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A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT CREATING A
CLASSIFICATION OF SHORTHANO REPORTERS T3 BE KNOWN AS
CERTIFIED SHORTHAND REPORTERS; AUTHORIZING THE SUPREME COURT
TO APPOINT AN EXAMINING BOARD TO ASSIST THE COURT IN ISSUING
CERTIFICATES; AUTHORIZING THE SUPREME COURY T0 GIVE
EXAMINATIONSy GRANT CERTIFICATESy ADOPT RULESy AND REVOKEs
SUSPENDy OR REFUSE TO RENEW CERTIFICATES; REQUIRIMG FEES TO
BE PAID TO THE CLERK OF THE SUPREME CDURT: REQUIRING
CERTIFICATION OF TRANSCRIPTS; REQUIRING RENEWAL OF

CERTIFICATES; AND PROVIDING A PENALTY,.®

HHEREASs shorthand reporting Is a technical profession
demanding a high level of skill and accuracy; and

HHEREASy the accurate and prompt reporting of court and
otner proceedings by shorthand reporters is of great
importance to the operation of the judicial system and to
the public as well; and

WHEREASs the Legislature considars it appropriate to
encourage the development of shorthand reporting skills and
award certificates to those shorthand reporters who reach a
high level of proficiency in their professions without

creating economic barriers to those persons wishing to
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become shorthand reporters.

THEREFOREy, it is the intent of this bill to offer
recognition to shorthand reporters who have achieved a high
degree of ski1l in reporting by creating a special
ctassification of shorthand reporterss %o be designated
“certified shorthand reporters™y who are to be certified by

the Montana Supreme Court under rules adopted by the Courts

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATYE OF MONTANA:

Section 1. 3Supreme <court rules. The supreme court may
adopt rules for the certification of shaorthand reporters for
the purposas of implementing the provisions of [this act].

Section 2. Definitionss As wused in (this act}s the
following definitions apply:z

{1) »Board™ means the shorthand reporters examining
board creatad in [section 3]e

(2) ®Certified shorthand reporter® means a person
engaged in the practice of shorthand reporting who has been
determined by the court to be competent o repert
proceedings of any courty references commission conventiony
deliberative assemblys or other body of similar characters
by means of written symbols or abbreviations in shorthand or
machine writing of a verbatim records and who 1Is <certified
under [this act] as a certified shorthand reporters

{3} "Court® means the Montana supreme court-

- INTRODUCED BILL
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Section 34 Shorthand reporters examining board -—-
appointmenty quorume and powerse (1)} The court may appoint
three residents of this state as an examining board to
conduct and assist in conducting the examination aof
applicants for certification as certified shorthand
reporterse The court may releases dismissy or remove any
membar of the board and appoint another member in his place
at any timee

{2) A majority of the board constitutes a quorum and
has the power to conduct examinationss

{3) The board shall operform such duties and render
such assistance in the examination of applicants as may be
prescribed by the court and must be governed and controlled
by such rules as the court may prescrioe.

Section %« Compensation apnd expenses of members of
beards The members of the board are entitled to recelive
expenses when engaged in the official business of the boards
as provided for in 2-18-501 through 2-18-503,y and are
entitled to such compensation for services performed by them
as members of the board as may be determined by the courte.

Section S Application -~ gualificationss (1) Every
applicant for certification as a certified shorthand
reporter shall make apptication on forms prescribed by the
courtas

(2) The supreme court shall certify as a certifled
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shortiand reporter any person who:

{a) pays the required fees;

{b) passes the examination required by [section &1 or
qualifies for certification by reciprocity under [section
T]: and

{c) submits evidence under oath to the board that he:

(i) is a citizen of the United States or has declared
his intention of becoming a citizens

(ii) is at teast 18 years old;

{iii) is of good moral character;

{iv) Is a high school graduate or has an equlvalent
education; and

{v) has had at 1east 1 year of experience in shorthand
reporting or is a graduate of a shorthand reporting school.

Section 6. FExamination. (1) €ach applicant for
certification as a certified shorthand reporter shall
successfully complete an examination given by the courte

{2) Examinations must be held as often as the court
considers necessary and at such times and places as the
coufrt may designates

(3) The examination must be substantially equivalent
to the certificate-of-proficiency examination given by the
national shorthand reporters association.

