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-IU..~BILL NOo _ _f.5![ 

-------------
A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: •AN ACT TO GENERALLY 

STAND~RDIZE NOTICE REQUIREMENTS RELATING TO THE CONDUCT OF 

BUS1N£SS OF LOCAL GOVERNMENT UNITS OTHER THAN 

NUNlti PALITI ES; AMENDING SECTIONS T-2-2704t 7-2-2756t 

7-4-ZlHo J-5-2301, 1-6·- Z326, 7-6-Z342, T-6-26lJ5, 7-8·-101, 

7-8-2?12, 7-B-2216o T-8-2302t 7-B-2511• 7-11-22R, T-13-145o 

7-lJ-~oa, 7-13-2~04, 7-l3-23't5o 7-14-2706, T-14-46'1olo 

T-15-2103, 7-16-Z32'to 7-Z1-34Z2t 7-22-2212• 7-Z2-Z446o 

7-33-2102, 7-34-2153 0 7-34-2157, 7-34-2162, 7-35-2102, AND 

7-35-?.115o MCA·• 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STAlE OF 'MONTANA: 

j~Y-SEtlLUH& Sec~ion 1. Publication and con~ent of 

notice. Unless otherwise specifically providedt whenever a 

local government unit otheT than a municipality is required 

to gi~e notiL~ by publicateont the following appli~s: 

(1) Publ~~dtion must be in a ne~spaper meeting tne 

qualificat,ons of subsection (2)t except that in a county 

wnere no nc~spaper meets these qualification~. publication 

most be made in a qualified newspap~r in an adjacent county 

or if there Is no qualified newspdper in an adjacent county• 

publi:ation must be made by posting the notice in three 
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publit places in the county• designated by resolution of the 

governing body. 

(2) The newspaper .us~ be: 

(a) of 9eneral paid circulation with a second-class 

Mailing per•it:; 

(~J .published at least once a week; 

(c) published in the county where the hearing or other 

actio~ will take place. 

(3) In tha case of a contract award• the ne...rsp~pef' 

must have been published continuously in the county for the 

lZ •onths preceding ~he awarding of the contract. 

(~) If a person is required by law or ordinance to pay 

for publication, the payment must be recei~ed before the 

publica~ion may be made. 

(5) The notice •ust be published twice with at least 6 

days separating publication. The first publication must b~ 

no mora than 21 days prior to the action and the last no 

less t~~n 3 days prior to the act!~e 

(6) The published notice must contgin: 

(a) ~ne da~e, time, and place et which thQ haar1ng or 

other action will occur; 

r b) a brief stateltertt of the action t.o b~ taken; 

{c) the address and telephone nun~ber of the person who 

11ay o~ contacted for further infonuatlon on the action to be 

taken; ::~nd 
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(j) any other information required by the specific 

secti~n requiring notice. 

{7 I A published notice requir~d by Jaw may be 

sopp1entented by a radio or television broadca'5t of th~ 

notica in the •~nner prescribed in 2-3-105. 

1~~S~& Section 2. Hail notice. ( 1) Unless 

otherwise specifically provided. whenever a local g~vernment 

unit other than a municipality is required to give notice of 

a hearing or other of-ficial act by 11all• the requirement may 

be met by: 

(a) deposit of the notice, properly addressed, in the 

United States mail with postage paid at the first-class 

"at.a; 

(b) sending t~ notlc• by certified ~ail rather than 

first class: or 

(c) malting the notice at the bulk rate instead of 

first class when notice is to be given by •ail to all 

elect~rs or residents of the affected local gov~rnme~ unit. 

(Z) The notice shall contain: 

(a) t~e date. time. and place at ~hich the hearing or 

other action w111 be taken; 

(b) a brief stateMent of the action to be taken; 

(c) the address and telephone nu~e~ of the person who 

may be contacted for further information ~' the action to be 

taken; and 
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( j) any other i nfor .. ati on requ i ff!d by t.he specifIc 

section requiring mai1 notice. 

!3) Wilen notice by !lllail is required• the ':"'equirelftent 

applt~s only to p~rsons whose a~dresses are known. 

~ection 3. Section 1-l-~704p ~CAt is amended to re~d: 

"7-Z-270~. Hearing on petition by county commissioner~ 

notice. (1} Whenever any such petition is p~esen~ed.to 

the board of county commissioners of a county with a 

certificate of the el~ction administrator attac~ed thereto 

and showing that the petition has been sign~d by not less 

than 35% of. th~ regi~tered electors of .the county whose 

names appear upon the registration records of the countY• as 

provijed in 7-2-2702 and 7-l-2703• the board shall, 

im•ediately upon presentation of the petitiont make and 

enter .. H~ order in its tdtmtes fixioq a day for cunsldering 

and taking final action on the petition. The d3te for final 

act 1 ol"'. shall b~ not 1 ess than 30 or •·ore than 35 ~ay_s ttfter: 

the date when the order is made. 

(2) The board shall cause a notice to be published +n 

~he-e~-f+e+e+-new~pa.,er-ef'-f!he-eea"~Y ~a.Uded i o r sec~gn 

lJ to the effect that the petft1on has been presented to the 

board asking for the abandon•ent and abolishment of the 

countt and that ~he-bce~d-w+~.eet-e~-~"·-~~•e-s~eeTF+ed-+" 

~he--6~~ep--fe~--ee~s+der+~g--eftd-~eM+n,-f+fta~-ee~+eft-en-~h@ 

pettt:+o,n·-ef!-Mh+eft--e+tte any ragi sterad el ector.s of the 
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county ln~erested therein ~ay appear and be heard thereon. 

fhe-ne~~ee-~~a~•-~e-p~&fted-e~e-e-week-for--~--seeee~+ye 

weeks-~MMe&+e~e~y-fe•~+n§-the-eektn,-of~he-erde~• 

Section 4. Section 7-2-2156• HCA• is amended to read: 

•7-2-2756. Sale of acquired real property. (lt No real 

estata eay be sold by the board of county co .. lssioners 

unless the property has been appraised within l year 

i mmedi ~tel y prior to the date of sa.l,e by three taxpayers who 

reside within the territory of the abandoned and abolished 

coun~y pnd who were appointed by the judge of the distr•ct 

court ~o which the county is attached7 on petition of the 

board of such county. Every sale of real estate shall be 

made 3t public sal e. and ·notice sh<ill b~ published +"---t:~-e 

o~~+e~~~--newspape~-of-~~-eounty-eftee-o-wee~-fo~-ft~-•eest-~ 

~s-+~med+a~e~y-p~+e~-to~he-dsee-fer-he~~+~g-the~me ~ 

peoxided--i~so&iigo 1l• No su~h real estate shall be sold 

for a price less than 90& of the appraised value thereof• 

(2) The full purchase price of any real astate so sold 

shall not be required to be made in one payment; but the 

purch~ser thereof may pay the sa•e in four ~~stallments• the 

first of which $hall be not less than 25% of the purchase 

price, to be 9aid at the ti11e o-f purchase, with the 

remai.1der to be paid in three equal annual Installments wi tn 

interest thereon at not less t~an 5% per annum• ~hPn~ver 

the p"Jrchase price of any real estate i,; to be ?aid in 
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installments. the board shall enter into a contract with the 

purchaser thereof, and such contract shall be recorded in 

the office of the county clerk• ~hen payMen~ in full ~as 

been r.ade for real estate, the chairman of the board shall 

execute and deliver the proper bill of sale or deed to the 

purchaser or his successor 1n interest. 

(~l All real estate sold• with any improv~ments 

thereon• shall be subje~t to assess•ent and taxation 

annually to the purcha$er or his succes&or In interest at a 

value equa~ to the afROunt paid on the purchase price thereof 

until the purchase price is fully patd, when such real 

estat! Shall be assessed at its full cash V31ue. Any and all 

improvaments placed on any such real estate after it~ 

purcha~e shall be subject to assessment and tax~tion at the 

full cash value thereof~• 

Section 5. Section 7-~-2307• MCA, is amended to readt 

U7-4-2307a 

clerks shall 

Notice of hearing. (1) The coun~y clerk 

cause notice of the hearing required 

or 

by 

1-~-Z306 to be published ene-~~~-+"-~~e-eff~e-+-e+--ftews,epe~ 

of--~fte--eean~Ty--wh+eh-pftb~~ee~~eft-M~~~-be-~~-+eee~-~8-~y~ 

he~re-the-de~e--se~--~or--~a+e--heer•"'•--4~--~ftere--+s--fte 

"ew~peper--ef--~e"era~--e+~e~~e~feft-p~T"~ed-eft~-pae+•shed-+" 

se+d-~o~"~yy-~hen~~eh-~e~+ee-~as~-~e-pes~e-by--the--e&Hft~y 

e+ePk--er--e+e~k9•--8~-•~e~~-~&-~e~s-befo~e-e~e-~s*e-~e~-for 

~tleh-..,eer-i-ft~T-i-R--three--f)tt~4--i·c --f.t~-llee~--1-H--*tote--eet:m'!!:y-;··ef" 
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eoanttes iiLili=J,lltidea_J.Q_l,Jill!Ot.l.Oil-l.l• 

(2) Said notice shall either contain a copy o'f said 

petiti3Rt with the sign~tures o~itted, or a copy of the 

re.sol.ut ion of intent passe-d by "the board or oo-..rds of county 

com~issioners and shall state ~e-~+m~-aft~-~•ee~~Med-~~ 

Met"'-i-t'UJ""fth.e-.$eee-am:t-t:ha~-o" -!tttefot-tte-sr+f"tt~ .:t.Wlt .any taxpayer 

of the county rnay appear and be heard in support of or in 

opposition to sai~ petition•" 

Section 6. Sectlon 7-5-Z3Ult MCAt is amended t~ read: 

•7-5~2301~ COmpetitive, advertised bidding required 

for certain large purchases or construction contracts. (1) 

Except as provided in 7-5-Z304, no contract for the purcnase 

of a1~ vehiclet road .achinery, or other machinery, 

apparatus, appliances. or equipment or for any materials or 

supplies of any kind for which must be paid a sum in excess 

of $10.000 or for the construction of any building, road• or 

bridge for which must be paid a sum in excess of sto.ooo or 

for the repa1r or matnteodnce of any buildinJ 9 road, or 

bridge for Which mu3t be paio a sum in excess of SZ5.GOO 

shall be entered into by a county governing body without 

first pu91 ishing a notice calling for bids for fur~ishing 

the S3!11e. 

