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INTROOtJCED BY 
&"te::JJl.L NO. J1l_ 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: •AN ACT PROVIDING FOR 

ESTABliSHKENT OF FIRE HYDRANT KAINTENANCE DISTRICTS IN 

CITIES AND TOWNS; PROVIDING FOR KETHODS OF ASSESSING THE 

DISTRICTS FOR COSTS; AND PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.• 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF KONTANA: 

Sec~lon 1. Authorization to create fire hydrant 

maintenance districts. Whenever the public convenience and 

necessity .ay requlrey one or more fire hydrant .aintenance 

districts may be established in a city or town. 

Section 2. Resolution of intention to create a fire 

hydrant •alntenance district. Cl) Before creating any fire 

hydrant •alntenance district, the city council shall pass a 

resolution of intention to do so. 

fZ) The resolution MUSt designate the district nu•ber, 

describe the boundaries of the district. provide an estf•ate 

of the cost of any improve•ent and the cost of maintaining 

district fire hydrants, and the proportion of such costs to 

be assessed against the property within the district. 

Section 3. Notice of resolution of intent to create a 

fire hydrant ~aln~enance district. (1) Upon passing the 

resolution required by {section Z)• the council shall give 
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notice of such passage. The notice •ust be published for 5 

days in a dally newspaper or• If there Is no dally 

newspaper• In one Issue of a weekly newspaper In the city or 

town. If no newspaper Is published in the city or town, 

notice •ust be given by posting the notice for 5 days In 

three public places in the city or town. A copy of the 

notice •ust be •ailed to the last-known address of every 

person, firM, or corporation having property within the 

proposed district on the sa.a day the notice Is first 

published or posted. 

121 The notice •ust describe the general character of 

the 3roposed faprove~nt, state the astiaated cost of the 

i•prove•ent and the cost of aalntaining the hydrants Mlthin 

the district for the first year, and designate the ti•e when 

and olace where the council will hear and pass upon all 

protests against the establishment of the i~roveaent or the 

creation of the district. The notice .ust refer to the 

resolution on file in the office of the city clerk for a 

descri~tion of the boundaries. 

Section 4• Protest against creation of fire hydrant 

maintenance district. At any ti•e within 15 days after the 

date of the first publication or Posting of the notice of 

passage of ~he resolution of intention. any owner of 

property who would be liable for district assess•ents •ay 

make a written protest against the proposed i•prove.ant or 
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the creation of the district, or both• The protest •ust be 

delivered• In wrltingt to th• clerk of the city council, who 

shall endorse thereon the date of its receipt by hi•• 

Section 5. Consideration of protest. (1) At the next 

regular •eating of the city council after the expiration of 

the 15-day orotest period provided for In (section It)• the 

city council shall proceed to hear and pass upon all 

protests, and its decision is final and conclusive. If the 

council finds that the ONners of e eajorlty of the property 

proposed to be assessed have protested on grounds of cost of 

the iaprove•ent. no further proceedings •ay be taken on the 

subject of such proposed ieprove•ent district for a period 

of at least 6 aonths froe the date of expiration of the 

15-day protest period. 

[ZI In deter•ining Nhether or not sufficient protests 

have been filed ~o preven~ further proceedings, property 

owned by a county. city• or town Is considered ~he sa•e as 

other property In the district. 

(3) The city council •ay adjourn and reconvene the 

hearing on protests fro• tl.a to tl.a. 

Section 6. Resolution to create fire hydrant 

~intenance district. (1) The city council has jurisdiction 

to order the proposed l•proveMents it: 

(aJ no protests have been delivered to the clerk of 

the city countl1 Nithln the 15-daV protest period provided 

-3-

1 

2 

3 

" 
5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

lit 

15 

16 

11 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

Zit 

25 

LC 2375/01 

for i~ [sec~lon ~]; or 

(D) protests have been found by the city council to be 

insufficient in number to halt further proceedings and such 

protests have been heard on their .-rlts and denied. 

(2) Before ordering the proposed iaprove.ents• the 

city council shall pass a resolution creattng the fire 

hydrant IDaintenance district in accordance with the 

resolution of intention previously introduced and pa5sed by 

the counc i 1. 