{4) Each applicant for certification by examination

shall pay an examination fee established in accordance with

ey



in

11

12

13

14

15

16

L7

L8

19

29

21

22

Z3

24

25

LC 2218701

[section 9]e

Section Te Reciprocity -— fee. (1) The court in its
discretion may walve the examination and issue a certificate
as a certified shorthand reporter te any person otherwise
eligi>le theraefor who is the holder of a certificate or
license as a shorthand reporters issued under the Yaws of
any statey the United Statess the District of Columbias or
any territory or fereign countrys allowing him to hold
nimself out or practice as a licensed or certified shorthand
reporter in such statey districty territorys or country If:

{a) the requirements entitling him to hold himself out
or practice as a licensed or certified shorthand reporter in
that state, district, territorys or country were
substantially equivalent to those in force In the state of
Montana at the time the certificate was originally issued;
and

(o) that states districte territoryy or country
extends simitar privileges to shorthand reporters certified
under [this act]e

{2) Every applicant for whom the examination is waived
shall pay a reciprocity fee established by the court in
accordance with [section 9]«

Section 3. Renewal of certificate. (1} A certificate
issued by the court wunder the provisions of (f[this act)

expires on December 31 of each year and way be renewed by a
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certifled shorthand reporter in good standing upon payment
to the court of the annual renewal fee.
{2) A certified shorthand reporter whose certificate

“

has expired may at any time within 5 years after expiration
of the certificate have his certificate reinstated without
examinations upon payment to the clerk of the court of a
reinstatement fee plus all lapsed anpual renewal fees.

Section 9. Fees -~ dispositione (1} The court shall
establish nonrefundable examinationes reciprocitys renewal,
and reinstatement faees commensurate with the cost of
admini stering the examinationy determining if reciprocal
priviteges are to be extended to an appllicants renewing a
certificatees Or reinstating a certificate.

{2} A1}l fees must be paid to the clerk of the courte

{3) An applicant may be reexamined within 18 months of
payment of an examination fee without payment of an
additional fee.

(4} A1l fees collected under this section must be
credited to the shorthand reporters account which is
establ ished within the earmarked revenue fund for use by the
court and the poard to implement the provisions of [this
act].

Section 10e Duty ta certify transcripts -— wuse of
initialss {1) €very shorthand reporter certified under [this

act} snall have a seal that must contain the name of the

-6-
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shorthand veporters his place of businesss and the words
®cortified shorthand reporters state of Montana®™, which seal
he shall stamp on all transcripts of testimony prepared by
hims No certified shorthand reporter may:

{a) affix or permit his seal or his name to be affixed
to any transcript of testlmony not prepared by himn} or

{b) wuse tis seal or do any act as a certified
shorthand reporter wunless holding a valid certificate
issued under {this act] at the time.

{2y A person certified as a certified shorthand
reporter under the provisions of [this act] is aentitled to
use the words "certifiad shorthand reporter® or the initials
"CeSaRe™ following his name on any document prepared by hime

Section 11« Penalty ‘for illegal use of title. {1) No
person may assume or use the title or designation “certified
shorthand reporter™s the abbreviation "L.S«R«*s or any other

title, designations wordsy lettersy abbreviations or device

‘tending to Indicate that such person has been certified as a

certified shorthand reporter under {this act] unless that
person holds a current certificate issued under the
provislons of [this act]e.

{2) Any person who violtates this section is guilty of
@ misdemeanor and upon conviction must be punished by a fing
of not Yess than $350 and not exceeding 3200 for each

offenses Each day of violation is considered a separate
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offense under this section.

Section 12. Revocationy suspensions or refusal to
renew certificatees After an opportunity for a hearing under
the Mantana Administrative Procedure Acts the court may
revokes+ suspendes or refuse to renew any certificate issued
under [this act) for any one or any combipation of the
following causes:

(1) fraud or deceit 1in obtaining a certificate as a
certified shorthand reporter under [this act]};

(2} dishonestys fraude or gross negligence in the
practice of shorthand reportings

(3) viotation of any of the provisions of [this act]
or rules adopted by the supreme courts;

{4) cancellations revocations suspensions or refusal
to repew authority to hold oneself out for practice as a
certified shorthand reporter by any states districty
territorys Or country or any court or agency thereof for any
cause other than failure to pay an annual registration fee
in such other states districty territorys or countrys.

