
BOUSE BILL NO. 785 

IN'l'RODOCED BY D. BROWN, ADDY, KARPBR, JtBMMIS, BCJt, 
PULLER, IVERSON, SPAE'l'B, MARKS, 'l'URNAGE, BB:R'l'ELSEN 

February 14, 1983 

March 28, 1983 

April 5, 1983 

April 13, 1983 

April 14, 1983 

April lCS, 1983 

April 15, 1983 

April 16, 1983 

IN THE HOUSE 

In~roduced and referred to 
Committee on Appropriations. 

Committee recommend bill do 
pass as amended. Report 
adop~ed. 

Bill printed and placed on 
members• desks. 

Second readinq, do pass as 
azaended. 

Third reading, passed. 
Transmitted to Senate. 

IN THE SINATB 

Introduced and referred to 
Committee on Finance and 
Claima. 

co-.ittee recommend bill be 
concurred in. Report 
adopted. 

Second readinq, concurred in. 

Third reading, concurred in. 
Ayes, 48, Noes, 0. 

IN 'l'BB HOUSE 

Returned to House. 

Sent to enrolling. 

Reported correctly enrolled. 
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DEPARTMENT OF. ADHINISTRATIDN TO CONTRACT FOR ESTABLISHMENT 

OF THE MONTANA NATURAL HERITAGE PROGRAM! TO PROVIDE FOR 

COLLECTION AND USE OF NATURAL RESOURCE DATA; TO PROVIDE AN 

APPROPRIATION FOR THE CONTRACT TO ESTABLISH THE PROGRAM; TO 

PROVI~E FUNOIN~ FOR THE PROGRAM; AMENDING SECTIONS 15-1-501• 

15-32-197• AND 15-51-103• HtA; AND PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE 

DATE.• 

W~EREAS, variou~ depar~aen~s of state govern•ent., 

including the Oepart11ents of Natural Resources and 

Conservation; Fish• Wildlife. and Parks; State Lands; Health 

and EnvironMental Sciences; and Agriculture and various 

branches of the untversity syste• independently collect 

natural resource ln~or.ation for different purposes, using 

manual and autoMated methods; and 

~.~EREAS• although Ideally there should be an integrated 

natural resource infor•ation syste•• such a sophisticated 

systa. would be eMtre•ely costly because of the unique and 

dlsti,ctly different requlre.ants of each depart.ent; and 

WHEREAS• efforts should be made to expedite the 

devel~pMent of separate but co•patlble syste•s and to 

1 

2 

3 

~ 

5 

6 

1 

e 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

1~ 

15 

16 

11 

1S 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

z~ 

25 

LC 0801/01 

catalog this data and •aka it available for depart.ent and 

statewide use; and 

~HEREAS• a natural heritage progra• begins by 

developing a classification syste• to conceptually organize 

the ele.ants of natural diversity in the state. and this 

classification serve5 as a fra~work for categorizing 

natural landscape infor•ation to facilitate co•parison of 

si•ilar ele.ents and recognize disslailar ele.ants; and 

~HEREAS• 33 states have already developed prograas to 

collect and manage lnfor.atfon on their natur~l heritage, 

and the methods used by those state prograMS are available 

to Mo11tana1 and 

WHEREAS• the classification systea embodied In the 

natural heritage progra• should be a working one that 

retains the flexibility to be changed as need dictates so 

that new categories •ay be added or preexisting categories 

subdivided and, ~ithin classes, ele.ents may be added or 

deleted as new infor•ation beco.es available; and 

WHERfAS, a natural heritage progra• is needed to 

eli•inate costly duplication and enhance the efficiency of 

natural resource data collection and to provide a valuable 

source of that lnfor•atlon for state govern•ent, industry• 

and otner groups. 