(l) The notice must be published +"~-~he--o~~•e~a~ 

new~p~~er--of--~he--eeanty--e~--+east--enee--e--wee~~~?e~-~ 

eens~e.e+~e--weeke--ee*ere-=tfta--Se•e--~+•ee---the~+n---fe~ 
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ree~+~+~g-b+ds a~-~~uxl.llall-iD-l5:~~loo_lJ• 

(3) Every such contract shall be let to the lowest and 

best responsible bidder.• 

s~ction 7. Section 7-6-2326 9 MCA, Is amended to read: 

•7-6-Z3Z6. Transfer of cash balance In fund at close 

of fiscd.J yeaf·• (1) After a public ilearing., if the cash 

balance remaini~9 at the end of a fiscal y~ar in any of the 

several county fund$ excP.pt the school fund• exceeds th~ 

amount. to be budgeted to that fund, the excess mdt be 

transferred to othe~ funds as the county co~•lssioners 

cons.ide1 t.o be in the best interest of the county. 

(Z) Notice of the hearing must be given n~t-+e~~--~hen 

~e--days--pr+e~-~e-•ne-h~er~~-ey-pub~+e8~+en-+ft-&-ftew~psper 

.o'f--g.,-et":a+-e+1'"'ett-1-et+ort-+n--t:he-eean~y-antl-hy-!"OS"i:+.,g-+ft--f:i-,ye 

pttb+•e--p+eeesw--~he•-ne~+ee--•bs~-~~a~e-~he-deteT-tTNe.-and 

p•eee-o~~he-hear+~g a~-~Q¥J.aM~-l.D_l~ek~D--lJ and ~all 

st~te gene~ally thP purpose and proposed use of the funds.• 

5ection s. Section 7-6-23~2, ~CA, is amended to read; 

~T-6-2342. Procedur~ to ma.kq expenditures and 1nctJr 

l!abil!ties in case of other e~ergencles. (1) In a public 

emerg9ncy other than those described in 7-6-23~1 and which 

could not reasondbly have been foreseen at the _time of 

Raking t-he bud.set, the board of county cotHtissioners, b-y 

unanimous vote of the members present at any meeting (the 

time and place of 'lllhich all the conuaissioners shal.l have had 

-8-
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r~aSO:"table notice), shall Hop·t and ~nter _uppn thei_r •inutas 

a resolut:ion sta:tlng the fact·s const_ltutlng the eMergency 

and .. the estimated a•ount of .money requ,l-red tQ 11ee-t the 

e11ergency. 

(2) The board shall publish the resolutiont together 

with a nat ice il~ll:UIIIIIL-LD-~IIli--:U that a publ i c 

hearin~ will be h~ld on the res~lution e._~he-~~.e-e"4-~ee 

des+pote.d--fft--the-no~+ee.,.-et~ee-+rt-~he-:of"f+e+e+-n't!M&peper-ei" 