-End-



STATE OF MONTANA

403-83
REQUEST NO.
FISCAL NOTE
Form BD-i5
In compliance with a written request received __february 14, ,19 83 | there is hereby submitted a Fiscal Note
for __House Bill 774 pursuant to Title 6, Chapter 4, Part 2 of the Montana Code Annotated (MCA).

Background information used in developing this Fiscal Note is available from the Office of Budget and Program Planning, to members
of the Legislature upon request,

DESCRIPTION OF LEGISLATION PROPOSED:

House Bill 774 is an act creating a classification of shorthand reporters to be
known as certified shorthand reporters; authorizes the Supreme Court to appoint an
examining board to assist the court in issuing certificates; authorizes the Supreme
Court to give examinations, grant certificates, adopt rules, and revoke, suspend or
refuse to renew certificates; requires fees to be paid to the Clerk of the Supreme
Court; requires certification of transcripts; requires renewal of certificates; and
provides a penalty.

14

ASSUMPTIONS:

1) Costs are based on 60 court reporters per year being certified by the Supreme
Court.

2) The court would require .25 FTE to assist the board with its duties.

3) The three member board would receive travel expenses. They would be required
to meet four times the first year to develop rules and establish certification
criteria and twice a year thereafter to supervise the exams.

4) Supplies and materials would consist of postage, cert1f1cates, envelopes and
statements in a yearly amount of $250. Costs for copying, equipment, communi-
cations and other miscellaneous items would be absorbed by the Supreme Court.

5) The board would require $4,000 the first year for contracted services with the

National Shorthand Reporter's Association for assistance in designing and
setting up the exam and developing the rules.

FISCAL IMPACT:

FYB4 FY85
Expenditures:
Personal Services §7,214 $3,214
Operating Expenses 2,050 1,150
Total Expenditures under
Proposed Law $9,264 $4,364

FISCAL NOTE 15:1/1

BUDGET DIRECTOR

Office of Budget and Program Planning
Date: 2 - \ g' K.B

18
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1 STATEMENT OF TINTENT

rd HOUSE BILL T74

3 House Judiclary Committea

&

- 4 Statement of Intent is not required for this bill.
] Howevars one was prepared because the bill graats rulemaking
T authority to the HMontana Supreme Court for the purpose of
8 establishing a program of certification of shorthand
9 reporterses

10 Section 1 authorizes the court to adopt rules to
11 implement the acte Section 3 authorizes the court to appoint
12 a three-member board to conduct the examination of
13 apnticants for certification under rules adopted by the
14 courts Section 4% authorizes the court to determine the
15 amount of compensation to be received by the boarde Section
16 6 authorizes the court to administer the <court reporter
17 certification examinatione Section B authorizes the court to
18 renew court reporter certificates annually upon payment of a
19 fee set under section 9. Under section 9y the court may set
20 various fees to fund the administration of the acte.

21 It is the intent of the legislature that the court
22 adopt all rules necessary to establish and administer a
23 program of certification of shorthand reporters. A program
2% that will ensure the praficiency of court reporters wili be
25 a benefit to the judicial system of the state. It i5 the
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intent of the Jegislature that the court limit its
rulemaking authority to the administration of the
certification programe including setting standards for
suspension and revocation of certificatessy and that the
court not adopt rules requiring certification as a condition
of employment of court reporters by the district courtss

It is the intent of the legislature that the duties of
the board appointed undar section 3 be limited to duties
associated with conducting the examination of applicants for
certification and duties associated with certificate
revocation and suspension proceedings.

It is the Iintent of the Tlegislature that all fees
prescribed by the court under this bill be commensurate with
coste

It is the .intent of the tegislature that in enacting
rules to implement section 8y the court set standards for
renewal of a certificate when more than 5 years have elapsed
since expiration of the certificatey including provisions

for raexamination of the shorthand reporter.

