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lNTROJJCED RY -~~ ---------
A BILe FO~ AN ACT ENTITLED: •AN ACT AllOWING AN OW~ER OR 

LESSEE OF LAND ADJOINING A NAVIGABLE ST~EAM TO FENCE OR 

BRIDGE ACRL•SS THE STREAI'; REQUIRING THE OWN~R OR LESSEE T8 

POST A.•c MINTAIN ONE OR flURE W~RNING SIGNS OR OEVICESo" 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

~ection 1. Fencing or bridging across navigable 

11 st~ea~s. (1) An owner or lessee of land adjoining a stream 

12 that is navigable under 85-1-112 may: 

l3 (a) extend a fenceline across the stream for the 

14 purpo:;e of containing 1 ~vestock; and 

15 tD) build a bridge across the streall't for the 

16 transoortation of people, llvestocky and vehicles. 

17 (2) An owner or lessee eKt.endinq a fencel ine across a 

1~ navi97ole stream must attac'l t.o 3nd maintain on the fence 

19 fro~ May through October 31 of each year one or more 

20 warni,g signs. markersy or devices reasonably sufficient to 

21 ~arn any person on the river that he is approaching the 

22 fence. 

23 (?:.)An owner or lessee extendinf"J 3 fenc~line or 

24 buildinq a bridQe across a navig~ble strea~ must post ~nd 

25 ~ajnt~in a sian from May 1 througt, October 31 of each yoar 
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on an upstream bank of the stream in a place readily visible 

to a person approaching the sign. The sign must be posted 

at the first upstream point along the stream more than 100 

yards from the fence or bridqe at which a watercraft may be 

easil~ landed uoon the shore. The sign must be at least 4 

squar~ feet in area and contain the word "fPnce• or 

"brid~e·, as appropriate, in red blocK letterfnq at least 10 

inches hiQh on a white background. 
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