
HOUSE BILL NO. 708 

Introduced: 02/10/83 

Referred to Committee on Human Services: 02/10/83 
Hearing: 2/18/83 
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j:J.,qM BILL Nl~!:fii 
B~r oour,~ ~ -/1.~~ 

I lc/?71..5 'I'TJTT · ~ -~ .81 l FOR A~AC~TI~L TO.,~ 
.\d~€\'"'~'~ .· ;;rJ Jc-0~'<-'/ 
P~9VISI?NS, l ~f TO~THE LOW-INCOME ENE 

-..;l;_,,7~- / ~· ..-. R~._ · r-~t 
'r~~~M;. TO TH T HE~~ 

PROGRAM AND THE HOME ATHERIZATION PROGRAM 

BY COMMUNITY NONPROFIT ENTITIES REPRESENTING 

THE GD~ERNOR'S SUBSTATE PLANNING DISTRICTS; AMENDING SECTION 

90-4-202 0 MCA; AND PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.• 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

M£~-iELIL~~ Section 1. Low-income energy assistance 

program. (l) The department of social and rehabilitation 

services shall administer the lo~-income energy assistance 

program as provided in 42 u.s.c. 8bZ1, et seq. 

( 2) The department shall establish rules on 

eligibility and administration as follows: 

(a) The rules must be consistent with federal rules 

when such consistency is required for receipt of federal 

funding. 

(b) Distribution of funds ~ust be based upon the 

income of the recipient, the type of dwelling to be heated• 

the type of energy used for heat• and the climatic 

conditions in which the dwelling Is located. 
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LC 1208/01 

(c) Only one grant per dwelling may be made, but 

grants may be combined when eligible recipients live in 

state-recognized residential placements. 

(d) The rules must provide for administration of 

funds, including funds for administrative expenses of 

contracting entities, payments to energy vendors, and 

outreach programs. 

(e) The department may retain not ~ore than 5% of the 

proqram funds for administration if such retention is 

allowed by federal law. 

(3) The department in contracting for 1 OCdl 

administration of the program shall give priority to the 

~ame ent;ties operating the home weatherization program 

established in 90-4-202. 

Section 2. Section 90-4-202, MCA, is amended to read: 

•90-4-202. Allocation formula. (1) The department of 

social and rehabilitation services ~ay use not more than 5% 

of the total weatherization funds for administration of the 

weatherization program. 

(2) Eaeh !ilUUlLC!fil ___ -=mJill.tni.!.x_~an.iZ.iit.lim~ 

L~~~tiog_gae-OL-mQLe of the governor's substate planning 

districts shall receive that fraction of the remaining money 

as the number of eligible households in the district bears 

to the total number of eligible householas in the state. 

(31 The department of social and rehabilitation 

-2- I N T R 0 D U C E D B I L L 
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1 services may transfer weatherization money among the 

Z ognp£QL1£~~D~2Lg4Qi~a~ representing_Qfre__QL__mQLe 

3 of __ ~~ governor's substate planning districts if it finds 

4 that the Money is not being expended in accordance with the 

5 terms of the agreements executed to carry out the provisions 

6 and purposes of this section and federal laws and 

1 regulations. 

8 (41 Each of the ngoprofjt ~Qmmuni~~an~~ 

9 L£p£e~nxing_gQe_2L-mQLC_~ governor's substate planning 

10 districts shall submit plans and proposed agreements to the 

11 units of local govern•ent in the district for review and 

12 comment before the agreements are approved by the department 

13 of social and rehabilitation services." 

14 HfW SECTI~ Section 3. Effective date. This act is 

15 effective July l• 1983. 

-End-

-3-



STATE OF MONTANA 

FISCAL NOTE 

383-83 
REQUEST NO.----

Form BD·15 

In compliance with a written request received February 14 • , 19 ~, there is hereby submitted a Fiscal Note 

for House Bill 708 pursuant to Title 6, Olapter 4, Part 2 of the Montana Code Annotated (MCA). 
Background information used in developing this Fiscal Note is available from the Office of Budget and Program Planning, to members 
of the Legislature upon request. 

