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1 . BILL NOe _-5 1 catalog this data and make it available for department and
2 INTRODUCED BY i, M 2 statewide use; and

3 &Jd_/,m ’7:}7 -7 0 3 WHEREAS, a natural heritage program | begins by
& éfm AN ACT ENTITLED: AN ACT TO REQUIRE THE , 4 developing a classification system to conceptually organize
5 DEPARTMENT OF ADMINISTRATION TG CONTRACT FGR ESTABLISHMENT 5 the elements of natural diversity in the stater and this
& OF THE MONTANA MATURAL HERITAGE PROGRAM3 TO PROVIDE FOR &  classification serves as a framework for categorizing
T COLLECTION AND USE OF NATURAL RESOURCE DATA; TO PROVIDE AN T natural landscape information to facilitate comparison of
8 APPROPRTATION FOR THE CONTRACT TO ESTABLISH THE PROGRAM: TO 8 similar elements and recognize dissimilar elements; and

9 PROVITZE FUNDING FOR THE PRUGRAM; AMENDING SECTIONS 15-1-501, 9 V"HEREASs 33 states have already developed programs to
10 15-32-1297¢ AND 15-51-103y #MCA; AND PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE 10 collect and manage information on their natural herlitages
11 DATE." 11 and the methods used by those state programs are available
12 2 to Montanai and

13 WA1EREASs wvarious departments of state governments 13 WHEREASy the classification system ewmbodied in the
14 including the Gepartments of Natural Resources and 14 natural heritage program should be a working one that
15 Conservation: Fishy Mildlife, and Parks; State Lands; Health 15 retains the flexibility to be changed as need dictates so
156 and Environmental Sciences; and Agriculture and various 16 that new categories may be added or praexisting categories
17 branches of the wuniversity system independently collect 17 subdivided and; within classesy elements may be added or
18 natural resource Information for different purposesy wusing is deleted as new information becomes available; and

19 manual and automated methods; and 19 WHEREAS, & natural heritage program s needad to
20 A4EREASe although ideally there should be an integrated 20 eliminate costly duplication and enhance the efficiency of
21 natural resource information systemy such a2 sophisticated 21 natural resource data collection and to provide a valuable
22 system would be extremely costly because of the unique and 22 source of that information for state governmentsy industrys
23 distiactly different roquirements of each department;: and 23 and otner groups.

24 HHEREASy efforts should be made to expedite the 24 THEREFOREsy the State of Montanasy as a First step in
25 development of separate but compatible systems and to 25 devels2ing a natural resource information system establishes
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a Montana Natural Heritage Programe.

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA:

SEE_SECII0ON. Section 1. Establishment of a Montana
natural heritage programe The department of administration
shall contract for a period of 2 years for the establishment
of th= Mantana natural heritage programs This program is
intended to be the first component of an integrated and
comprehensive natural resource data collection,s storages and
retrieval system and to be compatible with similar programs
in other =states. At the end of the 2-year contracts the
departsent shall assume full responsibpility for the
maintenance and enhancement of the program.

NEH_SECIIONs Section 2« MNatural resource information
system -- development. A steering committee composed of
representatives of the departments of natural resources and
canservation; fishs wildlifes and parks; state lands; health
and eavironmental sciences; and agriculture and of the
university system shall advise the department of
administration on development and administration of a
womprehensive natural resource information systeme The
steoring committee must be coordinated by the aoffice of the
governors

ﬂEI_SEEIIDM; Section 3. Departments to submit datae

(1} The department of administrations in consultation with

-
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the steering committee established in [section 2)s shall
establish criteria for the categories and typas of natural
resource data to be included in and added to the naturatl
resource information system and the Montana natural heritage
programe

{2} The departmsents of natural resources and
conservation; fishy wildlifes and parks; state lands; health
and environmental sciencesi and agriculture and appropriate
units of the university system shall submit relevant natural
resource data as required under subsection (I) to the
department of administration Ffor inclusion in the Montana
natural heritage program and in other components of the
natural resource information systeme

YEH.SELCIIONa. Section &+ Availability of information.
{1) The aepartment of adsinistration shall make the
inforaation from the natural heritage program available to
agencies of state government and interested organizations
and individualse.

{Z) The department shall establish and periodically
ravise a system of user fees to cover the costs of
responding to requests for inforaation.

