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INTRODUCED 
BY-lf~o-~ 

BY REQUEST OF THE SECRETARY OF STATE 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT TO GENERALLY REVISE THE 

PROVISIONS OF THE SCHOOL LAWS RELATING TO ELECTIONS; TO 

PROVIDE FOR ELECTION OF COUNTY AND SCHOOL DISTRICT OFFICERS 

IN ODD-NUMBERED YEARS; TO INCREASE SCHOOL TRUSTEE TERMS TO it 

YEARS; TO PROVIDE A TRANSITION SCHEDULE; AND TO REPEAL 

SECTIO~S zo-zo-302, ZO-ZQ-303• AND Z0-20-311 THROUGH 

Z0-20-313, MCAo• 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Section 13-1-101, MCA, Is aaended to read: 

"13-1-101. Definitions. As used in this ~itlet unless 

the conteKt clearly Indicates otherwise. the following 

d@finltions apply: 

(1) •Anything of value• .sans any goods that have a 

cer~ain utility to the recipient that is real and that is 

ordinarily not qiven away free but is purchased. 

(2) •Candidate" .aans: 

(a) an individual who has filed a declaration or 

petition for nomination. acceptance of no•ination or 

appointMent as a candidate for public office as required by 
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(bl for the purposes of chapters 35, 36o or 37, an 

individual who has publicly announced his intention to seek 

no~tnation or election to public office by write-in vote and 

who has received a contribution or •ade an expenditure or 

has qiven an authorization to another person to receive a 

contribution or make an expenditure for the purpose of 

supporting his nomination or election. 

(3) (a) •contribution• ~eans: 

(il an advance, qift• loan, conveyance. deposit• 

payment• or distribution of ~ney or anything of value to 

influence an election; 

(ii) a transfer of funds between political co .. ittees; 

(iii) the payment by a person other than a candidate or 

political committee of compensation for the personal 

services of another person that are rendered to a candidate 

or political comMittee. 

(b) •Contribution• does not aean: 

( i) services provided without co•pensatlon by 

individuals volunteering a portion or all of their ti•e on 

behalf of a candidate or political committee or meals and 

lodging proYided by individuals in their private residence 

for a candidate or other individual; 

(ii) the cost of any bona fide news story, commentary, 

or editorial distributed through the facilities of any 

broadcasting station. newsoaperw magaztne, or other 

I N T R 0 D U C E D B I L L 
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periodical publication of general circulation; 

(i li) the cost of any co .. unlcation by any ee•bership 

organization or corporation to its members or stockholders 

or e•ployees, so long as such organization is not a pri•ary 

pol I tical committee; or 

(iv) filing fees paid by the candidate. 

(4) •Election• ~eans a general, special, or primary 

election held pursuant to the require•ents of state Jaw, 

regardless of the time and/or purpose. 

(5) •Election administrator• means the county clerk 

and recorder or the individual designated by a county 

goveroing body to be responsible for all election 

ad•inistration duties• except that with regard to school 

elections, the term means the school district clerk. 

(&) •elector• means an individual qualified and 

registered to vote under state law. 

(7) (a) •fxpendlture• •eans 

distribution. loan, advance, promise, 

.oney or anythlnq of value •ade 

a purchase. pay•ent• 

pledge. or gift of 

for the purpose of 

influencing the results of an election. 

(b) •expenditure" does not .ean: 

(I) services. food, or lodging provided in a manner 

that they are not contributions under subsection (l)i 

(il) payMents by a candidate for his filing fee or for 

personal travel expenses, food-• clothing• lodging, or 
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personal necessities for himself and his fa•ily; 

(iii) the cost of any bona fide news story, co .. entary, 

or editorial distributed through the facilities of any 

broadcasting station• newspaper. lklgazlne, or other 

periodical publication of general circulation; or 

(iv) the cost of ~ny communication by any •embership 

organization or corporation to its me•Oers or stockholders 

or eMployees 9 so long as such organization is not a primary 

political committee. 

{8) •General election• •eans an election held for the 

election o~ public officers throughout the state at times 

specified by lawt including elections for officers of 

political subdivisions when the time of the election is set 

on the sa•e date for all siailar political subdivisions in 

the state. 

(9) •Individual• aeans a hu•an being. 

(10) •Issue• or "ballot issue• .aans a proposal 

SUbMitted to the people at an election for their approval or 

rejection, including but not liMited to initiatives, 

referenda, proposed constitutional a.end•e~s, recall 

questions. school levy questions. bond issue questions. or a 

ballot question• For the purposes of chapters 35, 36t and 

37, an issue becomes a •ballot issue• upon certification by 

the proper official that the legal procedure necessary for 

Its Qualification and place•ent upon the ballot has been 
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co•pleted, except that a statewide issue beco .. s an •issuaw 

upon approval by the secretary of state of the for• of the 

petition or referral. 

CllJ •Person• .. ans an Individual, corporation• 

association, fir•• partnership, cooperative• co.-ittee, 

club, uniont or other organization or group of Individuals 

or a candidate as defined In subsection (2) of this section. 

(12) •Political co•mittee• .aans a co•bination of two 

or ~ore individuals or a person other than an individual who 

makes a contribution or expenditure: 

(a) to support or oppose a candidate or a co .. ittee 

organized to support or oppose a candidate or a petition for 

no•inatlon; or 

(b) to support or oppose a ballot issue or a co~mittee 

organized to support or oppose a ballot issue; or 

(c) as an earMarked contribution. 

(13) •Political subdivision• aeans a county• 

con~ol ldatad •unlclpal-county govern•ent• aunlclpality• 

soecial district• or any other uni~ of govern.ent. e~eep~ 

including school districts. having authority to hold an 

election for officers or on a ball~ Issue. 

(14) •Pri•ary• or •primary election• Means an election 

held throughout the state to nominate candidates for public 

offic~ at times specified by law 9 including noainations of 

candidates for offices of political subdivisions when the 
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tl•e for such nominations Is set on the sa .. date for •11 

sl•llar subdivisions in the state. 

(15) •Public office• .eans a state• county• aunlcipal• 

school• or other district office that Is filled by the 

people at an election. 

(16) •Raqlstrar• •eans the 

administrator and any regularly 

assistant election administrator. 

count.y 

appointed 

election 

deputy or 

(17) •special election• •eans an election other than a 

statutorily scheduled primary or general election held at 

any time for any purpose provided by law. It May be held in 

conju~ct.ion with a statutorily scheduled elec~ion. 

(18) •voting machine or device• .eans any equip•ent 

used to record. tabulate. or In any manner process the vote 

of an elector.• 

Section z. Section 13-t-to~. KCA• is aMended to read: 

"13-1-1~4· Times for holding general elections. (1• A 

general election snall be held throughout the state in every 

even-numbered year on the first Tuesday after the first 

Monday of November to elect federal officers. state or 

multicounty district officers, members of the legislature, 

and judqes of the district courty-e"d-eeo~~y--e#~+eers when 

the terms of such offices will expire before the next 

scheduled election for the offices or when one of the 

offices must be filled for an une~pired term as provided by 
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law. 

(2) A general election shall be held throughout the 

state in every odd-numbered year on the first Tuesday aft~r 

the first Monday In NoveMber to elect ~~hpgl dlstrl~ 

Qffl~e~S£--~aunt¥--Affi~~1 municipal officers, officers of 

political subdivisions wholly within one county and not 

required to hold annual elections 9 and any other officers 

specified by law for election in odd-numbered years when the 

term for the of~ices will expire before the next scheduled 

election for the offices or when one of the offices must be 

filled for an unexpired ter• as provided by Jaw. 

(3) The general election for any political subdivision 

required to hold elections annuallp $h~ll be held on school 

election dar• the first Tuesday of April of each year• and 

is subject to the election procedures provided ¥or in 

13-1-~0la• 

Section 3. Section 20-20-101, MCA. is a.anded to read& 

•zo-2o-101. Definition. As used fn this title, unless 

the context clearly indicates otherwise. •school election• 

Qeans any election eondae~d 'Al!eG by a district or 

co••unlty college district for the purpose of e+ee~+ft§ 

~r.s~es•--#or authorizing taxation, tor authorizing the 

issuance of bonds by an ele~ntary district o~ a high school 

dfstrl ct, or for accep.ting or rejecting any proposition that 

aay be presented to the electorate for decision in 
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accordance with the provisions of this title. A_ceterence La 

tb!l--tltl~ _ _tg __ ag _ _el~~Q__fgL--tbt_-DULPGSC--Qf-t~~aL 

ele~~ion_at_a_tLult~e-~ao~tDe--~lektiQa __ RL~~-fQL__iQ 

ll:l:lU~LZla• 

Section 4. Section 20-20-lOZt HCAt Is aMended to read: 

•zo-20-102. Precedence of school election provisions. 

