time staff person. if necessary. and 

seek appropriate expert consultants to accoMplish the 

purposes ot the study. 

(3) That the Revenue Oversight ~om•ittae report its 

findings and recommendations and any proposed legislation to 

the 49th leqislature. 

-End-

-2- H.JR 31 

K E F E ~ E ~ C E B I L L 


