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BY REQUEST OF THE SECRETARY OF STATE

A BELL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: ®AN ACT 7O GEMERALLY REVISE THE
PROVISIONS OF THE SCHODL LAWS RELATING TO ELECTIONS; TO
PROVIDE FOR ELECTICN OF COUNTY AND SCHOOL DISTRICT OFFICERS
IN ODD-NUMBERED YEARS; TO INCREASE SCHOOL TRUSTEE TERMS TO 4
YEARS; TD PROYIDE A TRANSIVION SCHEDULE; AND TO REPEAL
SECTIONS 20-20-302, 20~20-303, AND 20-20-311 THROUGH

20~20-313y MCA™

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA:
Section 1l Section 13-1-10ls MCAy is amended to read:
%]3=-1-101s Definitionse As used in this titlé- unless

the context clearly indicates otherwises the following

definitions apply?

(1} “Anything of value® means any goods that have a
certain utility to the recipient that is real and that is
ordinarily not given away free but is purchased.

{2y "Candidate” means?

(a) an individual who has filed & declaration or
petition for nominations acceptance of nemination or
appointment as a candidate for public office as required by

law;
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{b) for the purposes of chapters 35y 369 or 37e¢ an
individual who has publicly announced his intention to seek
nomination or election to public office by write=-in vote and
who has received a contribution or made an expenditure or
has given an authorization to another person to receive a
contribution or make an expenditure for the purpose of
supporting his nomination or elections

(3} (a) "Contribution™ means:

iy an advancey gifte Joans conveyances deposite
paymente or distribution of money or anything of value to
influenc<e an election;

{ii) a transfer of funds between political comamittees;

(iii) the payment by a person other than a candidate or
political committee of compensation for the personal
services of another person that are rendered to a candidate
or political committee.

{b) ™Contribution™ dones not mean:

(i) services provided without compensation by
individuals wolunteering a portion or all of their time on
benalf of a candidate or peolitical committee or wmeals and
lodging provided by individuals in their private residence
for a candidate or other individual;

(ii} the cost of any bena fide news storyy commentarys
or editorial distributed through the facilities of any

broadcasting stations newspapers magazines or other
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periodical publication of general circulation;

(ifi) the cost of any communication by any membership
organization or corporation to its members or stockholders
or employeesy so long as such organization is not a primary
political committee; or

(iv) filing fees paid by the candidate.

{4} “Election™ means a generals specials or primary
election held pursuant ta the requiremants of state lawy
regardless of the time and/or purposes

{5} ®“Flection administrator™ means the county clerk
and recorder or the individual designated by a county
governing body to be responsible for all election
administration dutiess except that with regard to school
electionss the term means the school district clerk.

{6) "Elector¥ means an individual qualified and
registersd to vote under state lawe

(?7) (a) "Expenditure®™ means a purchases payments
distributions 10any advances promise,s pledgés or gift of
noney or anything of value 'nade for the purpose of
influencing the results of an election.

(b)) “Expenditure® does not mean:

{i) servicesy foody or lodging provided in a wmanner
that they are not contributions under subsection (3);

tii) payments by a candidate for his filing fee or for

personal travel expensesy foode clothings lodgingy or
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personal necessities for himself and his family;

(iii) the cost of any bona fide news storys commentaryy
or editorial distributed through the facilities of any
broadcasting stations newspapers magaziney or other
periodical publtication of general circulation; or

(iv) the cost of any communication by any membership
organization or corporation to its mempers of stockholders
or employeesy 50 long as such organization is not a primary
political committec.

{8) wGenera) election” means an election held for the
election of public officers throughout the state at times
specified by laws including elections for officers of
political subdivisions when the time of the election is set
on tha same date for all similar political subdivisions in
the state.

(9) "Individual™ means a human beinge

{10) #Issue™ or ®pallot issue™ means a proposal
submitted to the people at an election for their approval or
rejections including but not limited to initiativesy
referenday proposed consti tutional amendmentsy recall
questionss schoot levy questionss bond issue questionss or a
ballot questions For the purposas of chapters 3%, 36+ and
37y an issue becomes a “ballot issue® upon certifjcation by
the proper official that the legal procedure necessary for

its qualification and placement wupon the ballot has been
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completeds except that a statewide issue becomes an "issue”
upon approval by the secretary of state of the forwm of the
petition or referrale

til) "Person® means an individualy corporations
associations firme partnershipy cooperatives committees
cluby unions or other organization or group of individuals
or a candidate as defined in subsection (2) of this section.

(12) =Political committee™ means a combination of two
or more individuals or a perscn other than an individual who
makes a contribution or expenditure:

(a} to support or oppose a candidate or a committee
organized to support or oppose a candidate or a petlition for
nomination; or

{b) to suppert or oppose a ballot issue or a committee
organi zed to Support or oppose a ballot issue; or

(c) as an earmarked contributione

(13) *Political subdivision® Reans a Countys
consol idated municipal-county gover nments municipalitye
special districts or any other unit of governments except
including school districtsy having authority to hold an
election for officers or on a ballot issue.

{1%4) "Primary" or “primary election” means an election
held throughout the state to nominate candidates for public
office at times specified by lawe inciuding nominations of

candidates for offices of political subdivisions when +the
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time for such nominations is set on the same date for all
similar subdivisions In the state.

{15) "Pubtic office®™ means a states countyes municipals
schools or other district office that is filled by the
people at an electione

{16) “Registrar® means the county election
adminé strator and any requlartly appointed deputy or
assistant election administrators

{1T) "Special election® means an election other than a
statutorily scheduled primary or general election held at
any time for any purpose provided by laws It may be held in
conjunction with a statutorily scheduled election.

(18} "Vvoting machine or device®™ wmeans any equipment
used to recorde tabulate,y or in any manner process the vote
of an elector."™

Section 2« Section 13-1-10%s MCAy is amended to read:

n13-1-10%e Times for holdlng general electionse (1) A
general election shal) be held throughout the state in every
even-numbered year on the first Tuesday after the first
Monday of November to elect federal officerss state or
multicounty district officerss members of the legislaturey
and judges of the district courty-and-coanty——effieara when
the terms of such offices will expire before the next
schaduled election for the coffices or when one of the

offices wust be filled for an unexpired term as provided by
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laws

{2) A general election shall be held throughout the
state in every odd-numbered year on the first Tuesday after
the first Monday In November to elect schopl._district
offlcerss . county gofficerss municipal officersy officers of
potitical subdivisions wholly within one county and not
required to hold annual electionss and any other officers
specified by law for election in odd-numbered years when the
term for the offices wil) expire before the mext scheduled
election for the offices or when one of the offices must be
filled for an unexpired term as provided by |awe.

{3) The general election for any political subdivision
required to hold elections annually shall be held on school
alection days the first Tuesday of April of each years and
is subject to the election procedures provided for in
13-1-4801."

