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B1LL No. 5T
INTRODUCED BY _W

A BILL kﬁk AN  ACT  ENTITLED: ®AN ACT TO GENERALLY
STANDARDIZE NOYICE REQUIREMENTS RELlTiNG TO THE CONDUCT OF
BUSINESS OF  LOCAL  GOVERNMENT  UNITS  OTHER  THAN
MUN‘&IPALITTESS AMENDING SECTIONS T-2-2704y T-2-2T756,
T-4-230T3 T-5-2301y T-6-2326, T-6~2342y T-6-2405y T-6~-101,
7-8-2212y T-B~2216y T-8B-2302y 7-8-2511ls 7-11-2284 T-13-145,
T=23-208y T-13-2304, T-13-2345y T+14+27064 T-14-46304
T-15-2103, T-16~2324y T~21-3422y T-22+2212s T=22-24464
7-33;21029 7-34-2153y T-34-215Ts T-34-2162s T=-35~-21024 AND

T-35-2115¢ MCAa"®

BE IT‘ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATUREVUF THE STATE OF MONTANA:

AEH_SECTIION. Section 1e Publication and content of
notices Unless otherwise spgcifically provi&eﬁq whenever a
local government unit other than a municipality is required
to give notice by publicatione the following applies:

(1) Publicatinn must be in a newspaper meeting the
qualifications of subsection (2)y except that in a county
where no newspaper meets these qualificationss publication
must be made in a qualified newspaper in an adjacent county
or if there is no qualified newspaper in an adjacent countys

publization must be made by posting the notice in three
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public places in the countys designated by resclution of the
governing bodys

{2} The newspaper must be:

{a) of general paid circulation with a second—class
mailing permit;

(b) published at least once a week:

(c) published in the county where the hearling or other
action will take place. .

{3} In tha case of a contract awards the newspaper
must have been published continuously in the county for the
12 months preceding the awarding of the contracts

7 (4) If a person is required by law or ordinance to pay
for pﬁb!icétionp the payment must be received bdafare the
publication may be mades

¢5) The notice must be published twice with at least &
days separating publicatione The first publication must be
No mora than Z1 days prior to the action and the last no
less than 3 days prior to the actione

{6} The published notice must contsin:

(a) twhe dates time, and place 2t which the hearing or
other action will occur;

(b} a brief statement of the action t¢ be takens

{c) the address angd telephone number of the person who
way ba contacted for further inforwatlaon on the action to be
taken; and

FNTRODUCED BILL
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{1} any other information required by the specific
section requiring notice.

{1y A published notice required by law may be
suppiemented by a3 radieo or telavision broadcast of the
noticz in the mapner prescribed in 2+~3~105.

iEW_SECTIONS. Section 2. Mail notices (1) ynless
otherwise specifically provideds whenever a local government
unit other than a municipality is required to give notice of
a hearing or other official act by maily the requirement may
be met by:

{a) deposit of the notices properly addresseds in the
United States mail with postege paid at the first—class
racte;

() sending the notlce by certifiod ®ail rather than
first classi or

(c) @mailing the notice at the bulk rate instead of
First cltass when notice is5 to be given by wmail to all
electyrs or residents of the affected local government unite.

{2) The notice shall contain:

(a) .the date, time, and place at which the hearing or
other action will be taken;

{) a brief statement of the action to bhe taken;

{c) the addrass and telephone number of the person who

may be contacted for Further information on the action to be

taken; and
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{2) any other inforwmation required by the specific
section reguiring mail noticee

13} HWhen notice by mall is requireds the Tequirement
applies only to persons whose addresses are knowne

Section 3. Section 7-2-2T04y MCAy is amended to read:

®T~2-2704« Hearing on petition by county commissioners
-= notlices {[1) MWhenever any such petition is presented to
the board of county commissioners of a county with a.
certificate of the election administrator attached therata
and showing that the petition has been signed by not less
than 35%  of  the registered electors of the county whose
names appear upeh the registration recards of the countys as
provided in 7-2-2702 and T-2-2703¢+ the poard shall,
immedi ately upon presentation of the petitions make and
enter an order in its minutes fixing a day for considering
and taking final action on tha petition. The date for final
action. shall pe not Jess than 30 or more than 35 days after
the date when the order is mades

(2) The board shall cause a notice to be published +n
vhe-of f+eiat-newspoper-of—the-esunty as_provided lo [ssction
1] to the effect that the petition has been presented to the
board asking for the abandonment and abolishment of the
county and that the-board-wiid-meet-ni-the-tirne-specifFied-in
the~-order——for-—conaidering—oand-taking-+inat-actron-en-the

petitiony-at-which--t+me any ragistered electors of the
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county interested therein may appear and be heard thereons

fhe-notice—snoti-be-pudtished-once-s-weak-for——2-—successive

weeky-intnediatety-fottonwing-the-making-of-the-orders"
Section 4« Section T-2-2756y MCAe i5 amended to read:
#7-2-2754+ Sale of acquired real propertye {1} Nc real

estate say be sold by the board of county commissioners

unless the property has been appraised within 1 yaar

immediately prior to the date of sale by three taxpayers who

reside within the territory of the abandoned and abolished

Hcountv and who were appointed by the judge of the district

court o which the county is attached, on petition of the
board of rsuch countys Every sale of real gstatq shall be
made';t public sales and notice shall be published Fn-—the
offiecral-—newspaper-of-the-county-snee-a-wesk-fur-ac-teast-2
weeks-inmediately-prior-to—the-dace~for=hstding-the-sane g3

provided _ia__[sectign l]e Mo such real astate shall be sold

for a price less than 90% of the appraised value thereof.

{2) The full purchase price of any real astate sc sold
shall not be required to be made in one payment; but the

purchaser therecf may pay the same in four installmentss the

first of which shall be not less than 25% of the purchase

‘prices to be npaid at the time of purchases with the

remainder to be paid in three equal annual Installments witn
interest therzon at not less than 5% per annume. Khenaver

tha purchase price of any real estare is to be paid in
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instalimentss the board shall enter into a contract with the
purchaser thereofy and such contract shall be recorded in
the office of the county clerk. When payment in full Hhas
been made for real estatee the chalrman of the board shall
execute and deliver thé proper bill of cale or deed to the
purchaser or his successor in interests

t3) AN real estate solde with any Iimprovements

thereons shall be subject to assessment and taxation

-anpually to the purchaser or his successor in interest at a

value equal to the amount paid on the purchase price thereof

until the purchase price is fully paldy when such real

gsgate shall be assessed at its full cash value. Any and all
imbrovenents placed on any such real estate after its
purchase shall be subject to assessment and taxation at the
full cash valve thereof."

Saction 5 Section T-4-230T7e MCAy is amended to reads

7-4-2307a Notice of hearinge (1} The county clerk or
glerks shall cause notice of the hearing required by
T-4-2306 to be published sme—time-in-the-officiat-——newspaper
af-—ehe--cegntyy--which-pablication—mnat-be-at-east-18-days
before-the-date-—set--For--satd--henringv——ff--there-~is-—-neo
ne;spuper--of--genafu}—-c+reu¥§t+on—pr+nted-end+pub4ished-+n
sard-enuntyy-then-sueh-netice-nast-he-passted-Hy-—the-—county
eleri-—or—-eterksy-—at-teart-id-dayr-before-the~date-ses-for

such-hearingr-if-~three--pubiic--placey—-+n--the—county--—-or

-
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counties s _prgwided_ in Lsection. l].

(2) Said notice shall either contain a copy of said
petitiony with the signatures omitteds or a copy of the
resolution of intent passed by the board or boards of county
comaissioners and shall state the-time-and-siace—fined-for
hearing~the-sone-and—that-ep—sach-hearingr Lhat any taxpayver
of the county may appear and be heard in support of or in
opposition to said patition."

Section 6. Section T-5-2301s MCAy is amende¢ tos read:

*7-5-2301. Competitive, advertised bidding required
for certain large purchases or cﬁnstruction contractse (1}
Except as provided in 7-5-2304y no contract for the purchase
of aly vehicley road machineryy or uthér machinerys
apparatuse appliancess or equipment or for any materials or
supplias of any kind for which must be paid a sum in excess
of $10+000 or for the construction of any buildings roads or
bridge for which must be paid a sum in excass of $10,000 or
for the repair or maintenance of any buildings roads or
bridge for which must ba paid a sum in excess of $25,600
shall be entered into by a county governing body without
first publishing a anotice calling for bids for furnishing
the same.

