
HOUSE BILL NO. 758 

Introduced: 02/12/83 

Referred to Committee on Appropriations: 02/12/83 
Hearing: 3/26/83 
Died in Committee 
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INTRODUCED BY ,. ~c //"""""" ?S..pArg,M- ..----

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: •AN ACT REVISING THE COUNTY 

POOR FUND MATCHING GRANT-IN-AID PROGRAM BY PROVIDING THAT 

CERTAIN EXPENSES ARE REASONABLE AND NECESSARY POOR FUND 

EXPENDITURES FOR PURPOSES OF THE HATCHING GRANT-IN-AID 

PROGRAM ANO MAKING THESE PRDYISJONS RETROACTIVE TO JULY 1, 

1982; DEFINING "INDIGENT PERSON" AND "MEDICAL SERVICES" FOR 

POOR FUND PURPOSES; MAKING THE COUNTY POOR FUND MATCHING 

GRANT-IN-AID PROGRAM A PERMANENT PROGRAM; APPROPRIATING 

MONEY FOR THE CURRENT FISCAL YEAR TO FUND EXPENDITURES 

AUTHORIZED BY THIS ACT; AMENDING SECTIONS 1 AND z, CHAPTER 

11, SPECIAL LAWS OF 1981; REPEALING SE,TION 4o CHAPTER 11, 

SPECIAL LAWS OF 1981; AND PROVIDING AN IMMEDIATE EFFECTIVE 

DATE AND AN APPLICABILITY DATE.• 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section l• Section 1, Chapter llt Special Laws of 

19&1, is amended to read: 

•section 1. Section 53-2-321, HCA• is amended to read: 

53-2-3Zl. County authorized to care for indigent and 

levy taxes therefor. 111 The board of county commissioners 

has jurisdiction and power under such limitations and 

restrictions as are prescribed by law to provide fo~ the 
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LC 05T8/01 

care and •alntenance£--lQclUdipg ••djcll seryices. of ~he 

indigent '+ek ~~· except as otherwise provided In other 

parts of this title, or the otherwise dependent poor of the 

county; erect and •ainta In hospitals therefor or othertd se 

provide for the saMe; and for said purposes to levy and 

collect annually a tax on property not exceeding 13 1/2 

•ills, except as provided in (Chapter 11. section z, Special 

~f-12All• that shall be •ade at the tl•e other tax 

levies are made on property• as provided by law. 

LU....For tbjl IIJILWl.I.U-IIf_tJl.U_g{;t.ism..JiDd [Chapter llt 

~lgn 2, Special~oL_l2Al~i follgMjng defjnjtigos 

illlRl.u 

,LU •Indigent pe..t~!.-aAiuli ;toy Individual deteraloed 

;t.Q-llL.iJ:Idlgept in accord.anc.e-ltilb the eJ tgl"bll it¥ crlt-erja 

set fgrth in__tb~gu~neral assistance or the cguotx 

ml:ltikal pi an as -illUlJ:lllfed~:t.be dei)iiCtlmDL. 

iii.L..!!I!!WiS:iiL.uu.i"-!l:;.!!_ins:ludes lllllJI..-:.t..b~l.s!ltiag 

:>et:ltil;.flli.i. 

LLI lnpatien~Ltal~ervlces: 

Lll!_gutPatLao~g~ervlces: 

!1111-Utbcc ]aboratQL¥_QDd x=ray services; 

L.ilflJkll.lllJj_..JllllL_!n:t..eJ:aadl.ate ourlilnjj_servlcu _J_p 

lg~ecm_~are facilitjes: 

tt:lbl!.llellll 

-z- I N T R 0 D U C E D B 1 L L 
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ixil gh~sis;lao•i aecyices~ 

lvliJ pgdiatry sery~ 

i~lli_gutgatient phz~ical tbecapv sgrvices; 

Llxl'speecb theraP¥, audiglogy• and hearing~ 

tx) outpatiaJt oc:cupatfgnal therapy &eryic.u.;. 

{xil ho-e b&alth c•rft s•tvic~ 

Lx''' persgnal~-~ces ;n a retipieot•J bDac& 

lX I I U bpl!tl d I Alu.l.u 

LXi•l private dui¥-nYrslng·secxiGes; 

111¥1 '<;1 ln~JU:l!killl 

!~ental ·serxt<;~ 

~ OOtpatient drugs: 

L.KJt-i i i) ocosth@tlc d@vic:es and 'W9dica1 supp1.1.aJ. 

(xJ'x' eyeg}'ass~d O,f>1-fteetrlc; ••·rxJs;est 

L•Kl·t;ransport;atlgn •and per· dtew Incurred in Qhtillnlng 

AtbAC-.•hU r;ll] 'UC1fl CAS; 

Lu.U-f.U.X·~plannl og sei:ytces:_aad 

(xxiil ·psychological •fryjces.• 

Section 2. Section 2• Chapter 11• Special Laws of 

1981• Is a•ended to read: 

•section 2. Matching grant:s fro• state funds to 

counties. (1) A county aay apply to the departaent for a 

..,tchlng grant-In-ald. The aatchlng grant-In-aid Is a state 

· contrIbutIon of 50' of the county cost of providing 

assistance to the needy for all lawful poor fund purposes• 
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except subsidy to a •edical facility. 