DESCRIPTION OF PROPOSED LEGISLATION: 

House Bill 708 establishes statutory provisions for the low income energy assistance 
program and provides for administration of the low income energy assistance program 
and the home weatherization program by community non-profit entities. 

ASSUMPTION$: 

1) Assume state administrative costs will continue to be less than 5%. 
2) Assume that Section 1, paragraph (2)(c) does not require payment for "state-recognized 

residential placements". 

FISCAL IMPACT: 

The proposal does not change low income energy assistance or weatherization grant 
levels. It does limit the type of organizations that can administer the program and 
while there would be some shifting of costs between administering agencies, there 
should be no overall increase or decrease in expenditures. 

FISCAL NOTE 13:CC/1 

BUDGET DIRECTOR 

Office of Budget and Program Planning 
Date: "2.... - \ 1 - <i 3 

18 



48th Legislature HB 708 

1 STATEME"T OF INTENT 

2 HOUSE 61Ll 708 

3 ~ouse Hu•an Services Committee 

4 

5 ' statement of intent is required for this bill because 

6 section 1 grants the DepartMent of Social and Rehabilitation 

7 Services rule.aking authority relating to eligibility and 

8 ad~lnlstratlon of the low incooe energy assistance program. 

9 It is Intended that th~ Depart•ent will follow federal 

10 guidelines and requlati~ns in establisntng the program. It 

11 is exr,.ected that. the Ol:'.partlltent will vary eligibility and 

12 grant aMounts to reflect appropriations available and number 

Il o~ persons to be served. The low income energy program is 

14 expected to be available evenly statewide. with substate 

15 entities administering the program relating to eligibility 

16 dptgrmination and outreach with the Departaent administering 

17 vendor pay•ent policies and direct administrative activities 

18 at the local level to insure statewide program consistency. 

S E C 0 N D R E A D I N G 

!+ b 7 0~ l 
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!~proved l"lv Conun. On f!uman Services 

HOUSE BILL NO. 708 

INT~ODUCED BY QUILICI, STIMATZt R. MANNING, 

EC~, FABREGAt PAVLOVICH, FARRIS, SANDS, 

BLAYLOCK, HAFFEY, CONOVER, NENAHAN, 

JO~ES, JACOBSON, WILLIAMS, HARRINGTC~, 

NISBET, ADDY, WALDRON, KITSELKANt 

NEUMAN, DRISCOLL, BOYLA~, WINSLOW, 

lOWE, HEMSTADt DAILY, BERTELSE~t 

J• HAMMOND~ LYN~H• o. BROW~, 

PECK, THOMAS• REAMt BACHINI 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITl~D: •AN ACT TO ESTABLISH STATUTORY 

PROVISIONS RELATING TO THE LOW-INCO~E ENEKGY ASSISTANCE 

PROGRAM; TO PROVIDE THAT THF. LOW-INCOME ENERGY ASSISTANCE 

PROGRA~ AND THE HOME WEATHERIZATION PROGRAM BE ADMINISTERED 

BY COMMUNITY NONPROFIT ENTITIES REPRESENTING ONE OR MORE OF 

THE r,JVERNOR"S SUBSTATE PLANNING DISTRICTS; AHENOI~G SECTION 

90-4-2J2t MCA; AND PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE." 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

~fH-SftllOH& Section 1. low-income energy assistance 

proqr~rn. (1) The department of social and rehabilitation 

services shall ad~inister the low-income energy assistance 

progra~ as provided in 42 u.s.c. 8621, et seq. 

(2) The department shall establish rules on 
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eligibility and ad•inistration as follows: 

(3) The rules must be consistent with federal rules 

when such consistency is required for receipt of federal 

fundi~g. 