Except as otnerwise provided In this title• school elections 

shall be conducted and canvassed and the results shall be 

returned In th~ sa-.e •anner as 

elections in Title 13. Should there be 

provided for 

a conflict 

gene,.al 

between 

the require•ents of Title 13 and the provisions of this 

title regulating school electionsy the provisions of ~h+s 

~+~•• Iltl~--13 shall qovern. The saper+"~."~e~-ef-peb~te 

~fts~r~e~on aa~cata~•-D£-SLata .ay •ake any necessary rules 

to cl~rlfy Title 13 provisions for use In school elections.• 

Section 5. Section zo-zo-10~, MCAt is a-.nded to read: 

•20-20-10~. For•s• The for•s necessary for school 

district elections shall be the s•me as those prescribed by 

law or the secretary of state. ~he-s~,e•+n~eftde~-o~-pa~•+e 

+n•~~e~?on-.ay-+~s~e-preser+~ed-fer.•-fer-~ehoet--e~ee~?ens 

w+~n--eny--neeessary--rew+s+eft•--ef--prewer+-ee-er-~e~•~ory --· 
Section 6. Section 20-20-l05y MCA, is a~nded to read: 

•20-20-105. Regular school election day and special 

school elections. The first Tuesday of April of each year 

-a-
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shall be the regul8r school election day fGL--&~~ 

UlaU:d--ta-mttu:._ARR.UuLilf authorizing t••at,igo or pthar 

aattBc•-A~n~a~--Mi~b---&•t~bllsh!pg a budget fer the 

i:D~UiDQ--fi•j;j~l--XUC.• lc.USU:ll.-eJ..s:Ugp~U-bll~~ 

uodec_ll:l:1Qa1Zla Unless otherwise provided by law• special 

school elections may be conducted at such tl•es as 

deter•ined by the trustees.• 

Section 7. Section 20-20-107• MCA, is a•ended to read: 

"20-20-107. Election expenses. All expenses 

necessarily incurred in the •atter of holding school 

electlon5 shall be paid out of the school funds of the 

district, except when such exoenses are by law to be shared 

by a co~munlty college district for which the district is 

condu:tlng an election. fgc. ___ e~lo~-be~---Yad~ 

13:1:1Q~1Zl1--~o•t•-_.u•~-_be__auunctlPPed- a• uruxia&d--io 

ll:l:lQZLZl& The trustees may pay the election judges of a 

5Chool election at a rate not to exceed the prevailing 

federal miniMUM ~age per hour of service in connection with 

such election.• 

section 8. Section 20-20-201, MCA• is a•ended to read: 

•zo-20-201. Calling of school election. (1) At least 

~0 days before any school election, the trustees of any 

district shall call such school election oy resolution, 

stating the date and purpose of such election, and shall 

uatlfX--tb&--&1e~tian-aamloi~LataLL-wDP-~A11 conduc~ it in 
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accordance with the procedures required by law• when: 

(a) an election •ust be held on the regular school 

election day; 

(b) In their discretion. the trus~ees order an 

election for a purpose authorized by lawi 

(c) the county superintendent orders an election In 

accordance with the law authorizing such an order; 

fd) the board of public education orders an election 

in accordance ~lth the law au~horizlng such an order; 

(e) the county co••issioners order an election in 

accordance with the law authorizing such an order; 

(f, the board of trustees of a co..uni~y college 

district orders an election in accordance with the law 

autho~izing such an order (in which case the co•~unity 

colleqe district shall bear its share of the cost of such 

election); or 

Cg) a school election is required by law under any 

other clrcu~stances. 

rzJ The resolution calling any school election shall 

be transMitted to the county election ad~inistrator no later 

t~an 35 days before the election in order to enable him to 

close the registration and prepare the lists of registered 

elect~rs as required by school election laws.• 

Section 9. Section 20-3-301, MCA• is a•ended to read: 

"20-3-301. Election and ter~ of office. (1) Every 

-10-
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trustee position prescribed by this title shall be subject 

to election, And the tar• of office for each position shall 

be 3 ~ y~ars ~nless it is otherwise specifically prescribed 

by this title. 

(2) The trusteas shall be coMposed of the nu~er of 

trustee positions prescribed for a district by Z0-3-3~1 and 

20-3-351. When exercising the power and perforMing the 

duties of trustees, the members shall act collectively and 

only at a r•gular or a properly called special .aeting. 

(3) The number of trustee positions fn a district 

shall vary In accordance w;th 20-3-341 and 20-3-351 

according to the type of district.• 

Sectfon 10. Section 20-3-302, MCAt Is a•ended to read: 

•zo-3-302. Legislative tntent to elect +ess---•~en 

•ejor+~y DDt-BD~e-tbaD-RDB-D~eL-b411 of trustees. 111 It Is 

the Intention of the legislature that the ter•s of a 

mejGr+~y nnt__mo~~- than one oyer -bali of the trustee 

positions of any district with elected trustees shall n~ 

regul~rly e~pire and be subject to election on the same 

regular school election day. •~84e¥ey--•n---ete.en~ary 

d+s~r+e~s.--ehere--~~a++--no~--be--aare--•~en--e~ee-~Pa~ 

,es+~+ons-+n-f+rs~-e+ess-d+s~+~•.-two-eraa•ee-pes+t+ons-+n 

seeend-e+e~s-dTstr+e~a-er-~h+rd-e+ess-~+s~r+e~s-hew+ng--F+•e 

~raseee--pes+~+onsy--er--ene~r•••ee-~s+ .. en-+n~h+~-e~es9 

d+s~~ets-hew+ng-~hree-~r•••••-pes~~?ens--r•!•~er+y--~•~jee• 
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te-e+ee~+en-et-the-sa.e-~+.ew-fn-h+~h-seheo+-~+str+ets-there 

s~a++--not--be-.are-ehen-two-edd+~+ofte+-~••~~ee-po~+~+e~-+" 

f+rst---or--seeeftd-e+e~s--d+s~~+e~s--er--Mo~e--~han--e~e--+~ 

~+rd-e+ess--~+~t•+ets--re~e~er+y-sabjee~-~e-e+ee~+en-e~-~"e 

~~•e-~+•e.-fft-hT~h-~ehoc+-d+s~r+e~~-opere~•n~-a-eeanty--h+~~ 

seheo~.--~he~e--s~e~~-~e~-he-~ore-~~en-~w•-~*a~•ee-~e~+t+ons 

ee-he-f+++ed-by-me•b•r•-re§+ft+ft~-+"-e~e-e+e.en~ery--e•s~r+et 

where--the--eoa~t~--htgh--sehee~-&u++~*"!-+~-+eesee~-e*-•e~~ 

thsn-one-trustee-~e~+t+o"-~o-&e-~++~e~-h~--Me.Oers--res+d+n~ 

ea~~+~e--of-~he--e+eMe~~er~--d+str+e~where-~he-eoaney-h+~h 

seheo+-ba++~fft~-?~-+oee~ed-s~hjeee-~e-e•ee~+on-a~--~fte--se.e 

t+ee~ 

(21 While it Is the Intention of the legislature that 

the terms of e-aejeP+~ DD~~L&-tbiD oDe QXeL-balf of tne 

trustP.es of any d'strlct shall not regularly expire and be 

subject to election a~ the same ti•e, it is recognized 

the foltowlng clrcu•stances, relating to the terms 

trustees appointed to newly created positions or 

that 

of 

to 

pnsitions vacated Dy death• resignation• or operation of 

law, •ay lead to a subsequent school election in which a 

mejor+~y 80~--tb~D--DDe-PX~-baLt of tb8 trustee positions 

are subject to @)ection at the sa•e ti•e= 

(a) the creation of a new 

the provisions of 20-6-217; 

( bl the consolidat,on of 

-12-
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districts to for• an ele .. ntary district under the 

provisions of 20-6-203; 

tcJ the establish•ent of additional trustee positions 

of a hiqh school district under the provisions of 20-3-353 

or Z0-3-35~; 

(d) the change of a district's classification under 

the provisions of zo-6-201 and 20-6-301; 

Ce) the filling of a trustee position which has beco•e 

vacant under the provisions of 20-3-308 or any other 

pruvision of law; 

(f) the esteblishment of additional eleMentary trustee 

positions under the provisions of 20-3-3~1(3); or 

(gl any other circumstance arising under the law 

wherein a trustee position Is filled by appointment subject 

to election at the next re9ular school election.• 

S&ctfon 11• Section 20-3-303• MCA• is a.ended to read: 

•zo-3-303· Ter~ of vacated trustee position after 

election. Whenever a trustee position is subject to election 

because a vacancy of such position has occurred since the 

last ~e~e~ftr--~choo+ t£Uatee election day, the terM of the 

trust~e position shall not change and the •••ber elected to 

fill such position shall serve the remainder of the 

unexpired terM•" 

section 12. section 20-3-304, HCA, is amended to read: 

•zo-3-304. Annual election. In each district an 
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election of trustees shall be conducted enn•a•ty biennial~ 

on the re~a~ar-~eho~ 1Q~QAL4L election day. the first 

Tuesd•y ef--~pr+~ 4f~ec-~be ficst--BRBda¥ in Movewber gf 

od~:aa•~ece~-¥Kac&-as __ gco¥1ded--in 13-1-tDt• Election of 

trustees shall comply with the election provisions of Title 

13 and this title.• 

Section 13. Section Z0-3-30St HCA• Is a•ended to read: 

•zo-3-30~. Candidate qualification and no•ination. (1) 

Any person who ts qualified to vote in a distrlct under the 

provisions of 20-20-301 shall be eligible for the office of 

trustee. 

of 

CZ) Any five electors qualified under the provisions 

Z0-20-301 of any district, except a first-class 

ele•entary district, may nominate as •any trustee candidates 

as there are trustee positions subject to election at the 

ensuing election. The naMe of each person nominated for 

candidacy shall be submitted ee-~he-cte~k--o+--~fte--d+s~r+e~ 

n&~-~ss-~han-ie-~ays-~efe~-~he-re~u•a.~ehee+-e~eee+en-dey 

a~--w~+c~--~e-T~-~o-~e-e-es"d+d~e as proxjded-1D-~Ll3· 

If there are different terms to be filled, the ter• for 

which each candidate is nominated shall also be indicated.• 

Section 14• Section Z0-3-306t MCAr Is a•ended to read: 

••zo-'3-306. Conduct of election. (1) The trustees of 

each district shall call a trustee election en-the-~e~a~er 

~eho~-e~Pe~Te~-ee,-of-@eeh-~eh&e~--f+~ee~--yes~ under the 
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provisions of lO-Z0-201, except as proviOed in 20-3-34~· 

The trustees shall call an~-eendaee the trustee election in 

the manner prescribed in this title for school elections and 

Title 13. Any elector qualified to vote under the provisions 

of 20-20-301 ~ay vote at a trustee election. 

