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INTPOOUCEO BY ~BI~-~----
BY REQUEST OF THE OFFICE OF 

SUPERINTENDENT OF PUBLIC INSTRUCTION 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: •AN ACT TO CLARIFY THE 

PROVISIONS RELATING TO HIGH SCHOOL TUITION! AMENDING 

SECTIONS 20-5-311 AND Z0-5-312• MC••• 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE Of MONTANA: 

Section 1• Section zo-5-3llt MCA, is amended to read: 

"20-S-311• High school tuition. (It Any child ~ay be 

enrollP.d in and a~tend a high school outside of the hiqh 

school district in which he resides when such high school is 

located in ~iontana or in a county of another state that is 

adjacent to the s~at:e of "ontana. When a parent or guardian 

of ~ child wishes to have his Child attend a school under 

the provisions of this sectiont he shall apply to the county 

superintendent of the county of his residence before .July 1 

of the school fiscal year for which he seeks approval except 

in ~hose cases when substanti~l changes in circumstances 

occurred subsequently to justify later application. Such 

appl icat.ion shall be made on a tuition ag..-ee11ent. forl'l 

supplied by the county superintendent end-shef+-he--epp~eved 

by--~e--~~a~~e~--e~~~e-d+~~r+e~-whePe-~he-eh++d-w+~hes-te 
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a~~e~-~ftee+-end-the~ruste~-~~he--eft•+ft£~--~+~•e•--84 

res+deftee-befe~e-pe~-+s,+eft-te-en~e++-+ft-eftd-e~~en~-e-sehee+ 

ea~sTde-of-~he-~+~r+et-u"der-~he-~~ev+s+ens-e~-tft+•-seet+on 

sfte+~---be---gren~e~. rtu=_..t~:U.Uu.s_gf_tJijt dj str jct-llf 

U . .&.idli!IIOJI.L-tbLt.mtiUIL~II!I~.utic:t. j 0 WQ~t,be s:bj I d 

~~--tg_-41~~1& apd the county superintendant are 

lJILilllllJ:lllllll....ilguj;J.--fQr.---lllll..i~-~Qt,biU.-_bigb-U;Iillll.l 

Klt.biD--tbC-k2YOt.¥1--lii!I~QUDt.¥-fiYpeLiOteQdCQt of_t.bc_~ 

Q{_~;c:;ideol:.e-l.:;_:tbe.....illl!ll:lllll!l....ilgeot.__f.DL-illliUUl~e gyt.s! de 

t.!lC-c.liUOU1 

r Z I The ue~1:ees il~Q><aL~ot gc ..l!~ shall 

approve a tuition ~pplication when a child lives closer to a 

high school of another district than any high school located 

Nlthin his r~sident district or when, due to road or 

geograohic conditions, It is Impractical to attend the high 

school nearest his residence. In appro~ing such a tuition 

application the ~~-,~~es agacgXQl_~QC agents are not 

required to approve a tuition application fo..- a student 

seeking to attend a high school outside th~ state of Montana 

if thP. resident district provides transportation. In 

appr~ving a ~uition agree~ent under this provision, the 

t~u~~e~ a~o~al--AQeDt-UL-~~~ may require the child to 

attend the hiqh school closest to his residence. The 

~~~~~e~s apaLQ~al _ _ageo~oc __ ~ may approve any other 

tuition application that satisfies the geographic 

-2- I N T R 0 D U C E D B I L L 
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r@quirements of this section. 

(3) The ~rustees of the district where the child 

wishes to dttend ~chool shall dpp~ove or disapprove any 

tuition application submitted =o them unde~ the provisions 

of this section within 15 days dfter the receipt of the 

application. 

C4t The county superintendent shall notify the parent 

or guardian and the trustees of' the district where the child 

Nishes to attend school of the tuition agreement approval or 

disapproval. If a tuition agreement is disapproved by the 

~~~e~ ~g~x~ _ _ageQL__Qc__~~· the parent may appeal 

such disapproval to the ~ra~~ees-for--~he+r--reeo~~d~rat+on 

c.auot.x, ___ a,l.lQC.t.iD.te.OOe.nt and-. subsequentl Y• to the 

superintendent of public instruction under the provision for 

~he ap~eal of controversies in this title. The approval of 

any tuition agreement by the approval ~gents or upon appeal 

shall authorize the child named in such agree•ent to enroll 

in a1d attend the school na•ed in such agreeMent for the 

ensuing school fiscal year.• 

section 2. Section 20-5-312• MCA, is amended to read: 

