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INTRODUCED 
BY~~ILL NOo .2~ 

---------
A &ILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: •AN ACT TO EXPAND THE RENEWABLE 

ENERGY GRANT ANO LOAN PROGRAM TO INCLUDE FUNDING FOR 

PROJECTS THAT ENHANCE THE EFFICIENT USE OF NONRENEWABLE 

ENERGY SOURCES; AMENDING SECTIONS 90-~-101• 90-'t-lOZ• 

90-4-lJ5• AND 90-'t-106• MCAo• 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

5ection 1. Section 9o-~-101• MCA, is a~nded to read: 

"90-lt-101. Purpose. The purposes of this part are to 

stimul:tte researeht develop.ent, deatOnstration, and 

co•~erclalization of energy sources which are har•onious 

with ecological stabll ity by virtue of being renewable• 

~he~~y-~o--+e~~eft--~~--re~+~nee--on--non~e~eweb+e--efte•~ 

~eu~e~~--w~+~--eeft¥++e~s--wT~h aQd__Qf_ngQL~wablo anergy 

cesouc,a_te~bDolggi~ib4t-¥aul~o~-lif• of those 

LBSoUt~BA--aod __ tg __ tbeteb¥--fuelbet the goal of long-range 

ecolo . .,ical stability and to provide for the funding and 

administration of such research. Furtnermore it is the 

purpose of this part to allow ~he departeent to aake loans 

throu"lh financial institutions in lllontana f'or 

comMercialization of alternative renewable energy.• 

Section 2. Section 90-~-1027 ~CA, is aMended to read: 
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"90-4-102. Definitions. 

f'o11o•ing definitions apply: 

As used In 

LC 2't0l/Ol 

this part• the 

(1) •Alternative renewable energy source• .eans a for• 

of energy or matter. such as solar energy• wind energy. or 

Methane from solid wastey capable of being converted into 

forms of energy useful to Mankind, and the technology 

necessary to •ake this converslony when the source is not 

exhaustible in terms of this planet and when the source or 

the technology are not in general coaaerclal use. 

trt---Persen---Me8fts--a--nebarat--~••seny--~~~e~+on. 

per~ner~h+py~~her-ba~+ne~~-en~+~yy--essoe+~~--tr~ 

~aftde~+Dfty--sny--e~ae~+ene~--or-se+~~+e-+n,~~_.ony-e~ 

eny~weP~~~-an+~· 

t3t1Zl •oepart.ent• .eans the Montana depart.ent of 

natural resources and conservation. 

Lll--~~ooceoe~lK--~o•cax--SQ»t~~-•eao~~sll fuel 

tbAt_i5-~ommoolx-u5ed-iD-~oabu~tLoo__oc__fo£__~Q¥&rsion to 

•la~~i~•l-•oecgx. 

L!t.l--~Eetsoll!-aoL_a __ o.iltliLal_JUitliml.L-~tllll.l:~ 

oacto~~sbio£_oc_otb~t-bu~ioe~-eotit¥£-_aa5~atiun&--~ 

fouoa~tioo£ _ _aox--ed~atiDDAl __ ot-A~i~otif~io~ti~ti~ 

aox_ga~ecomeotal_uoit.• 

Section 3. Section 90-4-105, MCA, is amended to read: 

"90-4-105. Applications for grants or loans. Any 

per5o~ ~ay apply for a grant or loan ~o enable hi• to 
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~esearch. develop, demonstrate, or commercialize alternative 

renew3ble energy sources ~-~laQi£$-Lba~Qbance the 

affl~Leat_use_af_naa~oe~~lB-s~~s· The depart.ent shall 

prescribe the for~ for app1 ications. Applicants shall 

describe the nature of their proposed investigations• 

Including practical applications of the possible results and 

time ~equire•entS•" 

Section 4. Section 90-4-106• MCA• is aMended to read: 

•90-~-106. Criteria for grant or loan awards. The 

depart~ent may award grants or loans to applicants under 

90-4-105 In accordance with the following cr1terid: 

(IJ A grant •ay cover a period not exceeding 1 year. 

and the depart.ent ~ay not commit itself to spending funds 

anticipated to be available •ore than 1 year after the grant 

period begins. The department aay give an applicant a 

state•ent of intent to renew its support of his worK• 

subject to the availability o~ ~unds and such other 

conditions as the department may express. 

(2) The department •ay give pre~erence to projects 

which are also supoorted by funding fro• the federal 

gDver,•ent or other persons provided the projects are 

consistent with the other objectives of the depart.ent. The 

purpose of this preference is to use the alternative energy 

research develop.ent and demonstration account for aatchlng 

moneys in order to support ~ore substantial research or 
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commercialization. 

(3) The depart•ent may give preference to res~arch 

centers unattached to existing educational institutions 

w~ere several investigators can share suppo~ting services. 

How~v~r• this shbll not be interpreted to prohibit the 

depart•ent fro• awardlnq gran~s or loans to 

educational Institutions. 

existing 

(41 The depart•ent •av 

centers which •a«e infor•ation 

give preference to research 

available to individuals. 

small businesses, and s•all CoMmunities seeking the use of 

renew•ble energy sources RE-Rf~DolQQLes__ea~~ 

effi~iBD~ _ _af__aao~eMable--BDeL~-SQUrces In their ho.es. 

plants, places of business, and small co•munities. 

(5) All information resulting from such research shall 

be ~ade available to the public and shall not beco•e the 

private property of or under the exclusive control of any 

one co•pany or person. 

(6) The depart.ent •ay e~pend or con.it available 

alternative energy research, developMent• and deMOnstration 

funds. The department aay commit funds for de•onstration 

purooses only when in its judg.ent such expenditures or 

commit~ents have good potential for producing savings of 

nonrenewable energy sources. The depart~ent .ay not co .. it 

funds for deMOnstration purposes •hen any of the following 

conditions are present: 

_,_ 
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1 (a) previous co .. it.ents of a similar nature were not 

2 productive; 

3 (b) a siMilar de•onstration has been conducted within 

4 close geographic proxi•ity of the geographic location of the 

5 proposed demonstration project; 

~ (c) the proposed de.onstration project would not 

1 further the purpose of this part.• 

-End-
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