(b) Distribution of funds •ust be based upon th~ 

income of the recipient• the 11Zf-AHQ type of dNelling to be 

heaterl, the type of energy us~d for heat, and the cli~atic 

conditions In which the dwellin9 is loc3ted. 

(c) Only one grant per dwelling may be made 9 but 

grants may be combined when eliqible recipients Jive in 

state-recognized residential placements. 

(d) The rules must provide for administration of 

funds, including funds for administrative expenses of 

contracting entities, payments to energy vendorst and 

outreach programs. 

(e) The depart•ent may retain not ~ore than 5% of the 

program funds for administration if such 

allowed by federal law. 

(3) The departMent in contracting 

retention is 

for 1 ocal 

administration of the pro9ram shall give priority to the 

same entities operating the ho~e weatherization program 

established in 90-4-202. 

Section z. Section 90-4-202, MCA, is amended to read: 

"90-4-202. Allocation formula. (1) The depart.ent of 

social and rehabilitation services may use not more than 5~ 

-2- HB 708 

SECOND READING 
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1 of the total weatherization funds for administration of the 

2 weatherization progra~. 

3 ( 21 Eeett HoopcQfLt _____ co.muQLtx ____ _gcg~LQu. 

~ ce~ce~eatlog_aoe_ac_aace of the governor•s substate planning 

5 districts shall receive that fraction of thP. remaining ~oney 

6 as the number of eligible households in the district bears 

7 to th~ total number of eligible households in the state. 

8 (3) The depart•ent of social and rehabilitation 

9 services may transfer weatherization •oney among the 

10 DDOPC~fit-_camm~1X--acaaolzatigoa_c~pcas~ULiug_ane_Q£_RQLB 

11 ~_the governor•s substate planning districts If it finds 

12 that the money Is not being expended in accordance with the 

13 terms of the agreements executed to carry out the provisions 

1~ and ~urposes of this section and fede~al laws and 

15 ~egulations. 

16 I 4 I Each of the DWlPCDfit __ t;;giHUIIitl'--RLQ<Ulizil1.1.DDJi 

17 c~~ca~e01log_o~_g~~~_of_1b~ gove•no•'s substate planning 

18 districts shall submit plans and proposed agreements to the 

19 unf~s of local government in the dist~ict for review and 

ZO comment before the agreeeents are approved by the depart.ent 

21 of social and rehabilitation services.• 

22 ~EW-SftiiO~a Section 3· Effective date. This act is 

Z3 effective July 1• 1983. 

-End-

-3- HB 708 
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STATEMENT OF INTENT 

HOUSE BILL 708 

House Human Services Com•ittee 

HB 708 

5 ~ statement of intent is required for this bill because 

6 section 1 grants the DepartMent of Social and Rehabilitation 

1 Services ruleaaking authority relating to eligibility and 

8 adMinistration of the laM inca .. energy assistance program. 

9 lt Is Intended that the Department will follow federal 

10 guidelines and regulations In establlsnlng the program. It 

11 is exoected that the Depart•ent will vary eligibility and 

lZ grant aaounts to re~lect appropriations available and nu•ber 

lJ of persons to be served. The low inca .. energy progra• is 

14 expected to be available evenly statewide, with substate 

15 entitles administering the progra• relating to eligibility 

16 determination and outreach with the Oepartaent administering 

17 vendor payaent policies and direct administrative activities 

18 at the local level to insure statewide progra• consistency. 

