
HOUSE BILL NO. 914 

INTRODUCED BY ASAY 1 SPAB'rH 1 WILLIAMS, YARDLEY 1 

SAUNDERS 1 ADDY 1 ELLISON 1 HAGER, lVBRSON 

March 17, 1983 

March 23, 1983 
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IN THE HOUSE 

Introduced and referred to 
Committee on Natural 
Resources. 

Committee recommend bill do 
pass as amended. Report 
adopted. 

Bill printed and placed on 
members • desks. 

On motion, taken from printing 
and referred to Committee on 
Appropriations. 

Committee recOU\mend bUl do 
pass aa amended. Report 
adopted. 

Bill printed and placed on 
members' desks. 

Second reading, do pass. 

Third readinq, passed. 
Transmitted to Senate. 

IN THE SENATE 

Introduced and referred to 
Committee on Finance and 
Claims. 

Committee recommend bill be 
concurred in as amended. 
Report adopted. 

Second reading, concurrred in. 

Third reading, concurred in. 
Ayes, 481 Noes, o. 



April 16. 1983 

April 18, 1983 

IN '1'HB HOUSE 

2 

Returned to Bouae with 
amendments. 

Second readinq, amendments 
concurred in. 

Third reading, amendments 
concurred in. 

Sent to enrollin9. 

Reported correctly enrolled. 
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4 A BILL FQR AN AI:T •AN ACT TO PROVIDE FOR ANALYSIS 

5 OF THE POTENTIAL FOR A JOINT WATER OFVELOP~ENT PROJECT 

6 BETWEE' MONTAMA AND HYOMlNG aN THE !:LARKS FORK OF THE 

1 YELLOWSTONE RIVER; AND TO AP~ROPRIATE MONEY FOR THE 

" ASSE:S$"1ENT.• 

9 

10 WHEREAS, the Clarks fork River is an interstate 

11 tribut~ry of the Yellowstone Rlvar in South Central Montana 

12 that flows from its headwaters in Wyoming through an 

l3 agricultural bas in in Carbon County, Montana, to its 

14 confluence with the Yellowstone Riveri ~nd 

15 WHEREAS, present and future agricultural, municipal, 

lf, and mineral development In the Clarks Fork River basin 

11 depen1s on a fir~ supply of water, and mainstream reservoirs 

18 would help to ~lleviate water shortages that hav~ occurred 

19 ir1 rec4nt ye3rs; ~nd 

£!) ~HER~AS 9 th~re are no cost-effective reservoir sites In 

21 the Cl~rk~ Fork RivPr basin of ~ontana but s~veral reservoir 

22 sites 'Jir""e pres.-~ntly being considered for dev~lopment in the 

l3 Clarks Fork RivPr basin in the State of Wyoming; and 

i4 WHEREAS, the apportion~ent of w~t~r of the Clarks Fork 

25 Rive.- <>etween the StJte of Montana and the )tate of Wyoming 
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is governed by the Yellowstone River Compact, but the a•ount 

of water allocated to each state under the compact has never 

been quantified, and an effective method of compact 

administration has never been established; and 

WHEREAS, the threat of overuse of the Clarks Fork River 

water by the State of Nyoming and the possible impact of 

overuse upon water users in ~ontana make it imperative that 

Montana delineate its rights under the terms of the 

Yellowstone River Compact and assess the feasibility of a 

joint storage project with th~ State of Wyoming. 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISL4TURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. 9uties of department. The Department of 

Natural Resources and Conservation shall, prior to January 

lt 1935, collact all relevant data, build hydrologic 

computer simulation models, and conduct any necessary water 

availability studies to deterw•ine Montana•s and Hyoming•s 

allocdble share 3f Clarks Fork River water under the terms 

of the Yellowstone River Compact. 

Section 2. Le1islativ~ co~mittee. There is created a 

co.omittee of ·t...a legislators frota South Central Montana, one 

selected by the Speaker of the House and one selected by the 

President of the Senat~, to provide advice to the Department 

of Natural Resources and Conservation in carrying out its 

dutie~ under s?.ction l and, in close cooperation with 

-2- I N T P, 0 D U C E D R I L L 

-:-// '}!:I 
, I 



LC 13t4{01 

1 repre~~ntative~ of the department• to conduct discussions 

2 with St~te of Wyoming officials reqardinq the f~asibility of 

3 one or more joint reservoir prr)jects in the ~tate of Wyoming 

4 that would mutually satis~y th~ present and future needs of 

5 both statP.s. The dep~rtment shall pay the eKpenses of the 

6 committee members in accordance with 5-2-302 from the funds 

7 appropriated in section 3. The committee and the 

8 department~ toqether with repr~s·~ntatives of the State of 

9 Wyomin~• shall, if feasible, £ormulate a plan to provide a 

10 basis for a joint state appraisal study. 