MEW_SECIION. Section S. Fundings (1) The
administrative and operating expenses necessary to develop
and maintain the Montana natural heritage program must be

paid from the revenues derived from the electric energy

-y -
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producars® license tax established in 15-51-101 +to the
natural resource information system accounte

{2} The department of administration may receive
grants or other funds from private and public sources for
the purposes of [sections 1 through 5}

Section 6« Sectiont 15-1-501y MCAy is amended to read:

*15-1-50t., Disposition of monays from certain
designated license and other taxese. (1) The state treasurer
shall deposit to the credit of the state genegal fund all
moneys received by him from the collection of:z

(a} automobile driver®s license fees under subsections
(1) through (6) of 61-5-111;

tby all..funds__derived _from..the electric energy
proda~erss producers” license taxes under chapter 51 that
regaln_after allocatioo woder.  15-31-103  for. _fhe _pucposes
previded ip_[sections 1 gheough 515

(cy wmetalliferous mines license taxes under chapter

{d) oil and gas severance taxes allocated to the
general fund under chapter 36}

(e) VYiquor VYicense taxes under Title 163

{f) +telephone license taxas under chapter 53; and

(g) inheritance and estate taxes under Title 72,
chapter lé6a

{2} Seventy-five percant of all moneys received from
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the ctollection of income taxes under chapter 30 and
corporation license and income taxes under chapter 3y
except as provided in 15-31-T02¢ shall be deposited in the
general fund subject to the prior pledge and appropriation
of such income tax and corporation license tax collections
for the payment of long-range building program bondss The
remajning 25% of the proceeds of the corporation license
taxs excluding that allocated to the counties under
15-31-702+ corporation Income taxs and income tax shall be
deposited to the craedit of the earmarked revenue fund for
state equalization aid to the public schools of Montana.

(3) The state treasurer shall also deposit to the
credit of tha state general fund all moneys received by him
from the collection of 1license taxesy feaesy and all net
revees and receipts from a1l other sources under the
oparation of the Montana Alcocholic Beverage Code.®

Section 7« Section 15~32-107s MCAs is amended to read:

®*15-32-10T« Loans by utitities and financial
institutions ~~ tax credit for interest differential. {1) A
public wutility providing electFicity or natural gas may
install or pay for the installation of energy conservation
materials or recognized nonfossil forms of energy generation
systews in a dwellinge The utility may agree with the
occupant of the dwelling that the occupant shall raeimburse

tha utility for its expenditure in periodic instaliment
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payments added to the occupant’s regul ar bill for
electricity or natural gas. The utility may charge interest
not exceeding the equlvalent of 7X per year on the declining
balance of the sum advanced for the installation of energy
conservation materials and recognized nonfossil foras of

enargy generation Systems.

{2) A financial instlitutions as defined in 32-6-103,
may offer and make loans at an interest rate not less than 2
percentage points below the discount rate on 90-day
commercial paper in affect at the federal reserve bank in
the ninth federal reserve district.

(3] A public wutility or a financial institution
lending money under this section may compute the difference
between Interast it actually receives on such transactions
and the interest which would have been receaived at the
prevailing average interest rate for home improvement loanse
as prescribed in rules made by the public service
commissions The utility may apply the difference so computed
as a credit agaiast its tax 1liability for the electrical
energy producer®s license tax under 15-51-101 or for the
corporation license tax under chapter 31ls part 1. The
public service commission shall regulate rates in such a
manner that a utility making loans under this section may
not make a profit as the result of this sectiones The

financial institution may apply the difference so computed

—"-

10
11
12
13
14
s
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24

z5

LC 08¢i/s01

as a credit against its tax liability for the corporation
licens2 tax under chapter 31y part k.

{(4) A utility may not claim a tax credit wunder this
section exceeding the revepues depasited te ihe gepneral fund
undar_L3-51=-103(1)fh) or $500+000 in any tax years whichever
ls__l255. A financial institution way not claim a tax credit
under this section exceeding 324000 in any tax years

{5) The public service commission may make rules to
inmplement this section as it shall apply to public utilities
onlys™

Section 8. Section 15-51-103y MCAes is amended to read:

"]15-51-103., Disposition of revenue -- interest on
delinguencys Fhe--department--eof--revenue-—--shati---receipt
therefsr--and-=proaptiy--turn--the=--~ssge--over--to-the-stote
treassrery (1) Eeveouss. frow  .the license._tax_ susi.. be
deposited as_follawsi