(2) The notice must be published #n--the——officint
Aewapaper—-of-—the--tcounty--et-—teast-—once~~o--yeakv-far--3

cemsecative-~wenkt—-bhefora-~tha--date--Eixed-~-therein--~Fop
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receiving-bids ag provided io. [(section 1]
©(3) Every such contract shall be let ta the lowest and

best responsidle bidder.™

Sacéinn T« Section ¥-6~2326y MCAy IS amenaad to read:

"71-5-2326s Transfer of cash balance in fund at close
of fiscal yeare (1) After o public hearings if the cash
batance remaining at the end of a fiscal year in any of the
several county funds except the school fundy exceeds the
amount. to be budgeted to that funds the excess may bLe
transFarred to ‘ other funds as the county commissioners
consider to be in the best interest of tﬁe COUNntye

(2). Notice of the hearing must be given not-Yess-~than
39--days-—-prier-to-the-hearimy-by-pubtication-in-a-nevspaper
of-generat-ctrentatton-in—the-county-and-hy-saseing-in-—Five
pub%&e--p+eées;*-?he'~ﬂot+ee-nust-state-the-dutcv-tinev°and
ptace-of-the-heartng as. provided.in [secijon. 1] and shall
state generally the-purpose and proposed use of the funds.®

Section 8. Secticn T-6-2342y MCA» is amended to read:

#T-6-2342. Procedure to makas expenditures and incur
tlabilities in c;se of other emergencless {1) In a - public
emargency other than those described in 7-6-23%1 and which
could not reasonably have been foreseen at the time of
making the budgets: the board of County <ommissionerss by
unanimous vote of the members present at any meeting (the

time and place of which all the commissioners shall have had
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reasonable notice)s shall adopt and enter upon their minutes
a resolution  stating the facts éonstltuting the emergency
and the estimated amount of money rsequired +to meat the
emergencys

{2) The board shall publish the resolutions together
with a notice gs_proxided...lo._lsectlon..1) that & public

hearing wiil be heid on the resclution at—the-tine-and-piate

. destgnoted-—in-the—notiter-once—tn—the-cfficrat-newepaper—of

ehe—cannty-and—+f-there-ta-noney——then-—in--a--newspaper--of
generat-—eircatotron--in--the-countyr-Fhe-hearing-ney-—not-be

Fess-tnan-i-week-after-the-date-of-pobiiention.

(3) -Any taxpayer or resident of the county may - appear -

at the hearing and be heard for or against the expenditure
of money for tne alleged emergencye.

(%) {[a} YUpon the conclusion of the hearings If the
commissioners approve the emergency expenditures they shall
wake and enter upon their official minutess by wunanimous
vote uf all of the members of the board present at the
meetiigy 2n order setting forth the facts constituting the
emergencys together with the amount of expenditure
authori zed therefor by theg. Subject to the 1limitations of
subsection (4)(b)e the order is lawful authorization for
them ‘o expend such amount, but no more, for such purposes

{b) No expenditure may be made or liability incurred

pursuant to the order until 5 dayse exclusive of the day of
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entry of the orders élapse.ﬂ

Section 9a Section 7T-6=260%5y MCAe is anendéd to read:

*7-6-2605. Catl for pafment of warrants drawing
interests (1) Hhen there Is sufficient money to pay the
warrants drawing interesty the treasurer must glve notice #n
some—awapaper-pabliahed—in-—his-~eaunty--~ory——tFf-none——is
pudtishedv-thea-by-written-notice-posted-upon-the-courthouse
doory--steting—theretn gs provided o [section 1] that he is
ready to pay such warrantse.

(2) In advertising warrants under the provisions eof
this sectioen in any newspapery the treasurer must not
publish tha warrants in detail but give notice only that
county warrants presented for payment prior to such date,
stated in the notice are payable« When only a part of the
warrants presented for paysent on the same day are payables
the treasurer must deslgnate such payable warrants in  the
advertisementa

{3) Such warrants cease to draw interest from the
first publication or posting of such notice.

{%#} (a) If such warrants be not re-presentea for
payment within &0 days from the time the notice hereinbefore
providad for is givens the fund set aside for the payment of
the same must be applied by the treasurer to the payment of
ungaid warrants next in order of registry.

(o) The board of county commissioners mayy on

-10=-
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application and presentation of warrantsey properly endorseds

whicn have been advertiseds pass an order directing the

‘treaSJrer to pay them out of any money in the treasurf not

otherwise appropriated.™

Sectlon 10 Section 7-8-101ly MCAs fs amended to read:

"7-8-101. Authorization to transfer property between
certain governmantal entitiese (1) A countys upon first
passing a resclution of intent te do <o and upern giving
notice of such intent by publlication once-a-weak-for-3-weeks
a-—a~-~arwapaper--publishad-in-sHeh-—eityy-tonnr-or-asunty—in
which-+oented as_pooxided in. . [sectige_l1]ls shall have power
ta seN or +trade to any citys town: or political
sub&ivision. as the interests of Its inhabitants requires
any propertys however held or acquireds which Is not
necassary for the conduct of the county business, wltﬁout an
ordinances public notice, public auctions bidse or
appraisale Proceedsy if anys shall be distributed according
ta laws Such transactions shall be made by resolution of the
county commissioners involved and entered in the minutes of
the regular or special meetingse

{2) A city or towns upon first passing a resolution of
intent to do so and upon giving notice of such intent by
publication once a week for 3 weeks in a newspaper published
in such city or town or county in which 1ocateds shall have

power to sell or +trade to any county or political
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subdivisions as the interests of its inhabitants Trequires
any oroperty-‘ however ﬁe!d or acquiredy which s not
necessary for the conduct of the <ity or town " businessy
without an ordinancey public notices public auctions bidse
or appraisal. Proceedss if anys sﬁal] be distributed
according ‘ta law. Such transactions shall be made by
resolution of the councils or conmissions IiInvolved and
antered in the sinutes of the regular or special me2tingse.
{(3) f{a) A county shall have power to trade with or
purchase from any citys towns or political subdivision such
proper ty without an appraisal of the property traded or
purchased.- C o
(b} A city or town shall have power to trade ui{h or
purchase from any county or political subdivision such
property without an “appraisal of the property traded or
purchased.”
Section 1le Section 7-8-22i2, MCA, is amended to read:
n7-8-2212. Notice of sale and public auction required
for certain salese. Unless otherwise provided, if the real or
persatal property sought to be sold is reasonably of a value
in excess of 3100 for real property or $29500 for personal
propertys tﬁe sale shall be at public auction at the
courthouse door after previous notice given by publication
in-a-newspapar-pubtished~in-said-conntys-Fhe-notice~shodd-be

pubtished-once-a-week-for-4—suteecssive-weehs-and-—posted-—in

-12-
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five—-pubtic——preces——in-—the-county 35 provided. ia [(secilan
1]."

Saction 12« Section T-8-2216s MCAy Is amended to read:

=7-8-2216« Sale of county property to school districte.
{1) The board of county commissioners shall have the power
to sell directly to the school districts without the
necessity of @ public auctions any real or personal
propertys however acquiredy, belonging to the county and
which is not necessary to the conduct of the county's
businzss or the preservation of its propertys for its
appraised values which shall represent a fair market value
of such propectye

(2) If the property to be sold to the school district

is reasonably of a value in excess of $100 for real property

and $29500 for personal propertys notjce of tha sale shat}
be given pub¥+eoe+en-&n--a~neﬂspaper-Gh-ge+e—eeuntfc-—¥he
qot+cs-shu}§—he-pnh%%shed-enee-a--eak-For—ﬁ—sueeesa+vg—uaeﬁs

ond-posted-in-five-poblic-piaces-tn—the-county a;_,nngxidgd

in-[sectien.l]."

section 13« Section 7-8-2302, HClv‘isrgmended to read:
"7-8=2302. MNotice of sale of tax-deed landss (1)
Fhirty-doyst-netice Notice of the sale provided for in
7-8-2301 shal} be given by publication +#n--a-newspaper
printed-in-the-countyv-Such-notice~shatt-be-published-once-o

week-for~i-consecutive-weeks-and a5 provided o [section 13
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except__that__tbe _potice shall alsa be postad in at least
threae public places in the county.

{2) Posted and published notice shall be signed by the
county clarks and ane notice may include a list of all lands
to be soldy the appraised value of the samee and the tiwe
and  place of sale. The falr market value as determined
under 7-B-Z301 shall be stated in the notice of sale.™

Section l4e Section T-8-Z511e MCAs is amended to rsads

f1—8—2511. Procedure for sale of county lands. (1) The
board shall adke an order for public auction of any lands
classified for sales Such sale shall be held at the front
door of thg County courthouse.