THEREFORE, the State of Montana, as a first ste~ in 

devel~~ing a natural resource infor•ation syste• establishes 
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a Montana Natural Heritage Progra•• 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

~~W-S£tilD~a Section lo Establlsh.ent of a Montana 

natural heritage prograe. The department of ad•inistration 

shall contract for a period of 2 years for the establishment 

of the Montana natural heritage program. This program is 

intended to be the first component of an integrated and 

COMPrehensive natural resource data collection, storage• and 

retrieva-l systeM and to be compatible with similar progra•s 

in other states. At the end of the 2-year contract, the 

depart•ent shall assu•e full responsibility for the 

maintenance and enhanca•ent of the progra•• 

~~w_~~til~a Section Zo Natural resource Information 

syste• -- develoPMent• A steering co-.ittee co•posed of 

representatives of the departaents o~ natural resources and 

conservation; fish, wlldlifew and parks; state lands; health 

and envtronaental 

university syste11 

sciences; 

shall 

and agriculture and of 

advise the departeent 

ad•inistration on develo~nt and ad•lnistration of 

co•prehensiv~ natural resource InforMation syste.. 

steerln9 com.lttee •ust be coordinated by the office of 

governor. 

the 

of 

a 

The 

the 

~~K-SftilQ~ Section 3. Departaents to ~ub•lt data. 

(1) The depart•ent of ad•lnistratlono in consultation with 
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the steering co .. lttee established in [section 2], shall 

establish criteria for the categories and types of natural 

resource data to be included in and added to the natural 

resource lnfor•ation system and the Montana natural heritage 

proqra~. 

( l) The depar't.aents of natural resources and 

conservation; fish, wildlife, and parksi state landsi health 

and environmental sciences; and agriculture and appropr;ate 

units of the university systeM shall sub•lt relevant natural 

resou~ce data as required under subsection (lJ to the 

departaent of ad•inistratlon for inclus,on in the ~ontana 

natur~l heritage progra• and In other co•ponents of the 

natural resource inforaation syste•• 

~tW-~~til08& Section ~. Availability of Information. 

(lJ The ae~art•ent o~ ad•lnlstration shall make the 

infor•ation from the natural heritage program avail~ble to 

agencies of state govern.ent and interested organizations 

and i-~dlviduals. 

(Z) The depart•ent shall establish and periodically 

revise a system of user fees to cover 

respo~ding to requests for infor•atlon. 

~~_s~tllQ~& Section 5o Funding. 

the 

c 1' 

costs of 

The 

ad•lnlstrative and operating expenses necessary to develop 

and ~alntaln the Montana natural heritage progra• must be 

paid from the revenues derived fro• the electric energy 

~-
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produ:ars• license tax established in 15-51-101 to the 

natural resource infor.atlon system account. 

(2) The depart~nt of ad•lnistration •ay receive 

grants or other funds fro• private and public sources for 

the purposes of [sections 1 through SJ• 

Section 6. Section lS-1-501• MCA, is amended to read: 

•15-1-501. Disposition of •oneys fro. certain 

desfgtated license and other taxes. (1) The state treasurer 

shall deposit to the credit of the state general fund all 

•oneys received by hi• fro• the collection of: 

(d) automobile driver•s license fees under subsections 

(11 through {61 of 61-5-111; 

I b 1 alL-fYildli-SltU:J.UJL...tcg~IUI electric energy 

p~e~K~er•~ QCild~~ license taxes under chapter 51 ~ 

ceaalQ_aftac~llg~tJ.ao-UOSlat.--12-51-103 fgr tha pycposes 

IICII~id~d-111-t~~ctJ.g~tb.:.Qyg~J; 

{c I metalliferous ~nines license taxes under chapter 

37; 

CdJ oil and gas severance taxes allocated to the 

general fund under chapter 36; 

(e) liquor license taxes under Title 16; 

tfJ telephone license taxes under chapter 53; and 

(q) inheritance and estate taxes under Title 7Z• 

chapt~r 16. 

(2) Seventy-five percent of all .one,s received from 
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incoae taxes under chapter 30 

and inco•e taxes under chapter 

and 

3h 

except as provided In 15-31-T02o shall be deposited in the 

general fund subject to the prior pledge and appropriation 

o~ such income tax and corporation license tax collections 

for th~ pay.ant of long-range building program bonds. The 

remaining 25% of the proceeds of the corporation license 

tax. excluding that allocated to the counties under 

15-31-702• corporation income tax. and incOMe tax shall be 

deposited to the credit of the earmarked revenue fund for 

state equalization aid to the public schools of Montana. 