Section 3. Section 20-20-101s MCA, is amended to read:

"20-20-101l. ODefinitione As used in this titley unless
the context clearly indicates otherwisay "school election®
means any election condueted gcalled by a district or
community college district for the purpose of edeeting
trusteesy--for authorizing taxationes for authorizing the
issuance of bonds by an elementary district or a high school
districty or for accepting or rejecting any proposition that

may be presentad to the electorate for decislon in
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accordance with the provisions of this titles A_referencse ino
this..title__to__an._election _for _the _purpose__of regulac
election pof a_trustes means the _electioo._provided for. .in
13z1:=10442)a"

Section 4+ Section 20-20-102s HCAy s amended to read:

®20-20-102. Precedence of school election pravisionse
Except as otherwise provided In this titles school elections
shall be conducted and canvassed and the results shall be
returned in the same mammer as provided for ganaral
elections in Title 13. Should there be a conflict between
the requirements of Title 13 and the provisions of this
title regulating school electionsy the provisions of ehis
téete Title 13 shall governs The saperintendent-ef-pubiie
instroctvon secraetary of state may make any necessary rules
to clarify Title 13 provisions for use in school elections.™

Section S« Section 20~20-10%44 MCAy is amended to read:

"20~20~10%4+ Formss The forms necessary for school
district elections shall be the same as those prescribed by
law or the secretary of state. Fhe-superintendent-of-pubiie
+nseruction~mey~tasue-prescribad-foras—for-schooi--aleesions
with-—any-~necessary~~revistons—of~--preseribead-or-statatory
formswe™

Section 6. Sectlion 20-20-105y MCAy is amended to read:

®20-20-105+« Regular school election day and speclal

school electionse The first Tuesday of April of each year

-8-
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shall be the regular school election day for__elections
related. . ta..voter aporoyal of autherizing taxation_ or other
matters _associated with _ establiishing -a._budget. .for  the
g¢nsuing._fiscal __ysare Irustee elactions.must be canductad
under_33=1-10%{Z)ls Unless otherwise provided by Tawe special
school  elections may be conducted at such times as
determined by the trustees.™

section 7« Section 20-20-10Ts MCAe is amended to read:

"20-20~107. Election expensess AVl expenseas
necessarily incurred in the matter of holding school
elections shall be paid out of the school funds of the
districty except when such expenses are by law to be shared
by a community college district for which the district is
conduzting an elections Eor _elactions . _held . under
13-1-10%(2)s_ costs_ _must__be _apporiloned _as_.proyided..in
13-1-302{23s Fhe trustees may pay the election judges of a
school election at a rate not to exceed the prevailing
federal minimum wage per hour of service in connection with
such election."

Section Be Section 20-20-201, MCAs is amended to read:

mzp=-20-201e C£alling of school electlions (1) At least
40 days before any school electiony the trustees of any
district shall call such school election by resolutiony
stating the date and purpose of such electiony and shall

notify _the _election adelnistrators who shal) conduct it in
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accordance with the procedures required by lawe when:

{a} an election must be held on the regular school
election day;

(b) in their discretions the trustees order an
alection for a purpose authorized by law}

{c} ‘the county superintendent orders an election In
accérdance with the Vaw authorizing such an orders;

{d) the board of public education orders an election
in accordance wlth the law authorizing such an order;

{e) the county commissionars order an election in
accordance with the law authorizing such an order;

{f) the board of trusteas of a comaunity college
district orders an election in accordance with the law
authorizing such an order (in which case the community
college district shall bear its share of the cost of such
election)j or

{g) a schocl election is reguired by law under any
other clrcumstancess

{2) The resolution calling any school election shall
be transmitted to the county election administrator ne later
than 35 days before the election in order to enable him to
close the registration and prepare the lists of registered
electars as required by school election laws.®

Section 9. Section 20-3-301, MCAy is amended to read:

m20-3-301. Election and term of office. {1) Every

-10-
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trustee position prescribed by this title shall be subject
to electiony and the term of office for each position shall
ba 3 & years unless it is otherwise specifically prescribed
by this titles

{2) The trusteas shall be composed of the number of
trustee positlons prescribed for a district by 20-3-341 and
20-3-351. When exercising the power and performing the
duties of trusteesy the members shall act coillectively and
only at a regular or a properly called special meeting.

(3) The number of trustee positlons in a district
shall vary in accardance with 20~3-341 and 20-3-351
according to the type of districte"

Section 10. Section 20-3-302y MCAy is amended to read:

»20-3-302. Legislative intent to elect 3Iess-——than
mejortty not more_than gone over half of trustees. (L) It Is
the Intention of the Jlegislature that the terms of =a
majority pot__more__thao.-.one__aver _half of the trustee
positions of any district with elected trustees shall not
regularly expire and be subject to election on the same
regular school election days Fhereforey--itn———elementary
districtsy--there--shealt-~not-—be--more--than-—three-trustee
pesitions-in-first-class-distrietay-two-trustee-positions-in
second~ctass-districta-or-third-ciass-distriets-having-=five
trustee——positionsy-—ar--one—trastee-pesitvon-in-third-ciass

dtarpicts—-having-three—trustee-positions--regatartiy-~sgbject
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to-etection-at-the-same-timer-in-high-scheot-distrtcta—there
shali--not--be-more~than-two-additional-trustees—positions—in
f+rat-—-pr--ascond-clasa~~distriets-~or-—more-—than--one-—+n
third-tioss——distrteta--regolariy-snbject-to-etection-at-the
same-t imes~Fn-high-schoot~-distpictea~operating-a-ceanty——high
asehoely--thepre—~shall-pot-be-more-than-twe-trustee—pasttions
to-be-Ffitted-by-members-residing-+n-the-clementary--diseriet
where--the--county--htgh--schosot-but+iding-is-tecated-sr—more
than-one-trustee-position-to-be-f+ited-by--members--restding
ocutdide——of-~the--elementary-—ditstrict-where-the-cocunty—htgh
schoot-buttding-i9-Focated-gsubjeet~to—eteetion-ae-~the--same
timew

(2) While it is the iptention of the legislature that
the terms of s-mejeri+ty not_more thao goe gyer balf of the
trustees of any district shall net reqularly expire and be
subject to election at the same timey it is recognized that
the following circumstancess relating to the terms of
trustees appointed to newly created positions or to
positions vacated by deaths resignations or operation of
lawe snay Yead to a subsequent school election in which =a
mejority @more__than. one cyer._half of Lthe trustee positions
are subject to election at the same time:

(a) the creation of a new elementary district under
the provisions of 20-6-217;

{(b) the consclidation of two or more elementary

-12~
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districts to form an elementary district under the
provisions of 20-6-203;

€¢) the establishment of additional trustee positions
of 3 high school district under the provisions of 20-3-353
or 20-3-3%4%;

(d) the change of a district®s classiflication under
the provisions of 20-6-201 and 20-6-301;

(e} the filling of a trustee position which has become
vacant under the provisions of 20-3-308 or any other
provision of law;

(f) the establishment of additional elementary trustee
posi tions under the provisions of 20-3-341(3); or

{91 any other clrcumstance arising wunder the law
wherein a trustee position Is filled by appointment subject
to election at the next regular school electione”

Section 1lls Section 20-3-303s MCAs is amended to read:

*20-3-303. Term of vacated trustee position after
electione Whenever a trustee position is subject to election
pecause a vacancy of such position has occurred since the
Yast eequbar--schoot trustee election days the term of the
trustze position shall not change and the member elected to
il such position shall serve the remainder of the
unexpired termes®

Section 12. Section 20-3-304s MCAy is amended to read:

"320-3-304., Annual electione. In each district an
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election of trustees shall be conducted snnmat?y hienaially
on the regutar-scheoot local general election days the first
Tuesday of-~apri¥ after _the first _Mooday. in Sovemsber of
pdd-ouabered_yeacs_as__provided _in. _13=1-104« Election of
trustees shall comply with tha election provisions of Title
13 and this title.*

Section 13« Section 20-3-30%p MCAy Is amended to read:

®20-3-305. Candidate qualification and nominatione (1)
Any person who is qualified to vote in a district under the

provisions of 20-20-301 shalt be eligible for the office of

trustece.

(2) Any five electors qualified under the provisions
of 20-20-301 of any districty except a first-class
elementary districty may nominate as wany trustae candidates
as there are trustee positions subject to election at the
ensuing elections The name of each person nominated for
candidacy shall be submitted te-the-clerk--of--tne--district
not-Iess-than-28-days—be fare—-the-reguinr—achoet-elcacion—-day
at-—ghith-—he-rs—to—be—-a-candidate as_provided in l3-14-113.
If there are different terms to be filleds the term for
which each candidate is nominated shall also be indicatede."

