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A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: •AN ACT CREATING A 

CLASSIFICATION OF SHORTHAND REPORTERS TO BE KNOWN AS 

CERTIFIED SHORTHAND REPORTERS; AUTHORIZING THE SUPREME COURT 

TO APPOINT AN EXAMINING BOARD TO ASSIST THE COURT IN ISSUING 

CERTIFICATES; AUTHORIZING THE SUPREME COURT TO GIVE 

EXAMINATIOns, GRANT CERTIFICATES, ADOPT RULES, AND REVOKEt 

SUSPEND, OR REFUSE TO RENEW CERTIFICATES; REQUIRING FEES TO 

BE PAID TO THE CLERK OF THE SUPREME COURTI REQUIRING 

CERTIFICATION OF TRANSCRIPTS; REQUIRING RENEWAL OF 

CERTIFICATES; AND PROVIDING A PENALTY.• 

HHEREASt shorthand reporting Is a technical profession 

de~andlng a high level of skill and accuracy; and 

WHEREAS, the accurate and pro•pt reporting of court and 

otner proceedings by shorthand reporters Is of great 

iaportance to the operation of the judicial syste• and to 

the public as well; and 

WHEREAS• the Legislature considers it appropriate to 

encourage the development of shorthand reporting skills and 

award certificat~s to those shorthand reporters who reach a 

high level of proficiency in their profession. without 

creating economic barriers to those persons wishing to 
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beco.e shorthand reporters. 

THEREFORE, It Is the Intent of this bill to offer 

recognition to shorthand reporters who have achieved a high 

degree of skill In reporting by creating a special 

classification of shorthand reportersw to be designated 

•certified shorthand reporters•y who are to be certified by 

the Kontana Supre•e Court under rules adopted by the Court. 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

section 1. Supreme court rules. The supreme court may 

adopt rules for the certification of shorthand reporters for 

the purposes of l~plementlng the provisions of [this act]. 

Section 2. Definitions. As used in [this act]• the 

follo~ing definitions apply: 

(1) •Board• Means the shorthand reporters exa•Jning 

board created in (section 3]• 

(Z) •Certified shorthand reporter• eeans a person 

engaged in the practice of shorthand reporting who has been 

detent i ned by the court to be coapetent to report 

proceedings of any court, reference. coMalssion convention, 

deliberative assembly, or other body of similar character. 

by me3ns of written symbols or abbreviations in shorthand or 

machi,e ~ritlng of a verbatim recordt and ~ho Is certified 

under [this act] as a certified shorthand reporter. 

(3} •court• means the Montana supreMe court-
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Section 3. Shorthand reporters examining board 

appointment, quorum. and powers. {1) The court ~ay appoint 

three residents of this state as an examining board to 

conduct and assist in conducting the examination of 

applicants for certification as certified shorth.,nd 

reporters. The court may release, dls11lss, or remove any 

Member of the board and appoint another member in his place 

at any time. 

(2} A majority of the board constitutes a quorum and 

has the power to conduct exa•inatlons. 

(3) The board shall perforM such duties and render 

such assistance in the exa•lnatlon of applicants as may be 

prescribed by the court and must be governed and controlled 

by such rules as the court •ay prescrioe. 

Section 4• Co•pensation and expenses of •e•bers of 

board. The Members of the board are enti~led to receive 

expenses when engaged in the official business of the boardt 

as provided for in 2-18-501 through 2-18-503, and are 

entitled to such compensation for services performed by them 

as members of th~ board as may be determined by the court. 

Section 5. Application qualifications. (1) Every 

applicant for certification as a certified shorthand 

reporter shall make application on for•• prescribed by the 

court. 

(21 The supreme court shall certify as a certified 
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short,and reporter any person who: 

(a) pays the required fees; 

(b) passes the examination required by [section 61 or 

qualifies for certification by recfprocltt under (section 

7]; and 

( c' submits evidence under oath to the board that he: 

(i) Is a c1tlzen of the United States or has declared 

his i~tention of becoming a citizen; 

(ii) is at least 18 years old; 

(iii) is of good moral character; 

(ivt Is a high school graduate or has an equivalent 

education; and 

'vt has had at least 1 year of experience in shorthand 

reporting or is a graduate of a shorthand reporting school. 

Section 6. Exa•lnatlon. (1) Each applicant for 

certification as a certified shorthand reporter shall 

successfully complete an examination given by the court. 

(2) Examinations must be held as often as the court 

considers necessary and at such times and places as the 

court may designate. 

(3) The examination must be substantially equivalent 

to the certificate-of-proficiency eKamination given by the 

national shorthand reporters association. 