(2l The trustee election ballots shall be 

sDbs~ft~~~+y--+ft--~he--¥ot+ow+~--¥o~•• ~aaf~m---to_--taa 

~~ui~e•entA--fQL-_QQQpaLti1.n bal1Qt1~~de4-iu-Iit~ 

~a~te£_lZ1-~£t-Z. 

8FF.&+~~-8~~+ 

5&H98t-+MYS+EE-EtEE++8N 

tNS.RY&f+9N5-f8-¥8fEMS•-Neke-en-*-er--s+•+ter--•e~k--+n--~he 

yaeeft~--~aar•-~e~o~e~e-fta.e-of-~he-eend+da~e-#&P-who•-yea 

w+sh-~o-•~ew 

~~e-#or-i+~~ee~e-n~.eer-~o-be-e+ee~eftt-foP--e--~-yeer 

h~H 

E3 tb+st-~he-neaes-of-~he-eandfda~es-fe~-e-~-year--~e~• 
•+~h-a-•aeen~-s~~re-+n-*ron~-of-eeeh-naaewt 

~e~e--f~--t+ne+ea~e-ne~eP-~e-be-e+ee~edt-for-e-~-year 

~~rM• 

E3 t~+s~-~he-na•e$-of-~he-eaftd+de~es-fer-a-i-year--~er• 
w+th-s-yaeaft~-s~Here-+n-~ron~-af-eeeh-ns.eet 

~o~e--far--t+~~+ea~e-nu.&er-~o-be-e~ee~edt-~or-a-~-yeer 

~f!''l"'tlt* 

B tt:+H-the-na.es-ef~tte-eanft+-t!ta~-fop-_e-+-yeef"--'t:er• 
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w+th-e-yeeen~-s~aere-+n-~rent-ef-eaeh-nanewt• 

Section 15. Section 20-3-309, MCA, is a•ended to read: 

•20-3-309. Filling vacated trustee position 

appointee qualification and term of office. tlJ Whenever a 

t~ustee position becomes vacant In any district, the 

remaining members of the trustees shall declare such 

position vacant and they shall appoint, in writing within 60 

days, a coMpetent person as a successor• The trustees shall 

notify the appointee and the county superintendent of such 

appointment. If the trustees do not •ake the appoint•ent 

wlthi" such 60-day period• the county superintendent shall 

appoi~t• in ~riting. a competent person as a successo~ and 

notify such person of his appointment. 

(2) Any person who has been appointed to a trustee 

position shall qualify by co•pleting and filing an oath of 

office with the county superintendent within lS days after 

receiving notice of his appoint .. nt. Failure to fi1e the 

oath of office shall constitute a continuation of the 

trustee position vacancy which shall be filled under the 

provisions o~ this section. 

{3) Any person assu•ing a trustee position under the 

provisions of thi$ section shall serve until a_su~~~ 

~-~ted_at the next r8~~~-sehee+ t(ustee election and hT5 

'ueeessor-hes ~ qualified.• 

Section 16· section 20-3-321, MCA• Is a.ended to read: 
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•2G-3-3Zlo Organization and officers. (1) The trustees 

of each district shall e~~et., biennially organize as a 

governing board of the district after the regular election 

day and after the issuance of the election certificates to 

the newly elected trustees. but not later than the third 

Saturday of Ap~+• Jaauae¥• In order to organize, the 

trustees of the district shall be given notice of the ti .. 

and place where the organization •••ting will be held, and 

at such •eeting they shall choose one of their nuMber as the 

chairMan. In addition. except for the trustees of a high 

school district operating a county high schoolt the trustees 

shall employ and appoint a competent person, who is not a 

member of the trustees, as the clerk of the district. The 

trustees of a high school district operating a county high 

school shall appoint a secretary, who shall be a •e•ber of 

the b~ard. 

(2J The chairman of the trustees of any district shall 

serve until the next organization •eeting and shall preside 

at all the ~eetings of the trustees in accordance with the 

customary rules of order. He shall perform the duties 

prescribed by this title and any other duties that normally 

pertain to such officer.• 

Section 17• Section 20-3-324, ~CAt is a•ended to read: 

•zo-3-324• Powers and duties. As prescribed elsewhere 

in this tit1~ 9 the trustees of each district shall have the 
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power and It shall be their duty to perfor• the following 

duttas or acts: 

(1) employ or dls•iss a teacher, principal, or other 

assistant upon the reco••endation of the district 

supe~intendent, the county high school p~lncipat, or other 

principal as the board •ay deem necessary, accepting or 

rejecting such recommendation as the trustees shall in their 

sole discretion dete~•ine, In aecordance with the provisions 

of Title 20. chapter ~i 

(2t e•ploy and dismiss adMinist~ative personnel, 

clerkSt secretaries. teacher aides, custodians, •aintenance 

personnel, school bus drivers• food service personnel• 

nurses, and any other personnel dee•ed necessary to carry 

out the various services of the district; 

(3) ad•inlster the attendance and tuition provisions 

and otherwise govern the pupils of the district in 

accordance with the provisions of the pupils chapter of this 

title; 

(4) cally-eeft~~e~y-e~d-eer~+fy the elections of the 

district in accordance with the provisions of the sehoe+ 

e~~e~~o"s-eh&o~@r-o~ la~~gg~~Diog_a~~~LD this title 

ADd-lltlB-13; 

(5) participa~e In the teachers• retire•ent system of 

the state of Montana in accordance with the provisions of 

t~e teachers• retirement syste• chapter of Title 19; 
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(6) participate in district boundary change actions in 

accordance with the provisions of the districts chapter of 

this ~it1e; 

(7) or9anize• open, close, or acquire isolation status 

for the schools of the district In accordance with the 

provisions of the school organization part of this title; 

(8) adopt and adMinister the annual budget or an 

eMergency budget of the district In accordance with the 

provisions of the school budget systea part of this title; 

(9) conduct the fiscal business of the district in 

accordance with the provisions of the school financial 

ad•lnistratton part of this title; 

(10) establish the ANB, foundation progra•, permissive 

levyt additional levy, cash reserve, and state impact aid 

a•ount for the general fund of the district in accordance 

wfth the provisions of the general fund part of this title; 

(ll) establish. maintain, budget, and finance the 

transportatlon prograa of the district in accordance with 

the provisions of the transportation parts of this titlei 

(12) Issue. refuno, sell• budget. and rede~ the bonds 

of the district In accordance with the provisions of the 

bonds parts of this title; 

!13) when applicable• establish• financially 

adMinister, and budget for the tuition fund, retlre•ent 

fundw building reserve fund, adult education fund, 
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nonop9rating fund 9 school food services fund, Miscellaneous 

federal programs fundt building fund, housing and dormitory 

fundt traffic education fund• and interlocal cooperative 

agreenent fund in accordance with the 

other school funds parts of this tftJe; 

{1~) when applicable, administer 

provisions of the 

any i nterl ocal 

cooperative agreement 9 gifts, legacies. or devises in 

accordance with the provisions of the miscellaneous 

financial parts of this title; 

(15) hold in trust• acqufret and dispose of the real 

and personal property of the district in accordance with the 

provisions of the school sites and facilities part of this 

title; 

(16) operate the schools of the district in accordance 

with the provisions of the school calendar part of this 

title; 

(lT) establish and •aintain the instructional services 

of the schools of the district In accordance wlth the 

provisions of the instructional services. textbooks• 

vocational education• and special education parts of this 

title; 

(18) establish and aaintain the school food services of 

the district in accordance with the provisions of the school 

food services parts of thfs title; 

(19) eake such reports from tJ•e to ti.e as the county 

-zo-



1 

z 
3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

'I 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

1'1 

zo 

21 

zz 

Z3 

24 

25 

LC 1224/01 

superiAtendent. superintendent of public instruction. and 

board of public education •ay require; 

(20) retain, when deeaed advisable, a physician or 

registered nurse to inspect the sanitary conditions of the 

school or the general health conditions of each pupil and, 

upon request. aake available to any parent or guardian any 

medical reports or health records aaintalned by the district 

pertaining to his child; 

t21) for each •eMber of the trustees, visit each school 

of the district not less than once each school fiscal year 

to examine its Manaqeaent, conditions, and needs; 

(lZ) procure and display outside daily in suitable 

weather at each school of the district an American flag 

which shall be not less than ~ feet by 6 feet; and 

(23) perfor• any other duty and enforce any other 

requirements for the govern•ent of the schools prescribed by 

thi5 title, the policies of the board of public education, 

or the rules of the superintendent of public instruction.• 

S~ction 18• Section 20-3-3~1• MCA, is a•ended to read: 

•zo-3-3~1. Number of trustee positions in ele•entary 

di~tric~s. The nuMber of trustee positions in each 

elementary district shall vary accordlnq to the district's 

classification• as established by 20-6-201: 

{ 1) There shall be seven trustee pos 1 tl ons in a 

first-class elementary district. 
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(21 There shall be five trustee positions In a 

second-class eleeentary district. 

