
HOUSE BILL NO. 876 

INTRODUCED BY JACOBSEN, E. SMI~H, ETCBART, SCHYE, 
D. MANNING, TVEIT, VINCER, SOLBERG, RYAN, SHON~Z 

February 15, 1983 

March 28, 1983 

April 5, 1983 

April 14, 1993 

April 15, 1983 

April 16, 1983 

IN THE HOUSE 

Introduced and ~eferred to 
Committee on Appropriations. 

Committee recommend bill do 
pass as amended. Report 
adopted. 

Bill printed and placed on 
members' desks. 

Second reading, do pass. 

Third reading, passed. 
Transmitted to Senate. 

IN THE SENATE 

Introduced and referred to 
Committee on Finance and 
Claims. 

Colltllittea recommend bill be 
concurred in ae amended. 
Report adopted. 

Second reading, concurred in. 

Third reading, concurred in. 
Ayes, 481 Noes, 0. 

IN THE HOUSE 

Returned to House with 
amendments. 



April 18, 1983 
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Second readinq, amendments 
concurred in. 

Third reading, amendments 
concurred in. 

Sent to enrollinq. 

Reported correctly enrolled. 
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IJ,g41. &ILL NOo .Elk. 
INTRODUC_EO BY'~----~~ 
.;j-~~ J/NfJtY '?<-_? ~ 11a 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: •AN ACT TO APPROPRIATE MONEY' 

FROM THE RESOURCE INDEMNITY TRUST ACCOUNT TO THE DEPARTMENT 

OF N~TURAL RESOURCES AND CONSERVATION FOR USE BY THE 

SHERIDAN COUNTY CONSERVATION DISTRICT FOR AN EVALUATION• 

QUANTIFICATION, AND NAPPING OF THE GROUND NATER RESOURCES IN 

THE ANCESTRAL MISSOURI RIVER CHANNEL AND ADJACENT AREAS IN 

SHERIDAN• ROOSEVELT• DANIELS• VALLEY• MCCONE, AND RICHLAND 

COUNTIES.• 

~HEREAS, northeastern Montana has been undergoing 

extensive oil and gas develop•ent• rapid installation of 

irrigation systeMSt and planning for coal and potash 

deval~paent• and se~ious concerns relating to the ground 

water resources of the region have been expressed by the 

citizens of nor~heaste~n Montana; and 

~HEREAS• water quantity. quality• and availability for 

the entire area need to be evaluated before further 

devel~p.ent occurs to determine optimum utilization of 

ground water for agriculture. industry, do•estic, and 

awunl ci ?31 uses and •1 ni 111 ze undesIrable socIal, economi Ct 

and environmental Impacts; and 

W~EREAS, prell•lnary Investigations begun in 1982 
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LC 1191/01 

indicate that there are potentially large quantities of 

ground wa~er in the ancestral Missouri River channel and 

adjacent areas in Sheridan, Roosevelt, Daniels, Valley, 

McCone. and Richland Counties that May provide the 

opportunity to increase productivity and provide new sources 

of potable water for •unicipal and rural areas. as well as 

stability for the agricultural indUstry of this se•iarid 

region of tha s~ate; and 

WHEREAS• the State of North Dakota and the Province of 

saskatchewan are continuing to develop ground water 

resources adjacent to this region; and 

~HEREAS• cooperation and support for an investigation 

have been pledged fro. •any sources. Including Sheridan. 

Daniels. Roosevelt• ¥alley, McCone. and Richland County 

conservation dlstrlcts9 the Nor~heastern Montana Land and 

Mineral Association, the Three Corners ~oundarr Association. 

the ~ontana Association of Conservation Districts• the 

Montana Bureau of Mines and Geology. the Department of 

Natural Resources and Conservation, the Oil and Gas 

Conservation Board, the United States Geological Survey, the 

Uni~e1 States Fish and Wildlife Service• the Bureau of 

Indian Affairs, and the EnvironMental Protection Agency. 

BE IT ENACTED BV THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Appropriation. There is appropriated 

-z- I N T R 0 D U C E D B I L L 

,L jf/ 
' 
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u: 1191{01 

1 $250.000 from the resource inde•nlty trust account created 

2 in 15-38-201 to the Oepart•ent of ~atural Resources and 

3 Conservation to administer a grant to the Sheridan county 

~ Conservation District for the bienniu• ending June 30. 1985• 

S to co•plete the evaluation. quantification. and mapping of 

6 the ground watar resources of the ancestral Missouri River 

1 channel and adjacent areas in Sheridan. Roosevelt, Daniels. 

8 Valley. McCone. and Richland Counties. 

9 Section 2. Report• The Sheridan County Conservation 

10 Dls~rlc~ shall ad•lnister these funds In cooperation with 

11 the c~unttes naMed In section 1 and provide aaps and a 

lZ report describing the quantity and quality of ground wa~er 

13 resources available In the region for use by area planners. 

