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BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MDNT,NA: 

section 1. Short title. [This act] may be cited as the 

•Montana Stream Floating Manage.ent Act of 1983•• 

Section 2. Purpose. The purpose of [this act] is to 

provide for registration of stream floating craft and to use 

the fees collected for Stream manage•ent activities that 

will i•prove tha relationship between landowners and streaM 

recreatlonlsts. 

Section 3. Definitions. As used In [this act], the 

tollo-ing definitions apply: 

(1} •craft• •eans a canoe, a kayak. an Inflatable 

boat, a skiff• or ant other boat designed to be propelled by 

oar or paddle• The term does not Include motorboats as 

defined In 23-Z-502, float-fishing tubes• inflatable tire 

tubes, air •attresses. or other floatable objec~s not 

designad fo~ use as a craft to be propelled by oar or 

paddle. 
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(Z) •craft decal" .eans the decal required for any 

craft that Is not a dealer or •anufacturer craft or a craft 

that has a maxi•um capacity of one occupant. 

(3) •oealer or manufacturer craft decal• •eans the 

decal required for any craft that Is owned by a dealer or 

manuf3cturer and that Is being used ·far a purpose related to 

the selling of the craft by the dealer or •anufacturer. 

(4) •oecal• means a craft decal, individual craft 

decal. or dealer or aanufacturer craft decal. 

(5) •oepartment• .eans the depart11ent of fish, 

wildlife• and parks created In 2-15-3~01. 

(6) •Individual craft decal• means the decal required 

for any craft that has a maxi•u• capacity of one occupant• 

Section 4• Decals required. (1) Any craft floating on 

a stream must display a craft decal• Individual craft decal. 

or dealer or man~facturer craft decal• as appropriate, on 

each side of the for•ard half of the craft. 

(Z) Decals are valid for 1 year beginning on March 1 

of each year and must be ~enewed annually. 

(3) The owner of a craft •ust apply for a decal from a 

dec~l agentt as provided in [section 5]• or froa the 

department. 

Section 5. Decals application procedure-- fees. 

(1) The department shall: 

(a) prescribe a decal application formt 
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(D) design a craft decal formt an individual craft 

de~al fora, and a dealer or aanufacturer craft decal form, 

each of whIch 1111st be changed annually; 

(c) make available applications for decals and Issue 

decals upon su~ission of the appropriate application and 

payment of the appropriate fee; 

(d) appoint decal agents, as needed• to Issue decals 

upon coapletion of an application form, according to rules 

adopted by ~he depart•ent; and 

Pl• 

(e) deposit fees collected as provided in subsection 

(2) Fees for decals are as follows: 

(a) $~ per craft annually for craft decals; 

(bl $2 per craft annually for individual craft decals; 

(c) $5 per craft annually for Initial dealer or 

manufacturer craft decals and sz per craft annually for any 

additional dealer or manufacturer craft decals for the sa•e 

craft. 

(3) Total fees collected aust be trans•ltted to the 

state treasurer for deposit In the earmarked revenue fund 

for use by the depart•ent for purposes of [section 6)• 

Section 6. Funds for strea• Management. Funds derived 

fro• fees, fines, and forfeited bonds allocated to the 

depart•ent under {this act] .ust be spent for the following 

purposes1 
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(1) leasing of property to be used for stream access 

sites or campsites; 

(21 financing streaM ~anageMent activities for the 

purpose of improving the rela·tionshlp bett~~een landowners and 

strea~ recreationlsts. Including but not limited to: 

(al assisting 1 andowners in constructing and 

•aintaining necessary fences or other structures that are 

compatible with stream floating; 

(bJ posting signs to warn floaters of stream hazards 

and to identify public access areas; 

(c) publishing maps showing public access areas and 

land ownership; and 

(d) assisting in cleanup on stream corridors. 

Section 1. Enforcement -- penalty. (1) The department. 

the attorney generalw and the several county attorneys shall 

enforce the provisions of [this act]• 

(2) Any violation of [section It) Is a Misde•eanor and 

upon conviction is punishable by a fine of not more than 

$500. 

(3J All fines and bond forfeitures •ust be transmitted 

to tne state treasurer and deposited in the earmarked 

revenue fund for use by the department for purposes of 

[sectl<>n 6]• 

Section e. Effective date. This act Is effective March 

1. 1984. 

-End-
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STATE OF MONTANA 
REQUEST NO. _4_80_-_8"""'"3-

FISCAL NOTE 
Form BD-15 

In compliance with a written request received February 18 , 19 ....[L_ , there is hereby submitted a Fiscal Note 

for House Bill 877 
pursuant to Title 6, Olepter 4, Pert 2 of the Montana Code Annotated IMCAI. 

Background information used in developing this Fiscal Nota is available from the Office of Budget end Program Planning, to members 

of the LegislatUre upon request. 

DESCRIPTION OF PROPOSED LEGISLATION: 

House Bill 877 provides for registration of stream floating craft; provides fees 
for registration and decals; and provides penalties. 

ASSUMPTIONS: 

1) Assume 30,000 crafts will be licensed. 
2) Assume 1,400 violations. 
3) The department will be required to provide enforcement and cleanup services 

equal to funds acquired by sale of licenses and fines. 
4) Administrative duties will be split between Law Enforcement, Parks and 

Central Services. 