(31 The state treasurer shall also deposit to the 

credit of the state gene~al fund all moneys received by him 

from the collection of license taxes. fees• and all net 

revenues and recalpts from all other sources under the 

oparation of the Montana Alcoholic Beverage tode.• 

Section 1. Section 15-32-107• "CA• is amended to read= 

"15-32-10To Loans by uti lit I as and financial 

institutions-- taK credit f~· interest differential. ClJ A 

public utility providing electricity or natural gas may 

Install or pay for the installation of energy conservation 

materials or recoqnlzed nonfossll forms of energy generation 

syste~s in a dwelling. The utility .ay agree with the 

occupant of the dwelling that the occupant shall reimburse 

the utility for Its expenditure in periodic InstallMent 

-6-



1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

11 

18 

19 

zo 

21 

22 

23 

24 

7~ 

LC 0801/01 

payMents added to the occupant's regular bill for 

electricity or natural gas. The utility •ay charge Interest 

not ekceedlng the equivalent o~ 7% per year on the declining 

balance of the sum advanced for the installation of energy 

conservation •aterials and recognized nonfossll for•s of 

energy generation systa.s. 

{2) A financial instl~u~ion. as defined in 32-6-103• 

.ay offer and make loans at an Interest rate not less than 2 

percentage points below the discount rate on 90-day 

commercial paper in affect at the federal reserve bank in 

the ninth federal reserve district. 

{ 3 I A public utility or a financial institution 

lending Money under this section may co.pute the difference 

between Interest it actually receives on such transactions 

and the Interest which would have been received at the 

prevaillnq average Interest rate for ho•e iMproveaent loans• 

as prescribed in rules made by the public service 

com•lssfon. The utility •ay apply the difference so co•pu~ed 

as a credit against Its tax liability for ~he electrical 

energy producer•s license tax under 15-51-101 or for the 

corporation license tax under chapter 31• part 1. The 

public service co .. lssion shall regulate rates in such a 

•anner ~hat a uttlJty aakfng loans under this section •ay 

not make a profit as the result of this section• The 

financial ln$titution .ay apPly the difference so co~puted 
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as a credit against its tax liability for the corporation 

Jlcensa tax under chapter ll• part 1. 

(4) A utili~y .ay not claim a tax credit under this 

sectlo~ exceeding tb&-~~eau~_QaQQ&!~-lR-tba-ge~L4l-Luaa 

uaaec_LS:5!:10JLllLbl-QL S5oo.ooo in any tax year&-»~~ 

1~--le~s. A financial lnstitu~lon aay not clal• a tax credit 

under this section exceeding $2.000 in any tax year • 

(5) The public service co••tssion may make rules to 

i~ple•ent this section as it shall apply ~o public utilities 

only.• 

Section a. Section 15-Sl-103, MCAy is a~ended to read: 

•15-51-103. Disposition of revenue interest on 

delinqyency. •he--~e~er~~--ef--reweftbe---•fte++---reee+p~ 

~~r~or--en~--,re•p~y--~erft--~e--$8.e--eye~--~o-~ft@-s~s~e 

1:ree,.,.t"er.. L11--&f:lUU1UIIa_fLII8~be I lo::eQJOII--J;-.mllit-~ 

a&IIQ.UUll-iU.-fQllAliiU 

LAl--lOI&__Rut-DAt-agLe-tbao-llUOoOQQ• 1A-1bB-eac~ 

~~-Q~S-fUDll-iA the CCRllit-gf_A-DAtYCAi-~to::e igfgo::•atLgg 

~X~tee_ACCAYD1-fAL-U~-b¥-tbt-llaQACtaeDt--Af--4lla1Qjstratian 

fAL-tbS-II~Lll~tJ.oo!i 1 tbtAUgb 5J; 

Lbl--tbii-CUil.illlliiL-tA-t.bti-II&D&UI tuoll• 

Lll Taxes not ~~ on the due date shall beco•e 

delinquent, and a penal~, of 10~ plus interest at the rate 

of '' per •onth or fraction of a .anth co.puted on ~he total 

of taw and penalty shall be charged.• 

-8-
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1 

2 

H~K~~Q~a Section 9o 

appropriated froa the natural 

Appropriation. Tnere 

resource inforaatlon 

Is 

syst-

3 account In the ear•arked revenue fund the a.aunt of $320,000 

~ for the bienniu• ending Jun~ 30, 1985, to the depart.ent of 

5 ad•lnlstratlon for the purpose of contracting for the 

6 establlsn.ent of the Montana natural heritage progra•• 

7 ~EW-S~~QHa Section 10• Effective date. This act is 

8 effective July lt 1983· 

-End-

-9-



STATE OF MONTANA 

FISCAL NOTE 

430-83 
REQUEST NO. _ -------- __ 

Form IW· I 5 

In compliance with a written request received February 16, , 19 ~, there is hereby submitted a Fiscal Note 

for _!l~.u~e Bi~l 785 pursuant to Chapter 53, Laws of Montana, 1965- Thirty·Ninth Legislative Assembly. 
Background information used in developing this Fiscal Note is available from the Office of Budget and Program Planning, to members 
of the Legislature upon request. 