1~ local organfzation5• st•te and federal agencies. and 

15 citizens of northeastern Montana. 

16 Sec~lon 3. Use of report and da~a. The Sheridan coun~y 

IT Conservation District and the conservation districts of the 

18 coun~ies naD8d In sec~lon 1 shall utilize ~he report and 

19 data in ad•lnls~erlng ground wa~er righ~s reserved by the 

20 districts In cooperation wl~h the Departaent of Natural 

21 Resources and Conservation as specified under Chapter 691~ 

zz Laws of 1979. 

-End-

-3-
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HOUSE BILL NO• 876 

Approved by cornm. 
on Appropriations 

INTRODUCED BY JACOBSENt E. SMITHo ETCHART, SCHYEt 

Do HANNING, TVEIT, YlNGERo SOLBERG, RYANt SHONTZ 

A BIU FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT TO APPROPRIATE HONEY 

FROM THE RESOURCE INDEHNITY TRUST ACCOUNT TO THE DEPARTMENT 

OF i~ATURAL RESOURCES ANO CONSERVATION FOR USE BY THE 

SHERIDAN COUNTY CONSERVATION DISTRICT FOR AN EVALUATION, 

QUANTIFICATION, AND HAPPING OF THE GROUND WATER RESOURCES l~ 

THE ANCESTRAL MISSOURI RIVER CHANNEL A~D ADJACENT AREAS IN 

SHERIDAN, ROOSEVELt, DANIELS, VALLEYo HCCONEr AND RICHLAND 

COUNTlES.• 

WHEREAS• northeastern Montana has been under-going 

extensive oil and qas developt~ent., rapid installation of 

i rri gat ion syste11s, and planning for coal and potash 

devel~p•entt and serious concerns relating to the ground 

water resources of the region ha~e been expressed by the 

citiz~ns of northeastern Montana; and 

-fiiHEREAS, water quantity,. qualltyt and avai labi 1 tty for 

the entire area need to be evaluated before further 

develop~ent occurs to determine opti•u• utilization of 

ground water for agriculture, industry, domestic• and 

~unicipal uses and minimize undesirable social• economic, 

and environmental impacts; and 
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HB 0876/02 

WHEREAS, preli•inary investigations begun in 1982 

indicate that there are potentially large quantities of 

ground water in the ancestral Missouri River channel and 

adjac•~t areas In Sheridan. Roosevelt• Daniels, Valley, 

McCone, and Richland Counties that eay provide the 

opportunity to increase productivity and provide new sources 

of potable water for municipal and rural areas. as well as 

stability for the agricultural industry of this semiarid 

region of the state; and 

WHEREAS, the State of North Dakota and the Province of 

Sas~atchewan are continuing to develop ground water 

resources adjacent to this region; and 

W~EREAS, cooperation and support for an Investigation 

have been pledged from •any sources., including Sheridan, 

Daniels, Roosevelt, Valley. McCone• and Richland County 

conservation districts, the Northeastern Montana Land and 

Mineral Association, the Three Corners Boundary Association, 

the Montana Association of Conservation Districts, the 

Montana Bureau of Mines and Geology. the Department of 

Natural Resources and Conservation, the Oil and Gas 

Conservation Board• the United States Geological Survey, the 

United States Fish and Wildlife Servicet the Bureau of 

Indian Affairs, and the Environmental Protection A-gency. 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

-2- H6 876 

SECOND R E A D I N G 



H8 087&/0Z 

1 Section 1. Appropriation. There i 5 appropriated 

Z ~§8y988 il£Dn0 fro• the resource indemnity trust account 

3 created In 15-38-201 to the Department of Natural Resources 

4 and Conservation to ad~inister a grant to the Sheridan 

5 County conservation District for the blenniu• ending 4une 

6 30, 1985, to complete the evaluation, quantification, and 

7 mapping of the ground water resources of the ancestral 

8 Missouri River channel and adjacent areas in Sheridan. 

9 Roosevelt• Daniels, Valley, McCone, and Richland Counties. 

10 Section 2. Report. The Sheridan County Conservation 

11 District shall ad•inister these funds In cooperation with 

12 the counties named in section 1 and provide aaps and a 
~ 

13 report describing the quantity and quality of ground water 

1~ resources available in the region for use by area planners, 

15 local organizations, state and federal agencies, and 

16 citizens of northeastern Montana. 