"20-5-312. Reporting, budgeting, and payment for high 

school tuition. (1) At the close of the school ter• of each 

school fiscal year, the trustees of each high school 

district shall determine the rate of tuition for the current 

school fiscal year by: 
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fa) totaling the actual expenditures fro• the djstrict 

general fund, re~~~e~"~-f~~&y-&ft~ tbe debt service funds 

~Cg£ __ i1__~~-QURil--l~-_a-~~aen~-~D2tb~C-'QYDL~~_the 

cetlce~ent-tuud; 

(b) dlvidfnq the amouot determined in subsection 

(l)(a) above by the A~B of the district for the c~rrent 

fiscal year., as determined under the provisions ot 20-9-311; 

and 

(C) subtracting 

allo~a by 20-9-316 

foundation proqram as 

the total ot thP. per-ANB amount 

through 20-q-321 that represents th~ 

prescribed by 20-9-303 plus the 

oer-A~B amount determined by dividing the state financing of 

the district permissive levy by the ANB of the district, 

fro~ the amount deter~ined in subsection (l)(b) above. 

(2) Before July 15., the trustees shall report to the 

county superintendent of the county in which the district is 

located: 

(a) the names. addresses, and resident districts of 

the pupils attendinq the schools of the district under an 

approved tuitfon agreement; 

(b) the number of days of school attended by eRch 

pupil; 

(c) 

pavment 

the 

that 

amount, if any, of each pupil•s tuition 

the truste@Sy In their discretion, shall have 

the authority to waive; and 

_,_ 
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(d, the rate of current school fiscal year tuition, as 

detenrined under the provisions of this section. 

(3) When the county superintendent receives a tuition 

report fro~ a district. he shall t••ediately send the 

reported inforeation to the superintendent of each district 

in which the reported pupils reside. 

(4) When the district superintendent receives a 

tuition report or re~orts for high school pupils residing in 

his district and attending an out-of-district high school 

under 

total 

approved 

a~nount of 

tuition agreements. he shall determine the 

tuition due sueh out•of-distriet high 

schools on the basis of the following per-pupil schedule: 

the rate of tuition, number of pupils attending under an 

appru~ed tuition agree•ent, and other information provided 

by each high school district where resident district pupils 

have ~ttended school. 

(5l The total a.aunt of the high school tuitiont with 

consideration of any tuition waivers, for pupils attending a 

high ~chool outside the county of residence shall be 

financed by the county basic special tax for high schools as 

provided in Z0-9-334. In December, the county superintendent 

shall cause the payment by county warrant of the high school 

tuition obligations established under this section out of 

the first moneys realized from the county basic special tax 

for high school~. The payment shall be made to the county 
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treasurer of the county where each high school entitled to 

tuition is located. The county treasurer shall credit such 

tuition receipts to the general fund of the applicable high 

school district 9 and the tuition receipts shall be used in 

accordance with the provisions of 20-9-1~1· 

(b) For pupils attending a high school outside their 

district of residence but within the county of residence9 

the total amount of the tuition, with consideration of any 

tuition Maivers, must be paid during the ensuinq school 

f i seal year. The trustees of the sending high school 

district shall include the tuition aaount in the tuition 

fund of the preliminary and final budqets. This budgeted 

tuition amount is not subject to the budget adjustment 

provisions of Z0-9-132. The county superintendent shall 

~eport the net tuition fund levy requirement for each high 

school district to the county commissioners on the second 

Monday of August. and a levy on the district shall be made 

by th~ county coMmissioners in accordance with 20-9-142. 

This levy requirement shall be calculated by subt~acting 

from the total expenditure aaount authorized in the final 

tuition fund budget the sum of the cash balance in the 

tuition fund at the end of the immediately preceding school 

fiscal y~ar plus any other anticipated ~oney that may be 

realized in the tuition fund. The trustees shall pay by 

~arrants drawn on the tuition fund the tuition a•ounts o~ed 

-b-
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2 notification. Payments 
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in the county ~uperintendent•s 

shall be aade whenever there is a 

3 sufficient amount of cash available in the tuition fund but 

4 no lat@r than the end of the school fiscal year for which 

5 the budget Is adopted. However, if the trustees of either 

6 the ssnding or receiving nigh school feel the transfer 

1 ~rlvilege provided by this subsection is being abused they 

8 may anpeal to tne county superintendent of schools who shall 

9 hold a hearing and either approve or disapprove the 

10 transfer.w 

-End-

-7-
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INTRODUCED 

App. by eomm. on education 
and cultural resources 

~BILL NO•.~ 
BY~ 

BY REQUEST OF THE OFFICE OF 

SUPERINTENDENT OF PUBLIC INSTRUCTION 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLEOI •AN ACT TO CLARIFY THE 

PROVISIONS RELATING TO HIGH SCHOOL TUITION; AMENDING 

SECTIONS 20-5-311 AND 20-5-312t MC~.• 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Sec~lon 20-5-111, MCA• is aMended to read: 