Section 7• Resolution for assessaent area. 

frontages, and taxable valuation options. The city or town 

council shall estimate• as nearly as practicable, the entire 

cost of installing and maintaining fire hydrants each year 

and the portion thereof to be assessed against the property 

wlthi~ the district. Before the first Monday in October. 

the council must pass and finally adopt a resolution levying 

and assessing the property within the district. The city or 

town council• for the purpose of •aklng the assess .. nt• 

s~all adopt one of the folloNlng aethods: 

flJ The council •ay assess the cost of fire hydrant 

installation and ~aintenanca agaln5t the entire district, 

each lot or parcel of land Nithin the district to be 

assessed for that part of the whole cost Nhlch Its area 

bears to the area of the entire district, exclusive of 

streets, avenues, alleys, and public places. 

-4-
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(2) The council .ay assess the cost of fire hydrant 

installation and .aintanance against the entire district, 

each lot or parcel of land within the district bordering or 

abutting on the streets where fire hydrants are located to 

be assessed in Its lineal proportion to the total lineal 

feet borderlnq or abutting on such streets. 

(3) The council •ay assess the cost of fire hydrant 

ins~allatlon and •atntenance against the entire district by 

assessing a portion of the total cost by the area •ethod 

provided in subsection (lt and the re•alnder of the cost by 

the frontage method provided in subsection (2). The council 

shall detar•lne and fix the portion to be assessed In each 

13 district by each such •ethod. 

14 (4) If the city council deter•lnes that the area• 

1~ frontage, or co~bination options are inequitable• it •ay 

1~ assess the cost of fi~e hydrant installation and •aintenance 

17 against the entire district. each lot or parcel of land 

18 within such district to be asses~ed tor that part of the 

19 whole cost that its taxable valuation. including 

ZO improvements. bears to ~he ta•able valuation of the entire 

21 district. 

22 Section s. Collection ~thod utility options 

23 resolution of assessment. The city council may assess the 

24 costs of fire hydrant maintenance through a resolution of 

25 assess~ent or it .ay collect the costs by assessing the• 
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along with water and sewer fees. 

Section 9. Preexisting districts• A fire hydrant 

•aintanance district established prior to July l• 1983• Is 

not subject to any provision Of [this act) except [section 

7)• 

section 10. Effective data. This act is effective July 

1· 1983· 

-End-
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A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: •AN ACT PROVIDING FOR 

ESTABLISHMENT OF FIRE HYDRANT MAINTENANCE DISTRICTS IN 

CITIES AND TOWNS; PROVIDING FOR METHODS OF ASSESSING THE 

DISTRICTS FOR COSTS; AND PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.• 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Authorization to create 'fire hydrant 

maintenance dis~ricts. Whenever the public convenience and 

necessity May require. one or •ore fire hydrant aaintenance 

districts may be established In a city or town. 

Section 2. Resolution of Intention to create a fire 

hydrant •aintenance district. 111 Before creating any fire 

hydrant Maintenance district, the city council shall pass a 

resolution of intention to do so. 

(Z) The resolution MUst designate the district number, 

describe the boundaries of the district, provide an esti•ate 

of the cost of any improveMent and the cost of •aintaining 

district fire hydrants. and the proportion of such costs to 

be assessed a9ainst the proper~y within the district. 

Section 3. Notice of resolution of intent to c~eate a 

fire hydrant ~ain~enance district• (11 Upon passing the 

resolution required by [section Z)• the council shall give 
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nottce of such passage. Tha notice •ust be published tor ' 

days in a dally newspaper oro if there Is no daily 

newspaper, In one issue of a weekly newspaper In the city or 

town. If no newspaper is published in the city or town, 

notice •ust be given by posting the notice for 5 days In 

three public places in the city or town. A copy of the 

notice •ust be •ailed to the last-known address of -every 

person, f1rMt or corporation having property within the 

proposed district on the sa.e day the notice is first 

published or posted. 

(2) The notice •ust describe the general character of 

the lroposed l.proveaentt state the esti.atad cost of the 

i•provement and ~he cost of aaintaining the hydrants within 

the district for the first year, and designate the ti•e when 

and place where the council Mill hear and pass upon all 

protests against the establish•ent of the i~rove•ent or the 

creatfon of the district. The notice •ust refer to the 

resolution on file in the office of the city clerk for a 

descri?tion of the boundaries. 