SECOND READIMNG

157274
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approved by Committee
on Judiciary

HOUSE BILL NO. TT4
INTRODUCED BY ADDYy YINCENTs RAMIREZy

KEMMISy HEMSTADy Ce SMITHy JONESy MCBRIDE

A BItrL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT CREATING A
CLASSIFICATION OF SHORTHAND REPORTERS TO BE KNOWN AS
CERTIFIED SHOURTHANO REPORTERS: AUTHORIZING THE SUPREME CGURT
TO APPOINT AN EXAMINING BOARD FO ASSIST THE COURT IN ISSUING
CERTIFICATES; AUTHORIZING THE SUPREME COURT TO GIVE
EXAMINATIONSy GRANT CERTIFICATESy ADOPT RULESy AND REVOKESs
SUSPENDOy OR REFUSE TO RENEW CERTIFICATES; REQUIRING FEES TO
S8E PAID TD THE CLERK OF THE SUPREME COURT; REQUIRING
CERTIFICATION af TRANSCRIPTS; REQUIRING RENEWAL aF

CERTIFICATES; AND PROVIDING A PENALTY.®

WHEREASy shorthand reporting is a technical profession
demanding a high level of skill and accuracy; and

WHERFEASy the accurate and prompt reporting of court and
other proceedings by shorthand reporters is of great
importance to the operation of the judicial system and to
the public as well; and

HAEREAS, the Legislature considers it aporopriate to
encouraqge the development of shorthand reporting skills and
award certificates to those sharthand reporters who reach a

high level of proficiency in their professions without
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creating economic barriers to those persons wishing to
become shorthand reporterss

THEREFOREs it is the intent of this bil) to offer
recognition to shorthand reporters who have achleved a high
degree of ski1l in reporting by creating a special
classification of shorthand reportarss to be designated
=certified shorthand reporters®y who are to be certified by

the Montana Supreme (ourt under rules adopted by the Courte

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA:Z

Section 1. Supreme court rulese The supreme court may
adopt rules for the certification of shorthand reporters for
the purposes of implementing the provisions of [this act]e

Sectiaon 2. Definitionss As used in [this act]e the
following definitions apply:z

(1) ™"Board®™ means the shorthand reporters examining
board creataed in [section 33.

(2) W“Certified shorthand reporter™ means a person
engagzd in the practice of shorthand reporting whe has been
determined by the court to be competent to report
proceedinos of any courty references commission convention.,
deliberative assemblys or other body of similar character,
by means of written symbols or abbreviations in shorthand or
machine writing of a verbatim recordy and who is certified

under [thls act] as a certified shorthand reporter.

HB TT4
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SECOND READING
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{3) ™Court™ means the Mon%tana supreme Ccourte

Section 3. Shorthand reporters examining board -
appointmenty quorums and powerss (1) The court may appoint
three residents of this state as an examining board to
conduct and assist in conducting the examination of
applicants for certification as certified shorthand
reporterse The court may releases dismisse or remove any
member of the board and appoint another member in Qis place
at any time.

{2} A majority of the board constitutes 3 quorum and
has the power to conduct examinationse

(3) The board shall perform such duties and render
such assistance in the examination of applicants as may be
prescribad by the court and must be governed and cantrclled
by such rules as the court may prescribe.

Saction 4« Compensation and expenses of members of
boards The members of the board are entitled toc receive
expenses when engaged in the official business of the boardy
as provided for in 2-18-501 through 2-18-503, and are
entitled to such compensation for services performed by them
as members of the board as may be determined by the courte

Section 5. Application -~ qualificationse (1) Every
applicant for certification as a certified shorthand
reporter shall make application on forms prescribed by the

courte
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{2) The supreme court shall certify as a certified
shorthand reporter any person whos

{a) pays the required fees;

(b} passes the examination required by {section 6] or
qualifies for certification by reciprocity under [section
T3 and

{c) submits evidence under oath to the board that he:

(i} is a citizen of the United States or has declared
his intention of becoming a citizens;

(ii) is at least 18 years old;

(iii) is of good wmoral character;

(iv) is 3 high school graduate or has an equivalent
education; ang

(v} bhas had at JTeast 1 year of experience in shorthand
reporting or is a graduate of a shorthand reporting school.

Sectlon 6« Examinations (1) €ach applicant For
certification as a certified shorthand reporter shall
successfully complete an examination given by the court.

(2) Examinations must be held as often as the court
considers necessary and at such times and places as the
court may designatea.

(3) The examination must be substantially equivalent
to the certificate-of-proficiency examination given by the
national shaorthand reporters associations

{4) Each applicant for certification by examination

-y - HB TT4
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shall pay an examination fee established in accordance with
[section 9].