Section 14. Section 20-3-306y HCA, is amended to read:

"20-~3-308. Conduct of elections (1) The trustees of
each district shall call a trustee election en-the-requter

tchoot —etection-day-of-raeh-sthes}—~fiscat-~year uUnder the
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provisions of 20-20-201y except as provided in 20-3-344.
The trustees shall call and-eondwet the trustee election in
the manner prescribed in this title for school elections and
Title 13. Any elector qualified to vote under the provisions
of 20-20-301 may vote at a trustee electiona

(2} The trustee election ballets shall be
subatantietty--in-~the--following-~form» cugfore. _to .. the
requicements  for _noopartisan_ballots. provided io Title )3.
chapter l12e_part 2.

GFFEEEAL-DALLST
SEHOOE~FRYUSFEE-ELECFEON
EINSFRAUEFIONS—FO-YOFERS+-Make-an—K-or——sinitar--nark--in-—-the
vacant--square-befere-the-name-of -tha-condidate-for-whom-youn

wish-to—votew
Yote-for-tindicate-number—to-be-eleeted)-for--a--3-year
terms
Ej ttist-the-names-of-the-candidotes-for-a-3-year--term
nith-a—vacant=-square-+n-frent—of-coch-namery
¥ote-—for--tindicote-number—to-pe-eleeted)-for-a-2-year
terne
Ea ttist-the-nsmes—of-the-candidates-for-a-2—year--term
with-a-vacant-aquare—in-front-of-each-nanes}
¥ote——for--{indicate~number—to-be-elecredy-for-a-i-year
terme

EH te+st-ehe-names-af—the-candidates-for-a~i-year--term
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with-a-vascant-square-+n-front-of-each-nunest™

Section 15+ Section 20-3-309, MCA» is amended to read:

®20-3-30%9. Filling vacated trustee position -
appointee qualification and term of offices (1) Whenever a
trustee position becomes vacant in any districty the
remaining wmembers of the trustees shall declare such
position vacant and they shall appoints in writing within 60
daysy a competent person as a successors The trustees shal)
notify the appointee and the county superintendent of such
appointmente If the trustees do not make the appointment
within such 60-day periods the county superintendent shall
appointes in writings a2 Competent person as a successcr and
notify such person of his appointmente.

{2) Any person who has been appointed to a trusgee
position shall qualify by completing and filing an oath of
office with the county superintendent within 15 days after
receiving notice of his appointment. Failure to file the
oath of office shall constitute a continuation of the
trustee position vacancy which shall be filled under the
provisions of this section.

{3) Any person assuming a trustee position under the
provisions of this section shall serve until a_successor._is
elected _at the next requisr-schoeot trustae election and hés
successor-has 1s qualified."

Section 16« Section 20-3-321s HCAy is amended to read:
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#20-3=-321. Organization and officerss (1) The trustees
of each district shall enmueldy higonially organize as a
governing board of the district after the rogular election
day and after the issuance of the election certificates to
the newly electead trusteesy but not Vlater than the third
Saturday of Apr+¥ Jaguary. In order to organizes the
trustees of the district shall be given notice of the time
and place where the organization meeting will be heldy, and
at such meeting they shall choose one of their number as the
chairmane« In additiony except for the ¢trustees of @ hlgh
schocl district operating a county high schools the trustees
shall employ and appoint a competent persony who is not a
member of the trusteess as the clerk of the districts The
trustees of a high school district operating a county high
school! shall appoint a secretaryy who shall be a wmeaber of
the boarde

{2) The chairman of the trustees of any district shall
serve until the next organization meeting and shall preside
at all the meetings of the trustees in accordance with the
customary rules of ordere He shall perform the duties
prescribed by this title and any other duties that normally
pertain to such officere®

Section 17« Section 20-3-324¢y MCAy i$ amended to read:

"20=-3-324s Powers and duties. As prescribed elsewhere

in this titles the trustees of each district shall have the

-17~
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power and it shall be their duty to perform the following

duties or acts:

(1) employ or dismiss a teachers principaly or other
assistant upon the recommendation of the district
superintendents the county high school principaly or oOther
principal as the board wmay deem nacessarys accepting or
re jecting such recommendation as the trustees shall in their
sole discretion determine, in accordance with the provisions
of Title 20y chapter 4;

{2y employ and dismiss administrative personnely
clerksy secretariess teacher aidess custodianss maintenance
personnely school bus driversy food service personnely
nursesy and any other personnel deemed necessary to carry
out the various services of the district;

{3} adwminister the attendance and tuition provisions
and otherwise gqovern the pupils of the district in
accordance with the provisions of the pupils chapter of this
title;

(4) cally-eonducty—and-certify the elections of the
district in accordance with the provisions of the achoo}
eteevions—chapter—-of laWs_gayerning.elections in this title
and_Title 13;

{5] participate Iin the teachers® retirement system of
the state of Montana in accordance with the provisions of

the teachers® retirement system chapter of Title 193

-18-
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{6) participate in district boundary change actions in
accordance with the provisions of the districts chapter of
this title;

(7T) organizesy cpeny closey or acquire isolatjon status
for the schools of the district in accordance with the
provisions of the school organization part of this title;

{8) adopt and administer the annual budget or an
emergency budget of the district In accordance with the
provisions of the schoo) budget system part of this titles

{9) conduct the fiscal business of the district in
accordance with the provisions of the school financial
administration part of this title;

(10) establish the ANBy foundation programy permissive
levys additional 1levys cash reservey and state impact aid
amount for the general fund of the district in accordance
with the provisions of the ganeral fund part of this titles

{11) establishs maintains budgets and finance the
transportation program of the district in accordance with
the provisions of the transportation parts of this title;

{12) Issue, refunas sell.s pudgeto and redeem the bonds
of the district in accordance with the provisions of the
bonds parts of this title;

{13) when  applicable, establishe financially
administery and budget for the tultion fundy retirement

fundy building reserve Fundy adult education funde
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nonoparating fundey school food services funds miscellaneous
federal proarams fundy building fundy housing and dormitory
fundy traffic education funde and interlocal cocoperative
agreenrent fund in accordance with the provisions of the
other schoo) funds parts of this title;

{14) when applicabley administer any interlocal
cooperative agreements giftse legaciess or devises in
accardance with the provisions of the miscellaneous
financial parts of this title;

(15} hold in truste acquires and dispose of the real
and personal property of the district in accordance with the
provisions of the school sites and facilities part of this
title;

(l6) operate the schools of the district in accordance
with the provislons of the school calendar part of this
title;

(1T) establish and maintain the instructional services
of the schools of the district In accordance with the
provisions of the instructional servicess textbookse
vocational educations and speclal education parts of this
titles

(18) establish and maintain the school food services of
the district in accordance with the provisions of the school
food services parts of this title;

(19) make such reports from time to time as the county
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superintendents superintendent of public instruction, and
board of public education may require;

{20) retainy when deemed advisable, a physician or
registered nurse to inspect the sanitary conditions of the
school or the ganeral health conditions of sach pupll ande
upon requeste make available to any parent eor guardian any
medical reports or health records maintained by the district
pertaining to his chilg;

{21) for each member of the trusteesy visit each school
of the district not less than once each school fiscal vyear
to examine its managements conditionss and needs:

[22) procure and display outside daily in suitable
weather at each school of the district an American flag
which shall be not less than & feet by 6 feetj and

{23} perform any other duty and enforce any other
requiraments for the government of the schools prescribed by
this titles the polictes of the board of public educations
or the rules of the superintendent of public instruction.®