{2) Notice of the sale shall be given by publishing a
notice +a--a--pewspaper-publiahed-in-the-eounty-once-a—week
for-3i-tonasecutive-neela-preceding-the--date--fined——for-=-the
sa+e'--?he—f+rst-puh}ieat§on-eF—ehe‘nutéee-shai¥-ﬁa-naﬁe—not
more—than-36-days-prisr-to-the-sate—dates—~#f--there--is--po
newspaper-pubdished-in-the-eauntyr—the-notiee-skat¥-be-given
By~-posting-copies—at-threa-of-the-mort-pubite-proces—in-the
counky-at-teast-26-daya-hue-net-more-¢ihon-38-dayy-—preceding
ehe--sate--date an__pro¥ided.  in. . Lisction lJje The notices
notlce shall describs the tand to be sold and the appralsed
value thereofs. .

{3} No sale may be made for less than the appraised

value of the landy as fixed by the bearde The sale shall be

~14—
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for cash or on Suth terms as the board may approve provided
at Teast 20X of the purchase price shall be paid in cashe

{4) The lesseey permittees or licensee of any of the
1ands then subject to a leases permits or license shall have
a pr2ference to purchase the lands at an amount equal to
that bid by the highest bidder at the sale.™

Section 15« Section 7-11-228, MCAs is amended to read:

"7-11-228Ba Public hearings on proposad program -~
notices Notice of hearings shall be published once-ench-week
for——-at--}etrat--2~neoks—preceding-a-hearingr-in-ot-teast-one
nenspaper-of-general-cirentotion-tn-the-countyr-——Ftha-——notice
shati-seate-the—tiae—and-place-of-che-hearing as provided io
[seckica.1l]"

Section 146s 3Section 7-13-145¢ HCA: is amended to read:

"7-13-145. Hearing and natice on tax levy for
vparation and maintenance. {1) Not less than 30 days prior
to the date of making the levy for operation and maiotenance
of the systems the county commissioners will hold a public
hearing on the resclution.

(2} Notice clearly satting forth the subject matter of
the hearing shd-the-dote-and-place—thereof-—wit+ 3 hall be
given by the commissioners by publication in—s-newspaper
pubtitrned-and-ciregtated-in-the-county-wherern—the-~district

t3-~tveatod--snce~—a—-~week-~for--I-consecutive-weeksv~Fhe gg

peayided-lo.[section llse. gxggpi.that.tiie notice shall also
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be posted in three public places within the districta®

Saction 17« Section 7-13-208, MCA, Is amended to read:

"7-13-208. Notice of resolutions of intention and
concurrence —— hearinge. e The commissioners must give
notice of the passage of the resolution of intention and
resolution of concurrencay If applicables and a notice
describing the genperal characteristics of the collectfon
system and proposed ;ees to be charged for the services
designating the time and place where the commissioners will
heay and pass upon protests made against the operation of
the proposed district and stating that a description of the
boundaries for the praoposed district is included in the
resoliution on file in the county clerk's officeds

(2} The notice. shall be published in-the-pewspaper
pubtished-nesrest—to—the-plece-where-the——proposed-~diztrict
F3-~to-—bhe~-created—-for——i8-——consecutive~-—days-——+n——a-daity

newapaper-ar—$n-twe-isgnes-oaf--a--weekty--nenspaper~-and a5

hcoawided..io_ {section lle gxcept.that the netice.shall alsa

pe posted in three public places within the boundaries of
the proposed districta.

§3) A copy of ... .the__ngticg sHall bhe maited by
frrst-cines-mat+¥ as_provided lo Lsectiop 2] to every persons
firms+ or corporation having real property ' within the
praposed district listed upon the 1ast completed assessment

Jlist for county taxes the same day the notice is Ffirst

-16=
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publishede™
section 18e -Section 7-13-2304y MCAy 'is amended Lo

read:

the <ritten estim2te of the amount of money required has

been delivered to the board of <county coﬂmisslénérs.l said
board shall glve notice of its intention to Tevy and collect
a tax sufficient for the payment thereof.

{2} Such notice shall be given:

{a} by posting notice therecf In five public piaces
within the county and within the boqnda;ies_ of the lands
upon‘ihich'the tax is to be levied; ‘ '

{b) by publishing a copy of tﬁe noticé ence-each-week
faf-e—eenseeutive—ueeks—+n-a~-neuspapgf—-pub**shed—-fn-—eﬂeh
eointy——uhare+n--the—*d+striee-~+s--4eeeted‘ ia.;hxn!idsn;in
fsaction_1]3 and ' .

{c} by forwardings by regubar--firae—ciass mail or
registered-—or——eertified-modt as_provided in-lazctiga.z] at
least 10 days prior ta the hearing provided for in
7-13-2306(4)r a copy of the notice addressed to the owners
of taxable real property within the district as shown by the
current assessment bogk on file in the office of the
assessor of the county or counties the buundaries of which
include taxable real property of the district.”

Section 19+ Section T-13-2345y MCAy is amended to

—l"—

"7-13-230%, Notice of intention to Tevy taxe (1) nhen
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read:

#7-13-2345« Hearing and notice on petitian to exclude
Tand. 1) upon the filing of such petition with the
secretary of the districts he shall call a meeting of the
board of directors of the district at a time not less than
25 days or mwmore than 50 days _after. the filing of the
petition and causé 2 notice of the filing of suchA petition
to be published onee-ench-wesk-for-2-conseeutive-weeks—in-a
newspaper-of-gererat-eitrcatotion-pabitahed—in—each-eosuney~in
which-tira—dtstrice~ty-s+tuated as_pravided lo__ _fsection. . 1]
Such notice shall 3150 state the date of the filing of such
petition and that the same will Zome on for hearing before
the board of directors of the district end-shai¥-stere-the
time-of-the~hearing-and-che-ptace—thereaf.

iZ) Any landowner oy taxpayer Within the district
shall have the right to appear at said hearlings ®ither in
beﬁalf of or in opposition to the granting of said petitione.
$aid petition shall come on for hearing before the board of
directors of the district at the time and place specified in
the notice of hearings

{3) (a) Except as provided in subsection (3){b)s the
place of the hearing shall be the regular neeting place of
the board of directors of the districte

{b) The board may adjourn the hearing to a more

convaniant meeting place within the district.”
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Section Z0. Sectlion 7-14-2T706+ MCAy is awended to
reads

"T~14-2706s Notice of mestinge 1) The county clerk
shall immediately notify the county road superintendent of
the =eeting and shall cause a notice therect te he printed

ra-the-newspaper published nearest—to-the-—vieraity——af-—the

ready—-Fhe-notica-sinantri-bo-pabl iahed-for-I-eonsecutive~weekn

prior-to-the-tima-ef-the-mesting as _provided in [seckilon. ll-

£2y The notice shall state the-trme-and-plece-af-2he
meakiny-and in general terms the Kind of construction or
improvement sought and the place of begimings intermediate
pointss and terminatione®

Saction 21l Section T-14—-4630. HMCAr s amended to
reagd: ’

"T-14-4630. HNotice for bids to lease parking facility.
{1) The notice required by 7~14-462%(1) shall consist of the
publication of a notice 3s_proyided in [segtiogn_ll inviting
bidsy-with—two-—or-more -inssvtrons—thersofv-not-tess—vtian—-5
deys=-aparty—in-~a-newspapar-of-genesral-cirenlarion-printed
eﬁdﬁ—pabﬁfshed?~+n--saeh—~eft7--ar——e+ty—-und——eenneyc—-"¥he
pubi+eat&aﬂ-—sha+}--be-eemneneed—not-%aae«than—iﬁ-dqys-préor
to-the-date-set~in-the-notice-fop-the-opeming~-of —~bidas—~1f
there«+be--ne—-new§pnper-§f--genefa*—e+fes%et#on—printed-of

pub¥ished-theretny-netice—shati-he-given—by--posting—eopies

of~said-notioe-invieing~hidarénrat-teast—three-pobiie-ploces
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A-~the-—ettyp-ar-ecity-and-coanty-nat-tess-than-t5—daya-prier
to-the-doate~qet-im—the-notice-for-ehe—opening-of-~bids,

{2) Such npotice shall distinctly and specifically
describe the project and the facilities in connection
therewith which are to be leasedy the period of time for
which said project Is to be leaseds and the miniwum rental
to be paid under such lease."

lectinn 22. Section T-15%-2103+ MCA, s amended to
reads 7

nT-15-2103. Notice of hearing on petition. The notice
required by 7-15-2102 shall be given at the county®s expense
by publishing a notice at-}east-18-days-preceding-the-doy-on
which-the-heartng-+3-to-be~heldy—in-~a-—pewspopen——haying-—a
generok--eirentation-~in--the-esunty—ery~if-there-be-ne—sueh
néispsperv-bf*pesting—sueh-e-notiee*in—at—¥eth—thffe-pub++e
p*aees-with+n-the-eouﬂt?-et—*eest—id—dars-pfeceé+ng-ghé—-day
on--which--the—hearing-is—to—ba—hetd 35 providad. in [section
1j."