~-e&dftty-en~-+f-•hePe-+s-ftefte.-~en--+ft--e--~eW1~eper--e~ 

qenet"'etl---e'*"reatot:1-eft--+ft--~he-eett~•-f"'e-hee1"'+n~-aey-ttet:-tte 

~~~-~nan-~-wee~·e•t:e~-~he-de~e-of-pah+fee~~. 

(·3) ·Any taxpayer or resident of the. cq.unty ·may ap·pear 

at the hearing and be heard tor or against. the expenditure 

of money for tne alleged emergency. 

(~) (a) Upon the conclusion of the hearing• If the 

commissioners approve the emergency expenditure, they shall 

make ~nd enter upon their official minutes. by unanimous 

vote of all of the members of the board present at the 

meetilg, an order setting for.th the facts constitutin9 the 

e~erge~cyt togethe~ with th~ amount of expenditure 

authorized therefor by them. Subject to the limitations of 

subse~tion (4) (b)t the order is lawful authorization for 

the• to expend such amount. but no more, for such purpose. 

(b) No expenditure may be made or liability incurred 

pursuant to the order until S days, exclusive of the day of 
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entry of the order, elapse.• 

Se~tlon 9. Section 1-6-2605, MCAt is aMended to read: 

•7-6-Z605. Call for payeent of ~arrants drawing 

interest. (1) When there l§ sufficient money t? pay the 

•'arrant.s drawing int-erest, the tTeasurer 11ust ~l"'A r.otice tl\' 

~~ae~~wspft~er-~~~~••~•d--+~--h+•--eo~n~,--~y-~--Reft~--~ 

p~B++s~edy-~heft-By-w~teft~ft~+ee-po~e~-~pen-~~e-ee~r~~e~~ 

deo~.--stat+n~-the~etn a~-9cQMiOid-iU-~LiQD-~J ~ha~ he is 

rP.ady to p~y such Narrants. 

(2) In advertising warrants under 

this section in any newspaper~ the 

publish tha warrants in detail but give 

the provisions of 

treasurer •ust not 

notice only that 

eounty warrants presented for pay~ent prior to such date, 

stated in the notice ar~ pay3ble. When only a part of the 

warrants presented for pay•ent on the same day are payab1e. 

the treasurer must designate such payable warrants in the 

advertisement. 

(3) Such warrants cease to draw interest from the 

first publication or posting of such n~tice. 

(4) (a) If such warrants be not re-presented for 

payment within 60 days from the time the notice hereinbefore 

providad for is given. the fund set aside for the payment of 

the s~me must be applied by the tr~asurer to the payment of 

un~aid warrants next in order of reqistry. 

(~) The bQard of county co~nmissioners may, on 

-10-
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application and presentation of warrants~ properly endorsed• 

whicn have been advertised, pass an order directing the 

treasJrer to pay them out of any money in the treasury not 

othecwise appropriated." 

~ectton 10. Section 7-8-101 9 MCA 9 ts amenrled to read: 

"7-8-101· Authorization to transfer prop~rty between 

certain governm~ntal entities. (!) A county. upon first 

passin~ a resolution of intent to do so and upcr. giv$n9 

notfce of such Intent by publication eftee-e-wee~-~~-~-week~ 

+ft--~-~•·~~s~~r--,Hb~~$he~··+~-§ti~ft-e++.yy-~ewftT-~-@e~ft~y-fft 

wh+e~-+oeft~ed ~~-Q~Xld~~tign lJ• sha11 have power 

to ~ell or trade to any city, town, or political 

subdivision, as tha int~rests of Its inhabitants require. 

any property• however held or acquired, which Is not 

necessary for the conduct of the county business, without an 

ordinance, public notice, public auction, bidsT or 

appraisal• Proceeds. if any, shall be distributed according 

to la~. Such transactions shall be ~ade by resolution of the 

county commissioners involv~d and entered in the ~inutes of 

the regular or special meetings. 

(2) A city or townt upon ~irst passing a resolution of 

Intent to do so and upon giving notice of such intent by 

publication once a week for 3 weeks in a newspaper publlshed 

in such city or town or county in which locatedw shall have 

power to sell or trade to any county or political 
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its inhabrtants require, 

acquired, ~hich is nOt 

city or town business, 

wlthou~ an ordinance, public notice. public auct;ont bids, 

or appraisal. Proceeds, if any 9 shall be distributed 

according to law. Such transactions shall be made by 

resolution of the councils or coNmis51ons lnvolved and 

entered io the IIi nutes of the regu-1 ar or specJ al me~t. i ngs. 

(3) (a) A county shall hav .. power to trade with or 

purcnase fro:n any cltyT town. or pol I tical subdivision such 

property without an appraisal of the property traded or 

pi.lrch3sed. 

(b) A city 

purchase "froll any 

property without 

purch3sed.• 

Or town shall have power to trade with or 

county or political subdivision such 

an appraisal of the property trad@d or 

Section 11. Sect~on 7-8-ZZ1Z 9 ~tA 9 is amended to read: 

"l-8-2212. NotSce of sale and public auction required 

for certain sale$• Unless otherwise provided, if the r~al or 

pers~1al property sought to be sold is reasonably of a value 

in o~cess of SlOO for real property or Slt500 for personal 

propertyt the sale shall be at public auction at the 

courtnouse door after previous notice given by publication 

+n-a-ftew~pepe~-~•b++she~-+R-&&+e-ee~~yw-•he-ft~+ee-~he~be 

pae•+~fte~-o"ee-e-week-~~-+-~aeee~sTYe-weeks-eft~·-pes~e~--+" 
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++••--pal>tte-p~aee,--+tt--ehe-eoaftt:y iiLPt.Wlid~Cses:tlgo 

ll·· 

Saction 12. Section 7-8-2216, MCAt Is amended to read: 

•7-8-2216• Sale of county property to school district. 

(1) The board of county co•mlssloners shall have the power 

to sell directly to the school district. without the 

necessity of a public auction, any real or personal 

property, however acquired, belongin9 to the county and 

which is not necessary to the conduct of the ccunty•s 

busin~ss or the preservation of Its property. for lts 

appraised value, which shall represent a fair •arket value 

of sucn property. 

(21 If the property to be sold to the school district 

is reasonably of a value in eKcess of $100 for real property 

and sz,soo for personal property, notice of the ~ale shall 

be gl~en ~+Tee~~--~--a-fteMspspeP-•ft-~e+~-eeuft~y·--ffte 

~o~+.~-~hstt-be-pue~hed-eftee-e-week-~r-+-~~eeess~ve-Meehs 

.. .,d-~"t:ed-+n-f+•e-potttHe-p~eee,-+ft-t:he-eeall-ty ~Oll.ldild 

iD~~~$iDO-ll•~ 

S~cti~n 13. Section 7-8-Z302t MCA. is amended to read: 

"7-8-2302. Notice of sale of tax-deed landso (11 

'fh+rt:y-der,.~-,..,t:+c,. w.ti~;.~~ of the Sdl e pt·ovl ded for In 

l-8-2.301 shall be given by publica-tion +n--e~-"'ew~pspe1"" 

prfn~~-~ft-~he-eouft~y·-S~~h-"e~+ee-~fte~~-~e-p~~+~he~-enee-e 

weD-fo..--~-ecmseeut:+ve-weeks-erttf .a5.-.Q.UUt.idiW-J.n_~tion 1 J 
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e&'eQt _ _$bii$__$b&--~& shall ~be posted In at least 

three public places in the county. 

(2) Posted and published notice shall be signed by the 

count~ clerk, and one notfce may Include a list of all lands 

to be sold• the appraised value of the sa•et and the time 

and place of sale. The fair aarket value as deterained 

under 7-B-Z30l shall be stated in the notice of sale.w 

Section 1~· Section 7-8-Z5llt MCAt is aeended to read: 

MJ-8-2511. Procedure for sale of county lands. tl) The 

board shall .ake an order for publ~c auction of any lands 

classi-fied f'or sale. Such sale shall be held at tho front 

door of the couoty courthouse. 

(ZJ Notice of the sale shall be given by publishing a 

notice +n--e--newspeper-pD~~+•hed-+n-the-eev~~y-onee-e-weeh 

~r-7-e~ft~eeat:+ye-wee~-~eeedtng-~he--~••e--f~xee--~P--~he 

"8~e.--fhe-f~t:-puh~+ee~+eft-ef-~he-not:+ee-,..e~~-be-.ade-lloe 

~~e~~~~~38-days-p~+~~-~e-~ne-se+e-«e~ew--f+~-t:here--••--~a 

ftewspe"fl!t--pts.,.+-shed~+tt-~he!!-eeunoty•-~he-fto~i-ee-s~a.:}lo-bl.e-'!li'Vet"' 

~y--po~~•ft~-e~p+es-~-~h~ee-o~-~he-Mo~~-,~fi~+e-p~eees-+~-~fte 

eetlf'llf:y-e--t-4-eeH-i!&-de-.,s-ftt:t-e-no-t-~.-e-·lf!~eft-38-deys-preeed+ftg 

~he--,.~~e--de~e a.__p~~LdB11--1D--LA~cn_lJ. The not:+e~~ 

no~l~ shall describe the land to be sold and the appraised 

val_ue thereof. 

(lt No sale may be ~ade for less than the appraised 

value of the land, as fixed by the board. The sale shall be 
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for ~ash or on such terNs a~ the boar-d ~ay approve provided 

at i~a$t 2C' of ~he purchase price shall be paid In cash. 

(4) The lessee, peraittee~ or licensee of any of the 

lands then subject to a lease, permit, or 1 icense shall have 

a pr,!ference t:o ~urchase the 1 ands at an a11ount equal to 

that bid by the highest bidder at the sale.• 

Section 15. Sec~ion 7-11-228 9 MCA~ is amended to read: 

•7-ll-2Z8. Public hearings on proposed program 

notice. NOtice of hearings shall be published o~ee-e~e~-week 

~o~--s~--le6s~-~weeks-~reeed+ng-a-h~&r+n1•-+n-et•+ees~-3"e 

news-psper-e#1efte"ra~-e+,.eute~en·•1-n .... ~he-eetH'I"t-y ... --H•t~~-rll5~+e~ 

shatt-~~&~e-~e-~+se-eftd-pteee-e~-~he-hesr+~ ~~Qaa_~ 

£ .. U:C.tiCUl-lJ • • 

Section 16. Section 7-13-145• HCA~ is amended to read: 

•7-13-145. Hearing and notice on tax levy for 

operation and Maintenance. (l} Not less than 30 days prJor 

to the date of making the levy for operation and maintenance 

of ~he systeM~ the county commissioners will hold a public 

he~ring on the resolution. 

(2) Notite cl~a~ly setting forth the subject matter of 

the hearing &ftd-~e-dete-end-ptftee--~e~+--wttt ~ll be 

given by the co••issioners by publication ift-e-news,epe~ 

pub~+~fte~-ane-e?~e~+a~ed-+n-~he-eodft~y-Nhere+n-~--d+~~r+et 

Ts--+eea~ed--5ftee--e--weeh~-for--~-eeftSee~~e-weeksw-~he &a 

JU;Wii.lllltl..lo-~'-llou I l1 U·'iflllt..t.bilt-ti!ll notIce shall also 
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be posted in thre~ public places within the (JI·strfct." 

Saction 11. Section 7-13-208, MCA, Is amende~ to read: 

"7-13-ZOB. Notice of resolutions of intention and 

concur~ence -- hearl~g. (1, The commissioners •ust give 

notice of the passage of the resolution of int.ention and 

resolution of concurrence 9 If applicable, and a notice 

describing the general characteristics of. the collection 

~ysteM and proposed fees to be charq&d for the se~vice. 

designdting th~ time and place where the co~missfoners will 

heat· ar.d pass upon protests rnadeo ~gi!'i nst th.a operation of 

the propo£ed dJstrlet and stating that a description of the 

bour;darles for the proposed dist·rict is included fn the 

~esol~tion on file in the county clerk~s office~ 

(2) The notice. •hall be published +n-~he-ftewspspe~ 

pabf+sr.ed-fteet""e"S~-to-~tte-.,..eee-whepe-~l-le-J'r.apG~ed--d+ttr-+et 

i-'S---to--be--et""est:ed--fo~--te--eonseew-ti..,e--~f!lys--1-rt--e-tle++y 

~~pepe_r-&r-+n--twe-+ssaea-ef--~--wee~.J.y--fte"sJ'apet"--a"d AS. 

!ICllltiJIJ:!L.-.i.D..-lus;t! go _lJ.LII&s;IIDL.tb.d· the nQt.i.I:Jl ~baIL~ 

Qe posted in three public places within the boundaries of 