"2D-5-311o High school tuition. (1) Any child ~ay be 

enrolled In and attend a high school outside of the high 

school district In which he resides when such high school is 

located in ~ontana or in a county of another sta~e that is 

adjacen~ to the sta~e of Montana. When a parent or guardian 

of 3 child wishes to have his child attend a school under 

the provisions of this section• he shall apply to the county 

superintendent of the county of his residence before ~uly 1 

of the school fiscal year to~ which he seeks approval except 

in those cases when substantial changes in clrcu•stances 

occurred subsequently to justify later application. SUch 

application shall be made on a tuition agree•ent for• 

supplied by the county superintendent ena-she~~-be--a~~·O¥~ 

br--~.--~.,~--o¥~~-d+~r+e~-where-the-eh+~-w+shes-~ 
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~•ftd-senoe+-and-~he-t~es-81-the--eh+~d&.--dts•rie• 

,..s+<lenee-befotoe perll+ss+-~--~~-+n-llftd-e••llftd-e-setleri 

-uflle-o•---d+~r+eot--r-•M-Jtr_+ _ _,. ____ _._ -t-----..--· Ibe__tEust••a gf the district gf 

~nee. the tru•t••• qf the alstrlc~ in which th• shlld 

llt!.aJJ.u. t,Q attegd scbMLa, lad lt)e CQUQt,J SUJ,lQ[IDteodent A(e 

tl!La!IIILlll!ill..il~ll.-fl!r _ _tyil.l!m..-111-..atUlt..beJ:.._IILli.II--ASOblllll 

wltblD--~IIIlt.b--Ib~-~~J:~§IlL.llf...tll~-c.llllllU 

Q{_£UiduaLis t,be appraxol-Ageo1: tor al.t&ndanc;o putair;1e 

tllLIO.IIIlElU& 

(2) The toto~ iiOliJ:Qdl agent or ageat.a shall 

approve a tuition application when a child Jives closer to a 

high school of another dis~rict than any high school located 

wtthi~ his resident district or when. due to road or 

geographic conditions, It is lapractical to attend the high 

school nearest his residence. In approving such a ~uitlon 

application the ~~., approyal aggnt gr agents are not 

required to approve a tultlo1 application for a student 

seeking to attend a high school outside the state of Montana 

If the resident district provides transportation. In 

approving a tuition agree-ant under this provision. the 

~r~~ew ~~al agent gr ag1n~ •ay require the child to 

attend the high school closest to his residence. The 

~ru~~e~ aQACQ~al-~eot or agents aay approve any other 

tuition application that satisfies the geographic 

-2- S E C 0 N D R E A D I N G 
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requireMents of this section. 

(31 The trustees o¥ the district where the child 

wishes to attend school shall approve or disapprove any 

tuition application sub•itted to thea under the provisions 

of this section •ithin 15 days after the receipt of the 

application. 

1~1 The county superintendent shall noti¥y the parent 

or guardian and the trustees o¥ the district where the child 

wishes to attend school o¥ the tuition agreeaent approval or 

disapproval. If a tuition agree~nt is disapproved by the 

~es aPP£QvaJ agent or ageo''' the parent •ay appeal 

such disapproval to the traaeees for--tha+r reeenstderee+eft 

~at¥ superintaodaot and• subsequantlyw to the 

superintendent of public Instruction under the provision for 

the appeal of controversies In this title. The approval of 

any tuition agreement by the approval agents or upon appeal 

shall authorize the child na.ed In such agree .. nt to enroll 

In a~d attend the school na .. d In such agraeaent for the 

ensuing school fiscal year.• 

section 2. Section 2D-5-312• HCA• Is a .. nded to read: 

"ZD-5-312. Reporting• budgeting• and pay•ent for high 

school tuition. (1) At the close of the school ter• of each 

school fiscal year. the trustees of each high school 

district shall deterelne the rate of tuition for the currant 

school fiscal year by: 

-3-

1 

2 

3 

4 

~ 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

z• 
25 

LC 1311/01 

(a) totaling the actual expenditures fro• the district 

general fund. r~+re~ft~-fUftd?-end tn. debt service funda 

ADds--if the pupil 1$ o resident qf aogtber county• the 

ut.lE.IUUlllLLwid i 

(bJ dividing the 

(1J(a) above by the 

a.aunt deter•ined In subsection 

ANB of the district for the current 

fiscal year• as de~er•lned under the provisions of zo-9-311; 

and 

(cl subtracting the total of the per-ANB aMount 

alloweo by 20-9-316 through 20-9-321 that represents the 

foundation prograe as prescribed by 2D-9-303 plus the 

per-~~B a-.unt determined by dividing the state financing of 

the district per•lsslva levy by the ANB of the district, 

fro• the a•ount determined In subsection (1J(bJ above. 