Section 4• Protest against creation of fire hydrant 

maintenance district. At any ti•e within 15 days after the 

date of the first publication or posting of the notice of 

passage of the resolution of intention, any owner of 

property who would be liable for district assess•ents •ay 

~ake a written protest against the proposed i•proveMent or 

-2- I N T R 0 D U C E D B I L L 

j I r 
r
i i 

I 



~th Legislature LC 2375/01 

1 

z 

3 

It 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

lZ 

13 

H 

15 

16 

11 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

l4 

25 

Approved by Comm. 
on Local Government 

INTRODUCED BY 
cfir;;;;L.L NOo :zH_ 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: •AN ACT PROVIDING FOR 

ESTABLISHMENT DF FIRE HYDRANT MAINTENANCE DISTRICTS IN 

CITIES AND TOWNS; PROVIDING FOR METHODS OF ASSESSING THE 

DISTRICTS FOR COSTS; AND PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.• 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE DF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Authorization to create fIre hydrant 

•aintenance districts. Whenever the public convenience and 

necessity May requi~e, one or .ore fire hydrant •alntenance 

district~ ••Y be established In a city or town. 

Section 2. Resolution of Intention to create a fire 

hydrant •aintenance di•trict. Cl) Before creating any fire 

hydrant •alntenance district, the city council shall pass a 

resolution of Intention to de so. 

(2) The resolution MUSt designa~e the district nuaber, 

describe the boundari~s of the district• provide an estimate 

of the cost of any imp.rov.eaent and the cost of •alnt.aining 

district fi·H! hydrants, and the proportion of such costs to 

be,--~$~-&ssed against the property within the district. 

Section 3. Notice of resolution of intent to create a 

fire hydrant •afntenance district. (1) Upon passing the 

resolution required by (section 2], the council shall give 
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notice of such passage. The notice •ust be published for 5 

days in a dally newspaper or• If there Is no dally 

newspaper. 1n one issue of a weekly newspaper In the city or 

town. If no newspaper is published in the city or town, 

notice must be given by posting the notice for 5 days In 

three public places in the city or town. A copy of the 

notice •ust be •ailed to the last-known address of every 

person9 ffr•t or corporation having property within the 

proposed district on the sa-. day the notice is first 

published or posted. 

(2) The nottce •ust describe the general character of 

the ,roposed iaproveaent• state the esti.ated cost of the 

i~prove~ent and the cost of •alntaining the hydrants within 

the district for the first year, and designate the ti•e when 

and olace where the council will hear and pass upon all 

protests against the establishment of the i~rove•ent or the 

creation of the district. The notice .ust refer to the 

resolution on file in the o~flce of the city clerk for a 

descri?tion of the boundaries. 

Section 4• Protest against creation of fire hydrant 

maintenance district. At any time within 15 days after the 

date of the first publication or posting of the notice of 

passaqe of the resolution of intention, any owner of 

property who would be liable for district assess.ants •ay 

make a written protest against the proposed i•prove.ent or 
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the cl"llft1on of 1>ha dffl:rlct. or both· T""' prot•st -•1: 1>$ 

do&tlvllrr~• In wt''ltin·g.• to tha clerk of the city councih who 

sttan ancton• ther11on ttt• dllrte· of Its raeel pt by h·ia. 

Sec:t1on 5. Consld<!ratlon of protest. Clt At the nel<t 

regulllr dll'Ung of ttl.- eity cltuncil after the ••PI ration of 

the 15-day protest period provided for In [section 4)• the 

city council shall proc- to hear and pass upon all 

protests• and Its d~lslon Is final and conclusive. If the 

council finds that the owners of a eajorlty of till>' prOfl'&rty 

proposed to be asses·sed have protested on grtnmds of cost of 

the leprov•-·· no further proc:-lngs eay be Ullen on the 

subject of SUJ:h proposed leprov-nt district for a period 

of at 1 ent 6 ..,nths fr.,., tlllo data of e11pl rllt I on of the 

1,~ ~Qt ~·bit· 
(t, pnotwu 

- bWtl ft Htol til' \i1 ~~·- f'lrrther pt~'lt\<p• pr ....... ty 

~It b"9' a cooh'ft}'> C:l'tyl or t.li.in Is considered ttle sailla aa 

otf!Wr pl"Gpe't'ty I i1 tM dh'tl" I 'c:t • 

Cll ~ city c-..cl'i llillt -~ aMf raean- the 

ttnrlil'g dl'l pr~~\:~ fhlii· tUlia t• t't-• 

S'l!t'tlfll'l w.. ltlriAitt~t'low tort cr.,.. ''"' hfdt'­

Mi ntit~twnce clht't-n!b· ro M cnt· U~~t~~:H ,.,. jtfr•t~it-tt'lon 

t6 ~.II' lit*_. iliiM'e4UIIIItt' ttot· 

fa) 1\0 p~· wew ......,.. 411W't ...... t.. dMI ~rk af 

thi' "'"". coundt· wl-_'ttllt t"' ~ piMelrt ~- P"...WU 
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for in [section 4)1 or 