Secthon 18« Section 20-3-341ly MCA4 is amanded to read:

"20-3-341. Number of trustee positions in elementary
districtse The number of trustee positions In each
elementary district shall vary according to the district's
classifications as established by 20-6-201:

(1) There shall be seven trustee positions in a

first-class elementary districte
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{2) There shall be five trustee positions in a
second-class elementary districte

t3) There shall be three trustee positions in a
third-class elementary district; howavers upon the majority
vote of the board of trusteess the number may be increased
to five trustee positions at the naxt trustee alections
provided that notice of such action of the board of trustees
be published by the clerk of the district in a newspaper of
general circulation in the county prior to danuary July 1 of
the year of such trustee election.™

Saection 19s Section 20-3-342y MCAs is amended to read:

"20-3-342. UCetermination of terms after creation or
consol idation of elementary districtse Hhenever the trustees
are elected at one regular-schoot frusiee election under the
circumstances described in subsections {2)ta) and (2} (b) of
20-3-302y the members who are elected shall draw by lot to
determine +their terms of c¢ffice. Such terms of office by
trustee position shall be:

[L) three for 3 4 yearsy-twe and four for 2 yearsy-ond
ewo-fFear~k-year in a first-class elementary district;

(2) two for 3 & yearsy-two and.toree for 2 yearssy~—and
one--for--¥~~yamar in second-class slementary districts and
third-class elementary districts having five trustee
positions; or

{3) one for 3 & vearsy-ene and twg for 2 yearses-and
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one-for-i-year in a third-class alementary district having
three trustee positions.*

Section 20« Section 20-3-343, MCAy is amended to read:

*20~-3~343, Deteraination of terms after change of
district classification. Hhenever the change of an
elementary district classification requires the addition of
trustee positions to the trustees of such district under the
circumstance described in 20-3-302(2}(d)sy the members who
are elected shall draw by 1ot to determine their terms of
office which shall be one for 3 4 years and one for 2
yearss" -

Section 2l. 3Section 20-3-344y MCAs is amended to read:

®20-3-34%4. Nomination of candidates by petition in
first-class efementary district. Any 20 electorse qualified
under the provisions of 20-20-30ly of any first-class
elementary district may nominate by petition as many trustee
candidates as there are trustee positions subject to
election at the ensuing elections The name of each person
nominated for candidacy shall be Submitted to-the--eterk-~of
the-diatrice-not-tess~than—-46~-days-befora-the-reguier-schest
eleceion-day-at-whieh-he-is-to-be-a-candidete as_providad.in
13=14=113. If there are different terms to be Filledy the
term for which each candidate is nominated shall also be
indicateds Fhe--eiection—sheli-be-condactad-with-the-batine

as-apeetfred-fn-28-3-366v"
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Section 22« Section 20-3-355y MCA4 is amended to read:

®20-3+355. Determination of terms after establishment
or reestablishment of additional trustee positionse (1)
Nhenever all of the additional trustee positions are subject
to election at one regular school election wunder the
clircumstance described in 20-3-302(2){c)+ the members who
are elected shall draw by 1ot to determine their terms of
offices. Such terms of office by number of members elected
shall be:

{a) two for 3 & yearsy if four are electedj

fb) one for 3 & yearsy if onNes twos oOr three are
elected;

{c) ome tyn for 2 yearsy if twey threey or four are
etected: and

(d) one for i~yeer 2_ygarsy if three-or-feur jLng are
etected.

(2) MWhenever the reestablifshment of the additional
trustee positions for a high school district under the
provisions of 20-3-354 results in an increased number of
additional trustee positionss the members who are elected at
the next reqular-sehood Lrustee eltection shall draw by lot
to determine their terms of office and such terms shall be
determined in accordance with the additional trustee terms
prescribed in this section.®

Section 23. Section 20-6-203¢ MCAy is amended to readq:

-D -
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"20-6-203s District consolidatione Any two oOF more
elementary districts In one county may consolidate to
organize an elementary district. The consolidation shatl be
conducted under the following procedure:

(1) At the time the consolidation proposition is first
consideredy the districts involved shall jointly datermine
whether the consolidation shall be made with or without the
mutual assumption of the bonded indebtedness of each
district by atl districts included in the consolidation
propositionas

(2) A consolidation proposition may be introduceds
individuallys ¥n each of the districts by either of the two
following methodss:

{a) the trustees may pass a resolution requesting the
county superintendent to order an election to consider a
consol idation proposition involving their districti or

¢b} not less than 20% of the electors of an elementary
district who are qualified to vote undar the provisions of
20-20-301 may petition the county superintendent requesting
an election to consider a consolidation proposition
involving their resldent districte

{3) when the county superintendent has receijved a
resclution or a valid petition from each of the districts
included in the consolidation propositiony he shalls within

10 days after the receipt of the last resolution or petition
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and as provided by 20-20-20ly order the trustees of each
elementary district included in the consolidation
proposition to call a consolidation electione

{#) Each district, individuallys shall call and
conduet an election in the wmanner prescribed in this title
for school electionss In addition:

(a) if the districts to be consolidated are to
mutually assume the bonded indebtedness of each district
involved in the consolidations the consolidation election
also 5hall follow the procedures prescribed in 20-6-206; or

{b) if the districts to be consolidated are not to
mutually assume the bonded iIndebtedness of each district
involved in the consclidations the consolidation election
also shall follew the procedures prescribed in 20-6-207+

(5) After the county superintendent has received the
election certification under the oprovisions of 20-20-416
from——~the-——trpstees---of-—-sach--dirstriet--inetvaed-—in--a
eonsotidation--propesteieny he shall determine if the
consolidation proposition has been approved in each
districts If each district has approved the consolidation
prapositions he shalls within 10 days after the receipt of
the last election certificates order the consolidation of
such districtss If it be for consolidation with the mutual
assumx>tion of bonded indebtedness of each elementary

district by all districts included in the consolidation
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ordery such order shall specify that all the taxable real
and personal property of the consolidated district shall
assume the bonpded indebtedness aof each districte In
additiones such order shall specify the number of the
consol idated elementary district and shall contain the
county superintendent®s appointment of the trustees for the
consolidated district who shall serve until a sSuccessor s
elected at the next succeeding reguier-~asheed trustae
election and is qualifiede The superintendent shall send a
copy of such order to the board of county commissioners and
to the trustees of each district incorporated in the
consalidation ordere

(6} If any district Included in the consolidation
proposition disapproves the consclidation propositions the
consolidation of all districts shall fails and the county
superintendent shall notify each district of the disapproval
of the consclidation propositione™

Section 24« Section 20-6-205+ MCAs is amended to read:

¥20-6+205. Elementary district annexations An
elementary district may be annexed to another elementary
district located In tha same county when one of the
conditions of 20-6-204 is wmet In accordance with the
following procedures

{1) At the time the annexation proposition is first

considereds the districts involved shall jointly detersine
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whether the annexation shall be made with or without the
joint assumption of the bonded indebtedness of the annexing
district by the district to be annexed and the annexing
districte.

{2} An annexation proposition may be introduced in the
district to be annexed by either of the two following
methods <

(a) the trustees may pass a resolution requesting the
county superintendent to order an election to consider an
anpnexation proposition for their district; or

(b} not less than 20X of the electors of the district
who are qualified to vote under the provisions of 20-20-301
may petition the county superintendent requesting an
etection to consider an annexation proposition for their
districte

(3) Before ordering an election on the propasitiony
the county superintendent shall first receive from the
trustees of the annexing district a resclution giving him
the authority to annex such districte

{(4) MWhen the county superintendent has received
authorization from the annexing districts he shalls within
10 days after the receipt of the resolution or a valid
petition from the district to He annexed and as provided by
20-20-201y oOrder the trustees of the district to be annexed

to call an annexation elections
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{51 The district shall call and-eenduet an election in
the manner prescribed in this title for scthool electionse In
addition!