Lal__10%x__but._not pore thaon $200:000s to the eacmacked
rexenue fund to_the credit of . patural_resgurce ioformailoo
systes_account_for use by the departsent _of _admigistratico
for_the_purpases of (seckilons A_through 5li

th)._the resainder to¢. the gegeral funds

{2) Taxes not met on the due date shall become
delinguent, and a penalty of 10X plus interest at the rate
of 1% per month or fraction of a month computed on the total

of tar and penalty shall be charged.*
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NEM_SECTION. Section 9. Appropriation. There is
appropriated from the natural resgurce information systems
account in the earmarked revenue fund the amount of $320,000
for the bienniua ending June 30, 1985y to the department of
administration for the purpose of contracting for the
establishment of the Montana natural heritage programe

NEW_SECTION. Section 10s Effective datee This act s
effective July le 1983,

-End-~
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STATE OF MONTANA
REQUEST NO. .. __??.0_:-_8.3.,-

FISCAL NOTE
Farm BD-13

In compliance with a written request received February 16, . 19 83

N}-l.q_l_xse Bill 785

, there is hereby submitted a Fiscal Note

for pursuant to Chapter 53, Laws of Montana, 1985 - Thirty-Ninth Legislative Assembly.

Background information used in developing this Fiscal Note is available from the Office of Budget and Program Planning, to members

of the Legisiature upon request.

DESCRIPTION OF PROPOSED I.EGISLATiON:

House Bill 785 requires the Depértment of Administration to contract for the establish-
ment of the Montana Natural Heritage Program to provide a system for the collection
and use of selected natural resource data.

ASSUMPTIONS:

1) In addition to the cost of the contracted services of §320,000, additional
costs have been identified which will be required to implement the project and
process the data on the state's computer system.

a. 1.0 FTE will be required to act as program manager to administer the
contract, to coordinate information needs of the departments, and to
insure the system contracted for, is compatible with existing systems now
operating on the state's computer system.

b.  Operating costs will be incurred to store and process the natural resource
data on the state's computer system.

FISCAL IMPACT:

Expenditures: FYB4 FY85 Total Biennium

Personal Services § 30,500 $ 30,500 $§ 61,000
Contracted Services 160,000 160,000 320,000
Other Operating Expenses 5,000 50,000 55,000
Participating Agencies' Expense _ 30,000 -35,000 65,000
$225,500 $275,500 $501,000

Continued

AR

BUDGET DIRECTOR
Office of Budget and Progr?w Planning

Date:’ﬁz- -2 1-¥3




COMMENTS :

Continuing operational costs are estimated to be $180,000 per biennium in the future.
This is the first phase of an integrated natural resource information collection,
storage and retrieval system and additional costs may be necessary to expand and
enhance the system in the future.

FISCAL NOTE 15: Y/2
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Approved by Comm,
on Appropriations

1 HOUSE BILL NOe. 785 1 system would be extremely costly because of the wunique and

z INTRODUCED BY D BROWNes ADDYs HARPERy KEMMISe ECKY 2 aistinctly different reguirements éf each department; and

E FULLERy IVERSONy SPAETHs MARKSs TURNAGEs 3ERTELSEN 3 AHEREAS efforts <should be made to expedite the

& 4 develapment of separate but compatible systems and +o

5 A BILL FOk AN ACT ENTITLED: WAN  ALT  FO--REGUEIRE--FHE 5 catalog this data and make it availatle for department and
.9 BEPARFMENTF-~OF -~ APRENFSTRATEON-FO-EONFRACTF-FER-ESTFABEISHMENT 6 statemide use; and

7 BF=FrE - MONFANA—NAFIRAE -~ HERFFAGE-~PROGRAMt——FB-~PROVEDE-~FER 7 WHEREASs a natural her itage prograw begins by
q EBELEEFION-~ANB-—HSE-OF -NATURAL ~RESAUREE-PATA+-FB-PREVEDE-AN 3 developing a classification system to conceptually organize
9 APPRIPRIATLON-FOR-THE-GONFRAEF~FO-ESFAREESH-FHE-PREBCRAHY--F4 9 the elements of natural diversity in the stater and this
10 PROVEDE-FONSENG - FOR-FHE-PROGRANS-ARENBENG-SECFEBHS- 45~ 581y 10 classification serves as a framework for categorizing
1 +5-32=30F - —ANB-—15-53-183y-~HEAL - AND-PREVIBING-AN-EFFEETIVE 11 natural landscape information to facilitate comparison of
12 BA¥E T _ESIABLISH A _PLANMING FRAMEJORK_FOR _THE_  DEVELOPHENI 12 similar elements and recoanize dissimilar elements; and