17 Section 3. Use of report and data. The Sheridan county 

18 Conservation District and the conservation districts of the 

19 counties named in section 1 shall utilize the report and 

ZO data in administering ground water rightS reserved by the 

21 districts In coop8ratfon with the DepartMent of Natural 

i2 R9sources and Conservation as specified under Chapter 697y 

23 Laws of 1979. 

-End-

-3- HB 876 
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HOUSE 8ILL NO• 87& 

INTRODUCED BY JACOBSE~• e. SMITH, ETCHART, SCHYE• 

o. MANNING, TVEIT, YINGER• SOLBERG• RYAN• SHONTZ 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: •AN ACT TO APPROPRIATE MONEY 

FADM rHE RESOURCE INDEMNITY TRUST ACCOUNT TO· THE DEPARTMENT 

OF ·~HURAL RESOURCES ANO CONSERVATION FOR USE BY THE 

SHERIDAN COUNTY CONSERVATION DISTRICT FOR AN EVALUATION, 

QUA~TIFlCATlONo AND MAPPING OF THE GROUND WATER RESOURCES IK 

THE A~CESTRAL MISSOURI RIVER CHANNEL A~O ADJACENT AREAS IN 

SHERIDAN• ROOSEVELt, DANIELS• VALLEY, MCCONE, AND RICHLAND 

COUNTIES.• 

WHEREAS 9 northeaste~n Montana has been undergoing 

extensive oil and qas develop•entt rapid installation of 

irrigation syste~s. and planning for coal and potash 

devel~p•ent 9 and serious concerns relating to the ground 

water resources of the region have been expressed by the 

~itiz~ns of northeastern Montana; and 

MHERFAS 9 water quantity, quality, and availability for 

the entire ar~a need to be evaluated before further 

development occurs to deteraine opti•u• utilization of 

ground ~ater for agriculture, industry, domestic, and 

~untcipal uses and minimize undesirabl@ social9 economic, 

and environmental impacts; and 
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Hll 087&/02 

WHEREAS, preli•inary investigations begun in 1982 

indicate that there are potentially large quantities of 

ground water in the ancestral Missouri River channel and 

adjac~~t areas In Sheridan, Roosevelt• Daniels• Yalley 9 

HcCone, and Richland Counties that ... y provide the 

opportunity to increase productivity and provide new sources 

of potable water for •unicipal and rural areas. as well as 

stability for the agricultural industry of this semiarid 

region of the state; and 

WHEREAS, the State of North Dakota and the Province of 

Saskatchewan are continuing to develop ground water 

r~so~rces adjacent to ~his region; and 

WHEREAS• cooperation and support for an investigation 

have been pledged froM •any sources. including Sheridan, 

Daniels, Roosevelt 9 Valley, McCone. and Richland County 

conservation districts, the Northeastern Montana Land and 

Mineral Association, the Three Corners Boundary Association, 

the Montana Association of Conservation Districts, the 

Montana Bureau of Minas and Geology. the Departeent of 

Natural Resources and Conservation, the Oil and Gas 

Conservation Roard 9 the United States Geological Survey. the 

United States Fish and Wildlife Service, the Bureau o~ 

India~ Affairs, anG the Environmental Protection A~ency. 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

-2- HB 876 

T H I R D READING 
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Section 1. Appropriation. 

~58y999 14LQQD froM the resource 

There is 

indet~nity 

HB 0876/0Z 

appropriated 

trust account 

3 created In 15-38-201 to the Department of Nat~ral Resources 

~ and Conservation to administer a grant to the Sheridan 

5 County conservation Olstrlc~ for the blenniu• ending June 

6 lOt 1985w to coaplete the evaluation, quantification, and 

1 mapping of the ground water resources of the ancestral 

8 Missouri River channel and adjacent areas in Sheridan, 

9 Roosevelt, Daniels, Valley, McCone, and Richland Counties. 

10 S~ctlon 2. Report. The Sheridan County Conservation 

11 District shall ad•inister these funds in cooperation with 

12 the counties naMed in section 1 and provide .aps and a 

13 report deserlblng the quantity and quality of ground water 

14 resources available in the region for use b' area planners, 

15 local organizations. state and federal aqenclesy and 

16 citizens of nor~heastern Montana. 

11 Section 3. Use of report and data. The Sheridan county 

18 Conservation District and the conservation districts of the 

19 counties na~d in section 1 shall utilize the report and 

20 data in administering ground water rights· reserved by the 

Zl districts In cooperati-on with the Department of Natural 

Zz R&sources and Conservation as specified under Chapter 697~ 

23 Laws of 1979. 

-End-

-3- H8 876 

.~ 



April 14, 1983 

SENATE STANDING COMMITTEE REPORT 
(Fin~nce & Claims) 

That House Bill No. 876 be amended as follows: 

l. Page 3, line 2. 
Following: ''$~567666'' 
Strike: ''$1,000'' 
Insert: "up to $150, 000" 
Following: "the" 
Insert: "remainder of the" 
Followinq: "trust" 
Insert: "interest" 