11 S~ction 3. Appropriation. There Is appropriated from 

12 the resource inde~nlty trust account provided for In 

13 15-38-201 [or the renewable resources development account 

14 provided tor in 90-2-102] to the Department of Natural 

15 Resources and Conservation for the biennium ending July 30 9 

16 1985• $20,700 for the purposes of implementing sections 1 

17 and z. 

-End-
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HOUSE BILL NOo 914 

INTRODUCfD BY ASAY• SPAETH, WILLIAMS• YARDLEY 9 

SAUNDERS• AOOY• ELLISON• HAGER• IVERSON 

A SILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: •AN ACT TO PROVIDE FOR ANALYSIS 

OF THE POTENTIAL FOR A JOINT WATER DEVELOPMENT PROJECT 

BETHcE~ MONTANA AND HYOHING ON THE CLARKS FORK OF THE 

YELLaWSTONE RIVER; AND TO APPROPRIATE HONEY FOR THE 

ASSESSMENT•" 

WHEREAS 9 the Clarks fork River is an interstate 

trlbut~ry of the Yellowstone River in South Central Montana 

that flows from its headwaters in Wyoming through an 

agric;•Jltural basin in Carbon County, Montana• to its 

conf1uence ~ith the Yellowstone Kiver; and 

WHERFAS, present and future agricultural, municipal, 

and mineral development in the ClarKs Fork River basin 

depends on a firm supply of water, and mainstream reservoirs 

would help to alleviate water shortages that have occurred 

in rec~nt yearsi and 

WrlEREAS 9 there are no cost-effective reservoir sites in 

t~e Clarks Fork River basin of Montana but several reservoir 

sites are presently being considered ·for develop~qent in the 

Clarks Fork River b~sin in thg State of Wyomingi and 

W~EREAS• the apportionment of water of the Clarks Fork 
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River Oetween the State of Montana and the State of Wyoming 

is qoverned by the Yellowstone Rlyer Compactt but the amount 

of water allocated to e3ch state under the co~pact has never 

been quantifiedt and an eftectiYe ~ethod of compact 

ad~inistration has never been established; and 

WHEREAS• the threat of overuse of the Clarks fork River 

water by the State of Wyoming and the possibl-e impact of 

overuse upon ~ater users in Montana make it imperative that 

Montana delineate its rights under the terMs of the 

Yellowstone River Compact and assess the feasibility of a 

joint storage project with the State of Wyoming. 

8E IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

$ection 1. Duties of department. The Department of 

Natural Resources and Conservation shall, prior to January 

lt 198'5• collect all relevant data, build hydrologic 

computer simulation models. and conduct any necessary Mater 

availability studies to determine Montana•s and Wyoming's 

alloc3ble share of Clarks Fork River water under the terms 

of the Yel1owstone River Compact. 

section 2. Leqis1ative committee. There is created a 

committee of ~"e fQUB 1eqislators ~~e~--se~~h--te"~re+ 

Monte"~T-e"~£-I~Q selected by the Speaker of the House and 

e~e IdD selected by the President of the Senate, to provide 

advice to thH Department of Natural Resources and 

S E C 0 N D R E A D I N G 
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HB 0914/03 

Conservation in ca~ryinq out Its duties under section 1 ana. 

2 in close cooperation with ~epresentatives of the depart•ent, 

3 to conduct discussions with State of Wyoming officials 

4 regarding the feasibility of one or more joint reservoir 

5 projects in the State of Wyoming that would mutually satisfy 

6 the present and future needs of both states. The department 

1 shall pay the expenses of the committee members in 

8 accordance with 5-2-302 from the funds appropriated in 

9 section 3. The com~ittee and the department• together with 

10 representatives of the State of Wyo~ing. shall 9 if feasible, 

11 for•ul~te a plan to provide a basis for a joint state 

lZ appraisal studV• 

13 

14 

Section 3. Appropriation. 

the resource lnde•nlty trust 

There is app~opriated from 

account provided for in 

15 15-38-201 {or the renewable resources development account 

16 provided for In 90-2-102] to the Depart.ent of Natural 

17 Resources and Conservation for the biennium ending July 30• 

18 1985t •~8Tf88 ~~ for the purposes of implementing 

19 secti~ns l and z. 