Saction 23. Section 7-1&~2324y NCAe Is amended to
read:

"T-16~-2324. Sales Yeases of exchange of dedicated park
langs. {1) EOT,FhQ purposes of this section and part 25 of
chapter 8+ lands qadi?ated to the public wuse for park or
playground purposes under 76—3—606'and,76-3;607 or a simitar

statute or pursuant to any instrument not specifically

-20~
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conveying tand to a governmental unit other than a county
are considered county landse

(2} A couaty wmay not seldy Veasay or exchange ands
dedicated for park or playground purposes except as provided
under this sectlion and part 25 of chapter 8. '

(3} Prior to sellingsy 1leasingsy or exchanging any
county land dedicated to public use for pérk or playground
PUFpUSEEy a county shall:

{a} compile an inventory of all public parks and
playgrounds within the county;

(L} prepare & comprehensive pltan for the provision of
gutdasr recreation and open space within the county;

(c) determine that the proposed sales Jcasey or
exchange furthers or is consistent with tha2 county®s outdoor
recreation and open space COnprehensivebp1ah{

(4) publish noticea_.as__provided io [section 13s of
intention to selly 1ease, or dispose of such landse giving
the people of the county opportunity to be heard regarding
such action;

{e} if tha land is within an incorporated city or
towns secure the approval of the governing body thereof for
the action: and

(f) comply with any other applicable reguirements
upder part 25 of chapter 8.

(4) Any revenue realized by 3 county from the saley

-21-
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exchanges. or disposal of lands dedicated to public use for
park or playground purposes shal) be paid into the park fund
and used in the manner prescribed in T6-3-606 and 74~3-507
for cash vaceived in lieu of dedicatione”

Sectlion 24, Section T-21-3422y MCAy Is amended to
reads

"7-21-3422, HNotice of intention to create fair
district =~ hearings Notice of the resolution of intent to
create 'a fair district shall be published #n-two-reguiar
ueeklr-isseas—oi—e-nanspeper-+n-the--eocntyv——seeting-—Forth
the—date-on~which abh.oroxidad.io . Lsection 1ls.stating that a
hearing $hzi1 be had on the resolution by the taxpayers and
residents of the County and at~which--time ihat objections
will be hearde®

Section 25« Section 7-22-2212y MCAs is amended to
read:

*7-22~-2212. Notice of hearinge Upon setting a.date for
the hearings the governing body shall give notice of the
hearing in the following manner:

{1) notice is to be sent by certified wall to each
awner of Tand within the proposed district at the last-known
address as shown in the county records;

(2} nmnotice is to be posted in at Jeast threa public
places within the proposed district; and

{3) notice is to be published ¢n-at-tesst-two—iasyes

-22-
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af~a—-newspaper--of-—generat——eénendtotton--in-—the—-proposed
distriety-~with—ot—teast-F-days-between-publiestiony-and~the
first-pubtiestion—nast--be-~-at--teest-~-3@-~daya--bhefeore-~the
hearing-date g5 prawided_io [szctlion 2]."

S2¢tion 26+ Section T-22-2446y MCAe is amendaed to
reads '

AT-p2-24%6a Hearing on petition for dissolution -~
notice. Upon the filing of a petition for dissolutions the
board of county commissioners shall set a time for hearing

the petition and shall cause notice thereof to be wmailed as

prLaxided_io lsection 2] to all nonresident property owners

within the district whose addresses are known: to be posted
in at least three public places within the districts and 1to
be published st-deest—cnce-in-the—offictai-newspaper-of-the
coarey~~publ iahed——-in-—tie———districty-——the———posting-——and
pubtication-—te-—be-—at~~}ease——tH--days--sefere—the-date—of
hearing as_prpyided in [section 1l Whenever the district
is partly in one county and partly in another countys notice
must be posted JIn each countys but posting need not be in
three places in each countys and notice must be published in
the official newspaper of each county.%

Section 2T« Section T-33-2102s #LA, Is amended to
read:

"7—-23-2102« Notice of hearing. The boatrd shally within

10 days after the receipt of the petition: give Agtice of
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the h2aring thereof at least 0 days prigr to the hearing?

{1} by aailing a copy of the notice by-firse—eiass
mait 3s-provided.io.{secticn. 2] to each freeholder in the
district at the address shown in the asssssment roll;

§2) by casusing notices of the time and place of such
hearing to be posted in at least three of the most public
places within the area proposed to be established as a fire
district; and )

{3) by publishing the notice ee—ieast-aneerf—nee-wfess
than—-iﬂ-—er-—-ere--ehan--EO*—days-fpr+of-to-gh§-t+-efoF—the
fhearingr-+n-s-newspaper-reguiariy-published-in—the-cosunty-in
which-steh-proposed-district——ts-~aituated a5, poRyidsd. _ip
[seetioo 1]"

Section 28« Secttion T-34~2153y MCAy is amended to
reads:

 "7=-34~2153. Hearing on petition for annexation --
noticee . {1} At the first regular meeting aftg( the

presentation of said petitions said board of county

‘commissioners shall cause notice of saiq petition to be

published in—eua-sgeeess+ve‘+ssnes—of—a—nenspapef-fpuyifsheq

+A—-the—-coanty ag_n;nglgga.in_L;g:tinnflj prior to the date
fixed by sald board for the hearing of said petitions which
date snpall be not Tass than % weeks after tha filing of such
petitione.

{2} Upon the date fixed for such hearing or
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continuance thereofs said board shall take up and caonsider
said petition and any objections which may be filed to the
inclusion of any additional area or territory in said
districte.”

Secrion 29, Section 7-34-215T7+ ACAy is amended to
reads:

."1-34-2157. Hearing on petition . for  withdrawal —

notices (1) The board of county commissioners shalle upon,

the filing of such a petitions. fix a time for the hearing of

. such withdrawal petition, which time shall not be more <than -

4 weeks after the receipt thereofs

{2) Any finterestad person may appear at said hearing
and present, objections to the withdrawal of said portion
from sald districte

(3} The bhoard shallg--at-~teast-2-weeke-prior-to-the

time-so~fixedy publish a  notice aof such hearing +n--tws

sueceassbve-—issuez-of-e-newspaper—pubtiished—¢n-the-county as
arcwided_in Lsaction. 1l.*

Section 30. Section T-34-2162¢ MCAy is amended to
reads

. "T-34=2162- Hearing on petition for dissolutien --
aotice. Upon the filing of such petitiony the board of
county commissioners shall set a time for hearing the same
and shall cause notice thereof to be posted in at least

three separate public places within said district for at

265
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least 2 weeks prior to the hearings The notice shall also be
published for-st-teast-two-auccessive-issnes-in-n--newspaper
pabtiihed-in-the—ecounty-prior-co-such~hear+ng as_proviged _jin
Lsection 13"

Section 31 Section 7T-35-2102y M{As 5 amended to
reads

. "1-35-2102. MNotice of hearing on creation of districts
{1) The board of county commissioners shall cause notice to
be given of the time and place of said hearing by
publication as presccibed-by-taw-for-not-tesa-than--g--weeks
prior--to——the—time-of-satd-heaerines provided in _[Sectloc 1 le

{2} Said notice shall state that any person residing
in or owning property within said proposed district or
within any existing cemetery districty any part of the
territory of which Is described in said petitiony may appear
before. said board at the hearing and show cause why the
district should not be created or the proposed boundaries
changed."

Section 32. Section 7T-35-Z115y MCA, Is amended to
read:

"7-35-2115. Notice and hearing on alteration of
boundsriess (i) At the First regular meeting after the
presentation of saitd petitions said board of county
comaissioners shall cause notice of said petition to be

published aceording-to-taw-for—-2-wesiks-prior-to—the-date~—+e
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pa-—fived-~by-saird-bosrd-for-the—henring-sf-satd-petition a3
pravided.ia.fseciian.1]e

(2} upen the date Ffixed for such hearing or
continuance thereofy said board shall take up and consider
said petition and any objections which may be filed to the
inclusion of any property in said district»

{3} S5aid board shall have the powers Dy order entered
on its minutes, to grant said petition either in whole or in
part and to altter the boundaries of said public cemetary
district and to annex thereto all or such portion of said
territory described in said petition as will be benefited
thetehy"

NEM_SECTIIONs Sectlion 33. Codification ins;ruction-
secrions 1 and 2 are Intendad to be codified as an integral
part of Titte 7+ and the provisions of Title 7 apply to
sectians 1 and 2. ) '

NEN.SECLIIORa Section 34« Severability. ¥If @ part of
this act ls invalid, 211 walid parts that are severable froa
the invalid part remain in effect., IF a part of this act is
invalid in one or wore of its applications, the part vemains
in effect in all wvalid applications that are severabie free
the invalig appiﬁpaéions. »

-End-~
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Approved by Comm.
on Local Government

