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" A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: •AN ACT TO REQUIRE A FIRE 

5 DEPART~ENT TO FIGHT A FIRE OUTSIDE ITS JURISDICTION IF IT IS 

6 CALLED TO SUCH A FIRE WRONGFULLY OR ACCIDENTALLY; PROVIDING 

1 PROPER AUTHORITY AND PROTECTION TO SUCH A DEPARTMENT; AND 

6 REQUIRING COMPENSATION FOR SUCH A CALL OUTSIDE ITS 

9 JURISDICTION.• 

10 

ll BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

12 Section 1. Short title. [This act] may be cited as the 

13 •Emergency Response Fire Protection Act"• 

H Section z.. Pul"pose. It is the purpose of (this act] to 

15 save human life and prevent injul"y; to promote health• 

16 safety, and qeneral welfare; and to prevent needless 

17 property damaqe by providing emergency fire protection to 

1g persons and property when confusion or Misunderstanding 

19 arises over fire depart~ent jurisdiction. 

20 Section 3. Fire response outside jurisdiction -- duty 9 

21 authority, and protection. (1) If a public fire department 

l2 is wrongfully or accidentally called and re5ponds to a fire 

23 outsi~e its jurisdiction, the depart•ent must fight the fire 

Z't until: 

2~ (a) relieved by the fire department of that 
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jurisdiction; 

{b) dls•issed by the property owner; or 

(c) the fire is under control. 

(l) In resoonding to a fire under the provisions of 

subsection (1)• the fire depart•ent, its chief 9 and its 

me~nbers have: 

(a) the same authority while fighting a fire outside 

the depart~ent•s jurisdiction as they do while fighting a 

flre within its jurisdiction; and 

(bl the same authority and legal protection in the 

other jurisdiction as does the resident depal"tment in 

re~pooding to a fire, fighting the fire 9 and returning fro~ 

the fire. 

(3) This section does not require a fire depart•ent to 

respond to a fire known to be outside its jul"isdictlon. 

Section ~. CoMpensation for response. Unless a 

response under the provisions of [section 3] is an action 

covered by a mutual aid agreement~ a property ownel" must 

compensate a fire department for its response to such a call 

for all actual and necessary costs related to fire fighting 

services. Such costs may be paid to the fire department 

indirPctly through insurance coverage or proceeds. 

~Ection 5. Severability. If a part of this act is 

invalid, all valid parts that are severable from the invalid 

part remain in effect. If a part of this act is invalid in 
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1 one or more of its applIcations. the part remains in effect 

2 in all valid applica~ions that are severable from the 

3 invalid applications. 

4 Section 6. Codification instruction. This act is 

5 intended to be codified as an inte9ral part of Title 1. 

6 chapter 33t and the provisions of this act apply to Title 7• 

1 chapt~r 33. 

-End-
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HOUSE BILL NO. 675 

INTRODUCED BY KDEHNKEt OOZIER, HARPER, 

METCALF, FULLER, Jo BROWN 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: •AN ACT TO REQUIRE A FIRE 

DEPARTMENT TO FIGHT A FIRE OUTSIDE ITS JURISDICTION IF IT IS 

CALLED TO SUCH A FIRE WRONGFULLY OR ACCIDENTALLY; PROVIDING 

PPOPER AUTHORITY AND PROTECTION TO SUCH A DEPARTMENT; AND 

REQUIRHIG COMPENSATION FOR SUCH A CALL OUTSIDE TTS 

JURISDICTION.• 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

~ection 1. Short title. (This act] •ay be cited as the 

•Emergency Response Fire Protection Actn. 

Section 2. Purpose. It is the purpose of [this act) to 

save hu•an life and prevent injury; to promote heaJthw 

safetv• and qeneral welfare; and to prevent needless 

property damage by provfdinq emergency fire protection to 

persons and prooerty when confusion or misunderstanding 

arises over fire department jurisdiction. 

Section 3. Fire response outside jurisdiction-- duty~ 

auth~rity~ and protection. (1} If a pab++e fire department 

~~--~~"~~b+~y-e~-eee~~n~e++y-e8+~ed-eft~ responds to a fire 

~fR~~cy __ IH6I--IS--EOUHU-_IO _ _Bf___LU~ outside its 

jurisdiction~ the department Must fight the fire until: 
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(a) relieved 

jurlsdletlon; 

by the fire departMent of that 

LD~ALL~-IQ~gaQ_IQ_6K-EMEBGENCI-¥1ItilN ITS QWN 

.W&UilltllUfU. 

tbf£~ dismissed by the property owner; or 

tetLQl the fire Is under control. 