DESCRIPTION OF PROPOSED LEGISLATION: 

House Bill 785 requires the Department of Administration to contract for the establish­
ment of the Montana Natural Heritage Program to provide a system for the collection 
and use of selected natural resource data. 

ASSUMPTIONS: 

1) In addition to the cost of the contracted services of $320,000, additional 
costs have been identified which will be required to implement the project and 
process the data on the state's computer system. 

a. 1.0 FTE will be required to act as program manager to administer the 
contract, to coordinate information needs of the departments, and to 
insure the system contracted for, is compatible with existing systems now 
operating on the state's computer system. 

b. Operating costs will be incurred to store and process the natural resource 
data on the state's computer system. 

FISCAL IMPACT: 

Expenditures: 

Personal Services 
Contracted Services 
Other Operating Expenses 
Participating Agencies' Expense 

FY84 

$ 30,500 
160,000 

5,000 
30,000 

$225,500 

Continued 

FY85 

$ 30,500 
160,000 
50,000 
35,000 

$275,500 

Total Biennium 

$ 61,000 
320,000 
55,000 
65,000 

$501,000 

BUDGET DIRECTOR 

Office of Budget and Progr~ Planning 

Date: 2. - G I - K..3 



2 

COMMENTS: 

Continuing operational costs are estimated to be $180,000 per biennium in the future. 
This is the first phase of an integrated natural resource information collection, 
storage and retrieval system and additional costs may be necessary to expand and 
enhance the system in the future. 

FISCAL NOTE 15: Y/2 
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HOUSE BILL NO. 785 