(2) Before July 15• the trustees shall report to the 

county superintendent of the county in which the dlstrlet Is 

located: 

(a) the naaeso addresses. and resident districts of 

the pupils attending the schools of the district under an 

approved tuition agreeeent; 

(bJ the nu~er of days of school attended by each 

pupil; 

(c) the 

paytnent that 

aaounto If any. of each pupil's tuition 

the trustees, In their discretion, shall have 

the authority to waive; and 

~-
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(dJ the rate of current school fiscal year tuition, as 

detenrined under the provisions of this section. 

(3) When the county superintendent receives a tuition 

report fro• a district, he shall i .. edlately sand the 

reported infor.atlon to the superintendent of each district 

in which the reported pupils reside• 

('t) When the district superintendent receives a 

tuition report or reports for high school pupils residing In 

his district and attending an out-of-district high school 

under approved tuition aqree .. nts. he shall deter•ine the 

total aaount of tuition due such out-of-district high 

schools on the basts of the following per-pupil schedule: 

the rate of tuition, nuaber of pupils attending under an 

approved tuition agree•entt and other InforMation provided 

by each high school district where resident district pupils 

have ~ttended school. 

(5) The total a.aunt of the high school tuition, with 

consideration of any tuition waivers, for ·pupils attending a 

high school outside the county of residence shall be 

financed by the county basic special tax for high schools as 

provided in 20-9-33'to Jn Deceeber. the county superintendent 

shall cause the payeent by county warrant of the high school 

tuition obligations established under this section out of 

the first .aneys realized fra. the county basic special tax 

for high schools. The payment shall be made to the county 

-5-
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treasurer of the county where each high school entitled to 

tuition is located. The county treasurer shall credit such 

tuition receipts to the general fund of the applicable high 

school dlstrlc~, and the tuition receipts shall be used In 

accordance with the provisions of Zo-9-1'>1• 

(61 For pupils attending a high school outside their 

district of residence but within the county of resldence 1 

the total aeount of the tultlono with consideration of any 

tuition waivers, eust be paid during the ensuing school 

fiscal year. The trustees of the sending high school 

district shall include the tuition aeount In the tuition 

fund of the prelleinary and final budgets. This budgeted 

tuition a•ount is not subject to the budget adjust .. nt 

provisions of 20-9-132. The county superintendent shall 

report the net tuition fund levy requlreaent for each high 

school district to the county co•missioners on the second 

Monday of August, and a levy on the district shall be .ade 

by the county coa.issloners In accordance with Zo-9-1~2• 

This levy require•ent shall be calculated by subtracting 

from the total expenditure amount authorized in the final 

tuition fund budget the su• of the cash balance In the 

tuition fund at the end of the iM.adiately preceding school 

fiscal year plus any other anticipated money that •ay be 

realized in the tuition fund. The trustees shall pay by 

war~ants drawn on the tuition fund the tuition a•ounts owed 

-6-
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1 to each district included in the county superintendent•s 

2 notlf;cation• Pay•ent~ shall be .ade whenever there is a 

3 sufficien~ a.aunt of cash available in the tuition fund but 

4 no later than the end of the school fiscal year for which 

5 the budqet Is adopted. However 9 if the trustees of either 

6 ~he sending or receiving nigh school feel the transfer 

1 privilege provided by this subsection is being abused they 

8 may appeal to the count' superintendent of schools who shall 

9 hold a hearing and either approve or disapprove the 

10 transfer.-

-End-

-1-
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~BILL NO·~. 
BY.~ -

BY REQUEST Of THE OFFICE OF 

SUPERINTENDENT OF PUBLIC INSTRUCTION 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: •AN ACT TO CLARIFY THE 

PROVISIONS RELATING TO HIGH SCHOOL TUITION; AMENDING 

SECTIONS Z0-5-311 AND Z0-5-312• HCAe• 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE Of MONTANA: 

~ection 1. Section 20-5-311• MCA• is a.anded to read= 

•zo-5-311• High school tuition. (11 Any child •ay be 

enrolled In and attend a high school outside of the high 

school district In which he resides when such high school is 

located In ~ontana or in a county of another state that is 

adjacent to the state of Montana. When a parent or guardian 

of a child wishes to have his child attend a school under 

the provisi4ns of this section• he shall apply to the county 

superintendent of the county of his residence before ~uly 1 

of the school fiscal year for whiCh he seeks approval except 

in those cases when substantial changes in circuestances 

occurred subsequently to justify later application. Such 

application shall be made on a tuition agree•ent for• 

supplied by the county superintendent and-sfte~~-be--epp~eved 

by--~e--~~es~~--ef~e-d+~~+e~whePe-~he-eft++d-w+s~~e 
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"""MI-<Oellett+-...-M-tf' _ __,. __ el'l+~--d.._.f.e_ef' 

..... defte<l-loefttf'_...._ .. eft""~-~ ....... - ... ~_.._-.......... 