2. Page 3, 
Following: 
Insert: " 

line 4 
"Conservation" 
after any allocations made under House Bill 447,'' 
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HOUSE BILL NOo 876 

INTRODUCED BY JACOBSEN• Eo SMITH, ETCHART, SCHYE, 

Do MANNING, TYEIT, YINGER• SOLBERG• RYAN, SHONTZ 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: •AN ACT TO APPROPRIATE MONEY 

FROM THE RESOURCE INDEMNITY TRUST ACCOUNT TO THE DEPARTMENT 

OF riATURAL RESOURCES ANU CONSERVATION FOR USE BY THE 

SHERIDAN COUNTY CONSERVATION DISTRICT FOR AN EVALUATION, 

QUA~TIFICATION, AND MAPPING OF THE GROUND WATER RESOURCES IN 

THE ANCESTRAL MISSOURI RIVER CHANNEL AND ADJACENT AREAS IN 

SHERI~AN, ROOSEVELT• DANIELS, VALLEY, MCCONE, AND RICHLAND 

COUhTIES.• 

W':-tEREAS• 

extensive oi 1 

northeastern Montana has been undergoing 

and 

irrigation systeMSt 

gas 

and 

development, rapid installation of 

planning for coal and potash 

devel~pment, and serious concerns relating to the ground 

water resources of the region have been expressed by the 

citiz~ns of northeastern Montana; and 

~HEREAS, Mater quantity, quality, and availability for 

t~e entire area need to be evaluated before further 

development occurs to determine opti•u• utilization of 

ground water for agricultu,-e, industry, domestic' and 

•untcip~l uses and minimize undesirable social, economic~ 

~d environmental iMpacts; and 
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HB OB76/03 

WHEREAS,. preliminary investigations begun in 1982 

indic~te that there are pot9ntlally large quantities of 

ground water in the ancestral Missouri River channel and 

i!!ldjacent areas in Sheridan,. 

McCone, 3nd Richland counties 

Roosevelt• 

that 1tay 

Daniels~ Valley, 

provide the 

opportunity to increase productivity and provide new sources 

of potable water for municipal and rural areas, as well as 

stabll ity for the agricultural industry of this semiarid 

regia~ of the state; and 

~HEREAS, th@ State of North Dakota and the Province of 

Saskatchewan are continu;ng to devetop ground water 

resources adjacent to this region; and 

ffHEREAS, coopE="ration and support tor an investigation 

have been pledged front many s<">urcest 

Daniels• Hoosevelt• Valley, "cCone. 

conservation districts, the Northeastern 

including Sheridan, 

and Richland County 

Montana land and 

Mfner31 Associativn, the Three Corners Boundary Association. 

the ~ontana Association of Conservation Districts, the 

Monta1d Bureau of Mines and Geology, the Depart•ent of 

Natur::tl Resources and Conservation. the Oil and Gas 

conservation P.oard9 the United States Geological Survey, the 

Unite1 States Fish and Wildlife Service, the Bureau of 

India~ Affairs, and the ~nvironmental Protection Agency. 

SE IT ENACTEU oY THE LEGISlATURE OF THE STATE Of MONTANA: 

-2- HB 876 

R E F E R E N C E B I L L 
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1 

2 

3 

~action 1. Appro~riation. Ther~ 

1~5&.888 tiziAi Uf-IC-ll~g~ fron the 

r9sour~e indemnity trust ~&fil 

HB 0676/03 

is appropriated 

~~~Al~&_ OF THE 

account created in 

4 15-38-201 to the Depa~taent of Natural Resources and 

5 Conservatlons__AEIER ANX--lLLot~~QE yNQE&_~-AlLL 

6 ~il& to ad•inister a grant to the Sheridan County 

1 Conservation District for the biennium ending June 30t 1985, 

8 to c~mplete the evaluation, quantification. and •~pping of 

9 the ground water resources of the ancestral Missouri River 

10 channel and adjacent areas in Sheridan 9 Roosevelt• Oanielst 

11 Valley, McCone. and Richland Counties. 

12 Section 2. Report. The Sheridan County Conservation 

13 District shall administer these funds In cooperation with 

14 the counties na~ed In section 1 and provide maps and a 

15 report describing th~ quantity and qualfty of ground water 

16 resources available In the region for use by are• planners. 

11 local organizations. state and federal agencies. and 

18 citizens of northeastern Montana. 

19 Section 3. Use of report and data. The Sherld~n County 

20 Conser~atlon District and the conservation districts of the 

Zl countiAs named In section 1 shall utilize the report and 

22 data in ~d~lnistering ground water rights reserved by the 

23 districts in cooperation with the Oepart•ent of Natural 

z~ Resources and Conservation as specified under Chapter 697• 

25 laws of 1979. 
-End-

-3- Hll 876 