(~) Each applicant for certification by exa•lnation 

shall pay an examination fee established in accordance with 
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[section 9)• 

Section 7. Reciprocity fee. (l) The court In Its 

discretion ~ay waive ~he exaainatlon and Issue a certificate 

as a certified shorthand reporter to any person otherwise 

eligi3le therefor ~ho is the h~lder of a certffic~te or 

license as a shorthand reporter, issued under the laws of 

any state, the United States, the District of Columbia, or 

any territory or foreign country, allowing him to hold 

nimself ~ut or practice as a licensed or certified shorthand 

r~porter In such state, district, territory, or country If: 

(a) the requirements entitling him to hold hiRself out 

or or~ctice as a licensed or certified shorthand reporter in 

t~at state9 district, territory, or country were 

subst3ntially equivalent to those in force In the state of 

Monta,a at thP. time the certificate was originally issued; 

and 

(b) that state9 dlst~ictt terrltory9 or country 

extenjs similar privileges to shorthand reporters certified 

under [this act]o 

(2) Every applicant for whom the exaalnatlon is waived 

shall pay a reciprocity fee established by the court in 

accordance with [section 9]. 

Section a. Renewal of certificate. (1) A certificate 

issued by the court under the provisions of [this act] 

expires on December 31 of each year and May be renewed by a 
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certified shorthand reporter In good standing upon payaent 

to the court of the annual renewal fee. 

(21 A certified shorthand reporter whose certificate 

has e•plred •ay at any time Mlthln 5 years after' expiration 

of the certificate have his certificate reinstated without 

examination, upon pay•ent to the clerk of the court of a 

reinstateMent fee plus all lapsed annual renewal fees. 

Section 9. Fees -- Disposition. (1) The court shall 

establish nonrefundable exaMination. reciprocity. renewal• 

and reinstatement fees co••ensurate with the cost of 

ad•inlstering the examination, deter•lning if recip~ocal 

privileges are to be extended to an applicant, renewing a 

certificate, or reinstating a certificate. 

(2t All fees must be paid to the clerk of the court. 

(3) An applicant ~ay be reexamined within lB •onths of 

payment of an exaMination fee without pay•ent of an 

additional fee. 

(4l All fees collected under this sectfon must be 

credited to the shorthand reporters account which is 

established within the earmarked revenue fund for use by the 

court and the board to imple~nt the provisions of [this 

act). 

Section 10. Outy to certify transcripts use of 

initials. {1) Every shorthand reporter certified under [this 

act] shall have a seal that must contain the na•e of the 
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shorthand reporter. hfs place of business• and the words 

•certified shorthand reporter. state of Montana•. which seal 

he shall stamp on all transcripts of testimony prepared by 

him. No certified shorthand reporter may: 

(a) affix or permit his seal or his na•e to be affixed 

to any transcript of testlaony not prepared by hi~J or 

(b) use his seal or do any act as a certified 

shorthand reporter unless holding a valid certificate 

issued under [this act] at the time. 

(2) A person certified as a certified shorthand 

reporter under the provisions of [this act] is entitled to 

use the words •certified shorthand reporter• or the Initials 

•c.s.R.• following his name on any document prepared by him. 

Section 11. Penalty ·far illegal use of title. (1) No 

person may assume or use the title or designation •certified 

shorthand reporter•. the abbreviation •c.s.R.•• or any other 

title, designation• words, letters• abbreviation, or device 

tending to Indicate that such person has been certified as a 

certified shorthand reporter under [this act] unless that 

person holds a current certificate issued under the 

provisions of [this act]. 

(2) Any person Mho violates this section Is guilty of 

23 a misdemeanor and upon conviction must be punished by a fl~e 

24 of not less than $50 and not exceeding $200 for each 

2S offense. Each day of violation is considered a S@parate 
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offense under this section. 

Section 12. Revocation, suspension. or refusal to 

renew certificate• After an opportunity for a hearing under 

th~ M,ntana Administrative Procedure Act, the court May 

revoke• suspend• or refuse to reneN any certificate Issued 

under [this act] for any one or any combination of the 

follo~ing causes: 

(1) fraud or deceit In obtaining a certificate as a 

certified shorthand reporter under [this act]; 

(2) dishonesty, fraud• or gross negligence in the 

practice of shorthand reporting; 

(3) violation of any of the provisions of (this act] 

or rules adopted by the supreme court; 

(~) cancellation• revocation, suspension, or refusal 

to reneN authority to hold oneself out for practice as a 

certified shorthand reporter by any state, district• 

territory, or country or any court or agency thereof for any 

cause other than failure to pay an annual registration fee 

in such other state9 district, territory. or country. 

-End-
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STATE OF MONTANA 

FISCAL NOTE 

403-83 
REQUEST NO.----

Form BD·/5 

In compliancll with a written request received February 14 • , 19 ~, there is hereby submitted a Fiscal Note 
for House Bill 774 pursuant to Title 5, Chapter 4, Part 2 of the Montana Code Annotated (MCA). 
Background information used in developing this Fiscal Note is available from the Office of Budget and Program Planning, to members 
of the Legislature upon request. 