131 _A_PERSON_WHO HAS GEEM_A-RESIDENI.QE.-JHE SIALE _QOF
HONIANA__EOR_.6 _MONTHS _PRIOB XO LIHE EFFECTIVE DATE OF THIS
ACT) AND WHO DURING.TUAT.IIME. HAS SEEN. PRINCIPALLY _ENGAGED
IN_TUE_EBDEESSION OFE. COURT _REPORIING _AND_HAS BEEMN PRACTICING
CONTINUDUSLY _AS_A_SHORTHAND REPORIER_MUSYs UPON_APPLICAIION
TUEREEQRE_AND PAYMENT . OF _THE_ REQUIRED FEEs JSEF ISSUED. A
CERYIFICATE MWITHOUT_ _EXAMINAIION _IF _APPLICATION _FOR__THF
CERYIEICATE IS MADE__MO__LAYER__JTHAN & _MONTHS _AFFER__[THE

EEFECTIVE _DATE OF THIS ACY ]l
Section T« Reciproclity - fees (1) The court in its

discration may waive the examination and issue a certificate
as a certified Shorthand reporter to any person otherwise

eligible therefor who Is the holder of a certificate or

- Yicense as a shorthand reportersy issuaed under the taws of

any statey the United Statese the District of Columbias or
any territory or foreign countryey allowing him to hold
himself out or practice as a licensed or certified shorthand
reporter in such state, districts territorys or country if:

{a) the requirements entitling him te hold himself cut
or practiCe as a licensed or certified shorthand reporter in
that states districte territoryes or country were
substantially equivalent to those in force in the state of

Montara at the timé the certificate was originally issued:
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and

{b) that state, districts territorys or country
extends similar privileges to shorthand reporters certified
under fthis act).

{2) Every applicant for whom the examination is waived
shall pay a reciprocity fee established by the court in
accordance with {section 9]a.

Section 8. Renewal of certificate. (1) A certificate
issued by the court under the provisions of [this act]
expirzs on December 31 of each year and may be renewed by a
certified shorthand reporter in good standing upon payment
to the court of the annual renewal fee.

(Z} A certified shorthand reporter whosa certificate
has 2xpired may at any time within 5 years after expiration
of the certificate have his certificate reinstated withaut
examinations upon payment to the clerk of the court of a
reinstatement fee plus all lapsed annual renewal fees,

Section 9« Fees == dispositione {1} The court shall
establish nonrefundable examimations reciprocitys renewal,
and reinstatement fees commensurate with the cost of
administering the examinationes determining If reciprocal
privilzges are to be extended to an applicants renewing a
certificatey or rainstating a certificate.

{2} A1l fees must be paid to the clerk of the courte.

{3) An applicant may be reexamined within 18 months of

-b- HB 774
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payment of an examination fee without payment of an
additional fees

{4} A1l fees collected under this section must be
credited to the shorthand reporters account which is
established within the earmarked revenue fund for use by the
court and the board to implement the provisions of [this
act Je

Section 10. Duty to certify transcripts - use of
initials. (L) Every shorthand reporter certified under [this
act] shall have a seal that must contain the name of the
shortiand repoerters his place of businesss and the words
"certified shorthand repurters state of Montana™s which seal
he s1all stamp on all transcripts of testimony prepared by
hime No certified shorthand reporter may:

fa} affix or perait his seal or his name to be affixed
to any transcript of testimony not prepared by him; or

{b) wuse his seal or do any act as a certified
shorthand reporter unless holding a valid certificate
issued under [this act}] at the time,

{2) A person certified as a certified shorthand
reporter under +the provisions of [this act] is entitled to
use th2 words ®certified shorthand reporter™ or the initials
*CeSsRe™ following his name on any document prepared by hime

Sectlion 11« Penalty for illegal use of titles (1) No

persol may assume or use the title or desiqnation Pcertified

=-7- HB 774
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shorthand reporter®™, the abbreviation "Ce.5.Re"y or any other
tittey designations wordss letterss abbreviations or device
tending to indicate that such person has been certifiec as a
cartified shorthand reporter under [this act] unless that
person holds a current certificoate Issued under the
provisions of [this act].