-h+tle-.. t'-elle-d~l'+e1>-•PH1et-tl'ltl_,.,......,+""-*----e+on 

•Iori~---~·--'· Ibll.-tl.ust&b of the di str i ,;t; of 

u:tidiEl".a.J.bL~rnstees of tba__$1lst.rJ ct lo wnl Ch ;t.be sbl 14 

ML&bas-~ attend scbqqla agd Jbe eguotr ayparfntendeot are 

tllLil)proxal •IIIIDU-..b£--UlUIIIL--U- iiiQQt.bet high strhggl 

.U.biD_~~IIIlt¥&--111£~¥ super I 01:•ooent IIL.t.bLiillllllU 

Qf_C8$ldaD~-tbe agprosal-agent fpr attandan~• gut•lda 

t!ILI:IIIli!Ua 

(ZJ The ~ttftee, ~yal agent 0( agents shall 

approve a tuition application when a child lives closer to a 

high school of another district than any high school located 

•ltbin his resident district or when, due to road or 

geographic conditions, It Is iapractlcal to attend the high 

school nearest his residence. In approving such a tuition 

application the ~p~wes approval agent oc agent& are not 

required to approve a tuition application for a student 

seeking to attend a high school outside the state of Montana 

if the resident district provides transportation. In 

approving a tuition agree•ent under this provision, the 

tr..,ues ~ltiil....iiUllllt-liL-~" aay require the child to 

attend the hiqh school closest to his residence. The 

t...nue' ~iil....i!Qtiil:.-IIL. •ay approve any other 

tuition app 11 cation that satisfies the geographic 

-z- T H I R D R E A D I N G 
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requl~e .. nts of thfs section. 

(3) The trustees of the district where the child 

wishes to attend school shall approve or disapprove any 

tuition application sub•ltted to the• under the provisions 

of this section ~ithin 15 days after the receipt of the 

application. 

(~) The county superintendent shall notify the parent 

or guardian and the trustees of the district where the child 

wishes to attend school of the tuition agreeeent approval or 

disapproval. If a tuition agree~nt is disapproved by the 

~~- aaocoyal agent pr •g•nt$1 the parent •ar appeal 

such disappro¥al to the- treoteeo for·-the+P--reeOftO+e.retton 

~ syper.LIIS;II.IIdJud; ando subsequent! Y• to the 

superintendent of public instruction under the provision for 

the appeal of controversies In this title. The approval of 

any tuition agreement by the approval agents or upon appeal 

shall authorize the child na .. d In such agreeeent to enroll 

In ond attend the school naaed in such agreeaent for the 

ensuing school fiscal yaaro• 

Section 2o Section 20-5-312• MCA, is aaanded to read: 

•zo-5-312. Reporting, budgeting, and payaant for high 

school tuition. (1) At the close of the school tare of each 

school fiscal year, the trustees of each high school 

district shall deteral- the rate of tuition for the current 

school fiscal year byt 
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(a) totaling the actual expenditures fro• the district 

general fund, re+tt•_ ... ..,oty--~ debt service funda 

aosia-if tho pttpi J Is a [•$1 daot; qf anot;her cpynty• the 

UtlUIIII!Il...fw:ld I 

(bJ dividing the 

(1)(e) above by the 

aeount deter•lnad In subsectl on 

ANB of the district for the current 

fiscal yeary as deter•lned under the provisions of zo-9-311; 

and 

(c) subtracting the total of the per-ANB a~ount 

alloweo by 20-9-316 through 20-9-321 that represents the 

foundation proqraa as prescribed by 20-9-303 plus the 

per-A-~ B a110unt date reined by divl ding the state financIng of 

the district peraissive levy by the ANB of the district, 

froe the aaount deteralned In subsection (1)Cb) above. 

(2) Before July 15o the trustees shall report to the 

county superintendent of the county In which the district Is 

located: 

(a) the na.esy address••• and resident districts of 

the pupils attending the schools of the district under an 

approved tuition agreeaent; 

(b) the nuaber of days of school attended by each 

pupil; 

(c) the 

payaent that 

aaount• if anyo of each pupil•s tuition 

the trustees, In their discretion• shall have 

the authority to waive; and 

~-
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(dJ the rate or current school fiscal year tuition. as 

de~er&ined under the provisions of this sec~ion. 

(1) Nhen ~he coun~y superintanden~ receives a tuition 

report froa a district. he shall i .. adiately send the 

reported lnfor.ation to the superintendent of each district 

in which the reported pupils reside. 