13 QF_A NATURAL RESQURCE_INEQORMATILION SYSTEM_AND_IQ _ESTABLISH_AN 13 HWHEREASy 33 states have already developed pregrams to
14 OBGOING. _MONTANA_ NATURAL_WERIIAGE_PRUCRANL AMD. PROVIDING AN 14 ccllact and manage information on their natural heritages
15 APPBUPRIATIUN™ 15 and the methods used by those state programs are available
14 16 to Montana; ana
17 YHEREASy various departments of state gavernmentey 17 WHEREAS,y the classification system embodies in the
1 including the Departments of Natural Resources and 13 natural heritage program should ba & 4orking one that
19 Conservation;: rishe Wildlife, and Parks; State Lands;i Health 19 retains the flexibility to be changed as need dictates so
290 and Environmental Sciences; and Agriculture and various 26 that new cateoories may be added or preexisting categories
21 branchaes of the university system independently collect 21 subdivided andsy within ¢lassesy elements may be added or
22 natural resource information for different purposesy using 22 deleted as new information hecomes available; and
23 manual and autcmated methods; ana 23 WHERTASy a natural heritage program is needed to
24 WHEREASy aithough ideally there should be an inteqrated 24 eliminate costly duplication and enhance the efficiency of
I natural resource information systemy Such a sophisticated 2% natural resource data ccllectlon and to praovide a valuable

-2- Hy T8%
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source of that information for state governments industrys
and other groupse

THEREFOREs the State of Montanas as 3 first step in
deyeloping a natural rescurce information system establishes

4 Montana Natural Heritage Progiam.

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MGNTAMA:
(Refer to Introduced gill)
Stri ke everything after the enacting clause and insert:

Section 1a Purpose. It is the purpose of {sections 1
througnh 91 to establish a planning framework for the
development of 2 natural resource informaticn system and to
establish an ongoing Montana natural ﬁeritage programe

Section 2. Definitionse As used in [sections 1 through
83y the following definitions applys

(l) "“Committee®" means the naturat resource data system
advisary committee created by [section 3].

{2) "Department™ means the department of
admini stration created by 2-15-1001.

{3) ™Natural heritaqe program™ means a pragram of
information acquisitions storagey and retrieval for data
relating ta the floray faunay and biolougical community types
of Montana.

(%) TmPrincipal data source agencies" means any of the

fotlowing state agenciess: the department of natural

-3~ HB 785
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resources and conservations the department of fasne
wildlifey and parkss the department of state lanase the
departiment of health and environmental sciencessy the
gepartment af aqriculturey the department of highwdyss the

state historicat societyy and the Montana urniversity SysStems

Section 3. Natural resource data system advisory
committeas {1} There is a natural resource dats SYStem
advisary comrittee consisting of an  employee of tne

environmental quality council! and of each principal data
source agency apaainted by the head of the respective state
agencys and by the poard of regents of higher education for
the Montana university system.

{2) The committee shall examine the folluwing wmatters
and make recommendations to the department nhead concerning:

{a) criteria for the cateqories and types of data to
pe collected for 3 natural resource information sSystem;

{b) criteria for the forwat of data collection;

(c) identification of existing sources of relevant
data in the public sector;

{4) identification of gata acquisitions storages ang
retrieval methodologies that are economical and efficient,

that minimize or el iminate the duplication of data basesy

‘and that utitize computer networking;

{e) probable costs to agencies furnishing required

data apd probable costs of managing the data;

-4=- H3 T&5
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(f) probable benefits to be realized by the
establishment of a natural resource information system;

(g} woperation of the Montana natural heritage program;

{(h) other items the committee considers of importance
to the establishment of a natural resource information
systen.

