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BY REQUEST COMMISSION FOR HUMAN RIGHTS 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: •AN ACT TO ESTABLISH A 

PROCEDURE BY WHICH AN INOIYIDUAL ALLEGING A VIOLATION OF THE 

HU~AN RIGHTS ACT KAY ELECT TO PURSUE A CDHPLAlNT BEFORE THE 

COHNISSION IN DISTRICT COURT; AND PROYIOING AN IMMEDIATE 

EFFECTIVE DATE.• 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Filing a co•plaint in district court. (1) 

The co••ission staff shall• at tha request of the 

co•plainant, issue a letter entltltng the coaplainant to 

file a discri•fna~ion action In district court If: 

ca) the co.-ission has not yet held a contested case 

hearing pursuant to 49-2-505i and 

(b) one o~ the following has occurred: 

(i) 180 days nave elapsed since the date the complaint 

20 was filed under 49-2-501; or 

21 (I i} the eo••lssion staff deter•ines that Its efforts 

22 to lnforaally Investigate and settle the complaint pursuant 

Z3 to ~9-Z-5~ are unsuccessful. 

Zit (2) Within 90 days after receipt of a letter Issued by 

25 the co•misslon pursuant to subsectioR {l)t a complainant may 
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petition the district court In the district In which the 

alleged violation occurred for appropriate relief. 

(3) If the district court ~lnds. In an action under 

this section, that a person, institution, entity, or agency 

against whoa or which a coaplaint was filed has engaged In 

the unlawful dlscrielnatory practice alleged In the 

co•plaint, the court DBY provide tha sa•e relief as 

described in +9-2-506 for a co .. lsslon order. In addition, 

the court may In Its discretion allow the prevailing party 

reasonable attorney fees. 

Section 2. Codification instruction. 

intended to be codified as an integral part 

Section 1 is 

of Title 't9• 

chapter 29 part 5t and the provisions of Title 49• chapter 

2, apply to section 1. 

Section 3. Effective date. This act is affective on 

passage and approval. 

-End-

-z- I N T R 0 D U C E D B I L L 
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Approved by committee 
on Judiciary 

HOUSE BILL NO. &6D 

INTRODUCED BY HANSEN, CHRISTIAENS 

BY REQUEST OF THE COMMISSION FOR HUMAN RIGHTS 

A BIL~ FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: •AN ACT TO ESTABLISH A 

P~OCEOJRE BY WHICH AN INDIVIDUAL ALLEGING A VIOLATION OF THE 

HUMAN RIGHTS ACT ~AY ELECT TO PURSUE A COMPLAINT BEFORE THE 

COMMISSION QR IN DISTRICT COURT; ANO PROVIDING AN IMMEDIATE 

EFFECTIVE DATE.• 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

section t. filing a co~plaint in district court. (1) 

The coMmission staf£ shall, at the request of the 

compl~lnantt issue a letter entitling the co•plainant to 

file a discrimination action in district court if: 

(aJ the commission has not yet held a contested case 

hearing pursuant to 49-2-505; and 

(o) one of the followlnq has occurred: 

(i) lBD days have elapsed since the date tne coaplalnt 

ZO was filed under 49-2-50\i or 

Z1 (ii) the co••lssion staff deter•ines that its efforts 

Z2 to InforMally Investigate and settle the complaint pursuant 

Z3 to ~9-2-504 are unsuccessful. 
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(2) ~ithln 90 days after receipt of a letter issued by 

the co•misslon pursuant to subsection (l)• a coaplainant may 
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pat1tlon the district court in the district in which the 

alleged violation occurred for appropriate relief. 

(3) If the district court finds. In an action under 

this section, that a person, institution, entity• or agency 

aoain~t whom or which a co•plaint was filed has enqaged in 

tt1e unlawful discriMinatory practice alleged in the 

complaint. the court •ay provide the same relief as 

described in ~9-Z-506 for a coMMission order. In addition, 

the court may in Its discretion allow the prevailing party 

reasonable attorney fees. 