(+) Nhen the district superintendent receives a 

tuition report or reports for high school pupils residing In 

hi• district and attending an out-of-district high school 

under approved tuition agreeaents. he shall deter•lne the 

total aaount of tuition dua such out-of-district high 

schools on the basis of the following per-pupil schedule: 

the rata of tuition• number of pupils attending under an 

approved tuition agree•ent. and other Information provided 

by each high school district where residant district pupils 

have attended school. 

(5} The total aaount of the high school tuition• with 

consideration of any tuition waivers. for pupils attending a 

high school outsida the county of residence shell be 

financed by the county basic special tax for high schools as 

proyidad In 20-9-33~. In Oece•ber• the county superintendent 

shall causa the payaent by county warrant of the high school 

tuition obligations established under this section out of 

the first aonays realized froa the county basic special tax 

for high schools. The payaent shall ba aade to the county 
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treasurar of the county where each high school entitled to 

tuition Is located. The county treasurar shall credit such 

tuition receipts to the general fund of the applicable high 

school district. and the tuition receipts shall be used In 

accordance with the provisions of 2o-9-l~l· 

(61 For pupils attandlng a high school outslda their 

district of residence but within the county of resldence 9 

the total aaount of tha tuition• with consideration of any 

tuition waivers. 

fiscal year. The 

must be paid during tha ensuing school 

trustees of the sending high school 

district shall include the tuition aaount in the tuition 

fund of the preliMinary and final budgets. This budgated 

tuition aMount is not subject to the budget adjustaent 

provisions of 20-9-132. The county superintendent shall 

report the net tuition fund levy requireaent for each high 

school district to the county co•mlssloners on the second 

Monday of August. and a levy on the district shall be made 

by the county co .. issioners in accordance with Zo-9-142. 

This levy requiraaent shall be calculated by subtracting 

froM the total expenditure amount authorized in the final 

tuition fund budget the sua of the cash balance in the 

tuition fund at tha end of the ieeediately preceding school 

fiscal year plus any other anticipated money that May be 

realized in the tuition fund. The trustees shall pay by 

warrants drawn on the tuition fund the tuition a•ounts owed 

-6-
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In the county superint•ndent•s 

shall be aeda whenawer there Is a 

I 

2 

, sufficient a~Uftt of cash available In the tuition fund but 

~ no later than the end of the school fiscal year for which 

5 the budqet Is adopted. However. if the trustees of either 

6 the sending or recetving high school feel the traftsfer 

7 privilege provided by this subsection is being abused they 

8 aay appeal to the county superintendent of school• who shall 

9 hold a hearing and either approve or disapprove the 

lD transfer.• 

-End-
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SENATE STANDING COMMITTEE REPOR~ 
(Education & Cultural Resources)\ 

) 

That House Bill No. 653 be amended as follows: 

1. Title, 
Following: 
Insert: "; 

line 8. 
"MCA" 
PROVIDING AN IMMEDIATE EFFECTIVE DATE" 

2. Page 2, line 9. 
Following: ''residence'' 
Strike: "is" 
Insert: "and the trustees of the district in which the child 
wishes to attend school are'' 
Following: "approval" 
Strike: "agent" 
Insert: ''agents" 

J. ~age 2, line 11. 
Following: ''approval" 
Strike: "agent or" 

4. Page 2, line 17. 
Following: "approval" 
Strike: ''agent or" 

5. Page 2, line 22. 
Following: "approval" 
Strike: "agent or" 

6. Page 2, line 24. 
Following: "approval" 
Strike: "agent or" 

7. Page 3, line 10. 
Following: "by" 
Strike: "the" 
Insert: "one or more" 

8. Page 3, line 11. 
Following: "approval" 
Strike: "agent or" 

9. Page 3, line 15. 
Following: ''title." 
Insert: "(5)" 

10. Page 3, line 16. 
Following: "by" 
Insert: "all of" 
Following: ''the" 
Insert: "applicable'' 

11. Page 7. 
Following: line 10 
Insert: "NEW SECTION. Section 3. Effective date. This act is 

effective on passage and approval." 
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HOUSE BILL NO. 653 

INTRODUCED BY SANDS 

BY REQUEST OF THE OFFICE Of 

SUPERINTENDENT OF PUBLIC INSTRUCTION 

A BILl FOR AN ACT ENTITLED> •AN ACT TO CLARIFY THE 

PROVISIONS RELATING TO HIGH SCHOOL TUITION; AKENDJNG 

SECTIO~S 2D-5-311 AND 20-5-312• KCA~ PRQVIDIK5__6h 

~~f216If_fffftll~-DA~·· 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF KONTANA> 

s~ctlon 1. Section 20-5-311• ~CA• Is a•ended to read: 