DESCRIPTION OF LEGISLATION PROPOSED: 

House Bill 774 is an act creating a classification of shorthand reporters to be 
known as certified shorthand reporters; authorizes the Supreme Court to appoint an 
examining board to assist the court in issuing certificates; authorizes the Supreme 
Court to give examinations, grant certificates, adopt rules, and revoke, suspend or 
refuse to renew certificates; requires fees to be paid to the Clerk of the Supreme 
Court; requires certification of transcripts; requires renewal of certificates; and 
provides a penalty. 

ASSUMPTIONS: 

1) 

2) 
3) 

4) 

5) 

Costs are based on 60 court reporters per year being certified by the Supreme 
Court. 
The court would require .25 FTE to assist the board with its duties. 
The three member board would receive travel expenses. They would be required 
to meet four times the first year to develop rules and establish certification 
criteria and twice a year thereafter to supervise the exams. 
Supplies and materials would consist of postage, certificates, envelopes and 
statements in a yearly amount of $250. Costs for copying, equipment, communi­
cations and other miscellaneous items would be absorbed by the Supreme Court. 
The board would require $4,000 the first year for contracted services with the 

.National Shorthand Reporter's Association for assistance in designing and 
setting up the exam and developing the rules. 

FISCAL IMPACT: 

Expenditures: 
Personal Services 
Operating Expenses 

Total Expenditures under 
Proposed Law 

FISCAL NOTE 15:I/1 

FY84 

$7,214 
2,050 

$9,264 

16 

FY85 

$3,214 
1,150 

$4,364 

BUDGET DIRECTOR 

Office of Budget and Program Planning 
Date: "1- - \ h - [ ) 
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STATEMENT OF INTENT 

HOUSE BIll TTit 

House Judiciary Co••lttee 

l Statement of Intent Is not required for this bill. 

Howev~r. one was prepared because the bill grants rulemaking 

authority to the Montana SupreMe Court for the purpose of 

establishinq a program of certification of shorthand 

reporters. 

Section authorizes the court to adopt rules to 

Implement the ~ct. Section 3 authorizes the court to appoint 

a three-Member board to conduct the exa•ination of 

applicants for certification under rules adopted by the 

court. Section ~ authorizes the court to determine the 

a~ount of compensation to be received by the board. Section 

6 authorizes the court to ad11inister ·the court reporter 

certification examination. Section 8 authorizes the court to 

reneN court reporter certificates annually upon pay~ent of a 

fee set under section q. Under section 9, the court may set 

20 various fees to fund the administration of the act. 

21 It is the intent of the legislature that the court 

2Z adopt all rules necessary to establish and ad•inister a 

23 proqra~ of certification of shorthand reporters. A program 

24 that ~ill ensure the proficiency of court reporters will be 

25 a benefit to the judicial system of the state. It is the 
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intent of the legislature that the court ll•it its 

rule.aking authority to the administration of the 

certification progra•• Including setting standards for 

suspension and revocation of certificates• and that the 

court not adopt rules requiring certification as a condition 

of employment of court reporters by the district courts. 

It is the intent of the legislature that the duties of 

the board appointed under section 3 be limited to duties 

associated with conducting the exaMination of applicants for 

certification and duties associated with certificate 

revocation and suspension proceedlnqs• 

It is the Intent of the legislature that all fees 

prescribed by the court under this bill be commensurate with 

co~t. 

It is the Intent of the legislature that In enacting 

rules to Implement section a, the court set standards for 

renewa.J of a certificate when more than 5 years have elapsed 

since expiration of the certificate, including provisions 

for reexamination of the shorthand reporter. 

S E C 0 N D R E A D I N G 
-2- fJJ3 77L\ 
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HOUSE Bill NO. 114 

INTRODUCED BY ADDY• VINCENT• RA~IREZ, 

KEMMIS• HEMSTAD, Co SMITH, JONES• MCBRIDE 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITlED: •AN ACT CREATING A 

CLASSIFICHION Or SHORTHAND REPORTERS TO BE KNOWN AS 

CERTIFIED SHORTH~NO REPORTERS; AUTHORILING THE SUPREME COURT 

TO APPOINT AN EXAMINING BOARD TO ASSIST THE COURT IN ISSUING 

CERTIFICATES; AUTHORIZING THE SUPREME COURT TO GIVE 

EXAMINATIONSw GRANT CERTIFICATESw ADOPT RULES• AND REVOKE• 

SUSPE~Ow OR REFUSE TO RENEW CERTIFICATES; REQUIRING FEES TO 

SE PAID TO THE CLERK OF THE SUPREME COURT; REQUIRING 

CERTIFICATION OF TRANSCRIPTS; REQUIRING RENEWAL OF 

CERTIFICATES; AND PROVIDING A PENALTY.• 

WHEREAS, shorthand reporting Is a technical profession 

de~anding a high level of skill and accuracy; and 

WrlEREAS, the accurate and prompt reporting of court and 

other proceedings by shorthand reporters is of great 

importance to the operation of the judicial system and to 

the public as well; and 

wnEREAS, the Legislature considers it appro~riate to 

encouraqe the development of shorthand reporting skills and 

award certificates to those shorthand reporters who reach a 

hi~h tevel of proficiency in their profession. without 
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creating econo•ic barriers to those persons wishing to 

become shorthand reporters. 