the proposed district. 

13) A copy ot_ __ thll_ out!;e shall be mailed by 

~+r:ot-e~s:o~--n ii.S.-IlCIUI.i.IIIHI..J.o..:L~l.Jip_.itJ t.o every per$on. 

fir•• or corporation having real property within the 

proposed district listed upon the last cocpleted ~ssess•ent 

list for county taxes the same day the notice is first 
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publ i:shed.• 

Sectton· 18. ·Section ·7-13-2304, ,.CAt i s aMended tu 

read: 

k7-13-Z304e Notice of Intention to levy tax• (ll Hhen 

the ~rftten e$tlmate of the amount of money required has 

boon deliYered to the board of county coMmissioners, said 

board shall g•ve notlco of its intention to levy and colle>ct 

a tax sufficient fo,.. the payment thereof. 

(Z} Such nntice shall be given; 

(a) by posting notice thereof In five public places 

within the county and Within the boundaries of the lands 

upon •hlch the tax is to be levied; 

(bJ by publishing a copy of the notice enee-eaeh-week 

~e~-e-eeft~eed~~•e-weeks-+ft-a--new~pe~~--p~b•+she~--+ft--eee~ 

eaenty--where+n--~he--d+str+~--+s--+eeete~ ~~~~in 

Li~tigo_lJ; and 

(cl by ~orwarding, by r~e+sr--f+rst-e+ess mail e~ 

reg~$tered--er--eert+f+ed-me+~ ~-~¥Ldad-in~~-ZJ at 

least 10 days prior to the he~ring provtded for in 

7-ll-2306{4)• a copy of the notice addressed to the uwners 

of tax~ble real property within the district as shown by the 

current assess~ent book on file in the office of th~ 

a~~essor of the county or counties the boundaries of which 

include taxable real property of the district.• 

Section 19· Sec~i on 7-l3-23't5t MCA., is •=upended to 
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Hearing and notice on petition to exclu~e 

the filing of such petition with the 

secret~ry of the distr,ct •. he shall call a meeting of -the 

board of directors of the district at a time not less than 

Z5 days or more than 50 days after the filing of the 

petition and cause a notice of the filing of such petition 

to be publ1shed eftee-eeeh-week-for-~-eon~ee~~+~•-wee~~-+ft-a 

newspeper-o~-ge~~~e~-e•~c~~e~~en-~w8•+s~ed-~ft-e~eh-eeuft~~-+n 

whteh-the-d+~+e+.-+s-~t~ated ~-~O~d&d-ln-~~LQ~• 

Such notice shall Bl so sta·te t~e date of the f 11 i'r~g of such 

petition and that the same will come on for heartng before 

the board of directors of the district ftft~-§ha+~-e-e~-~~ 

~+me-of-~~e-hea~Tn~-and-~he-~~see-~he¥e&¥. 

(Z) Any landowner or taxpayer within the district 

shall have the right to appear at said hearing. either in 

behalf of or in opposition to the granting of said petition. 

Said petition shall come on for nearing before the board of 

directors of the district at the time an~ place specified in 

the notIce of hear-1 n~. 

(3) (a) Except as provided in subsec.tion (3),b), t.ne 

place of thQ heartrtg shall be the regular ;neeting place of 

the board of directors of the distric~. 

(b) The board ~y adjourn the hear5ng to a more 

convenient meetinq place within the district." 
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Sectio-n 20. Section 7-1-lt-27067 MCA, is a11ended to 

read: 

"l-14-2706. Notice of aeetin.9• f!:t The county clerk 

snall i$meUiately notify the county road superintendent o~ 

the 'ileetlnCJ and shall cause a not•ce th~recof tc be ,.,..+rt~ed 

i-n .... f:ft~--fte'Jf8"pft~et"' publl shed nea,.e'8t!-~-ot-fte-¥+e-i-rt~--ott:--ot:t.e 

1"&0~w--Ttte--n~e~-Sft8:S.+-ee-,wb+·.....,N-f"er-3-e~ett~-weetut 

pr+er-t<>-the-u--..i'-1:""'--.no-,.'! il.:i-lllillt.IASll-lo...J;.r&<:tl oo 1}. 

f~t The notice shall state ~he-~~me-and-p~4ee-e~-~~e 

eee~+n9-a~d i~ qeneral terms the kind of construction or 

J•provemen~ sought and the place of beginning. intermediate 

pointst and termination.• 

Section 21. Section 7-1~-4630 7 MCA• Is amended to 

re-ad:: 

"7-1~--4-&30. notlct! for 'bids to lease parking facility. 

(11 The nQtl~•· r~qulred by 7-14-4629(11 shall consist of the 

publication of a notice ~.5.-~Q~ia_Lr.t:~iQD-lJ inviting 

bidsy·~•~ft-~we-&r-more-•ft&e~~+on.-~~er&e~?-ftO~~~~heft--5 

dey~ spat"-t.-i-rt--a-"~wsp~,.1"'-e#-'!lertet"'&+-e+,.ett:J.e~.f.ort-pr+ttt:e·Jf 

eftd-~ab+tshed•-tft--saeft--e~--dr--etty--eftd--~ft~yw---the 

pab++ee~+en--~he++--~-e~efteed-fto~-+e~-~heft-~5-dsy~-pr+e~ 

1:<>-the-de~-set-..,.-the-,.~+ee-~&P-~-open+ftg--<>~--~dsw--tt 

~~ere--he--no--ftewspe~--of--gefte~a+-e+re••ae+en-pr+n~ed-er 

ptH>l<t!thed-~heretfty-fte~o-ee4the+t-l>e-'!ol-¥etl-t.y--p-1:tft'!-e<>J>H11 

of-114'01!1-.,..t+...,-+n.,....,."'J-f>+-·n-'hlest-~hree-paM+e-p+eees 
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+"--the--e+~r-er-e1-t!y-end-eeaft~y-flle~-J.e~.,.-~ ... t'!lft-'l'5-fty~-,..,..e..­

te-the-de~e-~et-+n-~he-no~+ee-fer-t~-~peft1-ft9-e~-b+~•· 

(2) Such notice shall distinctly and specifically 

de5cribe the project and the facilities in connection 

therewith which are to be leased, tho pe~iod of time for 

which said project Is to be leasedt and the minimu• rental 

to be paid under such lease.• 

';.ectJon 22. Section 7-lS·-2103• MCA, is amended to 

read~ 

"'1-15-2103. Notice of hoarinq on pet.;tion. The not.ice 

require~ b¥ 1-15-2102 shall be given at the countyes e~pense 

by publishing a notice st-~e~~-~Q-deys-p¥eeee+ft~-~-dey-en 

wl"t+e+t-the-heer+ft~J-.Ps-<tt~-bf:-he•o.-+n--fll--ftew5'1"t!tf'4!'t'--.,...+t"tg--e 

gener~~-e+r~e~e"--~--t"e-eewft~~-+~~ftere-~fte-~e~ 

new~peper•-by-pos~ng-~eh-e-fto~+ee-~ft-~-~ees~-~hree-,~B++e 

p+eees-wtth+~~~e-e<>a..ty-et-+ee,t-~-dey~-p~eeed+~-the--dey 

on--wft+eh--~he-~e8~+n~-~-~-he-he~d ~~Q~id•d in [S£Ctigg 

ll·· 

S~ction 23. Section 7-1~-2324, ~CAt Is aaended to 

read: 

Nl-16-2324. Sal~, lease, or exchang& ot dedlcat@d park 

lands. (1) ~or tha purposes of this section and part- 25- of 

chapter 8t 1·ands dedicated t:o the public use for- park or 

playground purpose$ under 16-3-606 and- 76-3-607 or a si~ilar 

s-tat_ut~ or p,urs~ant to any instrument not specif-i-cally 

-20-
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conveying land to a govern.antal unit other than a cou~ty 

are considered coun~y lands. 

(2) A county .ay not sellr lease, or exchange lands 

dedicated for park o·r playground purposes except. as provided 

under this section and part 25 of chapter a. 

[.3) Prior to selling, leasing, or exchanging any 

county land dedicated to pub-1 lc use for pi:.rk or playground 

purposes. a county shall: 

(a) caMpi 1 e a·n i nventor.y of il!l,fl publ.ic parks and 

playgrounds within the county; 

(D) prepare a co~piahensive pla~ for the provis•on of 

outdoor recreetion and op~ sp~ce ~ith'n the countr; 

(c) deter~i~e that the proposed salet lease, or 

excha,1g.e furthers or Is consistent with th~ county•s outdoor 

recreation and open -space Comprehensive "plan"; 

(::1) publish notice .. _n-~rgv!ded -Ll.J-L~s;t.uul....U& of 

intention to sellt lease, or dispose of such lands• giving 

the people of the county opportunity to be" heard regarding 

such action; 

(e) if the land is within an tnCorporated city or 

tot~nt secure the appt·oval of the goyerni ng bcdy t.here-of for 

the action; and 

(f) comply with any other applicable requirements 

under part 25 of chapter a. 

(4) Any revenue realized by a countt from the sale, 
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excha~ge •. or disposal of lands dedicated to public use Yor 

park or playground porposes shall be paid into the park fund 

and used in the •anner prescribed in 7&-3-&06 and 16-3-607 

for cash rec~ived in lieu of dedication." 

Section 2't. Section 7-21-34Z2t HCA, Is amended to 

rGad: 

•7~21-3422. Notice of intention to create fair 

district -- hearing. Notice of the resolution of intent to 

c·reate a fair district shall be published +r.--t:•o-...e!lttf-s-r 

week+r-+~§•e,-e+-a-fte.,~epe~-+n~~-eoan~y.--se~+ng--~or~h 

~he-date-en-whTeh a~~aa_~ectipn 1J~~;og that a 

heari~g shall be had on the resolution by the taxpayers and 

residents of tn~ ~ounty and e~-~+~--~Yae t~ objections 

will be heard.• 

'Secti-on 25. Section 7-ZZ-2:212 1 MCA, is a•ended to 

.-ead: 

"7-22-2212. Notice of hearing. Upon setting a date for 

the hearing, the governing body shall give notice of the 

hearing in the following aanner: 

tl) notiLe is to b~ sent bt c~rtlf•ed •all to each 

~wne~ of land ~lthin the proposed district at the last-knnwo 

addres5 as shown in the county records; 

(2.• not.ice is t~ be posted in at le~st three public 

places withtn the proposed district; and 

(.3) notice is to be publi-shed +t~a-at-1-eas~-otwe-+~~ttes 
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ef-•--~ew~peper--~--g~~a•--e~~~+o~--+ft--~he--,~e~o~ed 

a.+--~+ei:y--w.+'bh-et-l-e .. ~-~-ft.ety'~-be-bwe&l't-f'tt&~.;.eef'+o,..,.-~,e-~-fte 

'f+r,t-.paD++eft?ftft-Ma~t·--&e--e~--~·eest:--!'e--eay-s--h'l!'.fO,~e---t-hoe 

~arvA~-deee a~-~~ed-La-~~~Lgn-lJ·• 

S ~ct i-on 26-. Section l-Zl-24-46-,. MCA, is amended to 

read: 

•1-Z2-Z440· Hearing on petition for dis~lution 

notice. Upon the fi'l ing of a petition fof" dissolution, t~e 

board of county coiUiissioners shall set a title f9r hear-ing 

the putition and shall cause not1ce thereof to b~ ~il~d ~ 

Q!LG.XU.e...c;Lin-L.i#ctj go 21 to all nonresident. property owners 

within the district whose addresses are known, to be posted 

in at least three pub1 ic plac:es within the district.,. and to 

b~ p~•blishPd a~-+ee•~nee-+n-~e-off+e+e~-fteW&papeT-e~-~he 

,_,.e.y--p.,t>+nned--+n-~toe---d+,.tri~ .. ---tile---!'<"H"'!J----d 

~b+Tea~+on--~--be--~-~ee~-~&--~ays--e~sre-~-d~e~o~ 

~+ft'] a,s_g.c.gyj4ed i-n [~O-U• WhenevBF the dis-trict 

is partly in one county an~ partly in another county, no~ice 

mu-st be posted In each county_., but postin9 need not be in 

three places in each county., and not ice IIUS't. be publ ~shed i.n 

the of-ficial newspa-per of ea_ch county.• 

Sect-ion 2.7• Secti-on 7-33-2l0-2• ML>A.., Is aMe-nded to 

read: 

"·7-3."3-2'102• ~otice of heari-ng.. The board shall, within 

10 day.s after t.be recel'pt Df the petition, give natlce of 
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the h~~ring thereof at least 10 d.:Jys prior to the hoe'a-rinq: 

( 1) oy IUS i 1 I ng a copy of the not. Ice &y-F+.,..st!-e~a'!l:~ 

mev+ ~~~~~xLa~a-lo~~tl~-ZJ to ~ach freeholder in ~h~ 

dist~ict at the add~~s~ shown in thP. asses5ment roll; 

(l) by causing no~Jces of the time and p1ac4 of ~uch 

hearin~ to be posted In at least three of the most public 

places within the ~,rea proposed to be established as a fire 

district; and 

(31 by publishing the nQtice ae-•ee~~-efteey--ftoe--~~~ 

etten--re--er--.ere--ioh---i!e--de.,.--,.r+&l"-ee-_~.,e-e+..,-ef-iobe 

h~er+ng•--+n-e-n••s'ftt!llpet--re~f.er..,-pltb•+stteet-+ft-~~-eet;~My-+.n 

trh+Cft-S"tteflt-~f"epe'S'ftd-d+ttt:r+e.~--+.--"S+<t..-e-H~ as ,grqy-i dsd j n 

luJ;.ll!OIC-ll.• • 