Section 2. todificatiQn instruction. Section 1 is 

intended to be codified as an integral part of Title 49, 

chapt~r 2t part s, and the provisions of Title ~9• chapter 

z, ap,ly to section 1. 

Section 3. Effective date. This act is effective on 

passaqe and approval. 

-End-

S E C 0 N D R E A D I N G 
-2- HB 660 
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HOUSE BILL NOo 660 

INTRODUCED BT HANSE~• CHRISTIAENS 

BY REQUEST Of THE COMMISSION FOR HUNAN RIGHTS 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: •AN ACT TO ESTABLISH A 

PROCEDJRE BT MH!CH AN INDIVIDUAL ALLEGING A VIOLATION OF THE 

HUMAN RIGHTS ACT KAT ELECT TO PURSUE A COMPLAINT BEFORE THE 

COMMISSION DB IN DISTRICT COURT; AND PROVIDING AN IMMEDIATE 

EFFECTIVE DATE.• 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Filing a co•plaint in district court• (1) 

The co•mlssion staff shall• at the request o~ the 

co•pl~lnant• Issue a letter entitling the co.plainant to 

file a dlscrl•inatlon action In district court if: 

ta) the co .. lsslon has not yet held a con~asted case 

hearing pursuant ~o 49-Z-505; and 

(D) one of the following has occurred: 

(I) 180 days have elapsed since the date the co•plalnt 

20 was filed under ~9-2-501; or 

21 (II) the co••lsslon staff deter•lnes that its efforts 

22 to lnfor•ally investigate and settle the complaint pursuant 

23 to ~9-Z-50~ are unsuccessful. 
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(Z) Within 90 days after receipt of a letter issued by 

the co•mission pursuant to subsection (1), a coMplainant may 
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petition the district court In the district in which the 

alleged violation occurred for appropriate relief. 

(3) If the district court finds• In an action under 

this section. that a person, institution, entityy or agency 

against who• or which a co•plaint was filed has engaged In 

the unlawful discrl•inatory practice alleged In the 

co•plaint. the court •ay provide the sa.e relief as 

deseribed in ~9-2-S06 for a co .. lssion order. In addition. 

the court •ay In Its discretion allow the prevailing party 

reasonable attorney fees. 

Section 2. Codification instruction. Section 1 i5 

intended to be codified as an Integral part of Title ~9, 

chapter 2• part 5• and the provisions of Title ~9• chapter 

z, ap!)l·y t:o section 1. 

Section 3. Effective date. This act is effective on 

passaqe and approval. 

-End-

T H 1 R lJ R E A D I il G 
-2- HB 660 



March 14, 1983 

SENATE STANDING COMMITTEE REPORT 
(Judiciary) 

That House Bill No. 660 be amended as follows: 

l. Title, line 8. 
Following: "COURT" 
Insert:· "AND BY WHICH A PERSON AGAINST WHOM A COMPLAINT WAS FILED 
MAY ELECT TO HAVE THE MATTER REMOVED TO DISTRICT COURT" 

2. Page 1, lines 13-14. 
Following: "of" 
Strike: "the complainant," 
Insert: "either party," 

3. Page 1, Lines 17-23. 
Following: "49-2-505" 
Strike: remainder of lines 17-23 in their entirety 
Insert: "and has determined that it will be unable to hold a contested 
case hearing within 12 months of the date the complaint was filed under 
49-2-501; and 

(b) 180 days have elapsed since the complaint was filed and 
the efforts of the commission staff to settle the complaint after informal 

investigation pursuant to 49-2-504 have been unsuccessful." 