HOUSE BEILL NO. 859

INTRODUCED BY WALORON

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLEDz - AN ACT T0 GENERALLY
STANDARDIZE NOTICE REQUIREMENTS RELATING To THE CONDUCT OF
BUSINESS oF LOCAL GOVERNMENT UNITS OTHER THAN
MUNICLPALITIES; AMENDING SECTIONS T=2-270%y T=2=2T7569
T-4-2307y T~5-2301ly 7-6-2326¢ T=-6-2342y T7T-6-2605y, T-8=-101ly
1-86-2212y T-8-22164 T-8-23024 T-8-251ly T-11-2284 T-13-145,
T-13-208y T-13-2304s T-13-2343, T-14=-2T706, T-14-4630,
T-15-2103, T~16-2324, T=-21-3422y T-22-2212y T-22-2446¢
T-33-2102¢ T-34~2153y T-34-2157y 7-34-2162y T-35-2102y AND

T1~-35-21154 MCA.™

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA:

NEH_SECEJOa Section e Publication and content aof
notices Unless otherwise specifically providedes whenever a
Tocal government unit other than a municipality Is required
to give notice by publicationy the following applies:

tLl) Publication must be Iin & newspaper meeting the
quatifications of subsection (2)y except that in a county
wherc no newspaper meets these qualificationsy publication
must be made in a quallfled newspaper in an adjacent county
or if there is no quatified newspaper in ap adjacent countys

publication must be made by posting the notice in three
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public places in the countys designated by resolution of the
governing bodye

(2) The newspaper must bes THE NEWSPAPER_AS PROVIDEDR
IN 7=5-2811a

toay-—~sf-ganerst-patd-ctrenintion--with—-—a--second~chass
neiting-permits

tay-—~puptished-st-teast-once-a-woaekt

tei-—pubtished-in-the-county-where-the-hearing-or-other
action-witi-take-placew

+3¥——in-—the--case——of-—a-contract—owarde-the-newspaper
muzst-have—been-published-continmonsty-in—che—county-for-—the
2-months-preteding-che-antrding-of-the-contracty

+43{3) If a person is required by law or ordinance to
pay for publicationy the payment must be received before the
publication may be mades

+5¥44) The notice aust be published twice with at
least & days separating publicatione The first publication
must be no more than 21 days prior to the action and the
last no 1ess than 3 days prior to the actions

t5%4{3)1 The published notice must contain:

{a) the datey times and place at which the hearing or
other action willY occur;

(b) & brief statement of the actlion tc be taken;

{¢) the address and telephone number of the person who

may be contacted for further information on the action to be

-2 HB 859
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taken; and

{d4) any other information required by the specific
section raquiring notice.

£#¥4&8) A published notice required by law may be
supplemented by a radjo or television broadcast of the
notice In the aanner prescribad in 2-3-105,

NEW SECTIQN. Section 2. Mail notices {1) Unless
otherwise specifically provideds whenever a local government
unit ather than a municipality is required to give notice of
a hearing or other official act by maily the requirement may
be met by:

{a) deposit of the notices properly addresseds in the
United States mail with postage paid at the fFirst-class
rate;

(b} sending the notice by certified mail rather than
first classi or

(¢} mailing the notice at the bulk rate instead of
first class when notice is to be given by wmall to all
electors or residents of the affected local government unite

{2) The notice snall contain:

{a) the dates times and place at which the hearing or
other action will be takens

{b) a brief statement of the action to be taken;

{c) the address and telephone number of the person who

may be contacted for further information on the action to be

-3- HB BS5%
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taken; and

{d) any other information required by ¢the specific
section requiring mail notices

{3) When notice by mail is requiredys the requirement
applies only to pérsons whose addresses are knowne

Section 3« Section T-2-2704s MCAy is amended to read:

®7=2-2704a Hearing on petition by county commissioners
-- notice. {l1) Hhenever any such petition is presented to
the basard of county commissioners of a counaty with a
certificate of the election administrator attached thereto
and showing that the petition has been signed by wnot less
than 35% of the registered electors of the County whose
names appear upon the registration records of the countys as
provided In 7-2-2702 and 7T-2-2703, the board shalls
immediately upon presentation of the petitiony make and
enter an order in its minutes fixing a day for considering
and taking final action on the petition. The date for final
action shall be not less than 30 or more than 35 days after
the date when the order is mades

(2) The board shall cause a notice to be published #n
the-of fieiai-newspoper—of-tha-sounty a5 provided in {section
1] to the effect that the petition has been presented to the
board asking for the abandonment and abolishment of the
ccunty and that the-board-wilt-mect-nt—the-time~speeified-in

the--sprder--for——constdering--and-teking-finot-action-en-the

-4 HB B59
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petitiony-at-whieh—-time any registered electors of the
county interested therein may appear and be heard thereon.
Fhe-notice-shatri-he-published-onte—a-week-for--2—-successive
weeks-tnnediatedy-fottowing-tha-making-of-the-orders™
Section 4+ Section T-2-2T56¢ MCAy is amended to read:
n1-2-2756. Sale of acquired real propertys (1) No real
estate may be sold by the board of county <ommissioners
unless the property has been appraised within 1 vyear
immediately prior to the date of sale by three taxpayers who
reside within the territory of the abandoned and abolished
county and who were appointed by the judge of the districe
court ta which the county is attacheds un petition of the
board of such countys Every sale of real estate shall be
made 3t public saley and notice shall be published +#n-—the
offterat-—-nenspapar-af-the-county-onee-a—naech-for-at-teast-2
neeks-immediatety-prior—to—the-date-for-hotding—the-same 35
proviged _in. [section 13« Mo such real estate shall be sold
for a price Vess than 90X of the appraised value thereofe
(2) The full purchase price of any real estate so sold
shall not be required to be made in one payment; but the
purchaser thereof may pay the same in four iastallmentss the
first of which shall be not less than 25% of the purchase
prices to be paid at the time of purchases with the
remaincer to be paid in three equal annual installments with

interest thereon at not less than 5% per annume Whenever

—5- HE B59

I N T V)

o

~d

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
i¢s
20
21
22
23
24
25

HB 0859702

the purchase price of any real estate is te be paid in
installmentsy the board shall enter into a contract with the
purchasey thereofy and such contract shall be recorded in
the office of the county clerk. When payment in full bas
been made for real estates the chairman of the board shall
execute and deliver the proper bill of sale or deed to the
purchaser or his successor In interest.

{3y AN real estate soldey with any improvements
thereons shall be subject to assessament oand taxation
annually to the purchaser or his successor in iInterest at a
value equal to the amount paid on the purchase price thereof
until the purchase price is fully paide when such real
estatz shall be assessed at its full cash value. Any and all
improvements placed on any such real estate after its
purchasa shall be subject to assessment and taxation at the
full cash value thereof."

Section S5« Section T-%-230Te MCAy is amended to read:

*1-4-230Te Notice of hearinge {1) The county clerk or
clarks shall cause notice of the hgaring required by
T-4-2306 to be published one-time-in-the-official-—newspaper
of——the-—-countyr-—which-pubtication-nust-be-nt-teose-1a-days
bpefore-the-date-~sat~-~for--satd-~hearinge-~Eif--there--is~-no
newapaper--of--genersl--eirculation-printed-and-pubtished-in
ssid-coantyy-then-soeh~notice-must-be—posted-by~—the--county

elerg--ar-—cterksy~-at~}esst-if-days-hefore-the-date-set-for

—-Hh= HB 859
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sveh-hearingy-in—three-—pub}ie—pinces—-in——the-—ecounty-~or
eounties as_provided in [section.l].

f2) Said notice shall either contain a copy of said
petitiony with the signatures cmittedvy or a copy of the
resolution of intent passed by the board or boards of county
commissioners and shall state the—time—oand-pisce-fixed-for
hearing-the~same-and-that-on-ssch-hearingr fhat any taxpayer
of the county may appear and be heard in support of or in
apposition to said petitione™

Section 6« Section T-5-2301e MCA, is amended to read:

#7-5-2301e Competitivey advertised bidding required
for certain Jlarge purchases or construction contractse (1)
Except as provided In T-5-2304¢ no contract for the purchase
of any vehicles road machinerys or cther machinerys
apparatuse appliancess or equipment or for any materfals or
supplies of any klind for which wmust be paid a sum in excess
of 310,000 or for the construction of any buildings roads or
bridge for which must be paid a sum in excess of $10,000 or
for the repair of wmaintenance of any buildings roads or
bridge for which must be paid a sum in excess of $25,000
shall be entered into by a county governing body without
first publishing a notice calling for bids for furnishing
the siwees

{2) The notice wmust be publisheg #n--the-——eafficiot

fewspaper~—~of--the-—county—nat——teast-——onece—a-—week——for--3

-7- HE 859
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eonsecutive--weeks-—before--the--date——fined--~therein-—Ffor
recebving-bids as_pravided in [seciion 1]

(3) Every such contract shall be let to the lowest and
best responsible bidder.®

Section 7« Section 7-6-2326¢ MCAs is amended to read:

#7-6-2326s Transfer of cash balance in fund at close
of fiscal year. (1) After a public hearings if the cash
palance remaining at the end of a fiscal year in any of the
seyveral county funds except the school fundy exceeds the
amount to be budgeted to that fundy the excess may be
transfarred to other funds as the county commissioners
consider to be in the best interest of the county.