(2) In responding to a fire under the provisions of 

subsection (l)t ~he fire departMent, its ehieft and its 

.embers have: 

(a) the sa~e ·authority while fighting a fire outside 

the departMent's jurisdiction as they do whlla fighting a 

fire ~ithin its jurisdiction; and 

(b) the same authority and legal protection in the 

other jurisdiction as does the resident department in 

respo~dlng to a fire~ fighting the firet and returning from 

the fire. 

(J) This section does not require a fir-e depart11ent: to 

respond to a fire known to be outside its jurisdiction. 

Section 4• Compensation for response. Unless a 

respoase under the provisions of [section 3] is an action 

covere~ ~y a mutual aid agreement, a property owner IIUSt 

compe1sate a fire department for its response to such a call 

f'or all actual and necessary costs related to fire fighting 

services. Such costs •ay be paid to the fire department 

indir~ctly through insurance coverage or proceeds. 
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iec~lon 5. Severability. If a part of this act is 

2 invalid• all valid parts that are severable froM the invalid 

3 part ra•aln in effect. If a part of this act is Invalid in 

~ one or more of its applications. the part remains In effect 

5 in all valid applications that are severable from th~ 

6 Invalid ap?lications. 

7 Section 6. Codification instruct ion. This act is 

8 Intended to be codified as an Integral part of Title 7, 

9 chapter 33, and the provisions of this act apply to Title 7, 

10 chapt~r 33. 

-End-
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HOUSE BILL NOo 675 

INTRODUCED BY KDEHNKEt OOZIER, HARPER, 

METCALF, FULLER, Jo BROWN 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: •AN ACT TO REQUIRE A FIRE 

DEPARTMENT TO FIGHT A FIRE OUTSIDE ITS JURISDICTION IF IT IS 

CALLED TO SUCH A FIRE WRONGFULLY OR ACCIDENTALLY; PROVIDING 

PROPER AUTHORITY AND PROTECTION TO SUCH A DEPARTMENT; AND 

.REQUIRI'IG COMPENSATION FOR SUCH A CALL OUTSIDE ITS 

JURISDICTION.• 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Short title. (This act] may be cited as the 

•e.argency Response fire Protection Act•. 

Section 2. Purpose. I~ is the purpose of [this act) to 

save hu•an ll~e and prevent Injury; to pro•ote health, 

safety, and qeneral Nelfare; and to prevent needless 

property da~age by providing emergency fire protection to 

persons and property when confusion or •isunderstanding 

arises over fire department jurisdiction. 

Section 3. Fire response outside jurisdiction -- duty, 

authority• and protection. (1) If a pab~+e fire department 

+s--wren~•H~•v-er-eee+&eft .. ~~y-eft+~ed-eftd responds to a fire 

~fR~~tX--Itl6I--1~--fgU~2--IQ _ _&E ___ L~ outside its 

jurisdiction. the department must fight the fire until: 
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{a) relieved by the fire depart.•ent of that 

jurls~lctlon; 

tD!--t&LL~ ID REseasn_ra_AH_ENEI&f~tY KIIHIN TIS OWN 

~Qlt!IQ6L 

tbt(tl dis~issed by the property owner; or 

tetiDl the fire Is under control. 

CZ) In responding to a fire under the provisions of 

subsection (1)• the fire department• its chief, and its 

.ambers have: 

{a) the saMe ·authority while fighting a fire outside 

the department's jurisdiction as they do while fighting a 

fire ~ithin its jurisdiction; and 

(b) the same authority and legal protection in the 

other jurisdiction as does the resident department In 

respooding to a fire• fighting the fire• and returning from 

the ~ire. 

(3) This section does not require a fire depart•ent to 

respond to a fire known to be outside its jurisdiction. 

Section lt. Contpensat.ion for response. Unless a 

response under the p~ovisions o~ [section 3] is an action 

covered by a •utual aid agreement, a property owner llkJSt 

compe,sat.e a fire department. for its response to such a call 

for all actual and necessary costs related to fire fighting 

services. Such costs Map be paid to the fire department 

indlractly through Insurance coverage or proceeds. 
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1 Section 5. Severability. If a par~ of this act is 

2 invalid• all valid parts that are severable fro• the Invalid 

3 part ra•aln In effect. If a part of this act Is Invalid In 

4 one or ~ore of its applications. the part reMains in effec~ 

5 In all valid applications that are severable from the 

6 

1 

Invalid applications. 

Section 6. Codifi~ation instruction. This act is 

8 Intended to be codified as an lnteqral part of Title 7, 

9 chaoter 33, and the provisions of this act apply to Title 7• 

10 chapt~r 33. 

-End-
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