(3) There shall be three trustee positions in a 

third-class elementary district; however, upon the .ajority 

vote of the board of trustees, the nuMber •ay be increased 

to five trustee positions at the next trustee election• 

provided that notice of such action of the board of trustees 

be published by the clerk of the district in a newspaper of 

general circulation in the county prior to da"asry Julx 1 of 

the year of such trustee election.• 

~ection 19. Section Z0-3-3~2, MCA, Is a~ended to read: 

•zo-3-3~2. Determination of terms after creation or 

consolidation of elementary districts• Whenever the trustees 

are elected at one ~e~~a~-~ehoot ~ae election under the 

circumstances described '"subsections (Z)Ca) and (2)(b) of 

20-3-302 9 the members who are elected shall draw by lot to 

determine their ter•s of office. Such ter•s of office by 

trustee pos1t1on shall be: 

(1) three for 3! years~-~e and-1~UL for 2 yearsy-end 

two-~P-+-y~a~ In a first-class ele•entary district; 

(21 two for 3 ~ yParsy-~wo 4Dd-tbLee for 2 yearsy--end 

~e--for--t--y~w~ in 

third-class ele.entary 

positions; or 

second-class ele.entary districts and 

districts haYing five trustee 

(3) one for ~ ~ yearsy-&fte and-tMQ for 2 yearsy-end 
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ofte-f~~-~-yea~ in a third-class elementary district having 

three trustee positions.• 

Section zo. Section 20-3-3~3, MCA, is amended to read: 

•20-3-343. Determination of terms after change of 

district classification. Whenever the chan9e of an 

ele•entary district classification requires the addition of 

trustee positions to the trustees of such district under the 

circu~stance described In 20-3-302(2)(d)t the •e•bers who 

are elected shall draw by lot to determine their ter~s of 

office which shall be one for ~ ~ years and one tor 2 

years.• 

Section 21. Section 20-3-34~, KCA, ts a~ended to read: 

w2o-3-3~~. Nomination of candidates by petition in 

first-class ele•entary district. Any 20 electors• qualified 

unoer ~he provisions of 20-20-301• of any first-class 

eleMe~tary district .ay no•lnate by petition as aany trustee 

candidates as there are trustee positions subject to 

election at the ensuing election. The na .. of each person 

noMfn~ted for candidacy shall be suO.ittad •e-•ne--e+e~~--~ 

~~.-~.~r+e~-ftO~-~e~s-~han-~8-day•-befor•-~-rega+er-ee~eo+ 

e~ee~on-dey-e~-wh+eh-he-+,-to-be-e-eend?dete 4$-PLQ~d-LD 

ll:l2:lll• If there are different teras to be filled, the 

term for which each candidate is no•inated shall also be 

indicated. fhe--etee~+en-,he+•-a*-eondae~e~w+~-~he-De++oe 

es-spee+f+ed-+n-~e-3-~•· 

-23-

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

l't 

15 

16 

11 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

Z't 

25 

LC 1224/01 

Section 22. Section Z0-3-355• NCA• is amended to read: 

"20-3-355. Determination of terms after establishment 

or reestablishment of additional trustee positions. (1) 

Whenever all of the additional trustee positions are subject 

to election at one reqular school election under the 

clrcu~stanc@ described in 20-3-30Z(Z)(C)• the members who 

are elected shall draw by lot to determine their ter•s ot 

offfce. Such terms of office by number of members elected 

shall be: 

(a) two for ~ ~ yearsy if four are elected; 

fb) one for 3 ~ v~arsy if one. two, or three are 

elected; 

{c) ene two for 2 years~ if ~wey three• or four are 

elected; and 

(d) one for ~-yeeP Z-xaa~a• If thPee-er-~e•r ~g are 

elected• 

(2) Whenever the reestabllsh .. nt of the edditlonal 

trustee positions for a high school di5trict under the 

provisions of Z0-3-35~ re5ults in an increased nu•ber of 

additional trustee positions, the ~•bars who are elected at 

the next ~e~+er-se~ee• ~tea election shall draw by lot 

to determine their ter•s of ofttca and such ter•• shall be 

deterMined in accordance vlth the additional trustee ter•s 

prescribed In this section.• 

Section Z3. Section 20-6-203• MCA, is aaended to readl 
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eonsolldatlon. Any two or aore 

one county aay consolidate to 

organize an ele.entary dlstr1ct. The consolidation shall oe 

conducted under the following procedure: 

Ill At the ti•e the consolidation proposition is first 

con~idered, the districts involved shall jointly determine 

whether the consolidation sha'l be aade with or without the 

•utual assuMPtion of the bonded indebtedness of each 

district by all districts included in the consolidation 

proposition. 

(2) A consolidation proposition May be Introduced• 

individually~ in each of the districts by either of the two 

foll~ing •ethods: 

(a) the trustees May pass a resolution requesting the 

county superintendent to order an election to consider a 

consolidation proposition involving their district; or 

tb) not less than 20* of the electors of an ale.entary 

district who a~e qualified to vote under the provisions of 

20-20-301 may petition the county superintendent requesting 

an election to consider a consolidation proposition 

involving their resident district. 

(3) When the county superintendent has received a 

resolution or a valid petition fro• each of the districts 

included in the consolidation proposltion9 he shall• within 

10 days after the receipt of the last r@solution or petition 
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trustees of each 

the consolidation 

proposition to call a consolidation election. 

(4) Each district. Individually• shall call and 

ee~~~e~ an election in the •anner prescribed in this title 

for school elections. In addition: 

(a) if the districts to be consolidated are to 

mutually assuMe the bonded indebtedness of each district 

involved in the consolidation• the consolidation election 

also shall follow the procedures prescribed In l0-6-206; or 

(b) if th@ districts to be consolidated are not to 

MUtually assume t~e bonded Indebtedness of each district 

involved ln the consolidation• the consolidation election 

also shall follow the procedures prescribed In 20-6-201• 

(5) After the county superintendent has received the 

election certification under the provisions of 20-20-~16 

f~om---~h@---~~us~e~s---of---eaeh--dT~~~+e•--+ne+~ded--+n--e 

e&n~o•Tde~Ton--~ropo,+t+oft9 he shall determine if the 

consolidation propO$ition has been approved in each 

district. If each district has approved the consolidation 

proposition. he shall• within 10 days after the receipt of 

the last election certificate9 order the consolidation of 

such districts. If it be for consolidation with the Mutual 

assum~tion of bonded indebtedness of 

district by ~11 districts included 
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order, such order shall specify that all the taxable real 

and Dersonal property of the consolidated district shall 

assume the bonded indebtedness of each district. In 

addition• such order shall specffy the number of the 

consolidated elementary district and shall contain the 

county superintendent•s appointment of the trustees for the 

consolidated district who shall serve until a successor is 

elected at the next succeeding Pe!a+er--sehee+ ~~ae 

election and 1~ qualified. The superintendent shall send a 

copy of such order to the board of county co .. issloners and 

to t~e trustees of each district incorporated In the 

consolidation order. 

(bJ If any district Included in the consolidation 

prooosition disapproves the consolidation proposition, the 

consolidation o' all districts shall fall, and the county 

superintendent shall noti~y each dist~ict of the disapproval 

of the consolidation proposition.• 

Section 2~. section 20-6-205, MCA• is amended to read: 

•zo-6-205. Elementary district annexation. An 

elementary district •ay be annexed to another ele~ntary 

district located In the sa•e county when one of the 

conditions of 20-6-20~ is .et In accordance with the 

following procedure: 

fl) At the ti•e the annexation proposition is first 

considered, the districts involved shall jointly deter•ine 
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wheth~r the annexation shall be •ade with or without the 

joint assumption of the bonded indebtedness of the annexing 

district by the district to be annexed and the annexing 

district. 

(2) An annexation proposition •ay be introduced in the 

district to be annexed by either of the two following 

methods: 

(a) the trustees •ay pass a resolution requesting the 

county superintendent to order an election to consider an 

annexation proposition for their district; or 

(b) not less than 20a of the electors of the district 

who are qualified to vote under the provisions of 20-20-301 

•ay petition the county superintendent requesting an 

election to consider an annexation proposition for their 

district. 

(3) Before ordering an election on the proposition, 

the county superintendent shall first receive fro• the 

trustees of the annexing district a resolution giving hi• 

the authority to annex such district. 