-End-

-3- HB 9Ft 
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HOUSE BILL NOo 91~ 

INTRODUCED BY ASAY• SPAETH, WILLIAKS• YARDLEY• 

SAUNDERS• ADOY, ELLISON• HAGER, IVERSON 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: •AN ACT TO PROVIDE FOR ANALYSIS 

OF THE POTENTIAL FOR A jQINT WATER DEVELOPMENT PROJECT 

BETWEE~ MONTANA AND WYOMING ON THE CLARKS FORK Of THE 

YELL~STDNE RIVER; AND TO APPROPRIATE HONEY 

ASSESSMENT •" 

FOR THE 

~HEREAS• the Clarks ForK River is an interstate 

tribut~ry of the Yellowstone River in South Central Montana 

that flows fro• its headwaters in Wyoming through an 

agriCIJ1tural basfn In Carbon County• Montana., to 

confluence with the Yellowstone River; and 

its 

WHERF.AS., oresent and future agricultural., municipal, 

and mineral development in the ClarKs fork Ri~er basin 

dep~nds on a fira supply of Mater, and .. ainstream reservoirs 

would help to alleviate ~ater shortages that have occurred 

in recent years; and 

HHEREAS. there are no cost-effective reservoir sites in 

t~e Clarks Fork River basin of Montan~ but several reservoir 

sites are presently being considered for develop•ent in the 

Cl~rks Fork River basin in the State of Wyo~ing; and 

w~EREAS• the apportionment of water of the Clarks Fork 
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River between the State of "ontana and the State of Nyo•ing 

Is governed by the Yellowstone River Co•pact, but the a.aunt 

of water allocated to each state under the co•pact has never 

been quantified• and an effective •ethod of compact 

ad•inistration has never been established; and 

WHEREAS. the threat of overuse of the Clarks Fork River 

water by the State o~ Wyoming and the posslbl·e iMpact of 

overuse upon water users in Montana make it i•perative that 

Montana dellneat@ Its rights under the ter•s of the 

Yellowstone River Coupact and assess the feasibility of a 

joint storage project with the State of wyoMing. 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Duties of department. The Oepart~nt of 

Natural Resources and Conservation shall• prior to January 

l• 1965t collect all relevant data• build hydrologic 

co~puter sf.ulation models, and conduct any necessary water 

availability studies to determine Hontana•s and Wyoming•s 

alloc~ble share of Clarks Fork River water under the terms 

of the Yellowstone River Compact. 

Section 2. Legislative co~•ittee. There is created a 

COIUnittee of twe fOUl legislators ~roe--Se~~h--&eft~ra~ 

Men~8"ay-oneL-IWQ selected by the Speaker of the House an~ 

one I¥D selected by the President of the Senate, to provide 

advice to th~ DepartMent of Natural 
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1 Conservation In carryinq out Its duties under section 1 ana, 

2 in close cooperation with representatives of the depart•ent, 

3 to conduct discussions with State of Wyoming officials 

4 regarding the feasibility of one or more joint reservoir 

5 projects in the state of Wyo•ing that would mutually satisfy 

6 the present and future needs o~ both states. The depart.ent 

1 shall pay the expenses of the co••ittee •embers in 

8 accordance with 5-Z-302 fro• the funds appropriated in 

9 section 3. Tha co .. ittee and the department• together with 

10 representatives of the State o~ Wyo•ing, shall• if feasible• 

ll foraul~te a plan to provide a basis for a joint stat~ 

12 appraisal study. 

13 Section 3. Appropriation. There is appropriated fro• 

14 th~ resource lnde•nlty trust account provided for in 

15 15-38-201 [or the reneMable re$ources develop .. nt account 

16 provided ~or In 90-2-102] to the Depart.ant of Natural 

17 Resources and Conservation for the biennium ending July 30, 

18 1985• •~..a ll&OQQ for the purposes of l•plenentlng 

19 sectl~ns 1 and 2. 