THEREFORE, It Is the intent of this bill to offer 

recognition to shorthand reporters who have achieved a high 

degree of skill In reporting by creating a special 

classification of shorthand reporters. to be designated 

•certified shorthand reporters•, -ho are to be certifiea by 

the Montana Supreme Court under rules adopted by the Court. 

BE IT EN~CTEO BV THE lEGISlATURE OF THE STATE OF HONT~NA: 

>ectlon 1· Supreme court rules. The supreme court May 

adopt rules for the certification of shorthand reporters for 

the purposes of imple~ntlng the provisions of [this act]. 

Section z. Definitions. As used in [this act], the 

following definitions apply: 

(1) •Board• •eans the shorthand reporters examining 

board created in {section 3)• 

(2) •certified shorthand reporter• eeans a person 

engag~d in the Practice of shorthand reporting who has been 

determined by the court to be competent to report 

praceedinos of any court, reference, comaission convention, 

deliberative assembly, or other body of similar character, 

by me~ns of written symbols or abbreviations in shorthand or 

•achi,e writing of a verbatim record, and who is certified 

under [this act] as a certified shorthand reporter. 

-z- HB 774 
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(3, •court• m@ans the Montana supreme court. 

Section ~. Shorthand reporters e~a•ininq board 

ap~ointment, quorum. and powers• (l) The court May appoint 

three residents of this state as an exa•ining board to 

conduct and assist in conducting the examination of 

appli-cants for certification as certified shorthand 

reporters. The court may release• dis~iss. or remove any 

•ember of the board and appoint another member in~is place 

at any time. 

(2) A Majority of the board constitutes a quorum and 

has the power to conduct examinations• 

(3) The board shalJ perform such duties and render 

such assistance in the examination of applicants as ~ay be 

prescribed by the court and must be governed and contrclled 

by such rules as the court •ay prescribe. 

S~ction 4• Compensation and expenses of members of 

board• The members of the board are entitled to receive 

expenses when engaged in the official business of the board 9 

as provided for in 2-18-501 through 2-18-503, and are 

entitled to such co~pensation for services perforMed by the~ 

as memb~rs of the board as may be deter~ined by the court. 

Section 5. Application -- qualifications. (1) Every 

ap~licant for certification as a certified shorthand 

reporter shall make application on for•s prescribed by the 

court. 

-3- H8 774 
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(2') The supretlle court shall certify as a certified 

short~and reporter any person who: 

(a) pays the required fees; 

(bt passes the exa~ination required by {section 6] or 

qualifies for certification by reciprocity under (section 

7]; and 

(c) submits evidence under oath to the board thnt he: 

(i) is a citizen of the United States or has declared 

his int~ntion of becoming a citizeni 

(ii) is at least 18 years old; 

(iii) is of good moral character; 

(iv) is a high school graduate or has an equivalent 

educ at i on; and 

(v) has had at least 1 year of experience in shorthand 

reporting or is a graduate of a shorthand reporting school. 

Section 6. Examination. (1) Each applicant for 

certification as a certified shorthand reporter shall 

successfully complete an examination given by the court. 

(Z) Examinations •ust be held as often as the court 

consict~rs necessary and at such times and places as the 

court ~ay designate. 

(3} The examination ~ust be substantially equivalent 

to t~e certificate-of-proficiency examination given by the 

national shorthand reporters association. 

(4) Each applicant for certification by examination 

-4- HB 774 
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shall paj an examination fee established in accordance with 

[sectl on 9]. 