{3) The department shall provide staft support to the
cormitteey within the limits of the department®s available
resaurceses

[24} Committee members while engaged in committee
business Aare entitled to be reimbursea for travel expenses
as provided for in 2-18-501 through 2-18-503, These expenses
shall be borne by the agency employing the membere Each
member serves at the pleasure of the respective appainting
author itys The committee shall establish its own format for
the canduct of meetingse

Section 4. Matural resource information systems (1)
The departments in consultation with the committeey shall
establisn a nlanning framework for tne implementation of a
natural resource information systems This system is to be a
comprehensive orogram  for the acquisitions storages and
retrinrval of =xisting data relating to the natural resources
of Montanas

(2) The department shall qive attention to the factors

-5- HE 785
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listed in subsection (2) of [section 3] and shall prepare
any legislatinn necessary to implement the systema

(3) It is not intended that the system shall require
fieldemork or titerature searches to produce datas. The system

s intended to facilitate the manaqement of data cocllected

by state agencies in the normal course of their operationse

Section S. Matural heritage programe {1} There is a
Montana natural herlitage program to be operated by the
denartments In order to establish the programe the
department may contract with an independent contractor for a
period not to exceed 2 yearse

{2y The *ontana natural heritage program shall be
designed to be compatible with similar programs In other
states. This program §is to be an initial step in the
formul ation af the comprehensive natural resource
informatiaon system referred to in [section 4] and is to be
considered a part of the systems

Section 6« Interagency cooperationa (1) State agencies
shall cooperate with the department and the committee in the
glanning of the natural resource information systems

{2} Within the limits of available resourcesy state
agencies shall provide data requested by the aepartment for
purposes of the Montana natural heritage program. If an
agencv does not possess requested data or is unable to

lacate requested datay the agency shall inform the

-6- HB TBS
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department. It is npot necessary for an agenty t6 conduct
fieldvork or literature searches to obtain requested datae

Section 7. Availability of informationa. (L) Except as
provided in subsection {3}y the department shall make
information from the natural resource jnformation system
available to locale statey and federal agencies and to the
general publice

{(2) The department may establisn a fea system for
information requests in order to cover the costs of
proﬁiding requasted information;

{3y IFf necessarys the department shall establish
procedures to protect confidential information in the
possession of state agencieses

Section 8. Environmental quality councii to monitor
activities of department and committee. The environmental
quality council shall monitor and evaluate the activities of
the department and the committee under [sections 1 through
71 and shall report its findings and recommendations to the
legislature by November 1y 1984

Section 9« Apprapriation and fundings (1) There is
appropriated from the general fund the amount of $10v000 for
the biennium ending June 30y 1985+ to the department of
administration for the establishment of the Montana natural
heritage program and for support services to the natural

resource data system advisory committesz.

-7~ HB T85
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(2) The department of administration may apply for and
may receive funding from private and public scurces for the
purooses of [sections 1 throuoh 3] and any such funds are
approsriated to the department for such purposes.

—End-

8- HB 785
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HOUSE BILL NO. T85
INTRODUCED BY D. BROWNe ADDYe HARPER» KEMMISs ECK,
FULLERy IVERSUONe SPAETHy MARKSe TURNAGEs BERTELSEN

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: AN ACT F8--REQUERE—TFHE
GEPART HENT—=BF ~=~ABMINESTRAFEON-FO-CONFRAGF ~FOR—ESTABEFSHMENT
BE ~FHE ~MINTF ANA~NATURAL~~HEREFAGE-~PRAGARANY~—FB—~PREVEBE~-FBR
COLLEE FFON——ANE~~YUS E-BF-NATURAL ~RESBURCE ~BAFA S -FO—PROVEBE-AN
APPREPREFAFEON-FOR~FHE-CANFRAECT-FO~ESFABLISH-FHE-PROGAANS-~F8
PROVEDE-FUNBINS-FOR-FHE-PRBGRAN 1~ AMEND ENG -5 EETIONS -1 5~1 501y
35~32—20Fy—~ANB-~25=53~1 03¢~ ~NE A ~ANB-PROVEDENG-AN~EFFEGTIVE
BATE TO_ESTABLISH A_PLANNING ERAMENQRK FOR THE _DEVELOPMENT
OF .4 NATURAL BESOURCE INENRMATION SYSYEM ANO IO ESIABLESH AN
ONGOING_.MONIANA. . .NATURAL HERITAGE PRUGAAM: AND PEOVIDING. AN
APPROPEIAIION."