(Z) tal The grant she++~ be awarded if the board 

of county co.missioners or an executive officer of a county 

•akes written application to the departaent certi~ying: 

f~Lll that the county has budgeted for a alll levy in 

excess of 8 •Ills for the county poor fund; 

t&tLlil that the county has. or within a reasonable 

time will have. expended fro• the poor fund an a.ount r~d 

~ty collected 8 •Ills; 

tetLLlil that such expenditures were reasonable and 

necessary• according to criteria set by the depart.ent in 

its rules· adopted for such purposes. for the county to aeet 

Its obligations under law to provide assistance to the 

needy; and 

tdt!lxl that the county participates In or operates a 

work progra•• as authorized by 53-3-30~• that has been 

approved by the departMent• 

Lb) Fgr 'pYrpojgs of $Ub$tCtlpn «?ICaiCiljJ• reasgoqble 

and-ne&esaary expeadttuE~lgde but are not Jiwited to; 

Lil- Jggal serylcea__ca!atlng to cgynty weJfare cases 

ptqylded b~ the county attorocr•s pftlc• or by a contracted 

~ey aut;-bQ(iZed ·by the JUlord gt cmmty c;:owJsatqggrsa 

L'' )· ·taterasS; QD regtstered pMr "tund •arcaQt$1 apd 

Li II. a<fwinlstt.a.~Jt• ano superxtsery CQ$'t$ Qf oper;rting 

tbe~t& prpgrft8• 'iD£ludtog·pftrsonnel salerlgs apd wages and 
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'Q$t~of -ate(ljls. 

(3)' Upon deterllinatlon that a county has 11et the 

conditions for a aatchlng grant-In-aid• the state shall 

financially participate In 50~ of all further lavful poor 

fund expenditures, except those for a eedical facility 

subsidy. until such ti11e that a county qual ifJ·es for an 

e•ergency grant-in-aid. The 

discretion advance funds to 

depart.ent •ay 

a county for the 

at Its 

state•s 

matching contribution for poor fund expenditures, or It •ay 

reiaburse a county for such expenditures. 

(4) (a) A county receiving a matching grant-In-aid 11ay 

not levy more than 112 Mill for each 1-Mill expenditure 

equivalent over 8 •Ills for poor fund purposes except to 

subsidize a ~dical facility. 

(b) For the purposes of 53-2-323, a county has 

exhausted all sources of revenue whenever Its lawful poor 

fund expenditures (other than a subsidy for a aedical 

facility) plus the state 11atchlng contribution has reached 

an a~ount equivalent to the revenues that could have been 

20 raised by the maxlaua mill levy authorized by 53-2-321. 

21 (5) The depart•ent •ay adopt rules to lmple~~ant this 

22 sectlon~eyer. $~ylgs eay nat grqylda a defjnjtlAD_gf 

23 ~aat___peraon• or •Mfdl,al ~ryjces• tbat is ~ 

2~ ~RinlixC-OT reJtrjctiye-tb4Q_that Q(oyjded in 53-2-321.• 

25 ~~~ Section 3. Appropriation. There Is 

-5-

1 

2 

3 

It 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

H 

15 

16 

17 

18 

LC 0578/01 

appropriated from the general fund to the departMent of 

social and rehabilitation services s _____ for the fiscal 

year ending June 30• 1983, to fund the additional authorized 

expenditures established by section 2 for the county poor 

fund Matching grant-In-aid program established in Chapter 

11, Special laws of 1981, and for the county poor fund 

emergency grant-in-aid program established in 53-2-323. Any 

unspent balance of this appropriation must revert to the 

general fund. 

a~SftiiUHa Section Ito Repealer. Section It• Chapter 

11 9 Special Laws of 1981, is repealed. 

MEM SfCliQM£ Section 5a Codi¥ication instruction. 

Section z, Chapter 11• Special laws of 1981, is Intended to 

be codified as an integral part of Title 53, chapter 2. 

HEK-Sf~ Section 6a Effective date-- retroactive 

in part. (1} This act is effective on passage and approval. 

(2) Section 2 applies retroactively, within the 

meaning of 1-Z-109, as of ~u1 1 1, 198Z. 

-End-
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STATE OF MONTANA 422-83 
REQUEST NO.-----

FISCAL NOTE 
Form BD·IS 

In co1111plianee with a written request received February 15 • , 19 ~ , there Is hereby submitted a Fiscal Note 
lor House Bill 758 pursuant to Title&; 0\lpter 4, Plrt 2 of the Montana Code Annotated (MCA). 

Background information used in developing this Fiscal Nota Is available from the Office of Budget and Program Planning, to members 
of the Legislature upon request. 

DESCRIPTION OF PROPOSED LEGISLATION: 

House Bill 758 would provide that certain expenses are reasonable and necessary poor 
fund expenditures for purposes of a •atching grant-in-aid and makes the matching 
grant-in-aid progra• permanent. 

ASSUMPTIONS: 

1) Work program administrative and supply costs are based on the same assumptions 
used for the fiscal note on House Bill 197. 

2) FY 83 legal fees will be $25,000 and $5,250 for counties under 10,000. 
3) Interest on warrants will be the sa.e percentage of total poor fund as reflected 

in three grant-in-aid requests received as of 2/16/83. 
4) Costs will increase 6~ per year. 

FISCAL IMPACT: 

The proposal would increase state general fund expenditures by the following amounts: 

Under Current Law 
Under Proposed Law 
Increase Expenditure 

FISCAL NOTE 14:Z/l 

FY 83 

$ 4,037,509 
4,766,730 

$ 729,221 

16 

FY 84 

$ 2,266,694 
5,052,733 

$ 2,786,039 

FY 85 

$ 2,402,696 
5,355,952 

$ 2,953,256 

BUDGET DIRECTOR 

Office of Budget and Program ?nning 
Date: 2- ) $'- Q_] 