LU-L.ef&iQ!LIII:ICU:I~-ll«H-A-B~SlllEIU..DE...I.IIE.......:iiAIE QF 

llliiiiAI!IL...El!B-iL.-l!P~-fBUIB..Ill.. t ItiE EfffCIU~ 04 If OE.Jli.U 

ltl_ltlf_fBQffillQfLJJE C OURI B.f£01UU16-AWl..I!AS.-BUILea.At.~ 

tDtll~UJJUS.LX--lS._A_S.WDBltlAti.D-Bf£0~-!Us.X&_UePtl •ee!ICAIIQN 

ll:lfBEEUn-AIIlLU.lllf!IL.Qf_ltlf __ .I!JiWlliflL_ffh BE ISSUfll-.l 

tfBIIEltllf_MllllliUI-EIA!~Allatt__IE..._Aff~lPtl __ fUB--IUE 

tEB.IlfltAIE-lS.-!AQE~U--LllE&--IH!~~--!Dtlli:IS.--A~~E 

Efffti~..DAIE...IlE...II!ll-lWa 

Section 1. Reciprocity fee. (1) The court in Its 

discr~tion may waive the examination and issue a certificate 

as a certified shorthand reporter to any person otherwise 

eligi~le therefor who Is the holder of a certificate or 

license as a shorthand reporter, issued under the laws of 

any state, the United States. the District of Columbia• or 

any territory or ~oreign country, allo~ing him to hold 

himself out or practice as a licensed or certified shorthand 

reporter in such state, districtt territory, or country if: 

(a) the requirements entitling hi~ to hold himself out 

or pr3ctice as a licensed or certified shorthdnd reporter in 

that state, 

substlnti ally 

district, territory. or country were 

equivalent to those in force In the state of 

Monta1a at the time the certificate w~s originally issued; 

-·- HB 771t 
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1 b) that statet district. territory, 

extends slmilar privileges to shorthand reporters 

under {this act]. 

HB 077'>/02 

or country 

certl fled 

(21 Every applicant for whoM the examination Is waived 

shall pay a reciprocity fee established by the court in 

accordance with {section 9]. 

Section 8. Renewal of certificate• (1) A certificate 

issued by the court under the provisions of (this act] 

explr~s on December 31 of each year and may be renewed by a 

certified shorthand reporter In good standing upon payment 

to the court of the annual renewal fee. 

(2) A certified shorthand reporter whose certificate 

has ~xpired may at any ti•e within 5 years after expiration 

of the certificate have his certificate reinstated without 

examinationt upon payMent to the clerk of the court of a 

reinstatement fee plus all lapsed annual renewal fees. 

Section 9. Fees disposition. (1} The court shall 

establish nonrefundable examination, reciprocity, renewal, 

and reinstatement fees commensurate with t~e cost of 

ad~inistering the examination• determining If reciprocal 

prlvil~ges are to be extended to an applicant, renewing a 

certificate• or reinstating a certificate. 

(2) All fees eust be paid to the clerk of the court. 

(3) An applicant may be reexa~nined within 18 months of 

-6- HB 771t 
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payment of an examination fee without pav~ent of 

additional fee. 

an 

(4) All fees collected under this section Must be 

credited to the shorthand reporters account which is 

established within the earmarked revenue fund for use by the 

court and the board to iMPle•ent the provisions of [this 

act]. 

Section 10. Duty to certify transcripts use of 

initials. (1) Every shorthand reporter certified under (this 

act] shall have a seal that must contain ~he na~e of the 

short1and reporter. his place of business. and the words 

•certified shorthand reporter• state of Montana•. which seal 

he s1all stamp on all transcripts of testimony prepared by 

him. No certified shorthand reporter •ay: 

(aJ affix or permit his seal or his na~e to be affixed 

to any transcript of testf•ony not prepared by hi~; or 

(b, use his seal or do any act as a ce~tified 

shorthand reporter unless holding a valid certificate 

issue~ under (this act] at the time. 

(2) A person certified as a certified shorthand 

reporter under the provisions of [this act] is entitled to 

use th~ words •certified shorthand reporter" or the initials 

•c.s.R.• following his na.a on any document prepared by hi•· 

Section 11. Penalty for illegal use of title. (1) No 

perso~ may assu.e or use the title or designation •certified 
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short,3nd reporter•. the abbreviation •c.s.R.•. or any other 

title 9 designation 9 words, letter~• abbreviation, or device 

tendi~g to indicate that such person has been certified as a 

certified shorthand reporter under [this act] unless that 

person holds a cur~ent certificate issued under the 

provisions of [this act]. 

(2) Any person who violates this section is guilty of 

a misde~eanor and upon conviction •ust be punished by a fine 

of not less than $50 and not exceeding S200 for ~ach 

offense. Each day of violation is co~sidered a separate 

offense under this section. 

S~ctlon 12. Revocation9 suspension. or refusal to 

renew certificate. After an opportunity for a heariny under 

the ~ontana Administrative Procedure Act, the court may 

revoke, suspend, or refuse to renew any certificate issued 

under [this act] for any one or any coiRbination of tht" 

folloNing causes: 

(1) fraud or deceit in obtafnin9 a certificate as a 

certified shorthand reporter under [thIs act.-]; 

(2) dishonesty, fraud, or gross negligence in the 

practice of shorthand reporting; 

(3) ~lolation of any of the provisions o~ [this act] 

or rules adopted by the supreme court; 

(~) cancellation, revocation• suspension. or refusal 

to renaw authority to hold oneself out for practice as a 

-8- HB 771t 
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1 certified shorthand reporter by any state, district. 