-End-

-3- H8 9llt 



April 14, 1983 

SENATE STANDING COMMITTEE REPORT 
(Finance & Claims) 

That House Bill No. 914 be amepded as follows: 

1. Title, line 8. 
Following: "RIVER" 
Strike: remainder of line 8 through "ASSESSHENT" on line 9 

2. Page 3, line l3. 
strike: lines 13 through 19 in their entirety. 
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HOUSE BILL NO. 914 

INTRODUCED BY ASAV• SPAETH• WILLIAMS• YARDLEY• 

SAUNDERS• ADDY• ~LLISON• HAGER• IVERSON 

A Bill FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: •AN ACT TO PROVIDE FOR ANALYSIS 

~F THF POTENTIAL FOR A JOINT WATER DEVELOPMENT PROJECT 

BETWEEN HONUNA A"'O WYOMING ON THE CLARKS FORK OF THE 

YELLOWSTONE RIYERt--AN&--~9--APPR8PRfA~E--H8NE¥---F8~--~HE 

A5SESSHEN'J.R 

WHEREAS• the Clarks Fork River is an interstate 

tributary of the Yellowstone River In South Central Montana 

that f 1 aws from its headwaters in Wyom i n<J t.hrough an 

agricultural basin in Carbon county, Montana, to its 

confluence with the Yellowstone River; and 

WHEREAS. present and future agricultural, Municipal, 

3nd ~~n~ral development in the Clarks Fork ~iver basin 

dep~nds on a firm supply of water. and mainstream resPrYoirs 

woutd help to alleviate ~ater shortages that have occurred 

in recent t~ars; and 

WrlEREAS. the~e a~e no cost-effective reservoir sites in 

the Clarks Fork River basin of Montana but several reser~oir 

sites are presently being cOnsidered for developaent in the 

~larks Fork Riv~r basin in the State of Wyoming; and 

WHEREAS• the apportionMent of ~ater of the Clarks Fork 
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River between the State of Montana and the State of Wyo•ing 

is governed by the Yello~stone River Compa~t. but the a•ount 

of water allocated to each state under the compact has never 

been quanti f i ed• and an effective aethod of co•pact 

ad•inistration has never been established; and 

WHEREAS• the threat of overuse of the Clarks Fork River 

water by the State of Wyoming and the possible impact of 

overuse upon water users in Montana make it imperative that 

Montana delineate its rights under the ter~ of the 

Yellowstone River Compact and assess the feasibility of a 

joint storage project with the State of WyoMing. 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. outies of department. The department of 

natural resources and conservation shall• prior to January 

1• 1985 9 collect alJ relevant data. build hydrologic 

computer simulation models. and conduct any necessary water 

availability studies to determine Montana•~ and Wyoming•~ 

a11ocable share o~ Clarks Fork River water unde~ the ter•s 

of the Y~llowstone River compact. 

Section 2 • Legis\ a·t i ve COIIURi ttee. There is cr-eated a 

COIR18 i ttee of ~e £QY& legislators f~em--Sou~h--~e~~~e~ 

Keft~aft&?-efte~-IH~ selected by the speaker of the house and 

eRe IMD selected by the president of the senate, to provide 

advice to the department of natural resources and 

K E F E R E 11 C E B I L L 
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1 conservation in carrying out its duties under section 1 and, 

Z in close cooperation with representatives of the department9 

3 to conduct discussions with state of Wyo~ing officials 

4 regarding the feasibility of one or more joint reservoir 

5 projects in the Stdte of Wyoming that would mutually satisfy 

6 the present and future needs of both states. The department 

7 shall pay the expense$ of the committee members in 

8 accordance with 5-2-302 ~rem--~he--¥~ftds--eppr~r+eted--f" 

9 see+•eft--3. The coMMittee and the depdrt•ent 9 together with 

10 representatives of the state of Wyoming, shall, if feasible, 

11 formulate a plan to provide a basis for a joint state 

12 appraisal study. 

13 See~+eft~.--A~epP+et+oftw---~~e~e-?9-ep,roprTe~ee-~ro• 

14 ~he--~e.a~~ee--•"*e•n~~--~¥ti~--oeeeaft~--prow?ded--~er---+n 

15 ~8-i9~--feP--~e--re~eweb~e-re5~ree~-deve~~--~-aeeew~~ 

16 p~+~&-~er-+n--9~*&~;--~e--~he--&epe~~nt--~--N~~~s+ 

17 ~e5&tirees--Sftd-Eenserye~+eft-for-~he-b?enn+u•-eftd~g-d~+y-39T 

18 ~98~y tr9y~69 tti~ fer--~e--p~~po~e3--of--?mpfemen~~"' 

19 see~+eft~-+-eftd-~• 

-End-

-3- HS 914 
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