••zo-5-311. Hlqh sc:hool tuition. (1) Any child May be 

enrollRd in and at~end a high school ou~side of the high 

s~hool district In which he resides when such high school is 

locat~d in Montana or in a county of another state that is 

adj~cent to the state of Montana. When a parent or guardian 

of a child wishes to have his child attend a school under 

the provisions of this section. he shall apply to the county 

superintendent of the county of his residence before July 1 

of tn~ school fiscal year for which he seeks approval except 

in those case5 when substantial changes in circumstances 

occurred subsequently to justify later application. Such 

apnlic3'tion shall be made on a tuition agreement form 

supplied by the county superintendent e"~-~he++-be-~~~o•ed 
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hy-~he-~ros~ees-e#-~~e-d+s~~+e~-where-~~-e~+t~--~e~--~o 

a~~n~--sehoe+--ane--~he-~r~s~e~-e4-~he-eh+~d&s-~+s~r+ee-ef 

res+denee-8efere-pe~R+ss+eft-~enro++-+n-en~-·~~ene-a-sehoo+ 

oa~s+~e-e~-~fte-~~~rte~-~er-•~-p~Y+sions-o#-~~~~+e" 

sheH--...,_-grent.ed. Ib2-UU~-GL...UIL dls1;r I ct -'lf 

~ldi:OI:IlL.-tbL..tJ:IIU!IIIIL.RLtbLlli.s.t.tiU..l.o..llll.IJob tb!ll s;D!l d 

~~-t~-att!llod-1~1&-And..tbe s;quotx supaciotend!IIQt ~ 

tllL-liiiPr.llltiiL...illi!IIO.tli-.fiiL_tuUliiii....U.....illlQLb&e-liJ..IItL_KIKIII.l 

lllitbio_tfllL~:~~uotx.a...Jil!ll_s:OIUIU-~l.oUW111111...a.(-1Ju: s;gyaty 

llf __ l:llil.delll:e ta !tlll_lllf..~IEES QE I!ILQUTBICI IN WHit!! 

Illf_IJ! U Q III Sllfli-IQ-'llf!IILKIIDDL-A.Bf :UIL-UIIt.w!lll DPn 

Mi~IS fQL_All!llodaol:LW~L~UIIt.¥.& 

( 21 The t.r•~s agg,;axal ~~ a~ shall 

appro¥~ a tui~ion application when a child lives closer to a 

hiqh school of another district than any high school located 

-,ithl-1 his resident district or when. due to road or 

g~oqraphic conditions. it is impractical to attend the high 

school nearest his residence. In approving such a tuition 

application the ~ras~ees ~Xal aa:at=Ae ag~ are not 

requi;ed to aoprove a tuition application 'for a student 

seeki11g to attend a high school outside the state of Montana 

if the resident district provides transportation. In 

appr~~ing a tuitto~ aqree~ent under this provision. the 

~ra~~ee~ aDQ£QXal DQeQt=OC ~geo~ may require the child to 

attend the hiqh school closest to his residence. ThP. 

-2- HB ~53 
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tuition 

aapcg~al a;:at==a~ 

application that 

requirements of this section. 

HB 0653{02 

aw~ may approve dny other 

satisfies tne geoqraphic 

(3) The trustees of the district where the child 

wishes to attend school shall approve or disapprove any 

tuition application submitted to them under the provisions 

of this section •ithin 15 days after the receipt of the 

application. 

(~) The county superintendent shall notify the parent 

or guardian and the trustees of the district where the child 

wishes to attend school of the tuition agreement approval or 

disapproval. If a tuition agreeaent is disapproved by ~he 

Qtl,l;_..t!B.-l!OllE trestees illlPC~iil. ~ il~• the parent 

may app~al such disapproval to the ~P~•~ees--~·--~fte+r 

reeft~+dere~+on ~Q~~ReLiat&odeDL and• subsequently• to 

the superintendent of public Instruction under the provision 

for the appeal of controversies in this title. 

L~l The approval of any tuition agreement by ALL QE 

the aeeLI~6ALE approval agents or upon appeal shall 

authorize the child named in such aqree•ent to enroll in and 

attend the school na11ed in such aqreeraent for the ensuinq 

school fi seal year." 