(4) When the county superintendent has received 

authorization from the annexing dlstrictt he shall• ~ithin 

10 days after tha receipt of the resolution or a valid 

p@tftfon from the district to be annexed and as provided by 

20-2G-Z01~ order the trustees of the district ~o be annexed 

to call an annexation election. 
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(51 The district shall call end-eeft4a~ an election in 

the •anner prescribed in this title for school elections. In 

addition: 

(a) if the district to be annexed is to jointly assu•e 

with the annexing district the bonded indebtedness of the 

anne•ing district• the annexation election shall also follow 

the procedures prescribed in 20-6-206; or 

(b) if the district to be annexed Is not to jointly 

assume with the annexing district the bonded indebtedness of 

the a~neKing district, the annexation election shall also 

folloN ~he procedures prescribed In Z0-6-207• 

(6) After the county superintendent has received the 

election certificate frem--~he--~~~~~ees--ef--~"e--~s~r+et 

ee~d~et~nq--t~e--enne~e~Ten-e+eee+en under the provisions of 

ZO-Z0-~16 and if the annexation proposition has been 

approvad by such election, he shall order the annexation of 

the territory of the elementary district voting on such 

proposition to the ele•entary district that has authorized 

the annexation to its territory. Such order shall be issued 

within 10 days after the receipt of the election certificate 

and, if it be for annexation with the assuRptlon of bonded 

indebtedness, shall specify that all the taxable real and 

personal property of the annexed territory shall jointly 

assume wtth the annexing district the existing bonded 

indebtedness of the anneR.Ing district. The county 
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superintendent snatl send a copy of the order to the board 

of county comMissioners and to the trustees of the districts 

involved In the annexation order. 

(7) If the annexation proposition Is disapproved in 

the district to be annexed, it shall fail and the county 

superintendent shall notify each district of the disapproval 

of thP- annexation proposition.• 

Section 2S. Sec~ion 20-6-206• MCA• Is aMended to read: 

•zo-6-206. Consolidation or annexation election •ith 

assumotion of bonded indebtedness. A consotidation election 

involving the autual assuaptlon of bonded indebtedness by 

the ele.antary districts to be consolidated• as prescribed 

in 20-6-203• or an anne~ation election involving the joint 

assuaption of bonded indebtedness by the ele.entary district 

to be annexed• as prescribed In 20-6-205• shall co•ply with 

the followlnQ procedures in addition to those prescribed by 

thf$-~+~~e for other school elections: 

(1) In a consolidation election the ballots shall 

read, after stating the cvnsolidation proposition, •FoR 

consolidation with assumption of bonded indebtedness• and 

•AGAINST consolidation with assumption of bonded 

indebtedness•. 

(2) In ~n annexation election the ballots shall read• 

after statinq the annexation proposition. •FOR annexation 

with assumption of bonded indebtedness• and •AGAINST 
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annex3tion wi~h assumption of bonded Indebtedness•. 

(3) Any elector qualified to vote under the provisions 

of 20-20-301 may vote. 

(~) When the ~r~s~ee~--+n--eeen--e•e.en~ery-~~~r+e~ 

eendae~+ft~-en-e+ee~+on-eaft~as,-~he vote ~-~nxassed under 

the Provisions of 20-20-415• ~hey tb~_bg•cd_gL-~4~~~ 

shall decide, according to the following procedure, if the 

proposition has been approved! 

(a) determine if a sufficient nuMber of the qualified 

electors of the district have voted to validate the election 

and have voted to approve the election proposition In the 

same manner required for bond elections by 20-9-~28; and 

(bJ Nhen the proposition is approved under subsection 

(~J(a), deternine the nu•ber of votes •FOR• and "AGAINST• 

the proposition. 

(S) The proposition shall be approved In the district 

if a •djority of those voting approve the proposition. If 

the proposition is disapproved under either the provisions 

of subsection (~)(a) or (4J(bl• the proposition shall be 

disapproved in the district.• 

Section 26• S~tion 20-6-211• MCAt is a•ended to read: 

•zo-6-211. Jornt elementary district dissolution. (1) 

Any joint elementary district may be dissolved. A 

proposition to dissolve a joint ele•entary district shall be 

Introduced by a petition signed by a •ajorlty of the 
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electors, qualified under the provisions of 20-20-3019 who 

reside in the territory of the joint district that is 

lo<:at~d within onP. county. Such petition shall be addressed 

and presented to the county superintendent of the county of 

residence of the petitioners. 

(2) Whenever a county superintendent receiY@S a valid 

petition for the dissolution of d joint eleMentary district, 

he shall immediately notify the county superintendents of 

alJ the other counties with territory located in the joint 

district. The county superintandents Jointly shall• within 

10 days after the receipt of the petition and as provided by 

20-2G-20lt order the trustees of the joint district to call 

an elaction. The trustees shall call e"d-ee"dae~, at the 

same time. separate elections in each portion of the joint 

district that is located in a separate county. Such 

elections shall be called and conducted In the manner 

prescribed in this title for school elections and shalt be 

considered as if each were an election In a separate 

district. An elector who •ay vote at a joint district 

dissolution election shall be qualified to vote under the 

provisions of 20-20-301• The election judges for each 

separate electlnn in the Joint district shall send the 

election certificate to the county superintendent of the 

county in which they serve. 

(3) After the receipt of the election certificates• 
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the county superintendents shall jointly determine the 

result of such election on the following basis: 

(a) if a Majo~ity of all the joint dist~lct electo~s 

votinq at each election conducted In the joint district are 

in favor of the dissolution of the joint district, the 

dissolution of the joint eleMentary district shall be 

approved; 

(b) if two-thirds of the electors voting at one of the 

elections conducted in a county•s portion of the joint 

district vote in favor of the joint district dissolution9 

the dissolution of that portion of such joint district •ay 

be a~~roved if all the county superintendents Involved in 

such dissolution Proposition agree that such dissolution 

will not place an undue hardship on any other county's 

portl3n of the joint district and there is no good and 

sufficient reason why such dissolution should not be made; 

or 

(c) if the conditions of either subsection {a) or (b) 

cannot be satisfied• the dissolution of the joint district 

shall be disapproved. 

(~) The county superintendents shall jointly order the 

joint ele~ntary district dissolution if the proposition is 

approved and• whether It has been approved or disapproved• 

shall jointly notify the Joint district of the re~ult. The 

dissolu~ion of a joint district shall become effective on 

-33-

1 

2 

3 

" 
5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

l't 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

Zit 

25 

LC 122'tf01 

the first day of the ensuing school fiscal year. 

(5) When the dissolution of a joint ele•entary 

district has been approved and ordered under subsection 

(3J{a) abovet the county superintendent of each county shall 

individually order the attach•ent of the territory of the 

dissolved joint elementary district within his county to a 

contiguous ele•entary district within his county except when 

a sch~ol is operated in such territory. in which case the 

territory shall operate as a separate ele.antary district of 

the county. 

(6 I When the dissolution of a joint ele.entary 

district has been approved and ordered under the provisions 

of subsection C3)(bJ above, the county superintendent of the 

countv where the dissolved portion of the joint eleMentary 

district is located shall attach such territory to a 

contiguous elementary district within his county. 

(7) In the event a dissolution proposition is 

disaporoved., 

dissolution 

thereafter.• 

no subsequent joint 

election shall be 

eleJMmt.ary 

held "lthin 

district 

3 years 

Section 21. Section 20-6-30~9 MtA, Is amended to read: 

•20-b-304. Hiqh school boundary co•mission 

procedure for boundary change, division, or redivision. (1) 

Each county of the state of Montana shall have a high school 

boundary commission consisting of the board of county 
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khenever a 

from the 

trustees of any high school district requesting a boundary 

change or a request to divide or redivide the county into 

high school districts, he shall lemedlately notify the high 

school boundary commission. Such commission shall set a 

time, date, and place for a public ~earing on the request. 

The h~arlng sha11 be set for a date Mfthin 60 days after the 

recei~t of the request. and any interested person ~ay appear 

and be heard on sucn request. The county superintendent 

shall send a written notice of the public hearing on a 

requested boundary change, division, or redivision to ~he 

trustees of each elementary and high school district of the 

county wh1ch has territory that would be affected by the 

changP. The county superintendent shall also give notice of 

such public hearing +ft-eeeor~a"ee-w+th-~he--r~a+re~--~o~ 

senee+---e+ee~on--ne~*ees--preserT~ed--~y--se~oo~--e~ee~on 

p~av+§+en§-ef-~h+§-~+e nat-1~~-l~~~-R£-mQCC--tbRD 

~--da~£--Ra!Rce-tbe-da~-Rf-tbe-baaLing RY po~_aQt~LD 

gg'b--ucecin,t __ aoa __ by _ _ao~--RtbsL--£u!LaR1B---~· The 

certificate of the county superintendent filed with the high 

school boundary co••lsslon reciting that such notice 

requirements have been satisfied shall be conclusive. 

(2) In considering a request to change high school 

distric~ boundaries or to divide or redivide the county into 
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high school districts. the hi9h school boundary commission 

shall qlve primary consideration to the convenience of the 

high school pupils of the territory under considera~ion. 

