HOUSE BILL NO. 790

Introduced: 02/14/83

Referred to Committee on Business & Industry: 02/14/83
Hearing: 2/17/83
Died in Committee
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A BILL FOR AN ACT ENFITLED: ™AN ACT TO £XPAND THE RENEWABLE

ENERGY GRANT AND LOAN PROGRAM TO INCLUDE FUNDING FOR
PROJECTS THAT ENHANCE THE EFFICIENT WUSE OF NONRENEWABLE
EMERGY SOURCES3 AMENDING SECTIONS 90~4=101ky 90-4~102y

90~4-135y AND 90-4-106s MCAW™

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA:S
Section le Section 90-4-101y MCAs is amended to read:
*30-4-101a Purpose. The purposes of this part are to

stimul ate researchy development, demonstrations and

commercialization of energy sources which are harmonious
with ecological stabllity by virtue of pbeing renewabler
therehy-to-—}estren——that-—retiance--on--nonrenewabie——energy
s0grers--which--eonfitiets=-with agd..of nonrecewabla.enecgy
resoucca_techneleoies_gbhat would exrend the _life _of _fhose
resources._and_.to__thereby further the goal of long-range
ecolonical stability and to provide for the funding and
administration of Ssuch researchs Furtnermore it is the
purpose of this part to allow the department to make loans
throunh financial institutions in sontana for

commercialization of alternative renewable energy."

Saction 2e Section 70-4-102+ MCAy is amended to read:
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*90-4-102. Definitionss As wused in this party the
folloding definitions apply:?

(1) "Alternative renewable energy source®™ means a form
of enarqgy or matters such as solar energys wind energye or
methane from solid wastes capable of being converted into
forms of energy wuseful to wankinds and the technology
necessary to make this conversions when the source is not
exhaustible in terms of this planet and when the source or
the technoloqy are not in general commercial use.

€2 y——Sfersoniv-peans~~a~=-natural--parseny~-~corparationy
pareneprshipy-or-ether-bustness-entityy-~assoctoat fony~—trusty
foundationy-~any-—educational--or-asetentifie-institutiony~or
any-governmentat-untte

+3442) TDepartment®™ means the Montana department of
natural resources and conservationa

L3)__%Nonrenswabla._ ensray. Scurcg” means.a.fossil fuel
that_is_commonly used in.corhustion ocr.  f9¢ _conwecsion. . io
elecirical energya

L2} __®Person®  meacs .3 _natural _persods.. Corporaticns
pactnershipse_or_nther business _e0%itys asseciations_  _trusts
foundations . any..educational _or scieptific.instituticos or
apy_governmenta!l _uvoita"

Section 3. Section 90-4-1054 MCAy is amended to read?

"90-4-1054 Applications for gqrants or loanss Any

person may apply for a grant or Jloan to enable him to

2= INTRODUCED BILL
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researchy develops demonstrates or commercialize alterpative
renewable eneray sources gor_ techoolegies that enhance the
afficiespt_use of _neoorepnewable saourcese The department shall
prescribe the form for applicationss Applicants shall
describe the nature of thelr proposed investigationse
including practical applications of the possible results and
time requirements.”

Section 4« Sectlon 20-4~126+ MCAy is amended to read:

"90-4-106e Criteria for grant or Joan awardse The
departement may award grants or Jloans to applicants under
90-4-105% In accordance with the following criteria:

(I} A 9grant may cover a period not axceeding 1 years
and the department may not commit itself to spending funds
anticipated to be available more than 1 year after the grant
period beginse The department may give an applicant a
statement of intent to renew its support of his worke
subject to the availability of funds and such other
conditions ds the department may expresse

(2} The department may glve preference +to projects
which are also supported by funding from the federal
goverament or other opersons provided the projects are
consistent with the other ohjectives of the departmente The
purpose of this preference is to use the alternative energy
research development and demonstration account for matching

moneys i&n order to support more substantial research or
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commercializationas

{3) The department may give preference to research
centers unattached to existing educational institutions
where several investigators can share sSupporting services.
Howev2rs this shall not be interpreted to prohibit the
department from awarding grants or Joans to existing
educational Institutionse

{4) The department may give preference to research
centers which make information available to individualse
small businessesy and smal¥l communities seeking the use of
renewable energy sources or of technologies _enhaocing . ibe
efficiency of _noorenswable _epecrg¥_sgurces in their homes,
plantsy places of businessy and small communities.

(5) All information resulting from such research shall
be made available to the pudblic and shall not become the
private property of or under the exclusive control of any
one company of persone

(6) The department may expend or commit available
alternative energy resgarchy developments and demonstration
funds. The department may commit funds for demonstration
purposes only when in its Judgment such expenditures or
commitnents have good potential for producing savings of
nonrenewable energy sourcess The department may not commit
funds for demonstration purposas when any of the following

conditions are present:
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{a) previous commitments of a similar nature were not
productive;

(b} a similar demonstration has been conducted wWithin
close geographic proximity of the geographic location of the
proposed demonstration preoject;

{c} the proposed demonstration project would not
further the purpose of this parte%

-End=-
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