lNTROOUCEO BY 0. BROWN, AODY. HARPER, KEMMIS, ECK• 

FUlLER, I~ERSQ~, SPAETH• MARKS, TURNAbEt 3ERTELSEN 

A 3lll FOk AN ACT ENTITLED: •AN ACT ~9--REe~~RE--THE 

9EP•R~~EN~--6F--·8MfN+SiRAf+6N-f6-E8NfRAE~-FBR-ESiAStfSHH€Nf 

6F-iHE-M6Nf•N•-N•f~RA~--HERtf•6E--PR66~AMt--f6--PR6~f9E--F8R 

EB~~EEffBN--ANB--BSE-9F-H•iBRAt~ESBBREE-BAf•t-iB-PRBY±BE-AN 

A~P~dPR~A~+9N-FRR-fHE-e9H~RAEf-T~-E~~ABe£SH-fHE-PftHG~~M~--Ta 

~A~Y*~E-FHH9TNb-F9R-fHe-PAH6KAH~-AHEH9*NG-SEtf~BW5-*'-+-~+T 

t•-3~-tB~y--ANB--i~-5t-t83y--ME•t-AN8-PR6YfBfN6-AH-€FFEEitVE 

B•+~ [J-~SI~~ISti_!_£L~UUI~~_fBAH~40BK-fU& __ !tif__~fLUeHfbl 

Of_!_~!IU~!L-BfSOU&tf_l~EOBa!IIO~-~Sif~-AUU-IQ_~aLI~~ 

0~~01~~--MONIAH! __ NAIURAL-tif&li!~f_e&Q~BA~I-ANQ_fBQYIQINY-A~ 

AffKQfRlAil~·· 

WHEREAS. various departments of state government., 

incluctinq ttle Departments of Natural Resources and 

Conservation; fish. Wildlif~, and Parks; State lands; Health 

~nd Envi~onmental Sciences; and •qriculture and various 

brdncMes of the university ststem independently collect 

nr.~turFtl resource information for different puq,oses 9 using 

m~nudl r.~nd auto~ated methods; an~ 

WHER~AS, although ideally there should be an integrated 

n~tur~l resource information system, such a sophisticated 

HB 0185JOl 

system would be e~treMely costly becau$e of the unique and 

2 aistinctly different requirements of each department; and 

3 tfHERI:AS., efforts should be made to expedite the 

4 deve1~pment of separate but compatible systems and to 

5 catalog tnis data and ~ake it available for department and 

6 strtte~ide use; and 

1 WHER~ASt a natural her it age progra• begins by 

3 dPV~lopinQ a classific~tion system to conceptually organize 

9 the elemen~s of natural diversity in the stote• and this 

10 classification serves as a frame~ork for categorizing 

ll natural landsciloe information to facilitate comparison of 

12 similar elements and recognize dissimilar elementsi and 

13 WHfREASt 33 states have already developed programs to 

h collect and manage information on their natural heritage, 

15 and th~ methods used by those state proqrams are available 

16 to Montana; -3nd 

l1 WHERE~S, the classification system embodieo in the 

13 natural heri~age program should be a ~orking one that 

19 retains the flexibility to be c~anged as need dictates so 

2G that new cateoori~s may b~ added or preexisting categories 

21 subdividP.O and, ~it~in class~~. elements may be added or 

22 d~letPd ~s new information becomes a~ailable; and 

£3 WH~R~AS, a natural heritdge program is needed to 

24 ~li~inate costly duplication and enhance tne efficiency of 

'" natural resource data collection and to provide a valuable 

-?- 11!j 78~ 
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sourcP of tMat inform~tion for state qo~~rnment• indust~Y• 

and other 9roups. 

THEREFORE~ th~ State of Montana, as a first step in 

deve1opinq a natural resource information system establishes 

a Mon~ana Natural Heritaqe Progr3m. 

BE IT P>IACTEO BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF •oNT .. IA' 

(Refer to Introduced di11) 

Strike evervthing after the enacting clause and insert: 

Section t. Purpose. It is the purpose of (sections 

throuqn q} to establish a planning framework for tne 

develop~ent of a natural resource information system and to 

establish an ongoing ,.lantana natured heritage program. 

5ection z. Definitions. As used in [sections l through 

8]9 the following definitions apply: 

(1) •committee• m@ans th@ natural resource data syst@m 

advls~ry commltt@e created by [section 3]• 

{2) "Department• 11eans the department of 

administration cr@ated by 2-15-1001. 

(3) •Natural heritaqe program• means a program of 

infor~ation acquisition, storage, and retrieval for data 

relating to the flora, fauna, and biologtcal community types 

o~ "1ontana. 

('t) •Principal data sour'ce agencies" means any of the 

follo ... ·ing state aqencies: the department of natural 

-3- H8 765 
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fPSOtJrces and conservation, the department of f i Sht 

wildlife, and p~rks• the department of state lanos, th~ 

department of h~alth and envir0nwen~al scien(...es, thP 

OP.partment Jf aqrlculture, the department of hiqhw~ys. the 

state historical society• dnd the Montana university system. 

5ectior. 3. ~atu~al resource data ststell advisory 

commit. tee. (1) Ther~ is a natural resource ddt~ svste~ 

arlvisJry comwittee consistinq 

envir~nmental Quality council 

of 

and 

an employee of tne 

of each princip~l ddta 

source agency ap~ointed by the head of the respective state 

agencY• and by the board of reqents of high~r education for 

the Montana university system. 

(Z) The committee shall examine the following matte~s 

and ~ake recommeno~tions to the department head concerning: 

(a) criteri~ for the cateqorie~ and types of data to 

be collected for a natural resource information system; 

(b) criteria for the format of data cotlectjoni 

1 c I identif-ication of existing sources of rel-=-vant 

data in the public sectori 

( j) identification ot data acquisi~ion• storage, and 

r~tri~val methodologies that are economical and efficient, 

that minimize or eliminate the duplication of data bases• 

and thai utiliZe computer networking; 

(e) probable costs to agencies furnishing required 

data ~nd prob~ble costs of managing the data; 

-4- HS "T&S. 
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( f) probab 1 e benefits to be real i.zed by the 

establishment of a natural resource information system; 

(gJ operation of the Montana natural heritage program; 

and 

(h) other items the committee considers of importance 

to tt-ae establ isnment of a natural resource information 

Sy5t~'fl. 

(3l The department shall provide staft support to the 

committee, within the Jl~its of the depdrtment•s dvailable 

r"'!Sour ces. 

( 4) Committee members while enqaged in committee 

businPSS ~re entitled to be reimbursed for trdvel expenses 

as pr~vided for in 2-16-501 through 2-16-503. These expenses 

shall De borne hy the aqency employinq t~e ~ember. Each 

member serves at the pleasure of tne respective appointing 

authority. The committee shall es~ablish its own format for 

the c~nduct of meetinqs. 