Such commission also shall consiOer the grouping of 

elementary districts to be encompassed by a high school 

district or districts and shall group contiguous ele~ntary 

districts within a high school district unless obstacles of 

trave1 9 such ~s eountains, rivers~ Impractical routes of 

travel, or distance• make such grouping iMpractical. After 

the hearing 9 the high school boundary com•isslon •ay qrant 

or deny any request ~ade under the provisions of 20-6-302 

fo~ a high school district boundary change but shall order 

the division of th• county Into high school districts 

whenever requested under the provisions of Z0-6-303. In the 

latter case the co••isslon•s discretion shall extend only to 

the estab1 lshing of boundaries for the newly created high 

school district or districts.• 

Sactlon za. Sec~ion 20-6-309, MCA, is a.ended to read: 

•zo-6-309. Procedure for organization of Joint high 

school district. The high school district boundary changes 

per•ltted under Z0-6-308 shall be •ade according to the 

following procedure: 

(1) A majority of the eleetors of a joint elementary 

district who are qualified to vote under the provisions of 

20-20-301 and who reside in a county where the ele~ntary 
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school Is not located •ay petition ~he county superintendent 

of their resident county to transfer the territory of the 

joint ele•entary district ~here they reside to establish a 

join~ high school dls~rlc~. Such petition also shall s~ate 

the ~easons for requesting such a boundary change and the 

number of high school pupils residing In the territory. 

(2) When the county superintendent receives a valid 

petl~lon requesting ~he es~abllsh•ent of a joint high school 

district, he shall set a tfaet date, and place for a public 

hearing on the request which is not more than ~0 days after 

~he receipt of the petition• He shall give notice of such 

hearing *"-aeeo~denee-w+~~--~~--e+ee~+oft--reqa+re .. ~~·--~r 

sehoot---e+~+eft--~+ees--p~eser+~~---y--se~eo+--~e~+eft 

pre•+~+en~-e~-~~+,-t+~~ ~t-la~D-~U-da¥1-o• pg[e tbao 

l!J __ da¥S.-11Bflll:a_ttul..lli1J-llf...tba hearIng bJ IIQS.Uog not I ca I g 

ea~b-Pce~io~aDd-11¥-aP¥-lltbac sultable__ae&os.• The coun~y 

superintendent shall also notify ~he countv superintendent 

of tne county where the high school is located and the 

trustees of the high school district. 

(3) The county superintendent shall hea~ the request 

to change the high school district boundaries at the place, 

ti 1ne, and date set for the hearing, and any interested 

perso, mgy appear and be heard on the request. If the county 

superintendent de--•s it advisable and In the best interests 

of the residents of ~he territory to be transferred, he 
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shall grant the petitioned request and order the change of 

high school boundaries ~o establish a joint high school 

district. Otherwise, he shall, by order. deny 

(4) If the county superintendant 

the request. 

orders the 

establishment of a joint high school district, he shall 

l~med1ately send the order to the county superintendant of 

the county where the hiqh school 1s located. If the county 

superintendent of such county approves the order• he shall 

send such order to the trustees of the high school district. 

If the trustees approve the order, the boundary change shall 

becoMe effective. Ml~hout ~he approval of such county 

superintendent and trustees. the boundary change shall fail. 

(5) At any tiMe within 30 days after the date of the 

county superintendent•s order to grant or deny the request 

to establish a joint high school district, an appeal •ay be 

made to the board of county commissioners of the county in 

which the petition originated. The board of county 

com~lssioners shall conduct a hearing for the appeal, and 

their decision shall be tlnalt subject to the approvals 

required by subsection (4)•• 

Section 29. Section 10-6-112, MCA. is amended to read: 

•zo-6-312. County high school unification• (l} Any 

county high school ~ay be unified with the elementary 

district where the county high school building is located to 

establish a unified school system under a unified board o¥ 
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trust~es. If the county has not been divided into high 

school districts. a high school district with boundaries 

coter~inous with the county boundaries shall be created, 

except that such hiqh school district shall not include the 

territory of any existing joint high school district located 

in the county. The territory of an e~isting joint high 

school district shall remain a part of such joint high 

school district. The creation of high school districts under 

this provision shall be In lieu of the high school district 

dlvisfon provisions o£ 2o-6-l03. 

(2) A propQsltlon to unify a county high school with 

the eleMentary district where the county high school 

building is located shall be introduced whenever: 

(a) the trustees of the county high school and the 

trustees of the ele~nentary district ·individually pass 

resolutions requesting the county superintendent to order an 

election to consider a unification proposition; or 

(b) not less than 2~~ of the electors of the county 

or• if the county has been divided into high school 

districts. the electors of the high school district where 

the county high school is locdted• and who are qualified to 

vote under the provisions of 20-20-301• petition the county 

superintendent to order an election to consider a 

unification proposition. 

(3) When the county superintendent has receivea the 
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trustees• resolutions or a valid petition. he shallr within 

10 days after the receipt of the last resolution or petition 

and u.,der the provisions of 20-20-ZOl, order the county high 

school to call an election to consider a unification 

proposition. The trustees of the count~ high school shall 

call end-ee"due~ an election In the •anner prescribed +" 

~ft+~--tTt+e for school elections. An elector who may vote on 

the unification proposition shall be qualified to vote under 

the provisions of 20-Z0-301. The ballot for a county high 

school unification proposition shall be substantially in the 

following form: 

•OFFICIAL BALLOT 

COUNTY HIGH SCHOOL UNIFICATION 

ELECTION 

Shall •••• County High School be unified with District 

No. ••••? •••• County to establish a unified school system 

under a unified board of trustees? 

[]FoR the unification of the coun~y high school. 

[]AGAINST the unification of the county high school.• 

( 4, When the county superintendent receives the 

election certificate fro. the trustees of the county high 

school, he shall issue an order declaring the unification of 

the county high school with the eleMentary district 

identified on the ballot as of the next succeeding July 1• 

if a •ajority of those electors voting at such election have 
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voted for tha unification proposition. 

(5) If a •ajority of those electors voting at the 

election have voted against the unification proposition, he 

shall order the disapproval of the unification proposition.• 

~ection 30. Section 20-9-428, MCA, is a~nded to read; 

"ZG-9-~28. DeterMination of approval or rejection of 

proposition at bond election. (lt When ~he-t~~~ees-eanwe's 

the v~te of a school district bond election is canygsJed 

under the provisions of 20-20-~15• ~~ey tb&- bpa(d of 

~aa~a~~eLs shall deter•lne th@ approval or rejection of the 

scnool bond proposition in the following aanner: 

(al determine the total nu•ber of electors of the 

school dIstrIct 

provisions of 

who are qualified to vote under the 

20-20-301 froM the list of electors supplied 

by the county registrar for such school bond election; 

(b) deter~ine the total nuMber of qualified electors 

~ho voted at the school bond election from the tally sheet 

or sheets for such election; 

(c) calculate the percentage of qualified electors 

voting at the school bond election by dividing the amount 

deter~ined in subsection (l)(b) by the aaount determined in 

~uosectlon (l)(a); and 

(d) when the calculated percentage In subsection 

(l)(c} is 40% or more• the school bond proposition shall be 

deemed to have been approved and adopted i~ a Majority of 
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the votes shall have been cast in favor of such proposition• 

otherwise it shall be deeMed to have been rejected; or 

(e) when the calculated percentage In subsection 

(1)(cl is More than 30~ but less tnan 'tO~, the school bond 

proposition shall be dee.ed to have been approved and 

adopted If 60% or ~ore of the votes shall have been cast in 

favor of such proposition. otherwise It shall be oee•ed to 

have been rejected; or 

(f) when the calculated percentage in subsection 

(l)(c} is 30~ or less• the school bond proposition shall be 

dee~ed to have been rejected. 

(2) If the canvass of the vote establishes the 

approval and adoption of the school bond proposition 9 the 

trustees shall Issue a certificate proclai•1ng the passage 

of such proposition and the authorization to Issue bonds of 

the school district for the purposes specified on the ballot 

for such school district bond election.• 

Section 31. Section 20-15-203, MCAt is amended to 

rf'!ad: 

"20-15-203. Call of COI\I'Unity college district 

organization election proposition statement. (1) A 

petition for the organization 

district shall be presented 

shall examine the petition to 

of a colltlllun i ty college 

to the regents. The regents 

determine if the petition 

satisfies the petitioning and community college dlstrlct 
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organizational requlre•ents. 

(ZJ If the re9ents determine that the petition 

satisfies such requirements. ~he regents shall order the 

elementary districts encompassed by the proposed co••unlty 

college district to can~~ call an election on the 

comMunity college district organlzatJon proposition. such 

election shall be held on the next succeeding re~~ap-~eftee+ 

tcuste& election day. except that an election required by a 

petition received by the regents less than 60 days before 

the re!~~er-seha&~ ~tae election day shall be held at the 

regular school election in the following school fiscal year. 

(3J At such election the proposition shall be in 

substantially the following for•: 

PROPOSITION 

Shall there be organized within the area co•prising the 

School Districts of (elementary dl str I cts shall be 

listed by county)t State of Nontana, a co••unlty college 

district for the offering of 13th- and 14th-year courses, to 

be known as the Community College District of ••••• Montana, 

under the provisions of the laws author,zing co••unity 

college districts in Montana• as prayed In the petition 

filed with the Board of Regents at Helena, Montana, on the 

•••• day of ••••• 19 ••• 7 

0FoR organization. 