{a) if the district to be annexed is to jointly assume
with the annexing district the bonded indebtedness of the
annexing districtes the annexation election shail also follow
the procedures prescribed in 20~-6-206% or

{b) if the district to be annexad is not to jointly
assume With the anmnexing district the bonded indebtedness of
the anpexing districty the annexation election shall also
follow the procedures prescribed in 20-6~207.

(6) After the county superintendent has received the
election certificate from--the-=trustees—-of-—the~-~district
conduceing-~the-—-annexation-edeection under the provisions of
20-20-416 and if the annexation proposition has been
approved by such election. he sShall order the annexation of
the territory of the elementary district voting on such
proposition to the elementary district that has authorized
the anpnexation to its territorye Such order shall be issued
within 10 days after the receipt of the election certificate
andy if it be for annexation with the assumption of bonded
ingebtednessy shall specify that all the taxabla real and
personal property of the annexed territory shall jJointly
assume with +the annexing district the existing bonded

indebtedness of the annexing districtes The county
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superintendent shall send a copy of the order to the board
of county commissioners and to the trusteas of the districts
involved in the anpexation orders

(7)y If the annexation proposition Is disapproved in
the district to be apnexed, it shall fail and the county
superintendent shall notify each district of the disapproval
of the annexation proposition."

Section 25« Section 20-6-206s MCAy is amended to read:

®20-6-206. Consclidation or annexation election with
assumotion of bonded indebtednesss A copsolidation electlon
involving the mutual assumption of bonded indebtednaess by
the elementary districts to be consolidateds as prescribed
in 20+6-203+ or an annexation election ¥nvolving the joint
assumption of bopded indebtedness by the elementary district
to be annexedy as prescribed in 20-6-205¢+ shall comply with
the following procedures in addition to those prescribed by
thie—titde for other school elections:

1) In a consclidation election the ballots shall
reads after stating the censolidation propositiony "FOR
consolidation with assumption of bonded indebtedness® and
HAGAINST coasclidation with assumption of bonded
indebtednessY,

(2) 1In an annexation election the ballots shall read.
after stating +the annexation praopositions "FOR annexation

with assumption of bonded indebtedness®™ and RAGAINST
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annexation with assumption of bonded Indebtedness®.

{3) Any elector qualified to vote under the provisions
of 20-20-301 may votes

{4) wWhen the <trustees--in——cach--elenentary-distriee
canducting-an-etectton-canvass-the vote i§__caavassed under
the oprovisions of 20-20-415s they the hgard.of.canvassers
shall decides according to the following procedurey if the
proposition has been approved:

{a) determine if a sufficient number of the quallfied
electors of the district have voted to validate the election
and have voted to approve the election proposition in the
same manner reguired for bond elections by 20-9-428; and

{b) when the proposition is approved under subsecticn
(#){a)+ determine the number of votes ®FOR"™ and "AGAINST™
the proposition.

(5) The oproposition shall be approved In the district
if a majority of those voting approve the propositione If
the proposition is disapproved under either the provisions
of subsection (4#){a) or (4){b)y the proposition shall be
disapproved in the district."”

Section 26e Section 20-6-211y MCAy is amended to read:

"20-6-211. Jolnt elementary district dissolutione (1)
Any joint elementary district may be dissolved. A
proposition to dissolve a joint elementary district shall be

introduced by a petition signed by a wmajority of the
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electorsy qualified under the provisions of 20-20-3CGly who
reside in the territory of the joint district that is
locatad within one countys Such petition shall be addaressed
and presented to the county superintendent of the county of
residence of the petitionerse

[2) Whenever a county superintendent receives a wvalid
petition for the dissolution of a joint elementary districty
he shall immediately notify the county superintendents of
all the other counties with territory located in the joint
districts The county superintandents Jointly shally within
L0 days after the receipt of the petition and as provided by
20~20-2014+ order the trustees of the joint district to call
an elzactions The trustees 5hal) call end-ecsnduesey at the
same times separate elections in each portion of the Joint
district that is located in a separate county. Such
etections shall be called and conducted in the m@anner
prescribed in this title for school elections and shall be
considered as if each were an election In & separate
districte An elector who may vote at a joint district
dissolution election shall be qualified to vote under the
provisions of 20-20-30le The election judges for each
separate election in the Joint district shal!l send the
election certificate to tha county superintendent of the
county in which they serve.

{32) After the receipt of the election certificates,

P L
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the county superintendents shall jointly determine the
result of such election on the following basis:

{a) if a majority of all the joint district electors
voting at each election conducted in the joint district are
in favor of the dissolution of the Joint districty the
dissolution of the joint elementary district shall be
approved;

{b) if two-thirds of the electors voting at one of the
elections conducted in a county®s portion of the joint
district vote in favor of the Joint district dissolutions
the dissolution of that portion of such joint district may
be approved if all the county superintendents involved in
such dissolution proposition agree that such disselution
will not place an wundue hardship on any other county's
portisn of the jolant district and there is no good anpd
sufficient v¢eason why such dissolution should not be wmade;
or

{c) if the conditions of either subsection (a) or (b)
cannot be satisfieds the dissolution of the joint district
shall pe disapproveds

(%} Tha county superintendents shall jointly order the
joint elementary district dissolution if the proposition is
approved ands whether It has been approved or disapproveds
shall jointly notify the joint district of the results The

dissolution of a joint district shall become effective on
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the first day of the ensuling school fiscal yeare.

{5) #When the dissolution of a Jjoint elementary
district has been approved and ordered under subsection
{3)(a) aboves the county superintendent of each county shall
individually order the attachment of the territory of the
dissolved joint elementary district within his county to a
contiguous elementary district within his county except when
a schaol is operated in such territorys in which case the
territory shall operate as a separate elementary district of
the county.

(&) When the dissolution of a jolat elementary
district has been approved and ordered under the provisions
of subsection (3)(b) abovey the county superintendent of the
county where <the dissolved portion of the joint elementary
district is Jocated shall attach such teérritory to a
contiguous elementary district within his countys

(7)Y 1In the event a dissolution proposition is
disapproveds no subsequent Jjoint elementary district
dissolution electlion shall be neld within 3 vyears
thereafter.™

Section 2Te Section 20-6-304¢ MCA4 is amended to read:

"20-6-304. High school boundary commission -—
procedure for boundary changee divisions or redivisions (1)
Each county of the state of Montana shall have a high school

bhoundary commission consisting of +the board of county
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commissionars and the county superintendent. Whenever a
county superintendent receives a resolution from the
trustees of any high school district requesting a boundary
change or a request to divide or redivide the county into
high school districtsy he shall immediately notify the high
school boundary commissions Such commission shall set a
times dater and place for a public hearing on the requesta
The hzaring shall be set for a date within 60 days after the
receist of the requests and any interested person may appear
and be heard on Such requestes The county superintendent
shall sand a written notice of the public hearing on a
requested boundary changes divisiony or redivision to the
trustees of each elementary and high school district of the
county which has territory that would be affected by the
change. The county superintendent shall also give notice of
such public hearing +m-eccordanee-with-the--requirenent——for
sehoot-<—eteetion--motices--praseribed--hy-—sepoot--etection
provisrons-of-this-titte pot less_than 20 days_er. egre._than
30__days__hefore the day of the hearing by posting petice io
gach. precinct . and. by _apy..other. _suitablg._.meags. The
certificate of the county superintendent filted with the high
sthool boundary commission reciting that such notice
requirements have been satisfied shall be conclusive.