~ection 4. Natural resource information system. (1) 

The :.1epartmentt in consultation 111ith the committee, shall 

~stabl i~h a planning framework for tne implementQtion of d 

n~tural reso~rc~ information system. This systew is to be a 

comprehensive orogram for the acquisition, storage., and 

rPtriev~l of 0 Xistinq data relatinJ to the naturdl resources 

of ~0~tana. 

(2) The departm~nt shall 9ive attention to the factors 

-s- HB 785 
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listed in subsection (2) of [section 3] and shall prepare 

any legislation necessary to imple•ent the system* 

(3) It is not intended that the system shall require 

field~ork or literature searches to produce data. The system 

is intended to facilitate the Manaqe•ent of data collected 

by state agencies in the normal course of their operations* 

Section 5. Natural her i taqe program* ( 1) There is a 

Montana natural he-ritage proqra~a to be operated by the 

dep~rtment. In order to establish the program• the 

department may contract with an independent contractor for a 

perio1 not to exceed 2 years. 

(2} The ~ontana natural herltaqe progra~ 5hall be 

designed to be compatible with similar programs In other 

states. This program is to be an initial step in tne 

formulation of the comprehensive natural resource 

information syst~m referred to in (section 4] and is to be 

consi~gred a part of the system. 

Section 6* Interaqency cooperation. {1) State aqencies 

shall cooperate ~ith the department and the committee in the 

planninq of th~ natural resource infor~ation system. 

(2) Withi:1 the 1 imits of available resources, state 

~qencles shall provide data reQuested by the aepartment for 

ourno~es of th~ Montana naturdl heritage program. If an 

aQency does not possess requested data or is unable to 

locate requested data. the a9ency shall inform the 
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department. It is not necessary for an agency to conauct 

field~ork or literature searches to obt~in requested datd. 

~ection 7. Availability of information. (l) Except as 

pn.>vided in subsection {3), the departmE-nt shall make 

infor~ation fro• the natural resource information system 

6 avail~ble to local• state. and federal agencies and to tne 

7 general public. 

8 

9 

(2) The department 

information requests in 

may estaolish a 

order to cover 

10 providing requ~sted information. 

fee syste111 for 

the costs of 

11 

12 

n 

l4 

13! If necessary, the department shall establish 

procedures to protect confidential 

possession of state agencies. 

information in the 

Section a. Environm~ntal quality council to monitor 

15 activities nf d@p~rtment and committee. The environmental 

16 quality council shall monitor and evaluate the activities of 

17 the 1epartment and the COfiiRii ttee under [sections 1 through 

18 7] and shall report its findings and recommendations to the 

19 legislatur~ by November 1, 1984· 

20 ;ection 9. Appropriation and funding. ( 1) There is 

21 appropriated from the general fund the amount of $10,000 for 

22 th~ biennium 8nding June 30, 1985. to the department of 

23 administration for the establishment of the Montana natural 

24 herit~g~ orogram and for support services to the natural 

25 resource data system advisory committe~. 

-7- HB 785 
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(?J The department of administr~tion may ~pply tor and 

may receive fundinq from ~rivate and public sources for tne 

puroose~ of [sections 1 throuoh d) an•J any such funds are 

dppro~riated to the dep~rtMent for ~uch purposes. 

-End-
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HOUSE BILL NO. 785 

INTRODUCED BY D. BRONNt ADDYt HARPERt KEHHISt ECKt 

FULLER, IYERSO~t SPAETH, MARKSt TURNAGEt BERTELSEN 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: •AN ACT '1'9--R~~RE-'I'He 