fb) pro~ests have been found by the city council to be 

lnsufficien~ In nuaber to ha~lt fu.rther proc-dln~ and such 

proteots have been heard on their aerlts and denied• 

(Zl Before ordering the proposed iaprov-nts. the 

city council shall pass a resolu~ion creating the fire 

hydrant -intenance district In accordance with the 

resolu~lon of intention previously Introduced and passed by 

the counc i 1• 

Section l• Resolution for assess•nt are..,. 

frontages• and taxable velu.tion options. The cl ty or town 

council shall esti•ate, as nearly as practicable, the entire 

cost of installing and eai,ntalnlniJ Hre hydrants each year 

and the port I on thereof to be anessed against the prOfMr-ty 

within the district~ Before the first _, ,.,. lletol>er• 

the council auat pass and finally adopt a resoluti<On levying 

and assessing the property within the district. The city or 

town councilt for the purpose of· -klnq the aaaes-• 

shall adopt ona of the fbllowlng ~neos: 

{1) The council ~ aasess the cfit of f·l~ I>J.dra•t 

Installation and otlllintenllnce a!JeiMt ttnt ent·tre ctlai:TI<:t.• 

eacl't lot or parcel of l.,d wlthhl the di5~l<:t to """ 

assessed for that part of the wttota coiO't whi.ch l'&a -

beaors to tne a'ree of t:he entire dJstricbo exc1-.i- olf 

st.....-st awea•s• a.ll8ySt and publ'lc: pl-=es. 

~-
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121 The council .ay assess the cost of fire hydrant 

installation and aaintenance against the entire district• 

aach lot or parcel of land within the district bordering or 

abutting on the streets where fire hydrants are located to 

be assessed In Its lineal proportion to the total lineal 

fee~ bordering or abutting on such streets. 

(3) The council eay assess the cost of fire hydrant 

installation and •alntenance ag•inst the entire district by 

assessing a portion of the total cost by the area .. thod 

provided In subsection (lt and the re•alnder of the cost by 

the f~ontage •ethod provided tn subsection (2t• The council 

shall deter•lne and fix the portion to be assessed In each 

district by each such ••thad. 

1~1 If the city council deterelnes that the areat 

15 frontage. or combination options are Inequitable, it •ay 

16 assess the cost of fire hydrant Installation and •alntenance 

11 against the entire district, each lot or parcel of land 

18 within such district to be assessed for that part of the 

19 whole cost that its taxable valuation, including 

20 improvemen~s, bears to ~he taxable valuation of the entire 

21 district. 

zz Section 8. Collection .athod utility options 

23 resolution of assessment. The city council •ay assess the 

24 costs of fire hydrant •aintenance through a resolution of 

25 assess~en~ or it aay collect ~he costs by assessing them 
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along with water and sewer fees. 

Section 9. Preexisting districts. A fire hydrant 

eaintenance district established prior to July 1. 1'183• Is 

not subject to any provision of [this act) except [section 

l)o 

Section 10• Effective date. This act Is effective July 

I, 1983. 

-End-

-6-
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INTRODUCED BY cC)~~l NOo ~ 
A BILl FOR AN ACT ENTITlEDz •AN ACT PROVIDING FOR 

ESTABLISHMENT OF FIRE HYDRANT MAINTENANCE DISTRICTS IN 

CITIES AND TONNS; PROVIDING FOR METHODS OF ASSESSING THE 

DISTRICTS FOR COSTS; AND PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.• 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE lEGISlATURE Of THE STATE Of ~NTANA: 

Section l• Authorization to create fire hydrant 

aalntenance districts. Whenever the public convenience and 

necessity aay require. one or aore fire hydrant aaintenance 

districts aay be established In a city or town. 

Section 2. Resolution of intention to create a fire 

hydrant aaintenance district. 11) Before creating any fire 

hydrant .. intenance dlstrlcto the city council shall pass a 

resolution of intention to do so. 