(2) In cansidering a request to change high school

district boundaries or to divide or redivide the county into
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high school districtss the high schocl boundary commission
shall give primary consideration to the cenvenience of the
high school pupils of the territory under considerations
Such commission also shall consider the grouping of
elementary districts to be encompassed by a high school
district or districts and shall group contiguous elementary
districts within a high school district unless obstacles of
travely such as mountainsy riversy Impractical routes of
travely or distances make such grouping impractical. After
the hearings the high school boundary commission may grant
or deny any request made under the provisions of 20-6-302
for a high school district boundary change but shall order
the fivision of the county into high school districts
whenever requested under the provisions of 20-6-303. In the
latter case the commission®s discretion shall extend only to
the establishing of boundaries for tha newly created high
school district oy districts.”

Saction 28« Section 20~6-309y MCAy is amended to read:

¥20-6+309. Procedure for organization of joint high
school districts The high school district bouhdary changes
permitted under 20-6-308 shall be made according to the
following procedure:

(1} A majority of the electors of a joint elamentary
district who are qualified te vote under the provisions of

20-20-301 and who reside in a county where the elementary
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school is not located may petition the county superintendent
of their resident county to transfer the territory of the
joint elementary district whare they resida to establish a
joint high school districts Such petition also shall state
the reasons for requesting such a boundary change and the
nunber of high school! pupils residing in the territorye.

{2} When the county superiatendant receives a valid
petition requesting the establisnment of a joint high schoot
districty he shall set a timey datey and place for a public
hearing on the request which is not more than 4C¢ days after
the raceipt of the petition. He shall give notice of such
nhearing in-aecordonce-with-—the--eleetion--requiremsents-—for
achoot~---election-—-notices-~preseribed-~by--sehoot--eteeceion
provisiens-of-this-t+ede poi less.ibao 20 days of moce. . than
30__days__before the.day. of the hearing by postlpg notice io
each precioct aod by any other suitable _means. The county
superintendent shall also notify the county superintendent
of the county where the high school is located and the
trustees of the nigh school districte

{3y The county superintendent shall hear the request
to change the high school district boundaries at the placey
timesy and date set for the hearinges and any interested
persol may appear and be heard on the requast. If the county
superintendent deems it advisable and in the best interests

of the residents of the territory to be transferreds he
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shall grant the petitioned request and order the change of
high school boundaries to establish a joint high school
districte Otherwisesy he shalls by orders deny the reqguests
(4y IF the county super intendant orders the
establishment of a jJoint high school districts he shall
immedi ately send the order to the county superintendent of
the county where the high school is locatede If the county
superintendent of such county approves the orders+ he shall
send such order to the trustees of the high school districte
If the trustees approve the ordery the boundary change shall
become eoffectiva. MNWithout the approval of such county
superintendent and trusteesy the boundary change shall fail.
(5} At any time within 30 days after the date of the
county superintendent®s order to grant or deny the request
to establish a Joint high school districty an appeal may be
made to the board of county commissioners of the county in
which the petition originatede The bcard of county
commissioners shall conduct a hearing for the appealy and
their decision shallt be finales subject to the approvals
required by subsection (4)}.%
Sectlion 29+ Section 20-6~3124 MCAs is5 amended to read:
"20~6-312. County high school wunifications (i) Any
county high schoeol may be unified with the elementary
district where the county high school buitding is located to

establish a unified school system under a unified board of
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trustzes, If the county has not been divided into high
school districtss a2 high school district with boundaries
coterminous with the county boundaries shail be createdys
except that such high scheol district shall not include the
territory of any existing joint high school district located
in the countys The <territory of an existing joint high
school district shall remain a part of such joint high
school districte The creation of high school districts under
this provision shall be in lieu of the high school district
divisfon provisions of 20-6~303.

{2} A proposition te unify a county high school with
the elementary district where the county high school
building is located shall be introduced whenever:

{a) the trustees of the county high school anag the
trustees of the elementary district individually pass
resclutions requesting the county superintendent to order an
election to consider a unification proposition; or

{b) not less than 20% of the electors of the county
ore §if the county has been divided into high school
districtss the electors of the high school district where
the county high scheol is locateds and who are qualified to
vote under the provisions of 20-20-301s petition the county
superintendent to order an election to consider a
unification proposition.

{3) when the county superintendent has receivead the
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trustees® resolutions or a valid petitions he shally within
10 days after the receipt of the last resolution or petition
and under the provisions of 2Z0-20-201s order the county high
school to <¢call an election to consider a wunification
propositions The trustees of the county high school shall
call snd-conduet an election in the manner prescribed +n
this—-titde for school alections. An elector who may vote on
the unification proposition shal) be qualified to vote under
the provisions of 20-20-301. The batlot for a county high
school unification proposition shall be substantially in the
following form:
®OFFICIAL BALLOT
COUNTY HIGH SCHOOL UNIFICATION
ELECTION

Shall sess County High School be unified with District
NO« esssy seee County to establish a unified school system
under a unified board of trustees?

[:]FDR the unification of the county high school.

[C]AGAINST the wnification of the county high school.=®

{4) When the county superintendent receives the
election certificate from the trustees of the county high
schooly he shall issue an order declaring the unification of
the county high school with the elementary district
identified on the ballot as of the next succegeding July 1l»

if a majority of those electors voting at such election have

-40‘
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voted for the unification propasitions

(5) 1f a majority of those electors voting at the
election bhave voted against the unification propositions he
shall order the disapproval of the unification proposition.®

Section 20. Section 20-9-428y MNCAs is amended to read:

"Z20-9~428. Determination of approval or rejection of
proposition at bond elections (1) When the-trusteea-canyass
the vote of a school district bond election s . .canyassad
under the provisions of 20-20-415, ¢mhey the _boacd of
canyassgers shall determine the approval or rejection of the
school bond proposition in the following mamer:

(a) determine the <total number of electors of the
school district who are qualified to vote under the
provisions of 20-20-301 from the list of electors supplied
by the county registrar for such school bond elections;

(b} determine the total number of qualified electors
who voted at the school bond election from the tally sheet
or sheets for such election;

(c} calculate the percentage of qualified electors
voting at the school bond election by dividing the amount
determined in subsection (1)({b) by the amount determined in
subsection (l){a); and

{d} when the calculated percentage in subsection
{1)(c} ¥s 40% or mores the school bond proposition shall be

deemed to have been approved and adopted if a majority of
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the votes shall have been cast in favor of such propositions
otherwise it shall be deemed to have been rejectad; or

{2) when the calcutated parcentage in subsection
(1){c) is more than 30X but less than 40Xy the school bond
proposition shall be deamed to have been approved and
adopted If 60X or more of the votes shall have been cast in
favor of such propositions otherwise it shall be deemod to
have been rejected; or

(f) when the calculated percentage in subsection
(L}{c) is 30X or lesss the school bond proposition shall be
deemed to have been rejecteds

(2y If the capvass of the vote establishes the
approval and adoption of the school bondg propositiony the
trustees shall Issue a certiflicate proclaiming the passage
of such proposition and the authorization to Issue bonds of
the school district for the purposes specified on the ballot
for such schocl district bond electliaon.”

Section 31. Section 20-15~203, M(CAy is amended to
veads:

mZ0-15-203. Call of community college district
organization election =- proposition statemente (1) A
petition for the organization of a community college
district shall be presented to the regentse The regents
shall examine the petition to determine if <the petition

satisfies the petitioning and community college district
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organi zational requirements.

(2) 1If the regents determine that the petition
satisfies such requirementsy the regents shail order the
elementary districts encompassed by the proposed community
collaega district to condwet call an election on the
communi ty college district organization proposition. such
election shall be held on the next succeeding reguiar—schood
trustee election days except that an election required by a
petition received by the regents less than 60 days before
the regquiler—-scheod} trystae election day shall be held at the
regular school election in the following school fiscal year.