9EP~RfHEN'f--BF--~&M~N~R~'I'~BN-'I'B-EBN~~-FeR-E5'1'~8~~6~ 

8F-'fHE-~'f~NA-N~'I'~~-HERf'I'ASE--P*B&~N·--fB--PRB¥f&E--F&R 

&Bk~EEffBN--~B--Y5E-BF-N4'1'Y~~-RE68WR6E-BA~·-'fB-¥R&¥fBE-AN 

AfPRBPAfA'ffBN-FBA-fHE-&BN~AE'f-'I'B-E6fAB~H-'fHE-Pft8GA~f--'f8 

PII8YME-FIHI~6-FBR-fi+E-PRB&AIIM 1 '-ME118fN6-5E&f~BN!i-U-f-51Hy 

f5-~r-f9fy--IINB--IS-Sf-f9~y--Mewt-AHB-PIIBYf8fN6-IIN-EFFE&'f~ 

B!II'I'E IQ...UUILU1:1...4...tullllllii&..£8AIIe.t!IQ&l FOB THf QFVFLQPIIENJ 

Cf...4~AlUB6~ ~~~QUaCE 'INEQBMAJlQO SJSifii-AUD-lQ...~I&BLJSH AN 

~~QlH~ ...... IIQUIAHi ...... ~AIU&lL-ij[BlilGE,eBaiBAIIL...tND PBQXIDlWi..,~ 

AUB.lii!B.l&llQ!i•• 

~HEREAS• various departments of state governMent, 

including the Departments of ~atural Resources and 

Conservation; Flsht Wildlife, and Parks; State lands; Health 

and EnvironMental Sciences; and Agriculture and various 

branches of the university syste~ independently collect 

natur31 resource lnfor•a~lon for different purposes, using 

manual and au~omated eethods; and 

~HEREASt although ideally there should be an Integrated 

natural resource lnfor•atlon SJStem, such a sophisticated 
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syste~ would be extra•ely costly becaMse Of the unique and 

distinctly different requirements of each depart•ent; and 

~HEREASe e~forts should be made to expedite the 

develop•ent of separate but compatible systems and to 

catalog this data and •ake it avallabla for departaent and 

statewide use; and 

WHEREAS, a natural heritage progra•· begins by 

developing a classification system to conceptually organize 

the ele.ents of natural diversity in the state. and ~his 

classification serves as a framework for categorizing 

natural landscape information to facilitate co•parJson of 

sl•ilar ele.ents and recognize dissl•flar ale .. nts; and 

WHEREAS, 33 states have already developed progra•s to 

collect and manage information on their natural heritage• 

and the methods used by those state programs are available 

to "lor. tan a; and 

WHEREAS, the classifica~ion system embodied in the 

natural heri~age prograM should be a working one that 

retai~s the flexibility to be changed as need dictates so 

that n~w cat~gories may be added or preexisting categories 

subdi~lded and, within classes, ele~nts •ay be added or 

d91etea as new information becomes available; and 

'llfHEREAS, a natural heritage progra• is needed to 

eliminate costly duplication and enhance the efficiency of 

natur=d resource data collection and to pr0vide a valuable 

-z-
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(f) probable benefl~s to be realized by the 

esteblish.ant of a na~ural resource Jnfor•ation syste•; 

(g) operation of the ~ontana natural heritage progra~; 

and 

(hJ other lte•s the com•lttee considers of iMportance 

to the establishment of a natural resource infor•atlon 

systetP. 

(l) The depart~t shall provide staff support to the 

co .. ittee• within the liBits of the depart.ent•s available 

resor.trces. 

( 4) Co-l ttee •e•bers whJ1e engaged in co••lttee 

business are entitled to be·reimbursed for travel expenses 

as provided for in 2-18-501 throuqh Z-18-503. These expenses 

shall be borne by tha agency e.ploylng the •eaber• Each 

meaber serves at the pleasure of the respective appolntin.g 

authority. The com•ittee shall establish its own for••t for 

the conduct of meetings. 

sectian ~. ~atural resource Information syste•• (1) 

The department, In consultation with the committee, shall 

est:abl isn a planning framelolort<: for the iiiiP1ementatlon of a 

natural resource information srstem. This system is to be a 

co•prehensive progra~ for the acquisition, storage, and 

retrieval of existing data relating to the natural resources 

of Montana. 

(2) The department shall give attentloo to the factors 
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liste1 in subsec~ion (Z) of [section 3] and shall prepare 

any legislation necessary to imple.ent the stste•• 

(3) It is not intended that the system shall require 

field-ork or literature searches to produce data. The syste• 

iS intendeD to facilitate the manage•ent of data collected 

by state agencies In the norMal course or their operations. 

Section 5. Natural heritage progr~•· (1) There is a 

Montana n,.tural her ltage prograa to be opera~ed by the 

depart.ent. In order to establish the progra11o the 

depart•ent aay contract with an independent contractor for a 

period not to exceed 2 years. 