Section 28• Se-ction 7-34-215:., "1':4-, is a~~tend-ed to 

read: 

"7-3lt-2l·53. H~aring on petition for annexation 

notice. (1} At the first regular meeting after the 

presen-tation of sa_id petition• said hoar-d of county 

co.mi.ssioners shall cause notice of said petition to be 

pu-blished +ft-he·-s-~eee-s_,.;...,e-tssees-ef-e-newsp&f'&r---:-~_.,!,.,~ 

T~-~e--coan~y aa_Q~lO&d-ia-tsection 1J prior to the date 

fixed by said board f'or the heari.ng of said pet•tion,, which 

date snail be not lass than 4 w.aks after the fflfng of su<h 

pet.l t ion. 

(2) Upon the dat.e fixed for such ttearlr>g or 
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contl."'l:.~ance thereof• said board shall take up and consider 

said petition and any objections which may be filed to the 

inclusion of any additional area or territory in said 

district.• 

Section 29. Section l-3•-21579 ~CAT is a.anded to 

read: 

. •7-34-2151• Hearing on petition. for withdrawal 

notice •. (lJ lhe board of county coluaisSiooer'iio shall• ·upoo 

the filing of such a petition •. (;x a tl..., for the hearing of 

such ~i_thdr~wal pet-itlon 9 which ti11e shall no-t be 11ore than 

~ weeks after the receipt thereof• 

(Zl Any Interested person may appear at said hearing 

and praseot. obje<:.tions to the w1t:hdrawa1 of said port.!'On 

fro• said dlstrict. 

(31 The board shally--et--~ee~t-a-wee~e-pr+Gr-te-thP 

MMe:-!ts--f+.-edty publish a notice of such "'~ar ing +rJ--~-two_ 

-stteees~+ve--T-s-stte~-o'f-e-ftew~papet"-'l':ttb:t-+.shed-+-ft--the-eeurt-t-y n 

~~d-LD~~tloD-Ll·• 

Section 30. Section 7-34-2162, ~CAt is a~ended to 

read: 

. nl-34-21628 Hearing on petitiQn for oissoluticn 

notice. upon the filing of such petttionv the board of 

county commissioners shall set a time for hearing the same 

and shall cause notice thereof to be posted in at 1 east 

thr~e separate public places wi~hin said district for at 
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least z weeks prior to the hearing• ·rhe notice shall also be 

publi;hed ~oT-a~-~ees~-twe-saecess+ve-1-ssttes-+rt-o--rtew~~ft~er 

~b+~hed-~n-tne-ee~nty-~~t~~-te-~~eh-h~eP+ft9 ~S-P~asd-lD 

L:u:~tloD-ll• • 

Section 31• Section 7-35-2102t MCAt is amended to 

r~ad.: 

"7-·35-2102. Notice of hearing on creation of district • 

(1) The board of county co11mlss.ioners shall c"ause notice to 

be g.iven of the time and place of said hearing by 

publication as pre~er~ed-by-+aw-For-n~-~e5~-~eft--~--weeks 

pr+er--ee--ehe-t+.e-of-se+d-neer+~~ ~d~d-LD-~~~-LJ· 

(l) Said notice shall state that any person re51ding 

in or owneng prop9rty within said proposed district or 

withij, ~nr eAisting cemet~ry distr~~t, ~ny part of the 

territory of which Is described in said petition, may appear 

before said board at the hearing and show cause why the 

distric~ should not be created or the proposed bou"daries 

change a ... 

Section 32. Section 7-35-Z\15. MCA, Is amended to 

read: 

"1-35-2115. Notice and hearing on alteratIon of 

bound?rles. (lJ At the f~rst rtgular meet1ng ~fter the 

prese~tation of sdld petition, said board of county 

com~issioners shall cause notice of said petition to be 

published eeeordtn~-to-~&w-~or-~Meek~-p~+o~-~e-~he-de~e--~e 

-Zb-
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1 be--~we~--by-~o+d-boerd-•or~~~~-·•-~•+~-~e~+~+on ~ 

2 

3 

ll.U.Ki.ll8d-.iA-1.afi.I:J;.i.DA..lJ• 

(2) upon the date fixed for such hea..-ireg or 

~ continuance thereof, said board shall take up and consider 

5 ~aid ~etltion a~d any objections wh1ch may be filed to the 

6 inclusion of any property in safd district. 

1 (3, Said b~aTd &hall hav~ the power~ hy order entered 

8 on its minute•, to grant safd petition either in whole or in 

9 pa~t and to alter the boundaries of said public ce~etery 

10 district and t~ annex thereto alJ or such portion of said 

11 territory de$crlbed in said petition as will be benefited 

12 thereby.• 

13 111'11-ifl::uo.ti& Section 33. Codification lnstruc.t.ion. 

lit Secf:ions 1 and z ar·e Intended to be codified as an integral 

H part of fl~le 1. and the provisions of Title 7 ;ovpJy to 

16 secti~ns 1 a•d z. 

11 ~cW-S~lQKa S•~tiOft 3~· Severab!lity. If a part of 

1~ this act Is invatid, all v•lid parts that are seve~ab1e fro~ 

19 the invalid pa·rt re..,ln in effect. It a part of till& act. is 

:2-o invalid in one -or aon. of' its application£" the part remains 

21 in effect ln al 1 val' d app1 icati ons that are severatJl e fror 

22 t:he ir1Yal id appl·i~at'ions .. 

-End-

-.z'l'-
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Approved by Comm. 
on Local Government 

HOUSE BILL NO. 859 

INTRODUCED BV MALDRON 

A Bill FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: •AN ACT TO GENERALLY 

STANO~RDIZE NOTICE REQUIREMENTS RELATING TO THE CONDUCT DF 

BUSINESS OF LOCAL GOVERN11ENT UNITS OTHER THAN 

MUNICIPALITIES; A11ENDING SECTIONS 7-2-2704• 7-2-27560 

7-4-2307, 7-5-2301o 7-b-2326, 7-6-2342• 7-6-2605, 7-8-101, 

7-8-2212, 7-8-2216, 7-8-2302, 7-8-2511, 7-11-228, 7-13-145, 

7-13-208, 7-13-2304• 7-13-2345o 7-14-2706, 7-14-4630, 

7-15-2103, 7-1b-2324t 1-21-3~22, 7-22-2212t 7-2Z-2446t 

7-33-2102• 7-34-2153, 7-34-2157, 7-34-2162, 7-35-2102, AND 

7-35-2115, 11CA•" 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE Of MONTANA: 

~~-1~llaus Section 1. Publication and content of 

notice. Unless othervlse specifically providedw whenever a 

local govern•ent unit other than a .unlclpallty Is required 

to give notice by publication, the following applies: 

11) Publication must be In a newspaper meeting the 

qualifications of subsection (2)w except that in a county 

where no newspaper meets these qualifications. publication 

aust be made In a qualified newspaper in an adjacent county 

or if there is no qualified newspaper in an adjacent county, 

publication must be made by posting the notice in three 
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public places in the county, designated by resolution of the 

governing body. 

(2) The newspaper Must be• !Uf-~~SE6PER aS PRDvlD~ 

l!LI~:Zllla 

tet--ef-~nere~-pe+d-e+ren~~+en--w+~h--e--~eeene-e~ss 

ooe+~+rl~""ltM'Iri~t" 

tbt--pab++$hee-~-~ees~-enee-a-weekt" 

tet--p~b++shed-+tl-~he-eaen~-•here-~he-heer+ng-or-&tfter 

ee~+Dft-w+•~-~eke-p~eceY 

t~t--~n--~he--eese--ef--e-ee~ree~-eW8rd•-~he-new'feper 

•.s~he•e-beeft-p~h++shed-eo"~+"~s~y-+"-~e-e&Hft~y-~r--the 

•~-.en~~-preeee+ftg-~he-ewerd+ng-ef-~he-cen~ree~ 

t+t~ If a person is required by law or ordinance to 

pay for publication, the pay.ent .ust be received before the 

publication •ay be made. 

t5tL~ The notice eust be published twice with at 

least 6 days separating publication. The first publfcation 

.ust be no more than 21 days prior to the action and the 

last no less than 3 days prior to the action. 

t~tL~l The published notice eust contain: 

(a) the date• ti~e, and place at which the hearing or 

other action will occur; 

(b) a brief statement of the action to be taken; 

(c) the address and telephone number of the person who 

may b~ contacted for further information on the action to be 
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taKen; and 

(d) any other inforMation required by the specific 

sec~ion requiring notice. 

t~tL~ A published notice required by law may be 

supple•ented by a radio or television broadcast of the 

notice In the •anner p~escrlbad In 2-3-105. 

l~H-SE&IlO~a Sec~ion z. ~ail notice. (11 Unless 

otherwise specifically provided• whenever a local government 

unit ~ther than a •unlclpalfty Is required to give notice of 

a hearing or other official act by mail, the requirement May 

be •e~ by: 

(a) deposit af the notice• properly addressed• in the 

United States sail with postage paid at the first-class 

rate; 

(bl sending the notice by certified mall rather than 

first class; or 

(C) •ailing the notice at the bulk rate instead of 

first class when notice is to be given by •all to all 

elect3rs or residents of the affected local govern.ent unit. 

(21 The notice snall contain: 

ta) the date, ti•e• and place at which the hearing or 

other action will be taken; 

'b) a brief state•ent of the action to be taken; 

(c) the address and telephone number of the person who 

•ay be contacted for further infor~ation on the action to be 
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takeni and 

(d) any other ·information required by the specific 

section requiring •ail notice. 

(3) when notice by Ma'l is required, the requirement 

applies only tG persons whose addresaes are known. 

Section 3. Section 7-2-2704• MCA, is a.ended to read: 

~1-2-2104. Hearing on petition by county co••issioners 

notic~. {1) Whenever any such petition Is presented to 

the b~ard of county commissioners of a county with a 

certificate of the election adGinistrator attached thereto 

and showing that the petition has been signed by not less 

than 35l of the registered electors of the county whose 

names appear upon the registration records of the county• as 

provided In 7-2-2702 and 7-2-2703, the board shall• 

lm•ediately upon presen~a~ion of the petition. make and 

enter an order Jn its •lnutes fixing a day for considering 

and taking final action on the petition. The date for final 

actio~ shall be not less than 30 or more than 35 days after 

the date when the order Is eade. 

(21 The board shall cause a notice to be published +n 

1J to the effect that the petition has been presented to the 

board asking for the abandon•ent and abolishment of the 

county and that ~he-Bear~-w+~-~e~-e~-~he-~+.e-s~ee~+eft-~ 

~he--~P~er--fer--eo~s+der+n~--and~ak~ft~-ffne+-ae~+on-on-the 
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pe~+~tofty-e~-wn+e~--~+.8 any registered elec~ors of the 

county Interested therein •~Y appear and be heard thereon. 

~he-net+ee-~he+•-be-psb•Tsfted-oftee-e-week-fe~--!--s~ee~~+ve 

weeks-f.-e~+~e+y-fo++ow~~~e-.ek+n~-of-~~-&r~• 

Section 4. Section l-2-ZTS6t MCAt is a~nded to read: 

"7-2-2756. Sale of acqu1red real property. (l) No real 

estate may be sold by the board of county co•mlssioners 

unless the property has been appraised within 1 year 

i•aediately prior to the date of sale by three taxpayers who 

reside within the territory of the abandoned and abolished 

county and wno were appointed by the judge of the district 

court to which the county Is attachedt on petition of the 

board of such county. Every sale of real estate shall be 

made ~t public sale, and notice Shall be published +n--~ 

off+eYe~--ne•s~eper-o~-~he-eoan~y-eftee-e-week-fo.-e~+~~-~ 

week~-+MMe~+•~e+T-p~+o~-te-~~-~~e-fe~-~et~+n~-~~e-~e•e AA 

P£g~id~a--lo--Ls~~gn_1Jo No such real estate shall be sold 

fo~ a price less than 901 of the app~aised value the~eof. 