2 territory, or country or any court or agency thereof for any 

3 cause other than failure to pay an annual registration fee 

~ in su:h other state, district, territory, or country. 

-End-
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STATEMENT Of INTENT 

HOUSE BILL 17~ 

House Judiciary Co•mittee 

~ Statement of Intent is not required for this bill. 

However, one was prepared because the bill gran~s rule.aking 

authority to the Montana SUpreMe Court for ~he purpose of 

establishing a progra• of certification of shorthand 

reporters. 

Section authorizes the court to adopt rules to 

lmple•ent the act. Section 3 authorizes the court to appoint 

a three-.eMber board to conduct the exa•i nation of 

applicants for certification under rules adopted by the 

court. Section ~ authorizes the court to deter•ine the 

a•ount of coMpensation to be received by the board. Section 

6 authorizes the court to ad•lnister the court reporter 

certification examination. Section 8 authorizes the court to 

renew court reporter certificates annually upon pay•ent of a 

fee s&t under section 9. Under section 9, the court •ay set 

20 various fees to fund the ad•inistration of ~he act. 

21 It is the intent of the legislatur~ that the court 

22 adopt all rules necessary to establish and adeinister a 

23 prograw of certification of shorthand reporters. A program 

Z4 that ~ill ensure the proficiency of court reporters will be 

Z5 a benefit to the judicial system of the state. It is the 
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Intent of the legislature that the court ll•it Its 

rule.aklng authority to the adttinistration of the 

certification progra•• including setting standards for 

suspension and revocation of certificates, and that the 

court not adopt rules requiring certification as a condition 

o~ emnloy~ent o~ court reporters by the district courts. 

It Is the intent of the legislature that the duties of 

the board ap-pointed under section 3 be li•lted to duties 

associated with conducting the exa•ination of applicants for 

certification and duties associated with certificate 

revocation and suspension proceedings. 

It is the Intent of the legislature that all fees 

prescribed by the court under this bill be co••ensurate with 

cost. 

It is the Intent of the legislature that In enacting 

rules to implement section a. the court set standards ~or 

renewal of a certi~icate when more than s years have elapsed 

since expiration of the certificate• including provisions 

for r~exaaination of the shorthand reporter. 

-z-
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HOUSE BILL NOo 774 

INTRODUCED BY AOOY, VINCENT, RAMIREZ, 

KEMMJSy HEMSTAOo Co SNITHo JONESo NCBRIDE 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: •AN ACT CREATING A 

CLASSIFICATION OF SHORTHAND REPORTERS TO BE KNOWN AS 

CERTIFIED SHORTHAND REPORTERS; AUTHORIZING THE SUPREME COURT 

TO APPOINT AN EXAMINING BOARD TO ASSIST THE COURT IN ISSUING 

CERTIFICATES; AUTHORIZING THE SUPREME COURT TO GIVE 

EXAMINATIONS• GRANT CERTIFICATES, AOOPT RULES, AND REVOKE• 

SUSPENDo OR REFUSE TO RENEW CERTIFICATES; REQUIRING FEES TO 

BE PAID TO THE CLERK OF THE SUPREME COURT; REQUIRING 

CERTIFICATION OF TRANSCRIPTS; REQUIRING RENEWAL OF 

CERTIFICATES; AND PROVIDING A PENALTYo• 

WHEREAS, shorthand reporting Is a technical profession 

de•andlng a high level of skill and accuracy; and 

WHEREAS• the accurate and pra.pt reporting of court and 

other proceedings by shorthand reporters is of great 

Importance to the operation of the judicial systa• and to 

the public as well; and 

W~EREASo the Legislature considers It appropriate to 

encourage the development of shorthand reporting skills and 

award certificates to those shorthand reporters who reach a 

high level of proficiency in their professiono without 
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ereat;ng econo•ic barriers to those persons wishing to 

beco.a shorthand reporters. 

THEREFORE, It is the intent of this bill to offer 

recognition to shorthand reporters who have achieved a high 

degree of skill In reporting by creating a special 

classification of shorthand reporters. to be designated 

•certi#1ed shorthand reporters•• who are to be certi~ied by 

the "ontana Supreme Court under rules adopted by the Court. 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Supre.a court rules. The supreae court •ay 

adopt rules for the certification of shorthand reporters for 

the purposes of l•ple~ntlng the provisions of (this act]o 

Section 2. Definitions. As used In [this act] 9 the 

follo~lng definitions apply: 

(lt •Board• •eans the shorthand repor~ers examining 

board created in {section 3]o 

( 21 •terti fled shortt:,.nd reporter~ •ean.s a person 

engaged in the practice of shorthand reporting who has been 

detenni ned by the court to be competent to report 

procee~ings of any court, reference. coaaission convention, 

deliberative asse•bly, or other body of si•ilar character, 

by •eans of written syMbols or abbreviations in shorthand or 

Machi~e writing of a verbatim recordt and who is certified 

under [thfs act] as a certi~ied shorthand reporter. 