T H I R D R E A D I N G 
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HOUSE BILL NOo TOB 

INT~ODUCED BY QUILICI, STIHATZ, ~. HANNING, 

ECK, FABREGAt PAVLOVICH, FARRIS, SANDS, 

BLAYLOCK, HAFFEY, CONOVERt HENAHA~, 

JONES, JACOBSON, WILLIAMS, HARRINGTO~, 

NISBET, ADDY, WALDRON, KITSELMAN, 

NEUMAN, DRISCOLL, BOYLA~t WINSLOW, 

TONE, HEMSTAD, DAILY, BERTELSEN, 

Jo HAMMOND, LYNCHt Do SROWNt 

PEC~, THOMAS, REAMt BACHINI 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLeD: •AN ACT TO ESTABLISH STATUTORY 

PROVISIONS RELATING TO THE LOW-INCOME ENERGY ASSISTANCE 

PROGRAM; TO PROVIDE THAT THE LOW-INCOME ENERGY ASSISTANCE 

PROGRA~ AND THE HOME WEATHERIZATION PROGRAM BE ADMINISTERED 

BY CGMMUNITY NDNPPDFIT ENTITIES REPRESENTING ONE DR MORE OF 

THE GOVERNOR'S SUBSTATE PLANNING DISTRICTS; AMENDI~G SECTION 

90-4-202, MCA; AND PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE." 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

~fH-SEtllDba Section 1. Low-incoae enerqy assistance 

program. (11 The department of social and rehabilitation 

services shal 1 adlti ni ster th~ 1 ow-i nco11e energy assistance 

progra.n as provided in 42 u. s.c. 8621 t et seq. 

(2) The department shall establish rules on 
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eligibility and ad•inlstration as follows: 

{3) The rules .ust be consistent with federal rules 

when such consistency is required for receipt of federal 

fundi,g. 

(b) Distribution of funds must be based upon the 

lnco10e of the recipient, the :ilz.li-MW type of dwelling to be 

heated, the type of energy used for heat, and the cli•atic 

conditions fn which the dwelling is located. 

(C) Only one grant per dwelling may be •ade9 but 

grants may be combined when eligible recipients live in 

state-recognized resident1a1 placements. 

(d) The rules .ust provide for ad•lnistration of 

funds, including funds for administrative expenses of 

contracting entities, payments to energy vendors, and 

outreach programs. 

(el The department may retain not more than 5% of the 

program funds for administration if such retention is 

allowed by federal law. 

(l) The depart•ent In contracting for local 

administration of the ~rogram shall qive priority to the 

same entities operating the ho~e weatherization program 

established In 90-4-202. 

Section z. Section 90-4-202, MCA, Is aMended to read: 

"90-4-202. Allocation formula. (1) The depart.ant of 

social and r~habilitation services •ay use not more than 5t 

-2- HB 708 

T H I R D READING 
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1 of the total weatherization funds for ad•fnlstratfon of the 

z weatherization prograM. 

3 (Z) £- f*u~QJ:Qflt. ~CDIIIJ:WlLtx___ OCQaftj zatt90i 

~ c&P~RDL!DQ_goa_QC_mg~ of the governor's substate planning 

5 districts shall receive that fraction of the re•afnfng money 

6 as the nu•ber of eligible households In the district bears 

1 to the total number of eligible households io the state. 

8 (3J The departMnt of social and rehab I Jltation 

9 services •ay transrer weatherization •oney aaong the 

10 lliiDJK.:I.(1.t.....s;IIUillli:t.li-QUAilWt.ions r~~~~~:eullloi!lii-AAII gr AAEA 

11 Qf_:t.na governor's substate planning districts If it finds 

12 that the Boney Is not being expended In accordance with the 

13 ter•s or the agree.ents executed to carry out the provisions 

1~ and >Urposes of this section and federal laws and 

15 regulations. 

16 (~J E.ach of the DPilllt.llt.i.:t-~-•oit.¥ ouanilatlgu 

17 ~-g~.S&a:t.lDG-QQa-P~-Af-tb& governor's substate planning 

18 districts shall sub•lt plans and proposed agree•ents to the 

19 units of local governMnt In the district for review and 

20 co••ant before the agree .. nts are approved by the dapart~nt 

21 of social and rehabilitation services.• 

zz ~EM_S~~a& Section 3, Effective date. This act Is 

23 effective July lo 1983. 

-End-

-3- H8 708 