{2) Any person who violates this section is guilty of
a misdemeanor and upon conviction must be punished by a fine
of not 1less than $50 and not axceeding $200 for each
offensee Fach day of violation is corsidered a separate
offense under this sectione

Saction 12. Revocations suspensionsy or refusal to
renew certificates After an ogpportunity for a heariny under
the Yontana Administrative Procedure Acts the court may
revokes suspendy or refuse to renew any certificate issued
under [this act] for any one Or any combination of the
folloxing causes:

{1) fraud or deceit in obtaining a certificate as a
certified shorthand reporter under [this act];:

(2) dishonestyy fraude or gross negligence in the
practice of shorthand reporting;

{3) viclation of any of the provisions of [this act]
or rules adopted by the supreme courts;

(%) cancellationsy revocations suspensions or refusal

to renaw authority to hold oneself out for practice as a

-B= HB 7714
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cartified shor thand reporter by any statey districts
territorys Or country or any court or agency thereof for any
cause other than failure to pay an annual registration fee
in such other states districte territorys or countrys

-&nd-
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STATEMENT OF INTENT
HOUSE BILL 774

House Judiciary Committee

A Statement of Intent is not required for this bill.
Howavery one was prepared because the bi1l grants rulemaking
authority to the Montana Supreme Court for the purpose of
establishing a program of certification of shorthand
reporterss

Section 1 authorizes the court to adopt rules to
implement the act. Section 3 authorizes the court to appoint
a three—member board to conduct the examination of
applicants for certification under rules adopted by the
court. Section & authorizes the court to determine the
amount of compensation to be received by the boarde. Section
6 authorizes the court to administer the court reporter
certification examination. Section B authorizes the court to
renew court reporter certificates annually upon payment of a
fee set under section 9. Under section 9y the court may set
various fees to fund the administration of the acte

It is the intent of the Jegislature that the court
adopt all rules necessary to establish and administer a
progran of certification of shorthand reporterse A program
that will ensure the proficiency of court reporters will be

a benefit to the judicial system of the state. It is the
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intent of the 1legislature that the court 1limit Its

rulemaking authority to the administration of the
certification programs including setting standards for
suspension and revocation of cartificatasy and that the
court pot adopt rules requiring certification as a condition
of employment of court reporters by the district courtsa

It 1Is the intent of the legislature that the duties of
the board appointed under section 3 be limited to duties
associated with conducting the examination of applicants for
certification and duties associated with certificate
revocation and suspension proceedingss

It is the intent of the leglsléture that all fees
prascribad by the court under this bill be commensurate with
costae

It is the intent of the legislature that in enacting
rules to implement section By the court set standards for
renewal of a certificate when more than 5 years have elapsed
sipnce expiration of the certificates including provisions

for r2examination of the shorthand reportere

THIRD READING
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HOUSE BILL ND. 774
INTROOUCED BY ADDYy VINCENTy RAMIREZe

KEMMISe HEMSTADy Ce SMITHe JONES, MCBRIDE

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: AN ACT CREATING A
CLASSIFICATION OF SHORTHAND REPORYERS TO BE KNOWN AS
CERTIFIED SHORTHAND REPORTERS; AUTHORIZING THE SUPREME COURT
TO APPOINT AN EXAMINING BOARD TO ASSIST THE COURT IN ISSUING
CERTIFICATES; AUTHORIZIING THE SUPREME COURY T0 GIVE
EXAMINATIONSs GRANT CERTIFICATESy ADOPT RULESy AND REVOKEs
SUSPENDes OR REFUSE TO RENEW CERTIFICATES; REQUIRING FEES TO
BE PAID TG THE CLERK OF THE SUPRENE COURT; REQUIRING
CERTIFICATION QF TRANSCRIPTS; REQUIRING RENEWAL OF
CERTIFICATES: AND PROVIDING A PENALTY.®

WHEREASs shorthand reporting is a technical profession
demanding a high level of skill and accuracy; and

WHEREASy the accurate and prompt reporting of court and
other proceedings by shorthand reporters is of great
importance to the operation of the judicial system and to
the public as wells and

HAEREASy the Legislature considers it appropriate to
encourage the development of shorthand reporting skills and
award certificates to those shorthand reporters who reach a

high level of proficiency in their professions without
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creating economic barriers to those persons wishing te
become shorthand reportersa.