{2) Notice of the hearing must bea given mot—tess-—than
3g--days--prier-to-the~hearing-by-publication-in-a-newspaper
of-general-eireuintion-tn-the-county-and-by-posting-in-—five
pubtic--placess-~Fhe-—notice~—must-state—the-datey-simey—and
place-of~the~hearing as_preyided in.[sectigo..l] and shall
state generally the purpose and proposed use of the funds.®

Section B8« Section 7-6-2342+ MCAs is amended to read:

u7-6-2342« Procedure to make expenditures and fncur
liabititles in case of other emergenciese (1] In a public
emergency other than those described in 7T-6-2341 and which
could not reasonably have been foreseen at ‘the time of
making the budgety the board of county commissionersy by

unanimous vote of the members present at any meeting (the
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time and place of which all the commissioners shall have had
reasonable notice)y shall adopt and enter upon their minutes
a resolution stating the facts constituting the emergency
and the estimated amount of ®oney required to meet the
eRarqgsncys

(2) The board shall publish the resolutiony together
with a notice g5 _provided__in _[section _1] that a public
hearing will be held on the resolution at-the-time—and-piace
desigrated-—in-the-noticey-once~in-the-offictatl—newspaper-of
the-ecsunty-and-if-there-is—-noneyr--then—in-—a--newspaper--of
qgenerat--ecireutation——in-—-the—eountys-Fhe~hearing-nay-not-be
tesa-than-i-week-after—the-date-of-pubdication.

(3) Any taxpayer or resident of the county may appear
at the hearing and be heard for or against the expenditure
of money for the alleged emergencys

{2} (2) Upon the conclusion of the hearingy §if the
commissioners approve the emergency expenditures they shalil
make and enter upon thelr official minutess by wunanimous
vote of all of the wmembers of the board present at the
meetingy an order setting forth the facts <constituting the
emergencys together with the amount of expenditure
authorized therefor by theme Subject to the limitations of
subsection (4){b}s the order is lawful authorization for
them to expend such amounts but noO mores for such purposes

{by) No expenditure may be made or liability incurred
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pursuant to the order until 5 daysey exclusive of the day of
entry of the ordery elapse."

Section 9« Section 7-6-2605y MCAy is amended to read:

*7-6=2605a Call for payment of warrants drawing
intereste (1) wWhen there s sufficient money to pay the
warrants drawing interests the treasurer must give notice in
some-renspoper-pubt+shed--in--A+s~—county--ory-—-+f-—none——+v
pnb}fshedv-then-by—wr+tten-noe+ee-pested—gfen—the—eoufeheese
doory-—stating-theredn as_provided ip [sectian 1] that he is
ready to pay such warrants.

{2) In advertising warrants under the provisions of
this section in any neispapero the treasurer msust not
publisn the warrants in detail but give notice only that
county warrants presented for payment prior to such date,
stated in the notice are payable. When only a pari of the
warrants presented for payment on the same day are payables
the treasurer amust designate such payable warrants in the
advertisementas

(3) Such warrants cease to draW interest from the
first publication or postino of such notices

(#} (a) If such warrants be not re-presented for
pajment within 60 days from the time the notice hereinbefore
provided for is givens the fund set aside for the payment of
the same must be applied by the treasurer to the payment of

unpaid warrants next in order of registry.
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(3) The board of county commissioners maye on
application and presentation of warrantsy properly endorseds
which have been advertisedy pass an order directing the
treasirer to pay them ocut of any money in the treasury not
otherwise appropriatede™

Section 10. Section T-B~101y MCAs ts amended to read:

=7-8-10l- Authorization to transfer property between
certain governmental entitiaeass (1) A countyy upon first
passing a resolution of intent toc do so and upon giving
notice of such intent by publication ence—a-week-for—3—weeiks
#n--a-~penspaper~-published-in—sueh-eityv—tonny-or-esunty—+n
whieh-toeated a5 _provided in [section.i]e shall have power
to sell or trade to any cityes towny or political
subdivisiony as the interests of its Inhabitants require,
any propertys however held or acquireds which is not
necessary for the conduct of the county businessy without an
ordinances public notice, public auction» bidss or
appraisale Proceedss if anyy shall be distributed according
to Jawe Such transactions shall be made by resolution of the
county commissioners involved and entered in the minutes of
the regular or special meetings.

{2} A city or towny upon first passing a resolution of
intept to do so and upon giving notice of such intent by
publication once a week for 3 weeks in a newspaper published

in such city or town or county in which Jocateds 5hall have
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power to sell or trade to any county or political
subdivisions as the interests of its inhabitants reguire,
any propertys however held or acquireds which is not
necessary for the copduct of the city or town businesss
without an ordinances public noticey public auctione bidse
or appraisals Proceedsy {If anyr shall be distributed
according to laws Such transactions shall be wmade by
resolution of the councils or commissions involved and
entered in the minutes of the regular or special meetings.

{3) (a) A county shall have power to trade with or
purchase from any citys towny or political subdivision such
property without an appraisal of the property traded or
purchasede

{p) A city or town shall have power to trade with or
purchase from any county or political subdivisfon such
property without an appraisal of the property traded or
purchasaed."

Section 11a Section T-8~2212, MCAs is amended te read:

"7~8-2212. Notice of sale and public auction required
for certain sales. Untess otherwise provided, if the real or
persoval property socught to be sold is reasonably of a value
in excess of $100 for real property or $29500 for personal
propertyy the sale shall be at public auction at the
courthouse door after previous notice given by pudlication

tn-a-newapaper-sublished-in-said-countye—Fhe-notice-shati-be
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pubtished-once~a-week-for-4-sueeessive-neeks-and--posted~-+n
five—-public—-places——in-~the-county as_grovidad io.[secilon
13"

Section 12« Section 7T-8-2216y MCAsy is amended to read:

»T-B~2216+. Sale of county property to school districte
(1) The board of county commissioners shall have the power
to sell directly to the school districte without the
necessity of a public auctions any real or personal
propertyy Hhowevar acquireds belonging te the county and
which is not necessary to the conduct of the county®s
businass or the preservation of its propertyy for its
appraised values which shall represent a fair market value
of such propertys

{(2) If the property to be scld to the school district
is reasonably of a value in excess of $100 for real property
and $2¢4500 for personal propertyy notice of the sale shall
be given publicatten-—in-—e-pewspaper-in-said-countyw--Fhe
notiee-shatri-be-published-once-n-week-for-4-sgeeesaive-yeeks
and-posted-in-Five-pubttc~ploces—in—the-county as__proyided
in_Lsectica.l]-"

Saction 13« Section T-8+23G29y MCAy is amended to read:

*T-8-2302s Notice of sale of tax-deed 1lands«. (1)
Fhirey-deayst-netiee Notice of the sale provided for in
T-8-2301 shall be given by publication #n-—s-newapaper

printrd-+n-the-countyv-Such-netiee—shati-be-published-once-a
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week-for-3-consecutive—weeks-and as _provided ln _[sectico 11
excapl__that _the _npotice shall alsg be posted in at least
three pubtic places in the county.

{2) Posted and published notice shall be signed by the
county clerky and one notice may include a list of all lands
to be solde the appraised value of the samey, and the time
and 3»lace of sale. The falr market value as determined
under 7-8-2301 shall be stated in the notice of sale«”

Section 14« Section 7-8-2511s MCAs is amended to read:

*7-8-2511. Procedure for sale of county landse (1) The
board shall make an order for public auction of any lands
classified for salees Such sale shall be held at the front
door of the county courthouses

{2) Notice of the sale shall be given by publishing a
notice vA-—a——newspaper-pubiished-—in-the-county-anea-n-week
for-3-senaeccitive—neskys-preceding-the——date——fined--fopr—-the
setes--Fhe-first-publication-of-the-notice—shatti-be-made-not
more-than-38-—days-peior-co-the-sate-dotev——if--there--js--no
nenspaper-pubtished-in-the-countyr-the-notice-shati-be—aiven
by-—-posting-copies-at-three—of—the-most-pubtre—pinces—in-the
county-at-tenst-20-days-but-not-more-thon-36-days——preceding
the--sate-—date a5 __provided. _in__[s58ction il Tha neeices
pptice shall describe the land to be seld and the appraised
value thereof.