HHEREAS,y various departments of state gevernment,
including the Departments of Natural HResources and
conservation; Fishs Wildlifes and Parksi State Lands; Health
and Environmental Sciences; and Agriculture and wvarious
dranches of the wunlversity system independently collect
natural resource information for different purposessy using
manual and automated methods; and

WHEREASy although ideally there should be an integrated

natural resource information systeme Such a sophisticated
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system would be extremely costly becawse of the unique and
distinctly different requirements of each departaent; and

AHEREAS, efforts should be made to expedite the
development of separate but compatible systems and to
catalog this data and make it avallabla for departsent and
statewide use; and

WHEREASy & natural heritage prograwm - begins by
developing a classification system to conceptually organize
the elements of natural divarsity in the sStates and this
classification serves as a framewerk for categorizing
natural landscape information to facilitate comparison of
similar elements and recognize dissimilar elements; and

WHEREASy 33 statas have already developad prograass to
cellect and manage information on thelr natural heritages
and the methods used by those state programs are available
to Mor:tana; and

WHEREASy the <classification system embodied in the
natural heritage program should be a working one that
retains the flexibility to be changed as need dictates so
that naw categories may be added or preexisting cateqories
subdivided andy within classesy elements may be added or
galeted as new information becomes available; and

#HEREASs @ natural heritage program s needed to
eliminate costly duplication and enhance the efficiency of

natur=1 resource data coltection and to provide a valuable

-2- HB TB5
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soprce. of - that. infacmation.for, skate. gonernagnts  Fodustrys
angd. ofheg. grouDSa
THERGFAREs  the. State. of; Mantapa. as.a first, step.ion

dayeleping. a natupsl . reapucee i nfermation, system establishas.

a_Mootana.Naguepl . Hagltags. P rograny,

BE. 17, ENAGTER-.BY., THE. LEGISLAKVAE. O, THE, STATE OF NONTANA:.
(Ragtex. to Introguced. 8§11).
Stri ke, everything,after, tha.epactiog, clouse. and inserts

Section. le Purposes It is the purpese of, [sectiens. 1
through. 9]. to. essahlish. a. planming. framework. fog. the

developmant. of a natyral. resource.iofermation system.and. to.
establ i sh.an, ongolng MontanA. naturpl;hec) tage. Prograss,

Section.2e, Dufinitionss As.used.in. {sections.1 . through.
3]s the folioming. defialtiens, applys.

{1). "Gosmittea%.mmaps.the natural.resource.data system.
aqguisary cosmittes created. by [sestion.3]a

{2}, “DepartmepkY.  mgang.  tha, depactaent. of.
admioistrasion created by 2157100k,

(3); *Naturpl.heritage, progras®. meank. a, program. of.
information.  acquigitione Btordgas, 3and. retrieval.fer daga
relating. to the. floray. faynas and. bielogical .commynlty. types
of . Mentana.

(4E. '?ﬂincieggidatagsgn(egﬁpg!ggjq;ganggnigan;gota tha.

following  state . agenciegt.  the, depjrteant. of. natural.

-3y, HA.T8%
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17~
18,
19 -

20
21
22

23 .

24,
25
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resources apd. copservationy the department of: Fishs
wildlifes aBnd- parkge. the department- of- state landsy. the.
department of. health and. environmental sciencesy the:
departmgnt. of. agricyltures the department. of- highways.. the.
state histogical. sQuistys and-.the Montapn-udDiversity . systeme.

Section 3« Natural. resource. daty. system. advisgry-
compittene. (1), There, is. a. natural resource, daty. system.
adwisory  committeg. consisting. of an. employes. of: tha
envirpnmental. quallity, ceuncil)  and. of each principal date-
Soures agency.appointed. by the: head of the_respactive . state.
agancys . oagd by, the beard of regents.of:highar, education. for.
the Mopntana university sysiom,.

(2) . The.committes:shal) ezamine. tbhe.following: matters:
and. make, recpmmendatisns. to tha. depaciteent. head.congetnings.

(a); criteria.for. the.cotegogries and tyons.of data. to
ba.collectad For, a . natural resourde lofersation: systemi

(#). critepia. feor.the.format of ;data collectiont.

{¢). identification. of. existing saurces- of:relevant:
date.in. the public. sector;

{d)} identification of data .acquisitione Stofagse. and
rarrigvgl. methpdolegies; that.are economical and efficiente.
that wininize. or. eliminate. the duplication of data basesy.
and that utllize computer .natworkings

(el probablec Costs ., te. agasaien. furnishing.yeauired.
datq and probaple costs . of managing the data;s -

—&= - HR.T8S
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(f) probable benefits to be realized by the
establ ishmant of a natural resource Information system;

(g) operation of the Montana natural heritage progyram;
and

{h} other items the committee considers of importance
to the establishment of a natural resource inforasation
system.