-2-

T H I R D 
HB 174 

R E A D I N G 



1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

H 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

zo 
21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

HB 0174/0Z 

( 3·) •Court• aeans the Montana supre11e court. 

Sect_ion 3. Shorthand reporters exaalning board 

appointMent• quoru•• and powers. (1) The court .ay appoin~ 

three residents o' this state as an exa•ining board to 

conduct and assist in conducting the exa•tnation of 

applicants fo~ ce~tlflcatlon as ce~tlfied sho~thand 

reporters. The court may release. dts•iss, or reMOve any 

Meeber of the boa~d and appoint another me•be~ in his place 

at. any ti~~e. 

(2) A aajo~lty of the boaYd constitutes a quorum and 

has the power to conduct exa•lnations. 

(3) The board shall perfo~• such duties and render 

such assistance in t:he exa•;natlon of applicants as May be 

prescribed by the court and .ust be governed and controlled 

by such ~ut es as the court ••Y prascri be. 

Section 4. Compensation and expenses of ae.bers of 

board• The ~•bers of the board are entitled to receive 

expenses when engaged in the official business of the boa~d• 

as provided for In 2-18-501 through 2-18-503• and are 

entitled to such co•pensatlon for services perforeed by thee 

as .aebe~s of the board as aay be deter•lned by the court• 

Sectloh 5. 

applicant for 

App 11 cat I on 

certiflcatloA 

qualifications. (1) Every 

as a certified shorthand 

reponer shall eeke eppl ieattOA on forms presc~lbed by the 

court. 
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12) The supre•e court shall certify as a certified 

shorthand reporter anr person who: 

(a) pays the required fees; 

(b) passes the exaainatlon required by (section 6] or 

qualifies for certification by reciprocity under [section 

TJ; and 

(c) subMits evidence under oath to the board that he: 

(i) is a citizen of the United States or has decla~ed 

his intention of beCOMing a citizen; 

Iii} is at least 18 years old; 

(iii) Is o¥ good ~ral character; 

(lv) is " high school g~aduate or has an equivalent 

education; and 

(vt has had at least 1 year of experience in shorthand 

reporting or is a graduate of a shorthand reporting schoo1. 

Section 6o Exaelnatlon. (1) Each applicant far 

certification as a certl fled sho~t:hand reporter shall 

successfu11y co•plete an exa•lnatlon given by the court. 

(Z) Exa•inatlons must be held as often as the court 

considers necessary and at such tiMes and places as the 

court May designate. 

to 

(3) The eKa•lnation •ust be substantially equivalent 

t~e certificate-of-proficiency exa•lnatlon given bJ the. 

national shorthand reporters association. 

(4) Each applicant far ce~tlflcatlon bJ exa.ln•tlon 

-4- H8 774 
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shall pay an exaMination fee established In accordance with 

[section 9]. 

LU-A..UB.SDill_llllQ.Jl&LBf£111-A-&filDfiiii..DE-I.W;..~L\.IL..Df 

lllii!IUIIA....EIIB-6..-!Ill.IW!Lf&l.Qil..ID (JHE EfEEC:liV]i IIAii' Of..Dil.S 

AtlJ-AI»D-IIIIIU!UIU.K&-IIIAI-ll!ILIJAS BEEN PRINPPA!I X ENGAGED 

1KLI~-PlDEfS11DIII_DE tQU&I lfPDIIING AliiD ~BEEN PBAC:IIC:IfiiG 

k.QHIIJ»UDUSLl--AS-A~IJAIIID-lfPOllfB MUST, Up.QN APPLIC:AIIQN 

1HfBEfD!E-AKD-£AlHENJ .Qf TIJE lEQUIBED EEEo BE ISSUfU-_4 

c.flUlfltil£--lllliJDYl-UAIWIAllDIL...lE-..iUI.ll:..AII DN EM THE 

c.fBllElt.Aif~-HAQf__HQ__LAifB_ TIJAN ~ONTIJS AFTER (TIJE 

EE£EC:ll!..E-DAILDE-IIUL6.Ula 

Section 1. Reciprocity fee. (1) The court In Its 

discretion •ay waive the exaMination and issue a certificate 

as a certified shorthand reporter to any person otherwise 

eligible therefor who ·Is the holder of a certificate or 

license as a shorthand reporter, Issued under the laws of 

any state, the United States, the District of Colu.Oia• or 

any territory or foreign country. allowing hi• to hold 

hl•self out or practice as a licensed or certified shorthand 

reporter In such state, districty territory, or country if: 

(a) the require•ents entitling hi• to hold hi•self out 

or pr3ctice as a licensed or certified shorthand reporter In 

that state, district, territory, or country ~ere 

subst~ntially equivalent to those in force In the state of 

Hont~a at the ti•e the certificate was orlg1na11y issued; 
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(b) that state, district• territory, 

extends similar privileges to shorthand reporters 

under [this act]. 

