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RESPO~StBtLITIES FOR RECLAHATION OF THE LANDS AFFECTED SY 

MININC. AND SMELTING AND FOR THE IMPACTS Of THE CLOSURE OF 

MINING AND SMELTING OPERATIONS IN THE BUTTE-ANACONDA AREA 

AND T~E LEGAL REMEDIES FOR THOSE IMPACTS; REQUIRING THE 

EI'IVIRJHHENTAL QUALITY COUIICIL TO MONITOR AND ADVISE THE 

GOYER~OR'S OFFICE ON THE INQUIRY; AND PROVIDING AN l~EDIATE 

EFFECTIVE DATE.• 

WHEREAS, as a result of the closure of major ~lning and 

smelting operations in ~he Butte-Anaconda area9 there are 

vast amounts ot unreclai!tled areas that contribute 

siqnificantly to the continued degradation of surface and 

ground water quality; and 

~rlEREAS, these unreclaimed lands could be returned to a 

useful purpose as part of the area•s aqricu1tural land base 

or oth~r economically viable use; and 

,;,..ER.EASt unreclalmed soils in the area polluted with 

h~avy me~als recycle air pollution. thus further degrading 

air quality: and 

WrlEREAS, significant concern exists over tOe monitoring 
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1 of the flooding of the Berkely Pit and the potential effects 

2 of the flooding on the communityi and 

3 W~EREAS. a considerable amount of toxic wastes 

4 resulting from these mining and 5melting operations reMain 

5 in place in Butte and Anacondai and 

6 ~rlEREASt as a result of the air, water, and toxic waste 

7 pollution associated with these operations and re~aining 

8 unmitigated at this time, the residents of the 

9 Butte-Anaconda area suffer respiratory cancer at a rate 80% 

10 nigher than the national averagei and 

11 ~~EREAS, there has been a severe effect on the local 

12 t~x base resulting fro• the closure of •lning and smelting 

13 oparationsi and 

l't WHEREAS, the economic stability of the area nas been 

15 shattereo, resultIng in the 1 oss of e~nployment and 

16 associated businesse5 and the reduction of property values; 

17 and 

18 HIEREA.S• the need for social services for the community 

19 has exoanded significantly as a result of the closure 9 

20 without the resources necessa~y to provide those se~vices; 

<1 and 

n W.'1EREAS 9 at the time of the merqer of two major 

23 mi ner<:!l s companies, industry officials stated that 

24 substantial funds would be invested in the Anaconda-Butte 

l5 operctions to i1nprove their economic viability, yet those 
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investnents were not made, thus cont~ibuting to the closure 

of operations. 

BE IT ENACTED 8Y THE LEGISlATURE OF THE STATE OF HONTANA: 

Section l• Appropriation for legal inquiry. (1) There 

is appropriated Sl5o.ooo fro~ the general fund to the 

Governor•s office for the biennium ending June 30, 1985, for 

the purpose of conducting an inquiry into reclamation in the 

Anaconda-Butte area and the effects of the closure of •ining 

and smelting operations and legal reMedies available to the 

state and local co•~unities to •itigate the iMpacts of such 

closure• The inquiry must Include but Is not ll•ited to: 

(at legal responsibilities of the specific industry 

and the State for •ltigating environmental damage resulting 

from the operations and their closure, with emphasis on 

reclama~ion res~onsfbilities; 

(D) effects of the closure on state and local tax 

J8 revenues; 

19 (c) socio-economic effects of the closure on the 

20 affected coMmunities and remedies and resources nec@ssary to 

21 mitigate those impacts; and 

22 (d) representations •ade by various parties at the 

23 tise of the •erger of two •ajor minerals co~panies and 

24 resulting obligations of those parties. 

25 (ZJ The Governor•s office shall use existing data to 
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conduct the inquiry and •ake recommendations for possible 

legal remedies. 

Section 2. "onitoring of inquiry by Environ•ental 

Quality Council. The Environmental Quality Council shall 

monitor the inquiry provided for in section 1 and shall 

advise the Governor•s office on the inquiry and the possible 

need for legal action resulting from th@ inquiry. 

Section 3. Effective date. This act is effective on 

passaga and approval. 
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