HOUSE BILL NO. 661

Introduced: 02/05/83

Referred to Committee on Fish & Game: 02/05/83
Hearing: 2/10/83
Report: 02/10/83, Do Not Pass
Bill Killed: 02/12/83
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A BILL FOR AN ACTY ENTITLED: AN ACT TO ESTABLISH A NONGAME
MILDLIFE ADVISORY COUNCIL ANG PROVIDE RESPOMSIBILAITIES FOR
THE CIUNCIL; AMENDING SECTION B7-5-102y MCA.”

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA:Z
Section le Sectlon 8T7T-5-102¢ MCAs is amended to read:
wgT-5-102. Definitionss As wused in this parte the

following definitions apply:
LA)__"Council®_  meapns _the Mootapa_.nongame  wildlife

adxisocy council.proxided foc in [section 2]a
€1412]1 ™Ecosystem™ means a system of living organisms

and theitr environments each influencing the existence of the

other and both necessary for the maintenance of lifes

t2343) *tndangered species™ means any species or
subspecies of wildlife actively threatened with extincticen
due ts any of tha following factors:

{a) the destructiony drastic modifications or severe
curtailment of its habitat;

() its overutilization for scientifics commerciaty or
sporting purposesj

(c) the effect on it of discasey pollutions or

predation;
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(d) other natural or man-made factors affecting its
prospects of survival or recruitment within the state; or

(a2) any combination of the foregeoing factors.

+3%{4) "Management™ means the collection and
application of biological information for +the purposes of
increasing the number of individuals «ithin species and
populations of wildlife up to the optimum carrying capacity
of their habitat and maintaining such levelse The term
incltudes the entire range of activities thaot constitute a
maodern sclentific resource program including but not limited
to researchy censuse law enforcementy habitat acquisition
and improvementy and educationes Also included within the
termy when and where appropriates is the periodic or total
protecztion of species or populations as well as ragulated
taking.

43451 *"Nongame wildlife®™ means any wild mammaly bird,
amphibiany vreptiles fishe molluske crustaceany or other wild
animal not otherwise legally classified by statute or
regulation of this state. Animals designated by statute or
regutation of this state as predatory in nature are not
classified as nongame wildlife for purposes of this part.

+5¥L(6} *"Optimum carrying capacity™ means that point at
which a given habitat can support healthy populations of
wildlife speciess having regard to the total ecosystem,

without diminishing the ability of the habitat to continue
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that functiona

$6¥L{1) *"Person" means any individual, firme
corporations associationy or partnershipe

t+¥+{8) "™Take™ means to harasse hunty capturey or kild
or attempt to harasss hunt, capturey or kili witdlifea

6331 "Wildlifem means any wild mammals birds
reptiles amphibiany Fishy molluskys crustaceans or other wild
animal or any party products eqgge or offspring or the dead
body or parts thereof."

NEMW _SELTIQN, Section 2. #Mantana nongame wildlife
advisory councile (1) There is a Montana nongame wWildlife
advisary councils

(2) The council conslists of six members appointed by
tha givernors

(3} The members appointed must be chosen a3 follows:

(a) two members representing agricultural Interests;

{b} two members vrepresenting wildlife conservation
interzstsj

{c)} one professional wildlife bioleyists and

{d) one member representing industrial interestss

(4) Council members shall serve 2-year termsa.

{5} The couwnci! is allocated to the department of
fishy wildlifes and parks for administrative purposes onlye

(6} The council s not subject to the provisions of

2-15-122 except a5 ctherwise provided in [section 3]e
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NEH_SECTION. Section 3, Meetings and structures (1)
The council shall meet at least twice annually and shall
meet at other times at the request of the department or on
the call of the chairman or a majority of its memberse

(2} The members are entitled to reimbursement for
thelr expenses in conducting council business in the amounts
provided for in 2-15~122{S}.

(3) The council shall elects a3t Its Ffirst meeting
after July 1 of each years a chairman and such other
offic2rs as it cansiders necessarya

{(4) A majority of the membership of the council
constitutes 3 quorum to conduct businesss.

{5) Al recommendations made and actions taken by the
council must be by majority vote of the quorums.

MEM_SECIIONs Section 4. Responsibilities of council.
The council shall:

{l1) advise the department as to the management of
nongame wildlife;

[2) review and comment upon specific proposals by the
department for nongame wildlife management;

{3) propeose rules and activities affecting nongame
wildlife management;

{#) solicit and assess public comeents concerning
nongane wildlife management; and

(5) prepare for the public anad the legislature a
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bienni al report on the nongame wildlifa programe

HEM_SECIIONs Section 5. Consultation with the
councile (1} The director and the department shall consult
with the council:

{al before adopting any regulations as provided in
87-5-105 and BT-5-110;

{b} before -establishing any program as provided in
a7-5-1C3; or

{c) in adopting any policies for the implementation of
the ncngame wildlife program.

{2} The director and the department shall gqive the
utmost consideration to implementing and rewvising any
proposed requlationss programss or policies In accordance
with the recommendations of the councile

{3) The director and the department shall consider for
adoption or Implementation any requlationsy policies, or
activities propocsed by the councile

YEW_SECTIONs Section 6. Codification instruction. (1)
Sectien 2 1S5 Intended to be codified as an integral part of
Title 2¢ chiapter 15y part 34a

(2) Sections 3 through % are intended to be codified
as an integral part of Title 8Ty chapter Sy part ly and the
provisions of Title 87y chapter 5y part 1y apply to sections
3 through 5

-end-
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STATE OF MONTANA
REQUEST NO. ___3__53:_83_.__

FISCAL NOTE
Form BQ-J‘S

February 8, 19 83

In complisnce with a written request received , there is hereby submitted a Fiscdl Note
House Bill 661

for pursuant to Title 5, Chapter 4, Part 2 of the Montana Code Annotated (MCA).
Background information used in developing this Fiscal Note is available from the Office of Budget and Program Planning, to members

of the Legislature upon request,

DESCRIPTION OF PROPOSED LEGISLATION:

House Bill 661 establishes a six member nongameladvisory council and provides compensation
and per diem be paid to each member.

ASSUMPTIONS :

1)  Assume only two meetings per year.

2)  Assume each meeting lasts one day.

3) Compensation for each member is $25 per day.

4) Assume average round trip mileage is 400 miles reimbursed at 20¢ per mile.
(Average based on total distances from Helena to each of the seven FWP regional
headquarters as we do not know from which areas members will be appointed.)

5) Assume per diem will be $37.50 per day.

6) Assume effective date will be 7/1/83.

FISCAL IMPACT:

FY84 FY85
Under Current Law -0- -0-
Under Proposed Law $1,710 $1,710
Increased Expenditures $1,710 81,110

TECHNICAL NOTE:

No funding source provided.

FISCAL NOTE 13:G/1

BUDGET DIRECTOR

Office of Budget and Program Planning
: - | ] -
Date: A l I