(Z) The Montana natural heritage prograa. shall be 

desig~ed to be ca.patfble with similar progra~s in other 

states. This program is to be an initial step In ~he 

for•ulation of the co11prehans i ve natural resource 

information systeM referred to In [section 4] and is to be 

considered a pdrt of the system. 

Se-ction 6-. Interagency cooperation. (lJ State agencies 

shall cooperate with the department and the co•MJttee in the 

planning of the natural resource infOrmation syste•• 

( 2) Within the 1 ill-its of available resources, state 

agencies shall provide dat~ requested by the department for 

purposes of the Montana natural herft~9e proqraa. If an 

agency joes not possess requested data ~r Is unable to 

locate req~ested data9 the a9ency shall infon• the 

-6- HI! 785 
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d8fliill'i'\~,. n:<i 'I*" rift•·,~~-·~· atl'~'tb'c:"o~ 

f'tlt1~' ot'' ti'ttw'll't.tirtf', snrd><fs· tl:l ·o~•;.,. nt.,..tihl data• 

S'&f't'tWW• 1;• A'Vtlt'lliflli'l ft'y aT' il'/'fotilll'lt1tltto• 1h• El<ft!*' as• 

pl'bWtt1ilf' lit" s~IJllli'' (!1,.. t,.. <Nipl!ot~iill'll'l slifl'l' ~~~-

1~ f'I'UII>. tttr ·~l I"'Wbtlrt:ll. tl>f't:irill~·s~n• 

avl!ff1a'b't'lr ttr· lcol:al9· s'titt--.•·allil·'i1>~' ~«Mel 'OK 'alllr· >t'• the 

general· ptr~~-'r~•· 

('Zl Ttiii' d_,.ttilliillift'• l!ll!IV'. e>noall'lhl'f a· fee syst-fof" 

ln1'itr'O!atl0ft'' r~ In· Of'!Htt, to'· COVW ttft!' costs of 

prl:l¥1 ding reque's-;oiHf, intbi'tolft'foft'i.· 

(3-J· It nt!Cltn'W\f•t' ttW' d*JliiA.IItilit' sli*'il' e'$UIJ'I'Isrt 

prtiftdl'lniS' to pi'it~1: ecm'P'h!Whtial ln'fcmoUIIiir lh· tW 

pos'SWSIU.. of' st~ aqfil'l:'fd·. 

sitel:'idlt'B'o:• Ef'Nirtil'flllflfltlrt qUlt'I'H:.y·· eeUtlt"l1" t'••116fnft~ 

aC'tlV'f'ttes ·or d~l',~ atilt~ ctbilllt'~tee;, Ttie en¥'1tohilletl1:a1· 

qU'8'11ty· c<>unell · sflafl' llllirlt'Ooi"' amt ...wt-''1:1W'I!I'C't1¥f\'Hrs 'Of· 

tlri!f d~11ieftt al\d·tM•eotliliitit-utR!Wr· ['s'ectlon~ 1 throog~t 

7] am~:· shi!fl'f' r~·· it% f ll'ill'.., alii! r~t>tft- tt> tiM· 

1 egt·st"atUA'· by Nb<.llliiJoli 19 ~~~·· 

~ eet Hm 9' Aj:>~j)l' lli1:'t01'1 a ltd funttho~ ( H T"*re Is 

apfn'oprlati!d tr_.'l::llil"gjlmlrii't"'ftlil!f'l tM' .~ of' ......,.,.. 

1M" !'"or t"*"" b'l~lllli" iflll!l'f'ftlt' ~· 3"'' 11fS~'· to the 

dWpftl't'ilrl!ltrt'' of" adWFttl'VtTaHoll ''for' i:.IM> <Htiiti'fl<:ftMtt't of the 

~.Jnatunrthlh'hlnp'"~"~~>-~·,.~ ·,~, 

ttte'·nlfttir·al A>rimlee·'da~ts.,..y•colilllfttee• 
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tZ'l The'""""._.tlrlih'l'l'· o'f ai'IMii'tlstratlon .,_,,.,pft~·y for affd'' 

•ay· racei'Ye· futfllin'g'f"roin·~rlvitte' anll'pablle sources' ·for 1:.tte· 

purposes of [sections 1 tl'it6ugtr 8) and any such funi'lll a-i"i> 

app'r'o!)r l•t~cf' to tfle ~pa'1'1:1r1Wt!t' fof· suer.• purpous;. · 
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