{3) At such election the proposition shall be in
substantially the following form:

PROPOSITION

Shall there be organized within the area comprising the
school Districis OoF seee (elementary districts shall be
listed by county)s State of Montanas; a community college
district for the offering of 13th- and l4th-year coursesy to
be known as the Community College District of s¢ess Montanay
under the provisions of the 1laws authorizing comaunity
collage districts in Montanas as prayed in the petiticon
filed with the Board of Regents at Helenay Montanas on the
eess day OF sanny 19esa?

[:]FDR organizatione

[:]AGAINS? organization."
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Section 32. Section 20-15-204y MCAy s amended to
readg:

*20-15-204« Election of trustees -- districts from
which elected -- terms of office. (1) The ragents shall
provide for the election of trustees of <the proposed
community <college district at the election held for the
approval of its organizatione. Seven trustees shall be
elected at 1largey except that should there be in such
proposed communlty college district one or wmore high schoel
districts or part of a high school district within the
community ccllege district with more than 43% and not more
than 50% of the total population of the proposed districty
as determined by the last censuss then each such district or
part of district shall elect three trustees and the
remaining trustees shall be elected at large Ffrom the
remainder of the proposed community college districts Should
any such high school district or such part of a high school
district have more than 50% of the population of the
proposed districty then four trustees shal} be elected from
such high school district or such part of high school
district and three trustees at large frome the remainder of
the proposed community college districte

{2) If the trustees are elected at large throughout
the entire proposed community collage districts the three

receiving the greatest number of votes shall be elected for
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a term of 3 & yearsy-the-twa--recetving——the--next--qgreatest
number-—of--yotesy—-for--s-terp-of-2-yearsy and the two four
receiving the next greatest number of votesy for a term of %
yeor 2 _yearss If the trustees are elected in any wanner
other than at large throughout the entire proposed community
college districts then the trustees elected shall determine
by Yot the three who shall serve for 3 § yearsvy-the-twoa--who
shati--serve-—for--Z-yearsy and the twe fogur who shail serve
for t+-year 2_years. Thereafters all trustees elected shall
serve for terms of 3 years eacChe"

Section 33. Section 20-15-206y MCAy is amended to
read:

"20-15-206«. Nomination of candidates and provision of
sample ballote {1) Mominations of candidates for the trustee
positions must be filed with-the-regents-at~teunse-39-days

prioe-to-the-date-of-the-eteetion gs_provided in__13=14=113.

any five qualified electors may file nominations of as many’

persons as are to be elected to the board of trustees of the
proposed community college district from their vespective
community ccllege trustee election areass

(2) The regents shall provide the ¢rusteea glectign
administrakor of each distriet-ordered-to county _io _which
eondas® the community college district organization election
will__be_ _conducted with a sample of the ballot for the

election of the board of trusteess Such sample ballot shall
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be reproduced-by-the-trustees-in-a-sufficient-nunbar—--to-=be

used es hy the plection administrater_in.prenaration of the

trustee etection ballots™

Section 34« Section 20-15-208, MCAs is amended to
read:

"20-15-208. Conduct of elections The election for the
organization of the community college district and the
election of trustees for such coamunity college district
shall be conductedy in accordance With the school elaction
lawsy-by-the-trustees-of-the-etemantary-districta-ordered-to
eali~-zuch--etections The cost of conducting such election
shall be borne by the districtse"

Section 35. Section 20-15-219y MCAy is amended to
read:

"20-15-219s Qualifications for office of trustee —-
nominating petitionse (1) Any person who Iis5 qualified to
vote in a community college district under the provisions of
20-20-30% is eliginle for tha office of community college
trustee.

{2y Any five electors of a community college district
qualifiea under the provisions of 20-20-301 may nominate as
many trustee candidates as there are trustee positions
subjezt to election at the ensuing election. A nominating
petition containing the signatures of the five electors and

the name of each person nominated for candidacy must be
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submitted to-the-etection-clerk-destignated-by-the-~baard--of
trustees-—no——tess~--than--36--days~before-the-requiar-schoot
eteetion~day-at-whieh-he-+3-to-be-n-candidote 35 _provigded in
13z1%-113. If there are different terms to be filledsy the
term for which each candidate is nominated must also be
indicated«™

Section 36« Section 20~15-220¢ MCA, is amended to
read:

m20~15-220« Trustee election ballote €13 The trustee
efection ballot must be-substantistity-in-the-foltowing-formr
confara-to. the cequicements for. ponpartisan ballots pcovided
in.Title 13. chapter 12: pact 2x

affieiat-Batiat
Eommanity—-codtege-Frustee-Etection
Instructions—to-Voters

Make-an~=k"-or—stntiar-mark-+n-the-vacont-square-pefore
the-pame-of-the~ecandidote~for-whom-you-wish-to-votews

¥ote~for-{indicate—nunber-to-be-elected)-for--a-—3-yenr
terme

~—wmevvversvevevvey List-the-nemes--of-~the--candidetes

for-~the--3=year-tern-with-a~vacant
aquare-vn-front-of-each—-nanes

vote~for-tindicate-nunber—-to—be-eleeted)-for~—a—i=yeapr

terme

~~rrewvwEvEVIErwwsy List-the-namnes—of--the~—candidates
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for--the--2-year-tern-with-a-vacant
square—tn-front-of-ench-namer
vote~for-{indicate-number-ta-pe-e}ectedy-for--a-—-t-year
terny
——sswsvsrvvwwrwwwy Liat-the-pames~—of-~the-—candidates
for-«the--}=-~yoar-term~wtth-a-vacant
square-in—-front-of-each-namer
t24-—Ein-preparing-the-batiotsy-onty-those--portions-—of
the-preseribad-paliot-that-are-apniicapte-toa-the-etection-to
he--condaeted-nead-bo-aseds-Fhe-pattat-most-atrso~be-prepared
with-blank-1ines—ond-vacant-squares—in-front-of-the-tines-in
a-suffreient-~aunber—~to-—attow--write-in-—-voring-~for--each
trustee-position-thet-+s-subject-to-ectections”
Section 37« Section 20-15-221y MNCAy is amended to
read:
w20-15-221. Election of trustees after organization of
community cocllege districte (i) After organizations the
registered electors of the community college district
guatified to vote under the provisions of 20-20-301 shall
ennua¥dy bienpislly vote for trustees on the reguier-schoed
trustee election day provided for in 20-3-304. The election
shalil be conducted In accordance with the election
provisions of this title whenever such provisions arfe made
applicable to community college districts. Such alections

shall be conducted by the ecompopent—-elesentary--schoot
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déstrbets--within-sweh glactjon adeinistcator. io_each county
that_lncludes a portion of the community collage district
upon the order of the board of trustees of the community
college districte Fhe-order--shati--be--transmitted--to-~the
spproprigte——trustees-—not-~ess——chan——48-deays-prior—to—the
requiar-schect-etection-days

{2) Notice of the community college district trustee
election shall be given by the poard of trustees of the
community college district by publication in one or wmore
newspapers of general circutation within each Countys not
less than once a week for 2 consecutive weekss the 1last
insertion to be no more than 1 weaek prior to the date of the
elections Fhis~-notiee-shari-be-in-addieion-to-the-etection
notice-—to-—-be-—given--by--the——-trdatess--of--the-—eomponent
etepentary-distriets-under-the-sehoot-eleetion-towsy