H8 0774/02 

or country 

certified 

(2) Every applicant for who• the exa•lnation Is waived 

shall pay a reciprocity fee established by the court In 

accordance t~ith [section· 9)• 

Section a. Renewal of certificate. (1) A certificate 

issued .bY the court under the provisions of [this act) 

expfr~s on Oeceaber 31 of each year and •ay be renewed by a 

certified shorthand reporter In good standing upon pay.ent 

to the court of the annual renewal fee. 

(2) A certified shorthand reporter whose certificate 

has ~xpired say at any ti•e Nithin 5 years after expiration 

of the certificate have his certifi~ate reinstated without 

examination, upon pay»ent to the clerk of the court of a 

reinstate•ent fee plus all lapsed annual renewal tees. 

Section 9. Fees disposition. (1) The court shall 

establish nonrefundable examination, reciprocity, renewal, 

and reinstatement fees co.mensurate with the cost of 

administering the examination, determining if reciprocal 

privildges are to be extended to an applicant, renewing a 

certificate, or reinstating a certificate. 

(2) All fees must be ~aid to the clerk of the court. 

(3) An applicant may be reexamined within 18 months of 

-6- H8 174 
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payo~Mt of' an exa•lnatlon fee witllout ·pa.v-nt of 

additional· fee. 

an 

,~, 

credited 

All 

to 

fees collected under 

the shorthand repor~ers 

this section .ust be 

account which is 

established within the ear.arkad revenue fund for use by the 

court and the board to loople-nt the pro•islons of [this 

act]o 

Section 10. Duty to certify transcripts use o£ 

Initials. (1) E•ery shorthand reporter certified under [this 

act] shall have a seal that .ust contain the na•e of the 

short,and reporter. h.fs pl·ace. of business. and the words 

•certf~fed shor~hend_ report•r• state of Montana•• Which saal 

he s~all staoop on all transcripts of testl•ony prepared by 

hi•• No certified shorthand reporter •ay: 

(.a) af'fix or per•lt. his seal or his naae to be affixed 

t<> any transcri p1: of test1110ny not prepared by hi•; or 

(b) use his seal or do any act as a certified 

short.tuond reporter unless holding a vall d certi f lcate 

issued· under {this act] at the time. 

1.2·1 II person certified as a certified shorthand 

reporter under the provisions of [thl·s act) is entitled to 

use the words •certified shorthand reporter• or the initials 

•c .. s.R.• following- his n8118 on· any dOC:IIIIent-~ prepared by hi•• 

Section 11. Penalt:r- for• 1!1~;egal· us• of· title. (1•1 No 

perso."' 11ay assuu or. use the- 1:-i.'b\-:e- OJ' desigoa_tion •certi fled 

-1 .... H8 77~ 
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short~and reporter•• the abbreviation •c.s.R.•• or any other 

title• designation., words, letters• abbreviation, or device 

tending to indicate that such person has been certified as a 

certified shorthand reporter under [this act] unless that 

person holds a current certJficate issued under the 

provisions of [this act]o 

(2) Any person who violates this section Is guilty of 

a misdemeanor and upon conviction •ust be punished by a fine 

of not le5S than $50 and not exceeding S200 for ~ach 

offense. Each day of violation is considered a separate 

offense under this section. 

Seetfon-12· Revocation., suspension• or refus~l to 

renew certificate. After an opportunity for a hearing under 

the ~ontana Ad•inistratlve Procedure Act• the court may 

revoke, suspend. or refuse to renew any. certificate issued 

under [this act] for any one or any coablnation of the 

'follG4ing causes~ 

(1) fraud or deceit In ob~alnlng a certificate as a 

certified shorthand reporter under [this act-); 

(Z) dishonesty, fraud• or gross negligence In the 

practice of shorthand reporting; 

(3) violation of any of the provisions of [this act] 

or rules adopted by the supreme court; 

(~J cancellation• revocation. suspension• or refusal 

to renew authority to hold oneself out for practice as a 

-a- HB 774 
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1 certified shorthand reporter by any sta.ta., district., 

2 territory, or country or any court or agency thereof for any 

3 cause other than failure to pay an annual registration fee 

~ in such other state., district, territory, or country• 

-End-
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March 17, 1983 

SENATE STANDING COMMITTEE REPORT 
(Judiciary) 

That House Bill No. 774 be amended as follows: 

1. Page 2, line 24. 
Following: ''writing" 
Insert: ''or electronic means, if the reporter is certified 

in shorthand or machine writing,'' 

2. Page 5, lines 3 through 11. 
Strike: subsection (5} in its entirety. 