0 AGAINST organization.• 
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Section 32. Section 2D-15-zo•, MCAt Is a•ended to 

n~ad: 

"20-15-204. Election of trustees districts from 

which elected terms of office. (1) The regents shall 

proYije for the elec~lon of trustees of the proposed 

community college district at the election held for the 

approval of its organization. Seven trustees shall be 

elected at large, except that should there be in such 

proposed co•munlty college district one or more high school 

districts or part of a high school district within the 

com•unity college dfstrlct with more than ~3~ and not more 

than SOt of the total population of the proposed district, 

as deter~ined by the last censust then each such district or 

part of district shalJ elect three trustees and the 

reMaining trustees shall be elected at large fro• tne 

re•alnder of the proposed co .. unity college district. Should 

any such high school district or such part of a high school 

district have more than 50~ of the population of the 

proposed district~ then four trustees shall be eJected from 

such high school district or such part of high school 

district and three trustees at large fro• the re•ainder of 

the proposed COMMUnity college district. 

(2) If the trustees are elected at large throughout 

the entire proposed co••unity college district, the three 

receiving the greatest nu~er of votes shall be elected for 
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a ter• of ~ t years.-~e-~we--reee+YT~g--•fte--ne~--~e~•~ 

"a~er--o~--ya~esy--~or--e-~er•-o¥-~-yeer$y and the ~wo fAuL 

receiving the next greatest nu•ber of votesy for a ter• of ~ 

yea~ a_¥eaCS• If the trustees are elected in any Manner 

other than at large throughout the entire proposed co.-unity 

college district, then the trustees elected shall deter•ine 

by lot the three who shall serve for ~ ~ yearsy-~he-~wo--who 

sha+t--~erve--~or--~-yea~~. and the ~we fAuC who shall serve 

for +-yea~ z_xea~· Thereafter, all trustees elected shall 

serve for terms of 3 years each.• 

Section 33. Section 20-15-ZO&, MCAw is amended to 

read: 

"20-15-206. Nomination of candidates and provision of 

sample ballot. 111 Nominations of candidates for the trustee 

positians must be filed w+th-~he-regeft~s-a~-~ee~~-~8-0eys 

~~+er-~e-~he-de~e-e~-~he-etee~+eft ~-gLQXld~!n~:l~· 

~ny five qualified electors may file noalnations of as •any 

persons as are to be elected to the board of trustees of the 

proposed coMmuntty college district fro• their respective 

community college trustee election areas. 

(2) The reqents shall provide the ~rK~~ee~ ~LiQD 

~dB1Di5t~atQL of each d+s~r+~-erdered-~e ~D~X--lD--W~ 

eendae~ the com~unity college district organization election 

~111--bB--~Daau~~d with a sa•ple of the ballot for the 

election of the board of trustees. Such sample ballot shall 

-'t5-
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be ~~rodaeed-by-~~e-~~-•~ee~-+n-e-s.••+e+e~-ft • .eeP--~--~ 

used a~ b~_tba_ala~go_agaloi5trator LD-PtAP4LAtiDD-at the 

trustee election ballot•• 

Section 3~. Section 20-15-208• MCA• is amended to 

read: 

RZ0-15-208. tonduct of election. The election for the 

organization of the coamunity college district and the 

election of trustees for such coamunity college district 

shall be conductedT in accordance with the school election 

l~wsy·by-the-~rHs~ees-o~-~he-e~~·n~ery-d+s~r+e~s-erdere~-te 

eft~--•aeh--e~e~+Gn• The cost of conducting such election 

shall be borne by the districts.• 

Section 3S. Section 20-15-219, "CA, 15 amended to 

read: 

•zo-15-219. Qualifications for office of trustee 

nominating petitions• (l) Any person NhO Is qualified to 

vote in a community college district under the provisions of 

20-Z0-301 is ellgtble for the office of co••unity college 

trustee. 

[2) Any five electors of a community college district 

qualified under the provisions of 20-20-301 may nominate as 

~any trustee candidates as there are t~ustee positions 

subject to election at the ensuing election. A no~inating 

petition containing the signatures of the five electors and 

the name of each person nominated for candidacy must be 

-46-



1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

LC 122"t/01 

sub~itted ~e-~he-e+ee~+on-e•~-des+~~a~ed-~y-~he--heard--o~ 

~r~$~~es--fte--+ess--~h8ft--38--deya-~e*ere-~he-~e~••r-seftoo+ 

e+ee~+eft-day-e~-wh+eft-fte-+s-~-be-e-eeftft+de~e ~_p~Qed-iD 

13=1~113• If there are diff&rent ter•s to be filled. the 

term for which each candidate is nominated .ust also be 

indfc~ted.• 

Section 36· Section Z0-15-220, MCA, is amended to 

read: 

•zo-ts-zzo. Trustee election ballot. ttt The trustee 

election ballot must he-'Ubs~en~+e++,-+n-~he-~o~+ew+n~-~e~•~ 

~gofgca_tQ_t~_caquiccaBnt~-tgc_nanpactl~a_ballots pcQ~&d 

iD-ILtl~-lJ£~~~L-ll1-Aact-Za 

Bff+e+e+-&e++ee 

6e-.an+ey-e~+ege-~eseee-e+eee+Oft 

~ns~rae~+ons~o-¥e~ers 

Na~e-en-•••-or-s+•+~er-Merk-+n-~fte-veeen~-sqaere-be#epe 

~-~••e-ef-~he-eend+da~e-fer-•~•-yea-w+sh-~o-wo~e. 

¥o~e-fer-t+ftd+ea~e-na~~-~-~e-e+e~edt-fer--e--~-yeer 

~erMw 

eerotw 

--•••••--••••••w•• ~+s~-~he-fte•es•-ef--~he--eeft~Tde~es 

~er--~he--~-yeer-~era-w+~h-e-weeeft~ 

~q~ere-Tft-fren~-of-eeeh-na .. • 

~o~e-for-t+ftdTee•e-nu.Oer-•e-be-e+ee•edt-far--e--~-year 

--•••••••••••••••• ~+s~-~he-naae~--ef--•ne--eend+de~es 
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for--~~--~-yee~-~er•-•+~ft-e-yecen~ 