¢3) The department shall provide staff support to the
committeas within the 16nit§ of the department®s available
resour Cese

(4} Committee members while engaged In committee
business are entitled to be reimbursed for travel expenses
as provided for in 2-18-501 through 2-18-503. These expenses

shall be borne by the agency employing the members Each

member serves at the pleasure of the respective appointing.

authoritye The committee shall establish its own format for
the cuﬁduct of meetings.

Section 4s Natural resource infarmation sSystemes (1)
The departmenty in consultation with the committeey shall
establisn a planning framework for the implementation of a
natural resource information systems This system is to be a
comprehensive prograr for the acquisitiony storages and
retrieval of existing data relating to the natural resources
of Montanae

{2} the department shall give attention to thé factors

-5 HB 785
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Tisted in subsection (2) of [section 3] and shall prepare
any Yegislation necessary to implement the systems

{3) It is not intended that the system shaIi require -
fieldsork or literature searches to produce data. The system
is intendag to facilitate the management of. data <collected
by state agencies in the normal course of their operations.

Section 5. Natural heritage program. (1) TYhere fs a
Montana natura) heritage program to be operated by the
departments In order to establish the -brogramo the
department may contract with an independent cnntractof for a
period not to excead 2 yearss

{2) The Montana natural heritage program. shall be
gesigned to be compatible with similar programs in other

statese This program is to be an initial step In the

formulation of the conprehansive natural resource

information system raferred to in [section 4] and is to be
considerad a part of the system.

Section 6+ Interagency cooperations {1) State agencies
shall cooperate with the department and the coinittee in the
planning of the natural resource information systema

{2) MWithin the limits of avallable resourcesy state
agancies shall provide data requested by the department for
purposes of the Montana natural heritage programe If an
agency Jdoes not possess requested data or Iis unable to

locate requested datas the agency shall inform the

-6~ HB 785
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ASPETTIERELT TR 1SS T nURRET Fr o alenEy th condty
FLETHROPK" oF 1) ViFiiture” searches: to obtain" reguestas daty.

SEEETER- 7. AVGIIENEY Ty of” inFothatithe: (1§ Exdept as:
proei &g ine sHtNREETSNY (B v dipavibeiiit: she1Y’ make

I NFOrREEN FEUIP TN WHEPST roourte: | APHFITON systan

avsT 19T th 1 otaly stitey whl FoUEFRT agoncles adll te the
general pubi¥es’

(21 THé abpSTrEMent” muy’ oStadtish a' fee systew’fot
infornation’ rofuests’ Th- order to" coved the” costs of
providing réquested inTtiristioms:

(,a,,f If . necuSsdvyyt the deperimsnt’ sheT¥’  esesbtisw

procedires’ to piotect conPiBentisl informstii ih W

possESsion: of statd ageiciubs:

SedtH o B = ENVI PO qiAftity codltil™ te- wonivor

acr Tty of d@hErteie” shit® comwttive: Tha: envivohimewtal’
quality-councl 1 stiaty’ il toi” and swaTuave ‘the activities of
the - dEpirtament  and’ thié cowlitttee: unther [sections 1 throvgh
7] and- shal¥ repgbvi- ity FInTFREE ahlt reCORMISHENETONS to  the:
TegisTature by NodEsbEr 1% 1584~

Section 9i APpPEpriatton aind’ funtings (1) There is
appropeiatet Froif the giEers FUAEY the: ailtnk: of SHOFHoD
HeF  fort ther Dihimlul® oilFng Junes 3% 198550 to  the-
depdrtatnt of adwintstration For the  eodtabTichment of the
NG naturat’ vt tage pREaEdn ana S FSV- s SR T SERNT S to"
the natral reseurce datesysténiaddisory committes.

=T HB' TBS -

e ‘ot

(2) The depdtitidrt of admiiistration may  apply for affd™
may’ receive fuffding from private’ and public sources for the
purposes of [séctions 1 th¥6ugh B) and any such funds are
appropgtiat¥d’ to thi departwint fof such purposese:

=Bt
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