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I"'TIIOO!Jr.ED liT ~BILL N!Jo _'i_'i!f 

A BILl. FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: •AN ACT AUTHORlZI"'G THE 

DEPARTMENT OF REVENUE TO CONDUCT A STUDY OF THE PERSONAL 

PROPERTY TAX SYSTEK; AND PROY!DING AN APPROPRIATION 

THEREFOR.• 

WHEREAS• ~he currgnt system for tha assessaent of 

tax:ab1 e p~rson.a·l prop~rty Is a manual prot:.e!O:s., and the 

majority of counties do not have the expertise to develop 

effective computer systems; and 

WdEREASy it is desirable to develop computer software 

programs and systems to assess personal property; and 

WHEREAS• the annual cost of ad•inisterlng the present 

16 personal property tax systea exceeds S4.7 atllion; and 

17 W'-iEREASt significant 9r-oble11s remain ln the assesstu.ent 

1~ af oerscnal property In Montana; and 

19 -HEREAS• not all of the personal property in tne state 

20 is currently being taxedJ and 

21 W~ERE~s. an independont cit•zens group known as the 

2Z Go~ernor•s C~uncil on Management estimated that about $3 

23 ~i11ion could be saved annually If changes were •ade in 

2lt personal property tax adlllnlst:r3tlon in Montana. 
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BE IT EI'IACTEO BY THE LEGISLATURE Of' fHE STAT£ Of MONTANA: 

~ection le Study of personal property tax system. ClJ 

T~e department of revenue shall conduct a co.prehensive 

study of the ad•inistration of the pe~sonal property tax 

syste• in Montana. 

(2J The departaent sha11 consult with the revenue 

oversight co••ittee before any •ajQr comMi~~ent of f~nas is 

made from the appropriation providgd In thts ac~ and befo~e 

hiring any i ndep-antJent consultant or ros.ear·ch group to 

c.onduct studIes pursuant to this acto 

Section 2. Appr~pria~i~n~ There is appi'opriated 

SlOOtOOO from the general fund to the depart•ent of revenue 

for the biennium ending June 30, 1985t for conducting ~he 

study ~rovided for in section 1. 

-End-
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