sqaere-+n-fren~-ef-eaeh~~·· 

~~~e-for-f+ndfee~e-n~Meer-~o-~e-e+ee~e~t-+or--e--~-yeer 

--•••••••••••••••• ~~~-~he-neaes--e~--•ne--eend+da•es 

~er--~~e--+-yeer-••ra-w+•n-e-•~eon~ 

~qaere-+ft-+ren~-ef-eeeh-fte•e• 

t~t--~n-~re~ar+n~-~he-be++~sT-on+y-~hese--pa?•+ens--of 

the-~re~e~+be~-~e++~-~he~-ere-e~~+eeo+e-to-the-e+ee~+e"-to 

&e--eond~e•ed-nea~-~e-a~ed.-~e-be+~e~--~~~-a+'e~e-p~epered 

w+~h-h+ft"k-++"e$-eftd-weeeft•-~qa&res-+ft-~¥6ft~-e~-~fte-++nes-+n 

e-~Hf~+e+en~--fta.&e~--~e--e++ew--wr+~e-+~--YGt?ftg--for--eeeh 

~ras~ee-pos+•~n-~he~-+~-~Hbjee~-~e-e+e~+&n•" 

Section 37. Section ZG-15-221, HCA• is a•ended to 

read: 

•zo-15-221. Election of trustees after organization of 

community college district. (1) After organization, the 

registered electors of the comMunity college district 

qualified to vote under the provisions of zo-zo-301 shall 

e"n~a~•T bLeon!allx vote for trustees on the regu~er-~ehoe+ 

~L~~~~ election day provided for in 20-3-304o The election 

shall be conducted In accordance with the election 

provisions of this title whenever such provisions are made 

applicable to community college districts. Such elections 

shall be conducted by the eo•pnfteft~--e~e.eft~e~y--§ehoo+ 
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e+s~~re~s--wrthTft-s~h a~iQn-ada1Qiat£atAL-In each cgyoty 

tbat_lo~lu~a._~LtioD-gf_tbe couaunity college district 

upon the order of the board of trustees of the co••unity 

college district. ~~e-er~er--.he++--ee--~~ens~~~ea--••--~fte 

a~pro~r+e~e-~u~~ees--n~--~,--~heR--.a-e.ys-p~+e.-•e-~fte 

regatar-sehe&t-ete~+on-dey• 

(2) Notice of the co.-unity college district trustee 

election shall be given by the board of trustees of the 

co•munity colleqe district by publication 1n one or more 

newspapers of general circulation within each county. not 

less than once a week for 2 consecutive weeks. the last 

insertion to be no more than 1 waek prior to the date of the 

election. fft+s--"o~+ee-sha++-&e-+n-e~+~+e"-~o-t~e-e~ee~+en 

nee~ee--~o--be--~+veft--hy--~he--~~Hs~•••--of--the--e~penent 

e+e•e"ee~y-~+str~~s-~~er-~he-sehoo~-e•ee~+on-tawSY 

(3) Should trustees be elected other than at large 

throughout the entire district, then only those qualified 

voters ~ithin the area from which the trustee or trustees 

are to be elected shall cast their ballots for the trustee 

or trustees from that area. In addition to the nominating 

petition required by 20-15-219(2)t all candidates for the 

office of trustee shall file their declarations of candidacy 

w+t~-~~e-~eere~ery-e~-~~e-h&ard-of-~p~s~ees-&~-~he-e~~M~ft?~y 

e~++e~e--~~s~r~e~-no~-+es•-~ften-38-days-~r+e~-•e-~he-de~e-e~ 

e+eet?eftw-~f-en-e+ee~ron?e-w~+ng-sys~a-er-wo~+n~--•eeh+nes 
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ere--ne~---ed-+n-~~e-ee•penen~-e~eeeft•&Py-sehee~-d+s~+e~e~ 

&+~~~e~~-wh~eh-eondae~-~~·-•~ee~+eny-~he-eeer4-o~--~~s~ees 

e~--~e-ee••dft+~y-eo++e~e-d+~~r+e~she++-eaH~e-•a+~ets-~o-Be 

p~+n~ed-aftd-d+s~r+bu~ed--~er--the--po+++ft!--~~eees--~--soeh 

eo•~"en~--d~trte~s-et-~~e-e•pense-af-t~e-ee••~nT~y-ee++e~e 

~s~r+e~.-bae-+n-e+~-e~he~-~es,ee~s-se+~-e+ee~+efts-efte++--De 

eondae~ed--+ft--eeeerde"ee--w+~h--~he-s~oe+-e•ee~+Oft-+ews ~ 

PLP~i~e~-1D-ll:l~ll3• All costs Incident to election of the 

co~nity college trustees shall be borne by the co .. unlty 

colleqe districty-Tfte+Hd+ft~-one-ho+f-ef-~he-eo•pense~+en-G~ 

the-ja~e~-for-the-sehoe~-e+ee~~ens~-pre•+ded--~hee--+f--ehe 

e+eetTeft--e~--the-eeamdn~ty-ee++e~e-d+~tr+et-t~astees-+s-~fte 

oft+y-@+ee~+an--eOftdae~edy--~he--eoa~n+ty--ee++ege--d+str+e~ 

shs++--eeMpeftss~e--the--d+~tr+e~--for--tfte-~o~e+-east-e~-the 

e+eetton." 

Section 36. Section 20-15-222, HCAt is a.anded to 

r~ad: 

"20-15-222. Results of election qualifying oath--

term of office. (1) When the board of trustees of the 

community 

results 

college 

of the 

district has received all the certified 

dTs~r-+-et:~, the 

election fre.--~he--eo•peft@ft~--••eme~ary 

then-qualified members of the board of 

trustees of such community college district shall tabulate 

the results so received, shall declare and certify the 

candidate or ca~didates receiving the greatest number of 
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votes to be elected to the position or positions to be 

filled, and shall declare and certify the results of the 

votes cast on any proposition presented at such election. 

(2) (a) No person who receives a certificate of 

election as a community college trustee mas assume the 

trustee position until he has qualified by taking an oath of 

office prescribed by the constitution of Montana at the next 

regularly scheduled .eeting of the board of trustees after 

receipt of the certificate of election. 

(b) If the elected person does not qualify in 

accordance with this require•ent• another person must be 

appo;nted in a manner provided by 20-15-Z23 and shall serve 

until the next regular election. 

(3) After a person has qualified for a trustee 

position, he shall hold such position for the tera of the 

position and until his successor has been elected or 

appointed and has been qualified.• 

Section 39. Section 20-15-22~, 11CAo is aaended to 

read: 

•zo-15-ZZ4. Board of trustees organization, 

meetings, quorum, mileage, and seal. (1) (a) The trustees of 

each coRmunity college district shall annae~~Y ~alaLl¥ 

organize as a governing board of the comaunlty college 

distri:t at the next regularly scheduled meeting after the 

reg8+er lCUS~ee election day and after the Issuance of the 
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election certl~icate to the newly elected trustees. 

(b) In order ~o organize. the trustees of the 

community college district shall be given notice by the 

coordinator of the tiMe and place where the organization 

meeti~g will be held, and at such •eeting ~hey shall choose 

one of th~ i r 1nember s as cha i r11an and as secret.ar y. In 

addition, the trustees may e~ploy or appoint a competent 

person who is not a member of the trustees as the clerk of 

the community college district. 

(c} The chairman and secretary of the trustees o~ the 

community college district shall serve until the next 

organization meeting. The chair.an shall preside at all 

meetings of the trustees in accordance with the customary 

rules of order. He shall per~or• the duties prescribed by 

this title and any other duties that normally pertain to 

such office. 

(2) The board of trustees 

shall hold monthly neetinqs within 

o¥ the co .. unlty college 

the co••unity college 

district on such day of the month the trustees •ay set. The 

president and secretary of the board or a •ajority of the 

board May also call special ••etings of the board of 

trustees at any ti•e and place Nithfn the co••unlty college 

district Jf in their judgment necessity requires lt. The 

secretary of the board shall give each •e•ber a 48-hour 

written notice of all special •eetings. 
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(3) A •ajor lty of the board of trustees shall 

constitute a quoru• for the transaction of business. except 

that no contract shall be let, teacher e~ployed or 

dismissed. or bill approved unless a majority of the total 

board membership shall vote in favor of such action. 

(~) A eember of the board of trustees shall receive 

mileaqe as provided for in 2-18-503 for the distance 

necessarily traveled in goinq 

place of the meeting and his place 

to and returning fro• the 

of residence each day 

that such trip Is actually Made. 

(S) The board shall keep a co•~on seal with which to 

atte5t Its official ~cts.• 

Sectfon 40• Section Z0-15-2Z5t MC:Ar Is aMended to 

redd: 

"Z0-15-225. Powers and duties of trustees. (1) The 

trustees of a co~~unity college district shall, subject to 

supervision by the board of regents: 

(a) have general control and supervision of the 

co•munlty colleqe; 

(b) adop~ rules, not inconsistent wi~h ~he 

constitution and the laws of the statet for the gove~nment 

and adm,nistration of the comMunity college; 

(Cl grant certificates and degrees to the graduates of 

the community college; 

(d) keep a ~ecord of their proceedings; 
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(e) when not otherwise provided by law, have control 

of all books, records, buildings, 

property of the community college; 

(fJ receive fr~ the state 

grounds• 

board 

and other 

of land 

comMissioners; other boards., agencies, or persons; or the 

governaent of the United States all funds, lncoae, and other 

property the coMMUnity collage may be entitled to receive or 

accept and use and appropriate the property for the specific 

purpose of the entitlement, grant, or donation; 

(g) have general control of a11 receipts and 

dlsburse~ents of the eommunity college; 

(h) appoint and dismiss a president and faculty for 

the co•munity college; 

necessary officers, 

appoint and 

agents, and 

compensat1on; and set the terms and 

employment; 

distniss 

e•ployees; 

conditions 

any 

fix 

of 

other 

their 

their 

(i) administer the tuition provision and otherwise 

gov~rn the students of the community college district in 

accordance with the provisions of this chapter; 

(j) call and-eO't't~l:lf':t: the elections of the district in 

accordance with the school election chapter of this title; 

(k) participate in the teachers• retirement system of 

the state of Montana in accordance with the provisions of 

the teachers• retirement system chapter of this title; 

(1) establish employee benefits, other than retirement 
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beneFits, and ffx their Jl~ts In accordance with 2-18-701 

through 2-18-70it; and 

(m) participate in district boundary change actions in 

accordance with the provisions of the distric~ organization 

chapter of this tftle. 

(2) The trustees of a community college dfstrlct shall 

hold in trust all real and personal property of the district 

for the benefit of the college and students. 

(3) The trustees of a co-.unity college district may 

enter into agreements with the western interstate coamission 

for higher education. or similar intrastate, interstate, or 

international agreeaents, for the benefit of the district 

and students.• 

~~~-St,IID~a Section lt1. Transition. The election 

dates and ter~s of officers affected by this act Must be 

alt•r~d as follows: 

Cl) A school trustee ter• that would have expired in 

April 1984 is e~tended until a successor is elected at the 

local government @lection in November 1985 and is qualified. 

{2) A school trustee term that would have expired in 

April 1985 is extended until a successor is elected at the 

local govern.ent election in Nove~er 1985 and is qualified. 

(3) A school trustee ter• that would have expired in 

April 1986 is extended until a successor is elected at the 

local government election in Nove•ber 1987 and Is qualified. 
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(4) If a school trustee election scheduled as provided 

in this section results in placing More than one over half 

of the board on the ballot at the sa•e time, the number of 

positions on the ballot that are in excess of one over half 

must be set for election to two-year ter•s• 

(5) A county official term that would have expired in 

198~ is shortened to expire when a successor is elected at 

the local governMent election In November 1983 and is 

qualified. 

{6) A county official terM that would have expired in 

1986 is shortened to expire when a successor is elected at 

the l3cal government election In November 1985 and is 

quali-fied• 

(7) A county of~iclal ter• that would have expired in 

1988 is shortened to expire when a successor Is elected at 

the local governMent election in NoYember 1987 and is 

qualified. 

~f¥-SftllO~a Section ltZ• Repealer. Sections 

20-20-302• 20-20-303• and zo-ZD-311 tnrough zo-z0-313• MCA• 

a,..e repealed. 

~f¥_SftiiOHa Section it3• Severability. If a part of 

this act Is invalid, all valid parts that are severable from 

the invalid part re"'aln i·n effect. If a part of this act is 

Invalid in one or •ore of its applications. the part re•ains 

in effect In all valid applications that are severable from 
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