FISCAL IMPACT: 

Revenue: 

Expenditures: 
Personal Services 
Operating 
Equipment 

FISCAL NOTE 16: Z/1 

FY84 

$130,500 

60,500 
67,000 
3,000 

$130,500 

FY85 

$130,500 

.60,500 
67,000 

3,000 
$130,500 

16 

BUDGET DIRECTOR 

Office of Budget and Program Planning 

Date: 2. · <.. D - K' J 
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HOUSE BILL ;w. 877 

INTRODUCED BY REAM• HARPER• KADAS• 

VELEBER• Jo JENSEN• HANSEN• DRISCOLL• 

HENAHAN• KEHMIS. HAGER• JACOBSON• BERG• 

BARDA~OUVE• BERTELSEN• BERGENE• METCALF• 

HARRINGTON• ECP: 9 FAGG• ADDY• MOHAR• DAlLY• 

NISBET• FARRIS• HART• DONALDSO~• HALLIGAN 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT TO REQUIRE THAT DECALS 

8E DIWLAYED ON CRAFT FLOATING ON STREAMS AND TO PROVIDE FOR 

USE OF DECAL FEES COLLECTED FOR ST~EAH MANAGEMENT 

ACTIVITIES; ANO PROVIDING A DELAYED EFFECTIVE DATE.• 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STAlE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Short title. [This act]- may b~ cite~ as the 

11 P.~ontana Stream Floatin~ ManageMent Act of 1983"• 

S~ction 2. Purpose. The purpose of [this act] Is to 

provi·de for regis-tration of st¥eam floating craft and to use 

the fees collected for stream management activities that 

will im?rove the relationship between landowners and stream 

recreationists. 

~ection 3. Oefinitfons. As used in (this act]• the 

fcllo•lng definitions apply• 

(11 •cratt• means a canoe, a katakt an inflatable 

boat, a skiff, or any other bo3t jesigned to be propelled by 
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oar or paddle. The term does not include •otorboats as 

defined in 23-2-502• float-fishing tubes. inflatable tire 

tubest air mattresses, or other floatable objects not 

designed for use as a craft to be propelled by oar or 

paddle. 

IZJ •craft decal" means the decal required for any 

cra~t that Is not a dealer or manufacturer craft e~-a--ers•~ 

that-has-e-m~Tmam-eepee+~y-e~-ene-oee~pe~~. 

(3) •Dealer or •anufacturer craft decal• aeans the 

decal required for any ·craft that is owned by a dealer or 

manufacturer and that is being used for a purpose·related to 

the sellinq of the craft by the dealer or manufacturer. 

(4) "Decal" .eans a craft decaly--T"d+YTd~~-ere~~ 

deea~ or dealer or ~anufactu~er craft decal. 

(5) •Department• means the depart11ent of fish, 

wildlife, and parks created in 2-15-3401. 

tOt--• 'fnd+Y+et~af.--e rt!l~'t· ~tfeeel-•-m"M!!M-._he-deee4--reqtt+1"-ed 

fer-•~1-e~sft-~ha~-he~-e-me~+m~m-eepee+~y-of--one--eee~pa"~• 

Section 4. Decals required. (1) Any craft floating on 

a stream must display a craft decaly-~nd+Ytduet-ereft-deeet• 

or de3ler or mdnufacturer craft decal, as appropriate, on 

each side of the forward half of the craft. 

(2) Decals are valid for l year beginning on ~arch 1 

of eQch year and must be renewed annu3lly. 

(3) The owner of a craft must dpply for a decal from a 

-2- Hll 877 
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decal agent, as provided In [section s], or from the 

department. 

Section s. Decals application procedure-- fees. 

C l) The departHnt shall: 

(a) prescribe a decal applicat;on form; 

(b) design a craft decal formt an indivi1ual craft 

decal forMt and ~ dealer or manufacturer craft decal forM, 

each of which must be changed annually; 

(c) cake ava·ilable applications for decals and issue 

decals upon submission of the appro?riate application and 

payment of the appropriate fee; 

(d) appoint decal agents, as needed, to issue decals 

upon cot~pletion of an application form., according t.o rules 

adopted by the depart•ent; and 

C3) • 

{e) deposit tees collected as provided in subsection 

(2) Fees 'or decals are as fellows: 

(aJ S4 per craft annually for craft decals; 

fbt--•~pe~a¥~nnae++y-fer-tnd+w+d~•-ere¥~-deee+~ 

tet~ $5 per craft annu•lly for Initial dealer or 

manufacturer craf~ decals· aftd sz per cra~t annually for any 

additional dealer or .anufacturer craf~ decals for the sa.e 

craft. 

(3) Total fees collected MUst be transMitted to the 

state treasurer for deposit In the earmarked revenue fund 
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for use by the department ~or purposes of [sec~lon 6]• 

Section 6. Funds for stream management. Funds derive~ 

fro~ fees, fines' and forfeited bonds allocated to the 

Qepart~ent under [this act] must be spent for the following 

purposes: 

(lJ Jeasing of property to be used for stream access 

sites or ca~psites; 

(2) financing stream manage•ent activities for the 

purpo~e of iaproving the rela~Jonshlp between landowners and 

stream recreationlsts• including but not limited to: 

(aJ assisting landowners in cons~ructing and 

maintaining necessary fences or other structures that are 

coapatible with strea• floating; 

(b) posting signs to warn floaters of stream hazards 

and to Identify public access areas; 

(c) p•blishinQ maps showing public access areas and 

land ownership; and 

(d) assisting ,in cleanup on str'?"am corridors. 

Section 7• F-nforcement -- penalty. (1) The department• 

the attorney general, and th& several county attorneys shall 

enforce the provisions of {this act]. 

CZ) Any violation of [section 't] Is a lllsdea,anor and 

upon conviction Is punishable by a Ylne of not •ore than 

$500. 

(3) All fines •nd bond forfeitures Must ba transmitted 

-It- HB 977 
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the ear marked 

purposes of 

Section B. Effective date. Thts act is ~ffectlve March 

1, l98tt. 

-End-
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