{3) Should +trustees be elected other than at large
throughout the entire districts then only those qualified
voters wWithin the area from which the trustee or trustees
are to be elected shall cast their ballots for the trustee
or <¢rustees from that areas In addition to the nominating
petition required by 20-15-219(2)s all candidates for the
office of trustee shall file their declarations of candidacy
with-the-secretary-of-the-board~of-trdustees-of-the-community
eotiege--diseriet—not-tess-than-38-days-prier-tea-the-date—of

etectronv-1F-an-etectronie-voting-systen-or-voting--machines

-
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are~~-not-uysed-in—the-companent-elementary-scheot-distriet-or
distrieta-which-conduet—the-alectiony-the-poard-of--trustees
af--the-community-cottege—districe-anati~eavse-batiots-to—be
printed-and-distribated--for--the-~potting--plracer~-+n-—3such
component-—districta-at-the-expense-of-the-community-eoitege
dbatricty-but-in-ati-other-respeets-said-etections-shatd--be
eandac ted——in——aceosrdance-—with--the-sehoot-ctection-taws as
provided_in._13-l4=)13«. A1) costs incident to election of the
community college trustees shal) be borne by the <community
college districty-+netuding-one-hat+f-of-the-compensation—of
the-judges~for-the-schosoi-electionst—provided--that-~if—~the
etection-~of--the~community-cotiege—district-trustees—is-the
onty-eteetion--conductedy--the--communtty--codtrege-—district
shati--ecompensate--the-—diaeriet-~for-—the-totat-cost—of-the
edeceton.

Section 38s Section 20-15-2224 MCAy is5 amended to
reads:

n20-15-222. Results of election —— gualifying ocath —-
term of officee (1) When the board oOf trustees of the
community college district has feceived all the certified
results of the election frem--the~—component—-elementary
districtsy the then-qualified members of the board of
trustees of such community college district shall tabulate
the results so receivedy, shall declare and certify the

candidate or candidates receiving the greatest number of
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votes to be elected to the position or positions to be
filleds and shall declare and certify the results of the
votes Cast on any proposition presented at such elections

(2) (a) No person who receives a certificate of
election as @ community college trustee mas assume the
trustee pesition until he has qualified by taking an oath of
office prescribed by the constitution of Montana at the pext
regularly schedufed meeting of the board of trustees after
receipt of the certificate of election.

(b) If the elected person does not qualify in
accordance with this requirements another person must be
appointed in a mapner provided by 20-15-223 and shall serve
untit the next regular elections

(3) After a person has qualified for a trustee
positions he shall hold such position for the tera of the
position and wuntil his successor has been elected or
appointed and has been qualifieda"

Section 39, Section 20-15-224sy MCAy iS5 amended to
reads

®20~15-224« Board of trustees - organizationy
meetingss quorums mileager and Secals {1} (a) The trustees of
each community college district shall ennaoeddy Llennially
organize as a governing board of the community college
distrizt at the next regularly scheduled weeting after the

reguiar trustes election day and after the issuance of the
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election certificate to the newly elected trustees.

{b) In order to organizes the trustees of the
community college district shall be given notice by the
coordinator of the time and place where the organlzation
meeting will be heldy and at such meeting they shall choose
one of their members as chairmapn and as secretary. In
additions the trustees may employ or appoint a competent
person who is not a member of the trustees as the clerk of
the community college districtas

(c) The chairman and secretary of the trustees of the
community college district shall serve until the next
organization meetinge The chairman shall preside at all
meetings of the trustees in accordanceé with the customary
rules of order. He shall perform the duties prescribed by
this title and any other duties that normally pertain to
such office.

(2) The board of trustees of the community college
shall hold monthly meetings within the community college
district on such day of the month the trustees may set. The
president and secretary of the board or a majority of the
board may also call special maeetings of the board of
trustees at any time and place within the community college
district if in their judgment necessity raquires ite The
secratary of the board shall glve each member a 48-hour

written notice of all special meetingse
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(3} A majority of the board of trusteas shall
constitute 3 quorum for the transaction of businesss except
that no contract shall be lete teacher employed or
dismisseds or bill approved unless a majority of +the total
board membership shall vote in favor of such actions

(&) A wmember of the board of trustees shall recelve
mileage as provided for in 2-18-503 for the distance
necessarily traveled in geoing to and returning from the
place of the meeting and his place of residence each day
that such trip I5 actually madee

{(5) The board shall keep a common seal with which to
attest its official acts."

Saction 40« Section 20-15-225, MCAy is amended to
read:

n2N-15~-225. Powers and duties of trusteess (1) The
trustees of a community colleqe district shally subject to
supervision by the board of regents:

{a) have general control and supervision of the
community colleqges

{by adopt rulaes, not inconsistent with the
constitution and the laws of the statey for the government
and administration of the community college;

{¢) grant certificates and degrees to the graduates of
the community colleges;

{d) keep a record of their proceedings;

-5 3=
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{&) when not otherwise provided by laws have control
of alt booksy records, buildingss groundss and other
property of the community college;

{f) receive from the state board of land
commisslonersi other boardss agenciess or persons; or the
government of the United States all fundss inComey and other
praoperty the community collage may be entitled to receiva or
accept and use and appropriate the property for the specific
purpose of the entitlements grants or donation;

(3} bhave general control of al} receipts and
disbursements of the community college;

(h) appoint and dismiss a president and faculty for
the community collegei appoint and dismiss any other
necessary officerse agentss and employeess fix their
compensation; and set the terms and conditions of their
aemployment;

{i} administer the ¢tuition provision and otherwise
govern the students of the c¢ommunity college district in
accordance with the provisions of this chapter;

{j) call end-conduet the elections of the district in
accordance with the school election chapter of this ticlte;

(k) participate in the teachers® retirement system of
the state of Montana in accordance with the provisions of
the teachers® retirement system chapter of this title;

{1} establish employee benefitsy other than retirement
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benefitse and fix thelr limits In accordance with 2-18-701
through 2-18-704; and

(m) participate in district boundary change actions in
accordance with the provisions of the district organization
chapter of this titles

(2) The trustees of a community <ollege district shall
hold in trust all real and persona) property of the district
for the benefit of the college and students.

(3) The trustees of a community college district may
enter into agreements with the western interstate commission
far higher educations or similar intrastates interstates or
international agreementss for the benefit of the district
and students."

HEM_SECTIONe Section &l. Transitione The election
dates and terms of officers affected by this act must be
altered as follows:

{1) A school trustee term that would have expired in
April 1984 is extended until a successor is elected at the
local government election in November 1985 and is qualifiede

(2) A school trustee term that would have expired in
April 1985 is extended unti)l a successor i5 elected at the
tocal government election in November 1985 and is qualified.

(3) A school trustee term that would have expired in
April 1986 is extended until a successor is elected at the

local government election in November 1987 and Iis qualified.
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{4) If a school trustee election scheduled as provided
in this section results in placing more than one over half
of the board on the ballot at the same timey the numter of
positions on the ballot that are in excess of one over half
must be set for eltection to two-year termse.

(5) A county official term that would have expired in
1984 is shortened to expire when a successor is elected at
the local government election in November 1983 and is
qualifieda

{6} A county official term that would have expired in
1986 is shortened to expire when a suctcessor is elected at
the 1ocal government election In November 1985 and is
qualified.

(7)) A county official term that would have expired in
1988 is shortened to expire when a Successor is elected at
tha local government election in November 1987 and is
quatlifieds

NEW_SECIIONa Section 42« Repealer. Sections
20-20-302y 20-20-3034 and 20-20~311 through 20-20-313, MCAy
are repealede

MEY_SECIIONa Section 43« Severability. If a part of
this act Is invalids all valid parts that are severable from
the invalid part remaln in effects If a part of this act is
invalid in one or more of its applicationss the part remains

in effect in all valid applications that are severable from

S 1.5
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the invalid applications.

=End-=
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