
BOOSE BILL NO. 815 

INTRODUCED BY PABREGA, MB'l'CALP 1 PAVLOVICH, 
HART, I<ADAS, HANSEN, SCHULT!, LYDICK, 

NISBET, ELLISON, R. JBNSBH, KITSELMAN, 
SAUNDERS, HOWE, ELLIRD, BACHINI 

BY REQUEST OP THE HOUSB COMMIT'l'BE 

February 15, 1983 

March 2, 1983 

March 4, 1983 

March 28, 1983 

April 5, 1983 

OH BUSINESS ARO INDUSTRY 

IN THE BOUSE 

Introduced and referred to 
Committee on Hiqhways and 
Transportation. 

Committee recommend bill do 
paas. Report adopted. 

Bill printed and placed on 
members• desks. 

on motion taken from second 
readin9 and referred to 
Committee on Appropriations. 

Committee recOIIUIIGnd bill do 
pass as amended. Report 
adopted. 

Bill printed and placed on 
members' desks. 

Second readinq, do pass. 

Third readinq, do pass. 
Transmitted to Senate. 

IN THE SBNA'l'E 

Introduced and referred to 
Committee on Finance and 
Claims. 



April 13, 1983 

April 14, 1983 

April 15, 1983 

April 16, 1983 

April 19, 1983 

Committee recommend bill be 
concurred in aa amended. 
Report adopted. 

Second reading, concurred in. 

Third reading, concurred in. 
Ayes, 37J Noes, 11. 

IN THJ£ HOOSE 

-2-

Returned to House with 
amendments. 

Second reading, amen~ents 
concurred in. 

Third reading, amendments 
concurred in. 

Sent to enrolling. 

Reported correctly enrolled. 



~Bth Legislature LC 138T/D1 
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6 A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: •AN ACT REQUIRING 

T IDENTIFICATION OF AND PREPARATION Of A PLAN FOR ACQUISITION 

8 OF ABANDONED RAILROAD RIGHTS-OF-WAY; APPROPRIATINS ST8.sOO 

9 FROM THE GENERAL FUND; AND PROVIDING AN IMMEDIATE EFFECTIVE 

10 DATE.• 

11 

12 BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE Df MONTANA: 

13 Soctlon 1. Authorization. The departaent of commerce 

1~ shalh 

15 (1) Identify abandoned railroad rights-of-way In this 

16 state; 

lT (Z) study the feasibility and desirability of state 

18 acqui s I tl on of the abandoned rallro•d rights-of-way 

19 identified pursuant to subsection (1)1 and 

ZD (3) sub.it to the lt9th legislature a plan for and the 

21 estimated cost of acquisition of those Identified abandoned 

22 railroad rights-of-way for which acquisition is found to be 

23 feasible and desirable. 

Zit Section 2. Appropriation. There Is appropriated to the 

25 depart•ent of commerce $78,500 from the general fund for the 

LC 13BT/Dl 

1 blannlu• ending June 30, 1985• for the purposes provided In 

z section 1. 

3 

4 

Section 3. Effective date. This act Is effective on 

passage and approval. 

-End-

-z- I N T R 0 D U C E D 
///, I 

B I L L 



48th legisla~ure HB 0815/02 
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Rcreferred and 

Approved by Comm~ 
on Appropriations 

HOUSE BILL NO• B15 

INTROOUCEO BY FABREGA, METCALF• PAVLOVICH, 

HART, KAOAS• s. HANSEN, SCHULTZ, LYBECK, 

NISBET, ELLISONt R. JENSEN, KITSELHAN, 

A BILL FOR 

SAUNOERSt HOWE• ELLERD, BACHINI 

BY REQUEST OF THE HOUSE 

COMMITTEE ON BUSINESS AND INDUSTRY 

AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT REQUIRING 

10 IDENTIFICATION OF AND PREPARATION OF A PLAN FOR ACQUISITION 

11 OF ABANDONED RAILROAD RIGHTS-OF-WAY; APPROPRIATING ·~6?588 

12 11~QQQ FROH THE GENERAL FUND; AND PROYJDIN& AN IMMEDIATE 

13 EFFECTIVE DATE·" 

14 

15 BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE Of MONTANA: 

16 Section 1. Authorization. The depar~ment of commerce 

11 shall: 

18 (1) identify abandoned railroad rights-of-way in this 

19 state; 

20 (2) study the feasibility and desirability of state 

21 acquisition of the abandoned railroad rights-of-way 

22 identified pursuant to subsection (l)i and 

23 (31 submit to the ~9th legislature a plan for and the 

24 estiMated cost of acquisition of those identified abandoned 

25 railroad rights-of-Nay for Nhich acquisition is found to be 
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1 

HB 0815/0Z 

feasible and desirable. 