[2) The full purchase price of any real estate so sold 

shall not be required to be wade in one payeent; but the 

purchaser the~eof •ay pay the same in four Installments, the 

first of which shall be not less than 25~ of the purchase 

price. to be paid at the tl.e of pu~chase, with the 

r£!1lainaer to be pai·j In three equal annual installHnts with 

interest thereon at not less than 5X per annum. Whenever 
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the pJrchase price of any real estate is to be paid in 

install.ants, the board shall enter into a contract with the 

purch3ser thereof, and such contract shall be recorded in 

the office of the county clerk. When pay•ent In full has 

been eade for real es~ate, the chairman of the board shall 

execute and deliver the proper bill of sale o~ deed to the 

purchase~ or his successor In Interest. 

(3) All real estate sold, with any improvements 

thereont shall be subject to assessaent and taxation 

annually to the purchaser or his successor in lnta~est at a 

value equal to the amount paid on the purchase price thereof 

until the purchase price is fully paid, when such real 

estat~ shall be assessed at its full cash value. Any and all 

i•provaaents placed on any such real estate after its 

purchase shall be subject to assess.ant and taxation at the 

full cash value thereof•" 

Section 5. Section 7-,-Z30lt MCAt is anended to read: 

•r-~-Z30T. Notice of hearing. (1) The county clerk or 

clerks shall cause notice of the b,aring required by 

7-4-2306 to be published ene-~+ .. -+n-~he-eff+e•e+--ftew~pe~er 

ef--~e--eoan~yy--wh+eh-puD++ee~+en-•a~De-~~-•ee~~-iQ-dfty~ 

before-~he-~~e--se~--~or--se+d--hee~•ft,w--IF--~here--+s--ne 

"ew~p4per--Gf--ge"ere~--e+re~~e~en-pr+ft~ed-efte-pa~~+shed-+" 

seTd-eoan~yy-~hen-$~eh-fte~+ee-•us~-be-pes~e~-~y--~he--e~n~y 

e~e~~--e•--e~erks•--e~-+ees~-~8-dey~-be#o~e-~he-de~e-se~-~or 
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saeh-ftear+ft~-fft--~ree--puh•~--p+eees--+n--~he--eounty--or 

'"'""~"" U-IU:IIll'i ded I o ~S&I;tl,g!l...l.J• 

121 Said notice shall either contain a copy of said 

petition, with the signatures o•itted, or a copy of the 

resolution of intent passed by the board or boards of county 

co••issioners and shall state ~ne-t+.e-a~-pfaee-#+wed-f~ 

neerTng-~he-s~-en~~on-•~eh-hee~n9Y tba1 any taxpayer 

of the county may appear and be heard In support of or in 

opposition to said petition.• 

Section 6. 

•T-5-Z30lo 

Section 7-5-2301• MCA• Is amended to read: 

to~petitlve. advertised bidding required 

for certain large purchases or construction contracts. (1) 

except as provided In 7-5-230~, no contract for the purchase 

of any vehicle, road •achinery, or other aachinery, 

apparatus. appliances, or equlp•ent or for any •aterfals or 

supplies of dOY kind for Which ~st be paid a sum in excess 

of SlO~ooo or for the construction of any building, road, or 

bridge for which •ust be paid a su• in excess of SlO~ooo or 

for the repair or maintenance of any building, road, or 

bridge for which .ust be paid a sum In excess of $Z5tOOO 

shall be entered into by a county governing body without 

first publishing a notice calling for bids for furnishing 

the S31•e• 

(Z) The notice aust be published +n--~he--ef~+e+e+ 

ne•~~p~--of--~he--eean~y--et--+ees~--enee--e--week--far--3 
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eonseeu~+••--•eeks--before--~he--de~e--f+Med---~ftere+ft---fo~ 

~eee~+ng-b+ds a&_provjdgd io [sec~GD-lJ· 

(3] Every such contract shall be let to the lowest and 

best responsible bidder.• 

Section 7. Section 7-6-Z326t MCA~ is aMended to read; 

•7-6-2326. Transfer of cash balance In fund at close 

of fiscal year. (1) After a publiC hearing, if the cash 

balance ~e•aining at the end of a fiscal year in any of the 

several county funds except the school fund~ exceeds the 

amount to be budgeted to that fund, the excess •ay be 

transfarred to other funds as the county co.missioners 

consider to be in the best interest of the county. 

(2) Notice of the hearing •ust be gi~en fte~-+e•,--~~e" 

3&--days--pr+e~-to-~ne-hee~+ftg-&y-p~b~e~+en-+ft-a-new~pe~eT 

of-gene~e+-e~e~te~+en-+n-~he-e~n~y-~-br-pes~+"~+n--f+Ye 

pHbf+e--p•~ees.--~he--~o~+ee--•Hs~-s~e~e-~he-ds~ey-*+.ey-e"d 

ptaee-o#-the-h.,er-+ftl) i!LIU:II~io [ se<:tl.IID--l.J and :illall 

state generally the purpose and proposed use of the funds•" 

Section e. Section l-6-23~2, MCAt is aaended to read: 

•7-6-23~2· Procedure to make expenditures and Incur 

liabilities in case of other emergencies. (lJ In a public 

emergency other than those described In 7-6-23~1 and which 

could not reasonably have been foreseen at the ti•e of 

•aklnq the budget, the board of county co•eisslonersw b' 

unanim~us vote of the me~ers present at any •eeting Cthe 
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ti•e and place of ~hich all the co .. lssioners shall have had 

reasonable notice)• shall adopt and enter upon their •inutes 

a resolution stating the facts constituting the emergency 

and the estl•ated aeount of money required to meet the 

emergency. 

(2) The board shall publish the resolution, together 

~ith a notice ~g~QXldad--iD- [sectigo__lj that a public 

heari,g will be held on the resolution et-the-t+ee-end-p~eee 

des+~eted--+n-the-net+eey-enee-tn-the-e~~te+e~fte.,p&per-o~ 

~fte-eft~~y-aftd-+~-~fte~e-ts-ftone.--~hen--+n--a--newspaper--of 

~enerel--e+reate~en--tn--the-eeantye-the-heertng-mey-net-be 

~ess-then-~-week-a~ter-the-dete-of-pe~+eet+on. 

(3) Any taxpayer or resident of the county say appear 

at the hearing and be heard for or against the expenditure 

of money for the alleged emergency. 

(41 (a) Upon the conclusion of the hearing, If the 

commissioners approve the eMergency expenditure, they shall 

•ake and enter upon their official Minutest by unanimous 

vote of all of the meabers of the board present at the 

meeti~g, an order setting forth the facts constituting the 

emerge~cy, together with the anount of expenditure 

authorized therefor by thee. Subject to the limitations of 

subsection (4){b,, the order is lawful authorization for 

theM to expend such a•ount, but no MOre, for such purpose. 

(b) No expenditure •ay be made or liability incurred 
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pursuant to the order until 5 days. exclusive of the day of 

entry of the order, elapse.• 

Section 9. Section 7-6-2605, HCA• is a•ended to read: 

•7-6-2605. Call for pay.ant of warrants drawing 

interest• (1, When there Is sufficient money to pay the 

warrants drawing interest, the treasurer .ust give notice +" 

se8e-~ewspeper-pabt+shed--+ft--h+s--eoan~--ory--+f--nofte--+~ 

pabt+snedy-then-by-wr+tten-nat+ee-pssted-apen-the-eewrtheese 

doory--stat+ng-there+n ~~~~i4ed ln [sectlAD-LJ that he Is 

rP.ady to pay such warrants. 

(2) Jn advertising warrants under the provisions of 

this section in any newspaper• the treasurer .ust not 

publish the warrants In detail but give notice only that 

county warrants presented for payment prior to such date. 

stated in the notice are payable. When only a part of the 

warrants presented for payment on the same day are payable, 

the treasurer must designate such payable warrants in the 

advertisement. 

(3) Such warrants cease to draw interest fro• the 

first publication or posting of such notice. 

(~} (a) If such warrants be not re-presented for 

paJ~ent within bO days from the time the notice hereinbefore 

provided for is given, the fund set aside for the payment of 

the same must be applied by the treasurer to the payment of 

un~aid warrants next in order of registry. 

-10- HB 859 



1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

6 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

HP. 0659/02 

(>J The board of county coiiUIIissioners may. on 

application and presentation of warrants• properly endorsed, 

which have been advertised, pass an order directing the 

treasJrer to pay them out of any money in the treasury not 

otherNise appropriated.• 

Section 10. Section 7-B-101, ~CA, fs aaended to read: 

•7-8-101· Authorization to transfer property between 

certain governmental entities. (1) A county, upon first 

passi~g a resolution of intent to do so and upon giving 

notice of such Intent by publication Oftee-e-week-•er-~-wee~ 

+n--e--ft~peper--pae++shed-+n-s~eh-e•ty.-~wfty-or-ee~ft~y-+" 

wft+eft-~oe~ed AA-D~d jn fsectjon-lJ• shall have power 

t:o sell or trade to any city, town, or political 

subdivision, as the interests o~ its Inhabitants require~ 

any property, however held or acqufred• which is not 

necessary for the conduct of the county business~ without an 

ordinance. public no1ice, public auction, bids, or 

appraisal. Proceeds, if any, shall be distributed according 

to law. Such transactions shall be made by resolution of the 

county co .. issioners Involved and entered in the •inutes of 

the regular or special meetings. 

(Z) A city or town, upon first passing a resolution of 

Intent to do so and upon giving notice of such Intent by 

publication once a week for 3 weeks in a newspaper published 

In such city or town or county in which located, shall have 
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power to sell or trade to any county or political 

its inhabitants require, subdiwisiont as the interests of 

any property. however held or acquired, which Is not 

necessary for the conduct of the city or town business. 

without an ordinance, public notice, public auction. bids~ 

or appraisal. Proceedst If any, shall be distributed 

according to law. Such transactions shall be .ade by 

resolution of the councils or co•aissions involved and 

entered in the •inutes of the regular or special meetings. 

(3) (a) A county shall have power t:o t:rade with or 

purchase froM any city• town, or political subdivision such 

property without an appraisal of t:he property traded o• 

purch~sed. 

(bl A city 

purchase fro• any 

property ~ithout 

purchased.• 

Section 11. 

or town shall have power to trade with or 

county or political subdivision such 

an appraisal of the property traded or 

Section 7-8-2212, ~cA. is a.ended to read: 

•7-8-2212. Notice of sale and public auction required 

for certain sales. Unless otherwise provided, if the real or 

perso~al property sought to be sold is reasonably o£ a valu~ 

in excess of $100 for real property or $2,500 for personal 

proparty, the sale shall be at public auction at the 

courthouse door after previous notice given by pub'l icati on 

+"-e-"ewspa~er-~~++shed-+n-,a+8-eew~yw-fhe-ne~+ee-s~e••-ee 
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pab+~hed-eftee-e-week-for~-s~eeess+•e-weeks-end--pos~ed--+n 

f+ye--pabi+e--p+~es--+n--~he-eeanty ~-P~idsd-lu-ls~ 

lJ·· 