THEREFOREy it s the intent of this bill to offer
racognition to shorthand reporters who have achieved a high
degree of skill in vreporting by creating a speclal
classification of shorthand reporterss to be designated
#certified shorthand reporters¥, who are to be certified by

the Montana Supreme Court under rules adopted by the Courte.

BE 1T ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE GF MONTANA:
s§ctlon 1« Supreme court rules. The supreme court may

adopt rules for the certification of shorthand reporters for

the purposes of implementing the provisions of {this act]e

Section 2+ Definitions. As wused in [this act]s the
following definitions applys

(1) *Board"™ means the shorthand reporters examining
baard created in [Sectlion 3].

{2} "Certified shorthand reporter™ means a parson
engaged in the practice of shorthand reporting who has been
deter#ined by the court to be competent to report
proceedings of any courte references commission conventions
dejiberative assamblyy or other body of similar charactery
by means of written symbols or abbreviations in shorthand or
machine writing of a verbatim recordy and who is certified

under [this act] as a certified sharthand reporter.

-2 . HB T4
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(3) "Court® means the Montana supreme courte

Section 3. Shorthand reporters examining board -—
appointments quorume and powers. (1} The court may appoint
three residents of this state as an examining board to
conduct and assist in conducting the examination of
applicants for certification as certified shorthand
reporterss The court may releasey dismissy or remove any
membar of the board and appoint another member in his place
at any times

{2) A majority of the board constitutes a quorum and
has the power to conduct examinations.

(3} The board shall perform such duties and render
such assistance in the examination of applicants as way be
prescribed by the court and must be governed and controlled
by such rules as the court may prascribes

Section 4« Compensation and expenses of members of
boards The mesbers of  the board are antitled to recaive
expenses when engaged in the official business of the boarde
as provided for in 2-<18-501 through 2-18-503y and are
entitled to such compensation for services performed by them
as mambers of the board as may be determined by the courte

Section 5. Application -~ gqualifications. (1) Every
applicant for <certification as & certified shorthand
reporter shall make applicathost on forms praeascribed by the

courte
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[2) The supreme court shall certify as a certified
shorthand reporter any person whos

{a} pays the required faus;

(b) passes the exa.inatéon required by [section 6] or
quatifies for certification by reciprocity under [secticn
71 end

{c) submits avidence under ocath to the board that hes:

{i} is a citizen of the United States or has declared
his intention of becoming a citizen;

(ii) is at Teast 18 years old;

¢iii) is of good moral character;

(iv) is & high school graduate or has an equivalent
education; and

{v} bhas had at least 1 year of experience in shorthand
reporting or is a graduvate of a shorthand reporting school.

Section 6« Examinations (1) Each applicant for
certification as a certified shorthand reporter shall
successfully complete an examination given by the court.

{2} Examinations must be held as often as the court
considers necessary and at Such times and places as the
court may designate.

(3) The examination must be substantially equivalent
to the certificate~of-proficiency examination given by the
national shorthand reporters associations

{4) Each applicant for certification by examination

-ty HB T74
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shall pay an examination fee established in accerdance with
[section 2].

131 _A_PERSON_WHO _HAS _BEEN_A_RESIDENI_DE _IHE.. . SIALE__OF
MONTANA__FOR 6. _MONIHS ERIDR_ IO [THE EEFECIIYE DAIE OF THIS
ACL)_AND_MMO DURING THAX TIME_HAS.BEEN PRINCIPALLY FNGAGED
IN _THE PROEESSION DE_COURI_REPORIING AND HAS _BEEN PRACTICING
CONTINUOUSLY.. AS.A.SHOBTHAND REPOBIER _MUSTa {RON.APPLICAXION
THERECORE AND PAYMENL OF.__IHE REQUIRED  FEEs. . BE. ISSUEQ..A
CERYIEICAIE . MITHOUT _EXAMINATION IF _APPLICATION FOR _THE
CERTIEICATE IS MADE. NO__LATER _THAN & MONTHS AFTER [THE

EEFECTIVE OATE QF THIS ACTla
Section T« Reciprocity — feas (1) The court in its

discretion may waive the examination and issue a certificate
as a caertified shorthand reporter to any person otherwise
eligibte therefor who -is the holder of a certificate or
license as a shorthand reaportery Issued under the laws of
any <statey the United Statesy the District of Columbias or
any territory or foreign country, allowing him to hold
himself out or practice as a licensed or certified shorthand
reporter in such states districty territoryy or country ifs:

{(a) the requirements entitling him to held himself out
or practice as a licensed or certified shorthand reporter In
that state, districts territory, or country were
substantially equivaltent to those in force in the state of

Montajra at the time the certificate was originally issued;

-5= HB TT4
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and

(b} that statey districty territorys or country
extends similar privileges to shorthand reporters certified
under [this act]e

(2} Every applicant for whom the examination is waived
shall pay a reciprocity fee established by the court in
accordance with [section 9]

Section Bs Renewal of certificates (1) A certificate
issued by the court under the provisions of [this act]}
expir2s on December 31 of each year and may be renewed by a
certified shorthand reporter in good standing upon payment
to the court of fhe annual renewal fee.

{2) A certified shorthand reportar whose certificate
has =2xpired may at any time within 5 years after expiration
of the certificate have his certificate reinstated without
examinations upon paysent to the clerk of the court of a
reinstatement fee plus 31l lapsed annual renewal fees.

Section 9« Fees -— dispositions. (1} The court shall
establish nonrefundable examinations reciprocitys renewals
and reinstatement fees commensurate with the cost of
administering the examinations determining §f reciprocal
privilzges are to be extended to an apnlicant, renewing a
certificates or reinstating a certificate.

{(2) AVl fees must be paid to the clerk of the courte

(2) An applicant may be reexamined within 18 months of

-6= HB T74
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payment of an examination fee. without -payment of an
additional fee. ’

(#) A1l fees collected under this section sust be
credited to the shorthand reporters account which is
established within the earmarked revenue fund for use by the
court and the board to implemsent the provisions of [this
actJe

Section 10. Duty to certify transcripts - use of
initialse {1) Every shorthand reporter certifiad under {this
act] shall have a seal that sust contain the name of the
shorthiand reporters his place of businesss and the words
*certified shorthand reporters state of Montana®s which seal
he shall stamp on 3all transcripts of testimony prepared by
hime No certlfied shorthand reporter may:

{a) affix or permit his seal or his name to be affixed
to any transcript of testimony not prepared by him; or

{b} use his seal or do any act as a certified
sharthand reporter unless holding a valid certificate
issued under [this act] at the times

(2) A person certified as a certified shorthand
reporter under the ﬁrovisions of [{this act] is entitled to
use the words “certifted shorthand reporter® or the initials
“C.SeRe®™ following his name on- any document: prepared by hime

Saction ile Penalty for: ildegal’ use of titles (1) No

persol may assume Or use tha title or designation "certifiaed-

-7~ : - HB TT4
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shorthand reporter®s the abbreviation “Cs5.Re"» or any other
titlee designations words, Vettersy abbreviations or device
tending to indicate that such person has been certified as a
certified shorthand reporter under [this act] unless that
person holds. a current certificate issued wunder the
provisions of [this act]e

(2} Any person who violates this section is gquilty of
a misdemeanor and upon conviction must be punished by a fine
of not less than $50 and not exceeding $200 for each
offensee. Each day of violation is considered a separate
offense under tth sections

Saction 12« Revocatliony suspensiones or refusal to
renew certificate. After an opportunity for a hearing under
the MYontana Administrative Procedure Acty the court may
revokey suspends or refus€ to renew any certificate issued

under [this act)] for any one or any combination of the

‘Foltowing causes:

{1} fraud or deceit in obtaining & certificate as a
certified shorthand reporter under [this act];

(2) dishonestys fraude or gross nagligence in the
practice of shoerthand reporting;

{3} vioclation of any of the provisions of ([this act)
or rules adopted by the supreme court;

{4) cancellations revocations suspensions or refusal

to renaw authority to hold oneself out for practice as a

-8- . H8 774
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certified shor thand reporter by any statas districts
territorys Or cOuntry or any court or agency thereof for any
cause other than failure to pay an annual reqistration fee
in such other states districty territoryy or countrye

=Enyd=
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March 17, 1983

SENATE STANDING COMMITTEE REPORT
(Judiciary)

i1l No. 774 be amended as follows:

Page 2, line 24.

Following: "writing"

Insert: "or electroni i
_ ¢ means, 1f the i ifi
in shorthand or machine wriéing," reporter is certified

Page 5, lines 3'through 11.
Strike: subsection (5) in its entirety.