{3) No sale may be made for less than the appraised
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value of the landy as fixed by the buarde The s5ale shall be
for cash or on such terms as the board may approve provided
at least 20X of the purchase price shall be paid in cashe

[%) The lesseey permittees or licensee of any of the
lands then subject to a leasey permite or license shall have
a praference to purchase the lands at an amount equal to
that bid by the highest bidder at the sale.®

Section 15« Section 7-11-228, HCAe is amended to read:

w7~11~-228, Public bearings on proposed program --
noticee« Notice of hearings shall be publtished once-eath-week
for——at-—}east--2-yeehks-preceding-a-hearingy-in-at-teast-one
newspaper-of-generai-evrrentation—rn-the-esuntyr——Fhe-—-potice
shalti-stoate—the-tine-and-piaca-of~the-hearing as_provided i
[section.l1]."

Section 16. Section T-13-145y MCAs is amended to read:

'1—13-;45. Hearing and notice opn tax levy for
operation and maintenance. (1) Not less than 30 days prior
to the date of making the levy for operation and maintenance
of the systems the county commissioners will hold a public
hearing on the resolutions

{2} Notice clearly setting forth the subject matter of
the hearing end-the-date-emd-place——thereaf--wiitd+ shall be
given by the commissioners by publication #a-a—newmspaper
pubtisned-and-cireuiated—in-the-county—wherein—the—-distriet

$s--inented--once~-a~-~weth-—for--3-conseeutive-weakav-Fhe as
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providad_in {saction 1J)s.-except.tbat_the notice shall also
be posted in three public places within the district.”

Saction $7e Section 7-13-208y MCAy is amended to read:

"7-13-208. Notice of resalutions of intention and
coacurrence ~— hearings (1) The commissioners must give
notice of the passage of the resolution of intention and
resolution of concurrencey if applicabley and a notice
describing the general characteristics of the collection
system and proposed fees to be charged for the service,
designating the time and place where the commissioners will
hear and pass upon protests made ayaiast the operation of
the proposed district and stating that a description of the
boundaries for the proposed district 1is Included in the
resolytion on File in the county clerk's office.

{2) The notice shall be published +n-the-newspaper
pubtished-nearest-to-the-place-where-the-—-proposed—-disteiet
Fa-~to-~he--created-~for-—-ig--consecutive-~days-—¥n——a-datty
newspaper-or-in~two-irssues-of--a——weckiy--newapaper——and a5
arovided _in_ [sectiop 1ls except fhat the gotice.sball also
he posted in three public places within the boundaries of
the proposed districte

{(3) A copy of __the. .notice shall be mailed by
first-ctass—moid as_provided jou_[section 2] to every persons
firmy or corporation having real property within the

propos=d district listed upon the last completed assessmant
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list for county taxes the same day the notice is first
published."

Section 18s Section 7~13-2304¢ MCAy is amended to
reads:

"7-13-2304. Notice of intention to levy taxe {1} When
the written estimate of the amount of money required has
been delivered to the board of county commissionerse said
board shall give notice of its intention to levy and collect
a tax sufficient for the payment thereof.

{2} 5uch notice shall be given:

fa) by posting notice thereof in five public places
within the county and within the boundaries of the lands
upon which the tax is to be levied;

{2) by oublishing a copy of the notice once-cach-wask
for-2-consecutive-weeks—in-a--newspaper--publtished--in-—nach
eounty~-wherein——the-—-déistriet--¢s~-3ocated 3s__provided_in
{section_1]: and

(c) by forwardings by requiar——Ffirst-ctass mail or
registered-—or-—certified-ma+}d As_provided in [section 2] at
Teast 10 days prior to the hearing provided for in
7-13-2306{4)+ a copy of the notice addressed to the owners
of taxable real property within the district as shown by the
current assessment book on file in the office of the
assessor of the county or counties the boundaries of which

include taxable real property of the districte®
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Section 19« Section T-13-234Sy MCAy is amended to
reads:

"1-13-2345. Hearing and notice on petition to exclude
lande (1) Upon the filing of such petition with +the
secretary of the districty he shall call a meeting of the
board af directors of the district at a time not less than
25 days or more than S0 days after the filing of the
petition and cause a notice of the filing of such petition
to be published enee—eath-wetik—-for-d-consecutive-weeks—in-a
newnspaper-of-generol-circulation—publtished-in—cach-connty-+n

whien-the-distpiee—fs-gituared as_provided In. [section 1]
Such notice shall also state the date of the filing of such

petition and that the same will come on for hearing before
the board of directors of the district and-shedb=-seace-the
t+me-of-the-hearing-ond-the-prace-thereof.

(2} Any landowner or taxpayer within the district
shall have thne right to appear at said hearinge either in
behalf of or in opposition ta the granting of said petitions
Said setition shall come on for hearing before the board of
directors of the district at the time and place specified in
the notice of hearing.

(3 () Eicept as provided in subsection {3)(b)s the
prace >f the hearing shall he the regular meeting place of
the board of directors of the district.

{b) The board may adjourn the hearing to 3 more

~-18~ HB 869
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conveni ent meeting place within the district.”

Section 20. Section T-14-2706s MCAr Is amended to
reads:

"I-~14-2706., Notice of meetings +#¥ The county clerk
shall immediately notify the county road superintendent of
the neeting and shall cause a notice therecf to be printed
+n-the-newspaper published mearest—to-the--vicintty~-—of-—the
rondu~=Fhe-notice-shatri-be—pubtished-for-3-consecutive-weerks
prisr-to-the—tine-af-the-meettng as provided Lo f{ssctigo 1]«

t2% The notice shall state the-time-and-piece-of-~the
mestiéag-and in general terms the kind of construction or
improvement sought and the place of beginnings intermediate
pointss and termination.™

Section 21« Section 7T-14-4630s MCA, is5s amended to
read:

"7-14-4630« liotice for bids to ltease parking facility.
(1} The notice required by T-14%-4529(1) shall consist of the
publication of a notice as provided ia [section 1l inviting
bidsy with-twe-ar—-nore-inssrtions—thersafy-not~tess--than--5
deys--aparty—-in--a-newspaper-of-general-circutration-printed
ond=-published-~in-—-soch-—~etty-—asp——eity -and--countywv—-—-Fhe
pubtication——shati-~be-commenced-not—tess-than-15-days-pricr
to-the-date~set~in—the-notice-for—the-opening—-of-——bidar—if
there--be-=-no--fews poper-—of--generat-cireatstion-printed-or

published-thereiny-notice-shait~be-given-by--posting-—-copies
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of-said-notice-inviting-bida~in-at-tenst-three~-pubiie-places
#n-—the~-e+ty—or-city—and-ecosunty-not-tess-than-i5-days—prior
te-tne-date-set—+n—the-net+ee-for-the-epen+ng-ei-bfds.

(2) Such npotice shall distinctly and specifically
describe the project and the facilities in connection
therewith which are to be leasedy the period of time for
which said project is to be leasedy and the minimum rental
to he »aid upder such lease.™

section 22« Section 7-15-2103+ MCAs is amended to
read?

®7-15~-2103. Notice of hearing on petitione. The notice
required by 7-15-2102 shall be given at the county's expense
by publishking a notice st-teast-if-days—preceding-the-day-on
whieh-the-hearing-is—to-be-hetdy-in——a——newspoper-—having—-n
general--eirentation——in-—the-county-orv—+f-there—be-no-such
Aewspapery-by-posting-such-a-notiee—in-at-teest-three-pubdic
proces-within-the-county-ot-trast—i8-days-preceding-the-—doy
on--whith~—the-hearing-+s—to-be-nedd as_provided_ lo [Section
1l."

Section 23. Section 7-16-2324y MWCAs s amended to
reads:

nT-16~2324. Saley leasey or exchange of degicated park
1andse (1) For the purposes of this section and part 25 of
chapter 8¢ lands dedicated to the public use for park or

playground purposes under 716-3-606 and 76-3-60T or a simitar
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statute or pursuant to any instrument not specifically
conveying tand to a governmental unit other than a county
are considered county landse

{(2) A county may not selly leases or exchange lands
dedicated for park or playground purposes except as provided
under this section and part 25 of chapter 8.