(21 The resolution .ust designate the district nu•bero 

describe the boundaries of the dlstrlcto provide an estl.ate 

of the cost of any i•prove .. nt and the cost of •alntainlng 

district fire hydrants. and the proportion of such costs to 

be assessed against the property within the district. 

Section 3. Notice of resolution of Intent to create a 

fire hydrant aaintenance district. (1) Upon passing the 

resolution required by [section 2)• the council shall give 
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notlca of such passage. The notice aust be published for 5 

days in a dally newspaper oro If there Is no dally 

newspaper• In one Issue o~ a weekly newspaper In ~he city or 

town. If no newspaper is published in the city or towno 

notlca •ust be given by posting the notice for 5 days In 

three public places in the city or town. A c:opy of the 

notice aust be •ailed to the last-known address of every 

person. flrao or corporation having property within the 

proposed district on the sa .. day the notice is first 

published or posted. 

(2) The notice aust describe the general character of 

the oroposed iaprove .. nt• state the estiaated cost of the 

laprove .. nt and the cost of •alntaining the hydrants within 

the district for the first year. and designate the ti•e when 

and place where the council will hear and pass upon all 

protests against the establlsh•ent of the laprove .. nt or the 

c~eatfon of the distrtct. The notice .ust refer to the 

resolution on file In the office of the city clerk for a 

description of the boundaries. 

Section 4• P~otest against creation of fire hydrant 

maintenance district. At any tiBe within 15 days after the 

date of the first publication or posting of the notice of 

passage of the resolution of intention. any ONner of 

property who would be liable for district assess•ents •ay 

make a written protest against the proposed i•prove .. nt or 
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the ere at I on of the dhtrlcto or l>otn. 'me protest -•t be 

·delivered, In writing, to the clerk of the city council, who 

shall endorse thereon the date of Its receipt by hie. 

Seetlon 5. Consideration of protest. (1) At the next 

regular aeetlng of the city council after the expiration of 

the 15-day 1>rotest period provided for In (section 4)9 the 

city council shall proc-d to near and pass upon all 

protests, and Its decision Is final and conclusive. If the 

council finds that the owners of a aajorlty of the property 

proposed to be assessed have protested on grounds of co5t of 

the laproveaent, no further proceedings .. , be taken on the 

subject of such proposed 1-.,ro,...nt district for a period 

of at least 6 aonths froa the date of expiration of the 

15-day protest period. 

(2) In deteralnlng -ther or not sufficient protes·ts 

have been filed to pr·avent t"urther proc-lngso property 

owned by a county, cltyo or town Is considered the saae as 

other property In the district. 

(3) The city council .. , adjourn and reconvene the 

hearing on protests fr- tlae to tl..,. 

Sectl on 6. l!esolut I on to ct4iHe fire hydrant 

aalntenance district. Cl) The city ·council has jurisdiction 

to order the proposed laprov~ts If: 

faJ no protests heYe ·~Ntn 'cfttlfvtirad to the clerk of 

the city couriell within 'the Is-'dlly 'protest 'period ·prwlded 
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for in {section It]; or 

(b) protests have been found by the city council to be 

Insufficient In nuaber to halt further proceedings and such 

protests have been heard on their .. rlts and denied• 

(21 Before ordering the proposed laprove.entso the 

elty council shall pass a resolution creating the fire 

hydrant aaintenance district In accordance with ~he 

resolution of Intention previously Introduced and passed by 

the counc n • 

Section To Resolution for assess•nt area. 

frontages, and taxable valuation options. The city or town 

council shall estf•ate• as nearly as practicable• the entire 

cost of Installing and aalntalnlng fire hydrants each year 

and the portion thereof to be assessed against the property 

within the district. Be fora tli<t fl rst: llonday In OCtober. 

the council aust pass and fhrally adopt e resolution levying 

and assessing the property within the district. The city or 

town council• for the purpose of aaklng the assess..nt• 

shall adopt one of the following aethodss 

(1) The council •ay assess the CO$t Of fl re hydrant 

Installation and •alntenance against the entire district• 

each lot or parcel of land within the district to be 

assessed for that part of the whole cost which Its ~rea 

bears to the area of the entire district, exclusive of 

streets• a¥enues, alleys. and public places. 