Section 12. Section 7-8-2216t MCAt is a•ended to read: 

•7-8-ZZ16. Sale of county property to school district. 

(1) The board of county co•alssloners shall have the power 

to sell directly to the school district• without the 

necessity of a public auction, any real or personal 

property, however acquired, belonging to 

which is not necessary to the conduct of 

the county and 

the county•s 

businass or the preservation of its property, for its 

appraised value, which shall represent a fair •arket value 

of such property. 

12) If the property to be sold to the school district 

Is reasonably of a value in excess of $100 for real property 

and $2,500 ¥or personal property. notice of the sale shall 

be gi~en pdb++ee~+aft--+n--e-fteW§p&per-ift-5e+d-ee~n~y.--~he 

~e~+ee-~ha+~-be-pab•+shed-oftee-a-Meek-~er-~-~ueees~+we-weeks 

end-~~ted-tn-f+ye-p~++e-p~eees-+n~-eewn~y ~g~ed 

ia-L~~~iQO-lJ·· 

S2ctfon 13. Section 7-8-2302, MCA, Is a.ended to read: 

•7-8-230Z. Notice of sale of tax-deed lands. (1) 

fh•r~y-deys•-ne~+ee latikB of the sale provided for in 

1-8-2301 shall be given by publication +n--e-new~peae~ 

pr+n~d-+ft-~~eeun~y·-~ae~-fto~+ee-$heJ~he-p~e4+snee-enee-e 
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week-fa~-~-eeftseea~+we-weeks-eftd aa_p~~~la-[sectloo 11 

us;ept._...t.lla1-t.bL_IIilt.is;e shall ill.lig be posted in at least 

three public places in the county. 

{2) Posted and published notice shall be signed by the 

count, clerk, and one notice may include a list of all lands 

to be sold, the appraised value of the sa•e, and the tiMe 

and ~lace of sale. The fair aarket value as determined 

under 7-8-2301 shall be stated in the notice of sale.• 

)ection 1~. Section 7-8-2511, MCA, is amended to read: 

•T-8-2511· Procedure for sale of county lands. (1) The 

board shall .ake an order for public auction of any lands 

classified for sale. Such sale shall be held at the front 

door of the county courthouse. 

(2) Notice of the sale shall be given by publishing a 

notice T~--e--ftew~pepe¥-p•~t+shed~ft-~he-e~~y-enee-a-wee~ 

fe~-3-eeft~eea~+•e-w~eh~-p~eee~+~-~he--d~e--~+•ed--fer--~he 

sft•e·--~he-~+rst-pub++eft~+eft~-ehe-n~+ee-~he~+-he-.a~e-ft~ 

mo~e-~hen-~8-dsy~-pr+&P-te-~he-se~e-da~ew--ff--~here--+s--no 

new~pe~-~~b++,hed-+ft-~he-eoan~yy-~he-ft8~+ee-sha+t-be-~+ven 

by--p&~~+ng-eep+es-~-~ree-ef-~e-ee•~-pub++e-~+eee~-+n-the 

eeu"~r-e~-te8st-~e-deys-~t-fte~-m~re-~hen-~&-eeys--~reeed+n9 

the--~e+~--dete a~--P~U~igqd__iU--Li§s;~lgo_lJ• Tha ft8~tees 

aati~ shall describe the land to be sold and the appraised 

value thereof. 

(~) No sale may be made for less than the appraised 
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value of the land• as fixed by the board. The sale shall be 

for ~ash or on such terms as the board may approve provided 

at le3St 201 of the purchase price shall be paid in cash. 

(~J The lessee, perMittee, or licensee of any of the 

land$ then subject to a lease, per•lt, or license shall have 

a preference to purchase the lands at an amount equal to 

that bid by the highest bidder •t the sale•" 

Section 15. Sect;on 7-11-228, ~CA, is amended to read: 

•7-11-228. Public hearings on proposed progra• 

notice. Notice of hearings shall be published onee-eeeh-week 

fer--8~--Jees~--~-w~ehs-pree.e+ftg-e-heer+ft~y-*n-et-lee,•-ene 

newspeper-of-~nere+-e+rea~e•+on-?n~~--~~y.--~he--ne~ee 

sha~~-s~e~e-the-e+•e-end-p+eee-af-the~r?ng as_p~g_~ 

la&~tioa_lJ.• 

Section 16. Section 7-13-l~S, HCA, Is a•ended to read: 

•7-13-l~S. Hearing and notice on tax levy for 

operation and •aintenance. (lJ Not less than 30 days prior 

to the date of naking the levy for operation and ~aintenance 

of the system, the county com•issioners will hold a public 

hearing on the resolution. 

121 Notice clearly setting forth the subject matter of 

the hParlng e"d-~he-dete-end-p+eee--the~e&f--w++~ ~11 be 

given by the coamissioners by publication +n-a-fteWspepe~ 

pab~+~~ed-e"d-e+rea+e~ed-+~-he-e&Hft~y-where+n-~he--&Ye~e~ 

+s--toee~~--~~ee--e--wee~--fer--3-een§ee~+.e-week8•-~he as 
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~U;wtlJ:IaQ_lo-la&S;.tillo.-l.JI...il&.I;IU!loJ.tult._:t.be noti c.. shall al so 

be posted in three public places within the district.• 

Section 17• Section 7-13-208t ~CA, is aRended to read; 

"7-13-ZOB. Notice of resolutions of intention and 

concurrence -- hearing. (IJ The co•missiooers •ust give 

notice of the passage of the resolution of Intention and 

resolution of concurrence, If applicable, and a notice 

describing the general characteristics of the collection 

system and proposed fees to be charged for the service, 

designating the tiMe and place where the commissioners will 

hear and pass upon protests made ayainst the operation cf 

the proposed distr1ct and stating that a description of the 

boundaries for the proposed district is included in the 

resol•Jtion on file in the county clerk's office. 

(Z) The notice shall be published +n-~he-~wsp~er 

pub+rshed-~~~est-~o-~he-r+eee-w~ere-~he--proposed--~•$~r~e~ 

~--te--he--~ee~ed--for--~8--een~~e--eeys--+R--&-de~+y 

new~per-o~-+"-~wo-Tssa..-ef--e--week+y--newspe~er--eftd as 

i1Ll<J(lJ:Illl2--i.D-LliilCt I pn 1J.a..U~lllllo-:t.b.ilt-UI.e-.DIIU~ill.Llll.!i..O 

be posted in threP. public places within the boundaries of 

the proposed district. 

(3) A copy Df---tbA- notjce sha11 be mail~j by 

~+r~t-e~e~,-•a+~ a~-DLaKided-iQ (se,tJon ZJ to every person, 

fir~, or corporation having real property within the 

propo~ed district listed upon the last completed assess•ent 
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list for county taxes the sa~e day the notice is first 

published.• 

Section 18. Section 7-13-Z304• MCAt is amended to 

read: 

"7-13-Z30~. Notice of intention to levy tax. (1) When 

the ~ritten estimate of the a•ount of money required has 

been delivered to the board of county commisslonerst said 

board shall giwe notice of its Intention to levy and collect 

a tax sufficient for the pay.ent thereof. 

(ZJ ~uch notice shall be given: 

(a) by posting notice thereof In five public places 

within ~he county and within the boundaries of the lands 

upon ·lfhlch tOO tax is to be levledi 

(o) by publishin9 a copy of the notice enee-e&e~-week 

fe~-~ee"see~+•e-week~-•ft-&--fte~spepe~--,ah•+~hed--~--~ee~ 

ee~n~y--wh~e+ft--~~e--~+s~~•~--+s--~ee~e~ AA prgyj~_in 

~luu_lJI and 

(c) by forwarding• by regu•~--f+rs~-e+e~ aail ~ 

reg?§~eree--er--ee~~+~~d-.a+• ~-~OX~d_lo_Lsectjgo ZJ at 

least 10 days prior to the hearing provided for in 

7-13-Z306(4)• a copy of tha notice addressed to the owners 

of taxable real proper~y within the district as shown by the 

current assess•ent book on file in the office of the 

assessor of the county or counties the boundaries of which 

include taxable real property of the district." 
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Section 19. Section 7-13-2345, MCA, is amended to 

read: 

"7-13-23~5. Hearing and notice on petition to exclude 

land. (1) Upon the filing of such petition with the 

secretary of the districtt he shall call a meeting of the 

bo~rd ~f directors of the district at a ti•e not less than 

25 d~ys or •ore than 50 days after the filing of the 

petition and cau5e a notice of the filing of such petition 

to be published enee-eeeft-week-~or-~-eoft,eed~+¥e-weeks-+"-e 

ne•~pape~-ef-ge"e~e~-e+re~~e~+oft-p~h~+shed-+~-eae~-e~n~y-+n 

wh+eft-~he-dtstrTe~-+s-s+~ua~ed ~-PLaxidad-in (sectiQD--lJ• 

Such notice shall also state the date of the filing of such 

petition and that the sa•e will come on for hearing before 

the board of directors of the district &ft~-she+•-,te~e-~he 

~+•e-ef-~he-hear+ng-end-~~e-p~eee-thereof. 

(l} Any landowner or taxpayer within the district 

shall have tne right to appear at said hearing. either in 

behalf of or in opposition to the granting of said petition. 

Said ~etitlon shall come on for hearing before the board of 

directors of the district at the time and place specified in 

the notice of hearing. 

(J) (a) Except as provided In subsection (3)(b)o the 

place ~f the hearing shall be the regular meeting place of 

the board of directors of the district. 

(b) The board may adjourn the hearing to a more 
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convenient meeting place within the district.• 

Section 20. Section 7-14-2706, MCA• is amended to 

read: 

~1-1•-2106. Notice of meeting. ttt The county clerk 

shall immediately notify the county road superintendent of 

1:.he .weeting and shall cause a notice thereof to be I'P+"-eetf 

+n-~~e-newspaper published fteeres•-~e-~he--w+e+ft~y--e~-~he 

~edw--~~-~tee-she++-~e-pabt+shed-¥er-,-ee"seeat+we-~k~ 

prier-te-the-ttme-e¥-the-.eettng ~~d~d-LD-~GD-lJ· 

t~t The notice shall state the-tt.e-end-p+eee-e~-the 

mee~~§-eft~ in general teras the kind of construction or 

improve•ent sought and the place of beginning, intermediate 

points, and termination.• 

Section Zl. Section 7-1~-4630• MCA, is amended to 

read: 

"7-llf\.-lt630. Notice 'for bids to lease parking facility. 

(1) The notice required by 7-14-4&29(1) shall consist of the 

publication of a notice ~xlaad-in_L~gD-lJ Inviting 

bidsy-wfth-~.a-ar-eore-~n.er~?eftt-there8~.-fte~~ess--~han--§ 

deys--e~er~y--fn--e~ewspeper-e¥-!eftere+-e+~e~~et+Dft-~r+n~e~ 

end--pMb++shed--tn--s~eh--eiey--er--e+tr--and--e~nty•---~he 

pabt+ee~~en--s~e+~--be-eOMMene~-ne~-•e~s-~~eft-+5-d&ys-pr+cr 

te-t~-dete-set-tn-the-net+ee-~er-the-~efttn9--ef--b+d~•--£f 

~fte~-be--no--~~~--e*--!eftera+-e+re~~•~+on-pr+n~ee-er 

peet~ned-there+ny-nettee-s~-be-g+weft-by--pest+ng--eep+es 
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of-sefd-ne~+ee-+nv+t+n~~+ds-+n-e~-~e&~-tftree-p~~++e-p•eee~ 

+n--~e--e~ty-er-e?ty-eft~-ee~n~y-not-•ess-•h•n-~5-eays-pr+er 

te-tne-da~e-set-+"-the-ne~+ee-fer-~he-e,en+n~-e~-h+~s. 

(2) Such notice 5hall distinctly and specifically 

describe the project and the facilities in connection 

therewith which are to be leasedt the period of tl•e for 

which said project is to be leased~. and the minimum rental 

to be ~aid under such lease.• 

Section zz. Section 7-15~2103• MCA• is a~ended to 

read: 

•7-15-2103. Notice of hearing on petition. The notice 

required by 7-15-2102 shall be given at the county•s expense 

by publishing a notice et-teee~-t&-deye-preeedtng-the-d&y-en 

wft+eh-the-heer+~~-+~~o-be-he•d•-+ft--e--newspeper--hev~ft~--e 

genera~--e+~e~+a~+on--+n--~he-eeun~y-ory-+f-~he~e-be-no-sueh 

ft~w~~per.-hy-~es~+ftg-saeh-a-ne~?ee-+n-e~-+ees~-~hree-pub++e 

ptee~-wtth+n-~he-ee~~y~-+~~-te-deys-preeedtn~-the--d&y 

oft--w"+eft--~he-heer+ft~-+s-te-~e-fte~ ~ca~lded In [sekL!aa 

lJ·• 

Section 23. Section 7-16-232~• HCAt is a•ended to 

read: 