4. Page 1, line 25. 
Following: " (1) , " 
Strike: "a" 
Insert: "the" 
Following: "complainant" 
Strike:· "may" 
Insert: "shall" 

5. Page 2, line 2. 
Following: "relief." 
Insert: "If the claimant fails to petition the District Court within 
90 days after receipt of a letter issued by the Commission, the claim 
shall be barred." 
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HOUSE BILL ~0. 660 

INTRODUCED BY HANSE~• CHRISTIAENS 

BY REQUEST OF THE COMMISSION FOR HU~AN RIGHTS 

A diLL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: 0 AN ACT TO ESTABLISH A 

PRDCEOJRE BY WHICH AN INDIVIDUAL ALLEGING A VIOLATION OF THE 

HUHAN RIGHTS ACT '"AY ELECT TO PURSUE A COMPLAINT BEFORf THE 

COMMISSION DB IN DISTRICT COURT !~ij __ gl __ WU~ij__A __ ff&£~ 

A~A1~I--WUO~--A--tDafL!l~I-~AS-£1L~ij_Hji-~L~ti_IQ_UAX~-1Uf 

~Allo~-B~~QX~-ID-Dl~IRltl-tDU&I; AND PROVIDING AN IMMEDIATE 

EFFECTIVE DATE.• 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

~ection 1. Filing a complaint in district court. 

The commission staff shallt at the request of 

( 1) 

"h" 
e~mp~~+nent fllUfR __ eA&lXt issue a letter entitling the 

complainant to file a discrimination action in dis~rict 

co~rt if: 

(a) the commission has not yet helo a contested case 

h~aring pursuant to 49-2-505•-&"d 

tbt--one-e~-t"e-fe++ew+"1-ha,-eeeu~~ed+ 

t+t--~ee-dey,-fteye-e+spsed-s•"ee-~fte-fta~e-~"e-e~M~~e+~~ 

we~-ftted-~"der-~~-~-58+•-er 

t++t-the--eom•+~s+o"--s~sff-de~erm+"e~-t"~~-+~s-effe~~s 

te-+~forme+~y-+"••s~+qa~e-e"d-se~~+e-~he-e~m~~e+"~--p~r~~e"~ 
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~e--+9-~-§8~--e~e--~"~~eees,fa•• ~-HAS-QEIE&~LHED THAT II 

WILL-B~-U~ABLf_!Q_UQLD_A_toMIE~~A~--U~lH»--WliU1H--1Z 

~HIUS __ Qf--IUE-CAIE-IUE-to6fLA~l-~fl~ Y~PEE 4~~~~ 

AMD 

L~l--liD-CAlS-HAXf_-fLAeSED-~~--IUE- CQHPLAINl-_¥~ 

UL~IL-AIIO_IU~-~ffC&ll..DE..IUE-tlllllUSS.IDLSI&£E...ID-!ill!Lf_ltlf 

to~!1MI-Af~B-~fD&HAL-I6X~IIGAIIOU-fU&~U!ttl_lg __ i2:Z:S~ 

UA~-Bf~b-UMS.U't~~EUL. 

(Z) Within 90 days after receipt of a letter issued by 

~he commission pursuan~ to subsection {1), e IUf complainant 

may SdALL petition the district court in the district in 

which the alleged violation oc~urred for appropria~e relief. 

lE-IUE-tL~l~AIII-~lLs.-ID-fElliiP~IUE-ClSIElti-tQUai __ HliU~ 

iQ __ 06!~_AfifB_&~~lfi_Qf_A_Lfl~~SU~D-a~IUE CQMMI~ 

Itlf_tL6l!-S.UALL-BE-BAEE~Da 

(3) If the district court finds, in an action under 

this section, that a persont institution, entity, or agency 

against whom or which a c~mplaint was filed has engaged in 

the unl cJNful discriminatory practice allegea in the 

complaint, the court may provide the same relief as 

descritled in 49-2-506 for a commission order. In addition. 

the court may in its discretion allow tho prevailing party 

reasonable attorney fees. 

5ection 2. Codification instruction. Section is 

intended to be codified as an inte9ral part of Title 49, 

-2- HA 660 

R E F E R E N C E B I L L 
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1 chapt~r 2• part 5• and the pro~isions of Title ~9, chapter 

2 2. apply to section 1. 

3 Section 3. fffective date. This act is effective on 

4 passa9e and approval. 

-End-
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