-'It-
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(21 The council .. y assess the cost of fire hydrant 

installation and aalntenance against the entire dlstricto 

each lot or parcel of land within the district bordering or 

a~uttlng on the streets where fire hydrants are located to 

be assessed in Its lineal proportion to the total lineal 

feet bordering or abutting on such streets. 

(3) The council ••Y assess the cost of fire hydrant 

Installation and •alntenance against the entire district by 

assessing a portion of the total cost by the area •ethod 

provided In subsection (11 and the re•alndar of the cost by 

the frontage .. thod provided In subsection (21• The council 

12 shall deter•lne and fix the portion to be assessed In each 

13 district by each such •ethodo 

14 (41 If the city council deter•lnes that the area 0 

15 frontageo or co•binetion options are inequitable. it •ay 

16 assess the cost of fire hydrant installation and •alntenance 

17 against the entire district• each lot or parcel of land 

18 within such district to be assessed for that part of the 

19 whole cost that Its taxable valuatlono including 

20 iMproveMents. bears to the taxable valuation of the entire 

21 district. 

22 Section e. Collection .athod utility options 

23 resolution of assess•ent. The city council •ay assess the 

2~ costs of fire hydrant .aintenance through a resolution of 

25 assessment or it .ay collect ~he costs by assessing tha• 

-5-
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along with water and saver fees. 

section 9. Preexisting districts. A fire hydrant 

•aintananca district established prior to July 1o 1'1839 Is 

not subject to any provision of [this act] except (section 

7]. 

Section lOo Effective date. This act Is effective July 

1o 198)o 

-End-
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March 23, 1983 

SENATE STANDING COMMITTEE REPORT 
(Local Government) 

That House Bill No. 788 be amended as follows: 

Page 5, line 7. . . . 
Strike: subsection (3) 1n 1ts ent1rety 
Renumber: subsequent subsections 
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HOUSE BILL NO. 788 

INTRODUCED BY O'CONNELL 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: •AN ACT PROVIDING FOR 

ESTABLISHMENT OF FIRE HYDRANT MAINTENANCE DISTRICTS IN 

CITIES AND TOWNS; PROVIDING FOR METHODS OF ASSESSING THE 

DISTRICTS FOR COSTS; AND PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.• 

BE IT ENACTED BT THE LEGISLATURE DF THE STATE DF NDNTANA: 

Section 1. Authorization to cr-eate fIre hydrant 

maintenance districts• Whenever the public convenience and 

necessity •ay require, one or more fire hydrant Maintenance 

districts ~ay b@ established in a ctty or town• 

Section l. Resolution of Intention to create a fire 

hydrant •alntenance district. (1) Before creating any fire 

hydrant maintenance district. the city council shall pass a 

resolution of intention to do so. 

(2} The resolution .ust designate the district number. 

describe the boundaries of the district. provide an estimate 

of the cost of any l•prove.ent and the cost of ~aintaining 

distric~ fire hydrants• and the proportion of such costs to 

be assessed against the property within the district. 

Section 3. Notice of reso1ution of intent to create a 

fire hydrant Maintenance district. (1) Upon passing the 

resolution required by [section 2]• tha council shall give 
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notice of such passage. The notice •ust be published for 5 

days in a daily newspaper or., if there Is no daily 

newspaper, in one Issue of a weekly newspaper in the city or 

town. If no newspaper is published in the city or town, 

notice •ust be given by posting the notice for 5 days in 

three public places In the city or town. A copy of the 

notlc~ •ust be- •ailed to the last-known address of every 

person, flra, or corporation having property within the 

proposed district on the saae day the notice is first 

published or posted. 

(2) The notice eust describe the general character of 

the proposed i.proveaent, state the estimated cost of the 

i~prove•ent and the cost of .aintaining the hydrants within 

the district for the first year, and designate the tl•e when 

and place ~here the council will hear and pass upon all 

protests against the establish•ent of the i•prove•ent or the 

creation of the district. The notice •ust refer to the 

resolution on file in the office of the city clerk for a 

description of the boundaries. 

Section 4. Protest against creation of fire hydrant 

malnt~nance district. At any time within 15 days after the 

date of the first publication or postlnq of the notice of 

passaqe of the resolution of Intention• any owner of 

property who would be liable for district assessments •ay 

make a written protest against the proposed iMprove•ent or 

-2- HB 788 
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the creation of the district, or both. The protest •ust be 

deJivered1 in writing. to the clerk of the city council, Nho 

shall endorse thereon the date of its receipt by hiM. 