•7-16-232~. Sale, lease, or exchange of dedicated park 

lands. (1) For the purposes of this section and p~rt 25 of 

chapter s, lands dedicated to the public use for park or 

playground purposes under 76-3-606 and 76-3-607 or a similar 
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statute or pursuant to any instru•ent not specifically 

conveying land to a governmental unit other than a county 

are considered county lands. 

(2J A county may not sell, lease, or exchange lands 

dedicated for park or playground purposes except as provided 

under this section and part 25 of chapter a. 
(3) Prior to selling, leasing, or exchanging any 

county land dedicated to public use for park or playground 

purposes, a county shall: 

(a) compile an inventory of all public parks and 

playgrounds within the county: 

(b) prepare a co~prehensfve plan for the provision of 

outdoor recreation and open space within the county; 

{c) determine that the proposed sale, lease, or 

excha,"lge furthers or is consistent with the county•s outdoor 

recreation and open space comprehensive plan; 

(dl publish notlces-.H-IlUilUIIlllL...I.~s::tloo 1], of 

intention to sell, leas~, or dispose of such lands, giving 

the people of the county opportunity to be heard regarding 

such action; 

Ce) if the land is within an incorporated city or 

town, secure the approval of the governing body ther@of for 

th~ action; and 

(f) comply Nith any other ap~licable requirements 

under part 25 of chapter 8. 
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(~) Any revenue realized by a county froM the sale, 

exchange• or disposal of lands dedicated to public use for 

park or playground purposes shall be paid Into the park fund 

and used In the •anner prescribed In 76-3-606 and 76-3-607 

for cash received In lieu of dedication.• 

Section 21t. Section 7-21-3"22• MCA• is ataended to 

read: 

•7-21-3422. Notice of Intention to create fair 

district -- hearing. Notice of the resolution of intent to 

create a fair district shall be published +ft-~wo-re~~•&r 

weekty-+ssaes-ef-e-ne~eper-in-~he--~y--s~t+R!--ferth 

~he-dft~e-on-whTeft ~xided in lsftGtlpn il£-Stating that a 

heari~g shall be had on the resolution by the taxpaters and 

residents of the county and e+-wn+~-e+ee ~ objections 

will be heard.• 

Section 25. Section 7-22-2ZlZ, MCA• is amended to 

read: 

•7-22-2212. Notice of hearing. Upon setting a date for 

the nearing, the governing body shall give notice of the 

heari~3 in the followinq manner: 

(lJ notice is to be sent by certified •ail to each 

owner Jf land within the proposed district at the last-known 

address as sho~n in the county records; 

(2) notice is to be posted in at least three public 

places within the proposed district; and 
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(3) notice is to be published +"-e~-~~est-~wo-+ssaes 

e~-e--newspaper--e~--genePe•--e+re.~e~+o"--+n--~he--pre~esed 

d+~~e~.--~-a~-tees~-•-~aye-&e~weeft-pabf+ee~+efty-eftd-~he 

f+rs~-pHb~+ea~+on-.Hs~--be--~--+ess~--~e--days--he~epe--~he 

hear+ft~-de~e ~~-~axidAd ia ~~cctlgo-lJ•• 

Section Z6. Section 7-22-2~~6, HCA, is amended to 

read: 

•7-22-2+46• Hearing on petition for dissolution 

notice. Upon the filing of a petition for dissolution, the 

board af county co••issioners shall set a time for hearing 

the ~etition and shall cause notice thereof to be aalled ~ 

to all nonresident property owners 

within the district whose addresses are known, to be posted 

in at least three public places ~ithin the district• and to 

be published e~-+ees~-eftee-+n-~he-~+++e+ef-fte~peper-e+~he 

eewft~-pab~+ehed--+ft-~he---~+•~r+e~.---~he---pae~ftg---end 

pebt+ea~+eft--~o--be--~--te~--~9--deys--be+ere-~he-da~e-af 

h@ar+"g ~~L~iaed-lD-l~~D-lJ· Nhenewer the district 

is partly in ane county and partly in another countyw notice 

•ust oe posted In each county, but posting need not be in 

three places in each county, and notice .ust be published in 

the official newspaper of each county.• 

Sectl.on 27. Section 7-33-Ztoz, HCA, Is amended to 

read: 

•7-33-ZlOZ. Notice of hearing. Tfle board ~hall• ~!thin 
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10 days after the receipt of the petition, give notice of 

the he3ring thereof at least 10 days prior to the hearing: 

111 by mailing a copy of the notice by-f+re~-etas~ 

.,..+~ ~~-IILOJUIIlU1-i.ll-~~llltl..4J to each fr eeho 1 der In the 

district at the address shown in the assess~nt roll; 

(2} by causing notices of the tl•e and place of such 

hearing to be posted in at least three of the most public 

places ~lthin the area proposed to be established as a fire 

district; and 

(3) by publishing the notice ~-+~es~-oneey--na~--•ess 

~haft--t8--e~--aare--~eft--~e--deys--pr+er-~e-~he-t+me-af-~he 

heer+ngy-ift-8-ftew~peper-regn~~ty-p~e•+shed-~n-~he-eo~n~y-+n 

•h+eft-~aeh-proposed-&+a~r~e~--+,--,+~ae~ed as provided--iu 

ul~J;.i..iuo..l.J·• 

Section 28. Section l-3~-2153t MCA, is aeended to 

rea!d: 

•7-34-2153. 

notice. (l) 

Hearing on 

At the first 

petition 

regular 

presentation of said petltiont said 

co•missioners shall cause notice of 

for annexation 

meeting after the 

board of county 

said petition to be 

published +n-~we-s~eeessrwe-+ss~~-ef-e-newspepe~--~vh~+she~ 

+n--~~--eoan~y as prgyidad_~e,tion 1) prior to the date 

fixed by said board for the hearing of said petltiont which 

date ~hall be not less than 4 weeks after the filing of such 

petition. 
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(ZI Upon 1:he date fixed for such hearing or 

continuance thereof, said board shall take up and consider 

said ~etl1:1on and any objections which may be filed to 1:he 

inclusion of any additional area or territory in said 

district.• 

Section 29o Section 7-34-2157, KCA, Is a.ended to 

read: 

"7-3~-2157. Hearing on petition for withdrawal 

notice. Cll The board of county co .. issioners shall, upon 

the filing of such a petition, fix a time for the hearing of 

such withdrawal petition, which time shall not be more than 

4 weeks after the receipt thereof. 

(2) Any Interested person •ar appear a1: said hearing 

and present objectioos to the withdrawal of said portion 

from said district. 

(3) The board shally--e~-~ee,~-~-wee~s-pr+er-~e-~he 

~+ee-~o-FTwedy publish a notice of such hearing Tn--~wo 

~eee~s+ve--+ssaes-of-e-ftew~pe~er-pdD~+shed-~ft-~he-e~~~y ~ 

p.t.w.:i.li&ILJ.o~U<m-U· • 

Section 30. Section 7-3~-2162, MCA, is amended to 

read: 

•7-3~-2162. H~aring on petition for dissolution 

notice. Upon the filing of $UCh petition, the board of 

county co•missioners shall set a time for hearing the same 

and shall cause notice thereof to be posted in at lea~t 
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three separate public places within said district for at 

least 2 weeks prior to the hearing. The notice shall also be 

published fo~-a~-~e~~~wo-saeee§~+ve-+,~s-+n-a--ftewspeper 

pub+is~e~-+n-~-eeun~y-pr+er-~o-saeh-hee~+ft' ~ proyidAd-lQ 

LA~UgD-lJ·• 

Section 31. Section 7-35-ZlOZt HCA, is aaended to 

read: 

~7-35-2102. Notice of hearing on creation of district. 

(1) Tha board of county coMmissioners shall cause notice to 

b@ given of the ti•e and place of said hearing by 

publication as preser+be~-by-~aw-~e~-n~-~~,-~han--~--weeks 

~ter--~e--~he-~+.e-ef-§a+d-heert"g ~Qaa_J.o_[sectlaO-ll• 

(2} Said notice shall state that any person residing 

in or owning property within said proposed district or 

,.lthi.1 any existing cemetery ctistrict, any part of the 

territ,ry of which Is described in said petition, may appear 

before said board at the hearing and show cause why the 

distri:t should not be created or the proposed boundaries 

chang~ d.• 

s~ction 32. Section 1-35-2115, ~c~, is amended to 

read: 

"7-35-2115. Notice and hearing on alteration of 

bound~ries. (11 At the first regular meeting after the 

pres~,tation of said petition, said board of county 

commissioners shall cause notice of said petition to be 

-26- HB 859 



HS Cll59f02 

1 published eee&r~+"~-~o-~ew-•er•e-weeks-~r+er-~e-~he-~e~e--~o 

2 ~--f~xed--by-~a+~-board-~ar-~he-hee~+ft~of-~e+~-pe~+~+en ~ 

3 llUI!idillL.Lil..(UULllll..4J• 

(Z) Upon the date fi Ked for such hear fng or ... 
5 cont.i n:Jance thereof, said board shall take up and consider 

6 said petition and any objections which may be filed to the 

1 Inclusion of any property in said district. 

8 (3) Said board shall have the powery by order entered 

9 on its minutes, to grant said petition either in whole or in 

10 part and to alter the boundaries of said public ceMetery 

11 district and to annex thereto all or such portion of said 

12 territory described In said petition as will be benefited 

13 thereby.• 

I"o «~W-~ILQ~ Section 33. Codification instruction. 

15 Sections 1 and 2 are intended to be codified as an Integral 

16 part of Title 7• and the proylsions of Title 7 apply to 

17 sections 1 and l. 

18 1~-~~- Section 3"oo Seyerabillty. If a part of 

19 this act is invalid• all valid parts that are severable fro• 

20 the i~walid part remain in effec~. If a part of this act is 

Zl invalid in one or more of itS applications; the part re•ains 

Z2 in effect In all valid applications that are severable from 

23 the i~valid applications. 

-End-
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~&~h Legislature HB 0859/02 

1 H~JSE BILL NOo 859 

2 INTRODUCED BY WALDRON 

3 

4 A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED• •AN ACT TO GENERALLY 

5 STAHD-.ROIZE NOTICE REQUIREMENTS REL.ATING TO THE CONDUCT OF 

6 BUSINESS Of LOCAL GOVERNMENT UNITS OTHER THAN 

1 MUNICIPALITIES; A .. ENDING SECTIONS 7-2-2704, 7-Z-2756t 

8 7-4-2307t 7-5-2301t 7-6-Z326t 7-6-Z34Zt 7-6-2605, 7-8-101t 

9 7-8-2212, 7-8-2216, 7-8-2302• 7-8-2511t 7-11-228, 7-I3-145, 

10 l-13-208t 7-13-Z304t 7-13-2345, 7-14-Zl06o 7-14-4630, 

11 7-15-2103, 7-16-2324o l-Z1-3422t 7-22-2212t 7-22-2446, 

12 7-33-Z10Zt 7-34-2153t 7-34-2157, l-34-2162, 7-35-2102, AND 

13 7-35-2115, MCA.• 

14 

15 BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

lb ~fY_Sf~llaHa Section lo Publication and content of 

17 notice. unless otherwise specifically provided• whenever a 

18 local govern•ent unit other than a .untclpalfty Is requi~ed 

19 to give notiCe by publication,. the- following applies: 

20 11) Publication must be in a newspaper meeting the 

21 qualifications of subsection (21• except that in a county 

22 where no newspaper •eets these qualifications. publication 

23 must be made in a qualified newspaper in an adjacent county 

2'1 or if ther& is no qualified newspaper in an adjacent countyy 

25 publi~ation must be made by posting the notice in three 
T H I R D R E A D I N G 
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