{3) Prior to sellingsy leasings or exchanging any
county land dedicated to public use for park or playground
purposasy 3 county shall:

ta) compile an inventory of all public parks and
playgrounds within the county:

(b} prepare a comprehensive plan for the provision of
outdoor recreation and open space within the county;

{c} determine that the proposed saley leasey or
exchange furthers or is consistent with the county®s outdoor
recreation and open space comprehensive plan;

{d) publish notices_.as. provided. . jo [section 11s of
intention to selly leasny or dispose of such landss giving
the people of the county opportunity to be heard regarding
such actions

{#) if the Yand is within an incorporated city or
towny secure the approval of the governing body thereof for
thz action; and

(f}) comply with any other applicable requirements

under part 25 of chapter 8.
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{4} Any revenue realizZed by a county from the sales
exchangey or disposal of tands dedicated to public wuse for
park or playground purposes shall be paid into the park fund
and used in the manner prescribed in T6-3-606 and 76-3-607
for cash received In lieu of dedication."®

Section 24. Section T-21-3422y MCAs is oamended to
read:

"7-21-3422. MNotice of intention to create fair
district == hearinge Notica of the resolution of intent to
create a fair district shall be published +n-two-requiar
wetkiy-issues-of —a-newipuper-in-the——countyr——aetting——Fforth
the-date-on-which as_proyided in [section_i)s_stating that a
hearing shall be had on the resolution by the taxpayers and
residents of the county and et-wirieh--time 1ithat objections
will be hearda®

Section 25« Section 7T-22-2212y MCAs is amended to
read:

*7-22-2212+ Notice of hearinge Upon setting a date for
the nazarings the goveraning body shall give notice of the
hearing in the following manners:

{1) notice is to be sent by certified mail to each
owney >f land within the proposed district at the last-known
address as shown in the county records;:

(2) notice is to be posted in at least three public

places within the proposed district; and

~22~ HB 859
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(3} notice is to be published in-at-Ieast-two-issues
of-a~--newspaper--ef-——generat--cirevintion-——in-—the--proposed
districty-—with=-at-}least~-F-days-betneen-pupiieatieny-ond-the
férst-pub}ication-nust—-be-~-gt--tenst--1o-—~days-~-hefare——the
hearing-date as. provided io [section.ij."

Section 26. Section T-2Z-24456y MCA: is amended to
reads

"7~-22-2446. Hearing on petition for dissclution -~
notice. Upon the filing of a petition for dissolutions the
board of county commissioners shall set a time for bhearing
the petition and shall cause notice thereof to be majiled as
provided_ in [sectiga.2] to all nonresident property owners
within the district whose addresses are knowns to be posted
in at least three public places within the districty and to
be published st—teast-once-in-the-official-newspaper-of-che
county-—pabtished--én-——the-—+distriety-—-the---pesting-———and
pubtication~—to~—be——at-~tetst-=16--days~-before-the~donte-of
heering as_provided ip [section 1). HWhenever the district
is partly in one county and partly in another countys notice
must be posted In each countys but posting need not be in
three places in each countys and potice must be published in
the of ficial newspaper of each county.”

Section 27. Section 7-33-2102, MNCA, is amended to
read:s

"7-33-2102. Notice of hearinge The board shalls within
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10 days after the receipt of the petitions give notice of
the hearing thereof at least 10 days prior to the hearings3
{1} by mailing a copy of the notice by-first-eclass
mett as_provided io.{section. 2] to each frecholder in the
district at the address shown in the assessment roll;

(2) by causing notices of the time and place of such
hearing to be posted in at least three of the most public
places within the area proposed to be established as a fire
districti and

{3) by publishing the notice st-lease-oncey~~not--tess
than-— i 6-—or--mere——than-——-28~-days-—prior-to-the—time~of-the
hearingy—in-a-newspaper-regularty-published-rn—the-county-+n
whieh-sueh—proposed-districet-—+4——sttoated as __provided_  in
[sectign. 13-"

Section 2Bs Section T-34-2153+ MCAy is amended to
read:

n7-34-2153. Hearing on petition for annexation -—-
notices 1) At the Ffirst reqular ameeting after the
prasentation of said petitions said board of county
commissioners shall cause notice of said petition to be
published #n-twe-successive-issues-of-a-newspoper-—published
n——the-~county as ogrovided in [sgctign.l] prior to the date
fixed by said board for the hearing of said petitions which
date shall be not 1ess than 4 weeks after the filing of such

petitione
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12) Upon the date fixed for such hearing or
continuance therecfsy sald board shal) take up and consider
said petition and any objections which may be filed to the
inclusion of any additional area or territory in said
district."

Section 29. Section 7-34-215Ty MCAy {s amended to
raad:

"1-34-2157« Hearing on petition for withdrawal --
noticee {1) The board of county commissioners shalls upon
the filing of such a petitiony Fix a time for the hearing of
such withdrawal petitions which time shalt not be more than
4 weeks after the receipt therecof.

{2) Any interested person may appear at sald hearing
and present objections to the withdrawal of said portion
from said districta

{3) The board shally—at--teast-2-weeks-prior~to-the
time-so-Fixedy publish a notice of such hearing +n=—two
suceessive-~tazsues-of-a-newspaper-published-in—-the-county a3
proxided_in.[section 1l.*

Saction 30. Section 7-34-2162y MCAy is amended to
read:

®"7-34-2162. Hearing on petition for dissolution --
notices Upon the filing of such petitions the board of
county commissioners shall set a time for hearing the same

and shall cause notice thereof to be posted in at Jeast
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three separate public places within said district for at
Teast 2 weeks prior to the hearings The notice shall also be
published for-et-}esst-tuo—suteessive-issues—in-a--newspéper
publisned-in-the-county-prior-to-such-hearing as_provided in
[sectien_1]-"

Section 31l. Section T-35-2102s MC{As i§ amended to
reads

#7-35-2102. Notice of hearing on creation of district.
{1) Tha board of county commissioners shall cause notice to
be given of the time and place of saig hearing by
publication as preseribed-by-taw-for-not-tess—than-—2-—weeks
prior--to-—the-time-of-said-hearing provided ip {section l].

{2} Said notice shall state that any person residing
in or owning property within said proposed district or
within any existing cemetery districty any part of the
territary of which Is described in said petitions may appear
before said board at the hearing and shaw cause why the
districzt should not be created or the proposed boundaries
changade™

Saction 32. Section T-35-2115y “CAy is amended to
read:

nT-35-2115. Notice and hearing on alteration of
boundariese (1) At the first regular meeting after the
presantation of said petitions said board of county

commissioners shall cause notice of said petition to be
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published aceardingy—to-taw~feopr~d-weeks-prior-to-the-date--to
pe-—fixed-~by-said—board-for-the—hearing-of-said-petit+eon as
nroxided.in.Lsection 1J.

(Z) Upon the date fixed for such hearing or
continu:ance thereofy said board shall take up and cansider
said petition and any objections which may be filad to the
inclusion of any property in said district.

(3) Said board shall have the power, by order entered
on its minutess to grant said petition elither in whole or in
part and to alter the boundaries of said public cemetery
district and to annex thereto all or such portion of said
territory described in said petition as wil?l be benefited
thereby."

NEM_SECIIONa Section 33. C(odification instructione
Sections 1 and 2 are intended to be codified as an Integral
part of Title 7Ty and the provisions of Title 7 apply to
sections 1 and 2.

NEW_SECTIONS Section 34. Severability. If a part of
this act is invalide all valid parts that are severable from
the invalid part remain in effecte. If a part of this act is
invalid in one or more of its applicationss the part remains
in effect in all valid applications that are saverable from
the invalid applicationss

~End-—~
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HOUSE BILL NO. 859

INTRODUCED BY WALORON

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED:  ®AN ACT T0 GENERALLY
STANDARDIZE NOTICE REQUIREMENTS RELKYING TO THE CONDUCT OfF
BUSINESS 114 LOCAL GOVERNMENT UNETS OTHER THAN
MUNICIPALITIES; AMENDING SECTIONS T7-2-~2T04%y T-2-2T7569
T~4-230Te T-5-2301y T-6-2326y T-6-2342Zs T-6-2605y T-8-101,
7~8-22129 T-B-~22164 T~B-~2302; 7-8~251ie 7-11-2284 T-13-145,
T-13-208s T=13-2304s T-13-2345, T~14~27069 T=14~4630,
T-15-2103, T-16-232%&y T-21-3622y T-22-2212y T-22-2446,
T=33-2102¢ T-34-2153+ T-34-215T7, T-34-2162y T-35-2102y AND

T-35-2115¢9 MCA™

BE LY ENALTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA:

SEH_SECIIONs Saction 1. Publication and content of
notices. iUnless otherwise specifically provideds whenever a
tocal government unit other than a municipality Is required
to give notice by publications the following applies:

(1) Publication must be in a newspaper wmeeting the
qualifications of subsection (2)s except that in a county
where no newspaper meets these qualificationss publication
must be made in a qualiflied newspaper in an adjacent county
or if there is no qualified newspaper in an adjacent countys

publization must be made by posting the notice in three

THIRD READING

There are no changes on HB B59 second
reading (yellow). Please refer to it
for complete text.
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