Section s. Consideration of protest. (1) At the next 

regular •eeting of the city council after the expiration of 

the 15-day protest period provided for in [section 4], the 

city council shall proceed to hear and pass upon all 

protests, and its decision is final and conclusive. If the 

council finds that the owners of a majority of the property 

proposed to be assessed have protested on grounds of cost of 

the i•provement. no further proceedings ~ay be taken on the 

subject of such proposed Improvement district for a pe~iod 

of at least 6 months fro• the date of expiration of the 

lS-day protest period• 

(2) In deter•inlng whether or not sufficient protests 

have been filed to prevent further proceadtngs. property 

owned by a county, city. or town Is considered the same as 

other property Jn the oistrlct. 

(3) The city council may adjourn and reconvene the 

hearing on protests from time to time• 

Section 6. Resolution to crPate fire hydrant 

Maint~nance district. (1) The city council has jurisdiction 

to order the proposed l~proveMents If: 

(a) no protests have been delivered to the clerk of 

the city council within the 15-day protest period provided 
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for i~ [section~]; or 

(b) protests have been found by the city council to b4 

insufficient in nu~ber to halt further proceedings and ~uch 

protests have been heard on their ~rits and denied. 

(2) Before ordering the proposed i•proveeents• the 

city council shall pass a resolution creating the fire 

hydra~t maintenance distrfc~ in accordance ~fth the 

resolution of intention previously introduced and passed by 

the council. 

Section 7. Resolution for assess.ant -- ar~a. 

frontages. and taxable valuation options. The city or town 

council shall estimate, as nearly as practicable, the ·ntire 

cost of installing and .afntainlng fire hydrants each year 

and the portion thereof to be assessed against the property 

within the district. Before the first Monday in October, 

the council .ust pass and finally adopt a resolution levying 

and assessing the property within the district. The city or 

town council, for the purpose of aaking the assess~ent. 

shall adopt one of the following methods: 

(1) The council •ay assess the cost of fire htdrant 

installation and •alntenance against the entire district. 

each lot or parcel of land within the district to be 

assessed for that part of the whole cost which its area 

bears to the area of the entire district• exclusive of 

streets 9 avenues• alleys, and public places. 

-4- HB 768 
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CZJ The council .ay assess the cost o~ fire hydrant 

installation and maintenance against the entire district, 

each lot or parcel of land within the district bordering or 

abuttinq on the streets where fire hydrants are located to 

be assessed in Its lineal proportion to the total lineal 

feet borderinq or abutting on such streets• 

t~t--fhe--e~ne+~--.ay--ess.~-~he-eese-e~-~•re-hyd~~ 

+n~s+•e~on-and-•e+~enenee-~ft~-•~~+re-d+s•pY~--~y 

9 es~essing--e--~ore+en--e~-~~-~•e._eos~-ey-•ne-sre~-~od 

10 p~Y+ded-+n-9ae•eee+eft-t~t-and-ehe-reae+nder-••-ehe-ees~--by 

11 ~he-.. eft~&~e-.e~fte4-,.e•+~e~~n-sahsee~+on-t@t•--fhe-eeane++ 

12 she~~-~•er.+ne--en~+~-the-port+on-~~-assessed-+n-eaeh 

13 a+s~+e~-br-eee~-sae~ho~w 

14 t~tLll Jf the city council deter•ines that the area. 

15 frontage,. or co•bfnatlon options are Inequitable• it •ay 

16 dSses~ the cost o¥ fire hydrant installation and •alntenance 

17 against the entire district,. each lot or parcel of land 

18 

19 

zo 

21 

zz 

wlthfn such district to be assessed for that part of the 

whole cost that Its taxable valuation,. including 

illprove~nents,. bears to the taxable valuation of the entire 

district. 

Section e. Collection .ethod -- utility options 

23 r~solutlon of assess•ent. The city council aa~ assess the 

2~ costs of fire hydrant •alntenance through a resolution of 

25 assessMent or it .ay collect the costs by assessing them 
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along with water and sewer fees. 

Section 9. Preexisting districts. A fire hydrant 

maint@nance district established prior to Ju1y 1, 1983 9 is 

not subject to any provision of (this act] except [section 

7]o 

Section to. Effective date. This act is effective 4uly 

19 1983. 

-End-
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