Section 2. Appropriation. There is appropriated to the 

depart~ent of co•merce •~&y§Q9 11D£QDn fro• the general fund 

for the bienniu• ending June 30, 1985, for the purposes 

provided in section 1. 

Section 3. Effective date. This act is effective on 

passage and approval. 

-End-

SECOND 

-2-

R E A D I N G 
HB 815 

SECOND PRINTING 



~8th Legislature HB OiiU/02 
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HOUSE BILL NOo 815 

INT~ODUCED BY FA~EGA• METCALF• PAVLOVICH• 

HART• KADAS• So HANSEN• SCHULTZ• LYBECk• 

NISBET• ELLISON• Ra JENSEN• KITSELMAN• 

SAUNDERS• HONE• ELLERD• BACHINI 

BY REQUEST OF THE HOUSE 

COMMITTEE ON BUSINESS AND INDUSTRY 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: •AN ACT REQUIRING 

10 IDENTIFICATION OF AND PREPARATION OF A PLAN FOR ACQUISITION 

11 OF ABANDONED RAILROAD RIGHTS-OF-NAY; APPROPRIATING ·~8T§&8 

12 llQ&QQO FROM THE GENERAL FUND; AND PROVIDING AN IMMEDIATE 

13 EFFECTIVE DATE.• 

lit 

15 BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

16 Section 1. Authorization. The departaent of coemerce 

11 shall: 

lB (1, identify abandoned railroad riqht&-of-way in this 

19 state; 

20 

21 

(2) study the feasibility and desirability of state 

acquisition of the abandoned railroad rights-of-way 

22 identified pursuant to subsection (1); and 

23 (3J submit to the ~9th legislature a plan for and the 

2~ esti~ated cost of acquisition of those identified abandoned 

2S railroad riqhts-of-way for which acquisition is found to be 
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HB 0815/02 

feasible and desirable. 

Section 2. Appropriation. There is appropriated to the 

departMent of co••erce •~8y§89 sto.oog fr~ the general fund 

for the biennlu• ending June 30• 1985t for the purposes 

provided In section 1. 

Section 3. Effective date. This act is e~~ective on 

passage and approval. 

-End-

-z- HB 815 

T H I R D READJNG 



April 13, 1983 

SENATE STANDING COMMITTEE REPORT 
(Finance & Claims) 

That House Bill No. 815 be amended as follows: 

1. Title, line 10. 
Strike: "PREPARATION OF A PLAN FOR" 

2. Title, line 11. 
Strike: "ABANDONED" 
Following: "RIGHTS-OF-WAY" 
Insert: "THAT MAY BE ABANDONED" 

3. Title, line 12. 
Strike: "$10,000 FROM THE GENERAL FUND" 
Insert: "FUNDS 11 

4. Page 1, line 16. 
Following: line 15 
Insert: "Section 1. Purpose. Identification of those railroad lines 

proposed for abandonment in the State of Montana that may have 
potential for local transportation service is necessary to determine 
th~ feasibility of acquisition by the state and to allow the state 
to negotiate for acquisition of those railroad lines. 11 

Renumber: subsequent sections 

5. Page 1, line 17 
Strike: 11 Shall" 

6. Page 1, line 18 
Following: " ( 1)" 
Insert: "shall" 

7. Page 1, line 18 
Strike: "abandoned" 

8. Page 1, line 19 
Following: "state" 
Insert: "that may be abandoned and research the feasibility of 

acquisition by the state of Montana of those rights-of~way that 
may be abandoned" 

9. Page 1, line 20 
Following: "(2}" 
Strike: remainder of line 20 through line 1 on page 2 
Insert: "shall report periodically to the legislative finance 

committee, created in 5-12-201, on the progress of the duties 
imposed upon it pursuant to subsection (1), 

(3) may negotiate for and acquire the railroad rights-of-way and 
attendant facilities identified pursuant to subsection (1) and hold 
all such acquired lands in trust for transportation purposes, and 

SENATE STANDING COMMITTEE REPORT 
Finance & Claims - House Bill No. 815 
April 13, 1983 
Page 2 

(4) upon creation of an appropriate local authority, other than 
an agency of state government, shall transfer to such local authority 
all attendant facilities and all rights and responsibility to operate 
and maintain transportation services over the lands acquired in 
sub&ection (1) ,'' 

10. Section 3. Report to Legislature. The Department of Commerce may 
research the feasibility and desirability of state acquisition of 
abandoned railroad rights-of-way and shall submit to the 49th legis­
lature a plan for and the estimated cost of acquisition of those identi­
fied abandoned railroad rights-of-way for which acquisition is found 
to be feasible and desirable. 

11. Page 2, line 3 
Strike: ''$10,000'' 
Insert: $64,682'' 

12. Page 2, line 5 
Strike• "1" 
Insert: "2" 

Renumber subsequent sections. 
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