Section z. Section Z0-5-312, MCA 9 Is amended to read: 

•zo-5-312. Reporting, budgeting. and payment for high 

school tuition. (1) At the close of the school ter11 of each 

-3- HB 653 
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~chool fiscal year 9 th~ trustees of each hiqh s~hool 

district shall deter~ine the rate of tuition for the current 

school f i seal ,~ar by: 

(d) total inq the actual e~penditures from the district 

gener~l fund• r~~+re~n~--f~~dy-end ~ debt serv1ce fund£ 

dDd~-Lt-tbe-~il-i~-4--~ideot__Qf __ anaLbec __ ~~L--lbe 

cetlce~eot_tuoa; 

(b) dividing the a11ount deter,..ined in subsection 

(l){a) above by the ANB of the district for the current 

fiscal year• as deter~nined under the provisions of 20-9-311; 

and 

tc) subtracting the total of the per-ANB aMount 

allow9d by 20-9-316 through 20-9-321 t~at repreoents the 

found3tion program as prescribed by Z0-9-303 plus the 

per-A~B amount deterMined by dividing the state financing of 

the distric~ per~isslve levy by the ANB of the district, 

fro• the amount deter•ined in subsection (lJ(b) above. 

(Z) Before July 15 9 the trustees Shall report to the 

county superintendent of the county In which the district is 

located: 

(a) the na•es. addresses. and resident districts of 

the pupils attending the schools of the district under an 

approved ~uition agreement; 

(b) the number of days of school attended by each 

pupil; 

-t,- HB bB 
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(c) the amount 9 if any 9 of each pupit•s tul~ion 

p~yment that the trustees, In their discretion, shall have 

the authority to waive; and 

(d) the rate of current school fiscal year tuition, as 

deter~ined unde~ the provisions of this section. 

(3) When the county superintendent receives a tuition 

report from a district, he snall i•Medfately send the 

report~d information to the superintendent of each district 

in which the reported pupils reside. 

(4) When the district superintendent receives a 

tuition report or reports for hi9h school pupils residing in 

his district and attending an out-of-district high school 

und@r approved tuition aqree~nts, he shall deter•ine the 

total amount of tuition due such out-of-alstrict hiqh 

~chool son thP basis of the followinq per-pupil schedule: 

th~ rate of tuition• number of pupils attending under an 

approved tuition agree.ent, and other information provided 

by e~ch high school district where resident district pupils 

havP. ~ttended school. 

(5) The total a•ount of the high school tuition, with 

consi~~ration of any tuition waivers, for pupils attending a 

high school outside the county of residence shall be 

finan~ed by the county basic special tax for high schools as 

pruvi~ed in 20-9-334. In December, the county superintendent 

shall cause the payment by county warrant of the high school 

_,_ 
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tuiti)n obligations established under this section out of 

the first moneys realized fro• the county basic special tax 

for high schools. The payment shall be made to the county 

treas~rer of tne county where each high school entitled to 

tuition is located. The county treasurer shall credit such 

tui~ion receipts to the general fund of the ap~licable high 

scho~l district. and the tuition receipts shall be used in 

accordance with the provisions of 20-9-1~1. 

f6) For pupils attending a high school ou~side their 

district of residence but within the county of residence, 

the total aMount of the tuition, with consideration of any 

tuition waivers, must be paid during the ensuing school 

fiscal year. The trustees of the sending high school 

dlstri ct shall 

fund of the 

include the tuition amount in the tuition 

preli•inary and final budqets. This budgeted 

tuiti~n amount is not subject to the budget adjust•ent 

provisions of 20-9-132. lh@ county superintendent shall 

r~port T.he ne~ tuitton fund levy require•ent for each high 

school dis~rict to the county commissioners on the second 

Monday of Auqust, and a levy on the district shall be Made 

by the county commissioners in accordance with 20-~-142. 

This l,vy r~quirement shall be calculated by subtracting 

fro~ the total expenditure amount authorized in the final 

tuiti!n fund budget the sum of the cash balance In the 

tuitinn fund at the end of the i•media~ely preceding school 

-6- HB b53 
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fiscal year plus any other anticipated money that may be 

2 r~al i ted in the tuition fund. The truste.es shall pay by 

3 warrants drawn on the tuition fund the tuition a.aun~s owea 

<ft. to each d.f.str:-lc;~ included in the county sup-erintvnden't•s 

5 not•f; cat. ion,. Pay11ents _shal.l be made whenever thef'e is a 

6 suffici-ent a111ount of cash- avai.labJe ln the tuition. funtt but 

7 no l-ater than the end o_f the school- f t seal year for whl en 

8 the. bufi9:et Is adopte~. Ha;wever. if the: trustees of either 

9 the S,ending Of' r•ce.iving rrigh school feel t.h& tr-an-s'fer 

1' privi.Jege provided by. t-hi_s liUb.section is being abU~d they 

11 NY' appeal to the ~County _supe_rt ~tendent of schools.. whQ sha-lJ, 

1~ hold a hearing. and e-it.her approv.e or. disapp.ra:ve- t~ 

1:3 transfer .• 

1tt :&liU11UI-.1~~~rulli~l~ Acr u. EfEecnxfi·.llll 

15 fA.iUli~...611D-AffB.~I.& 

-End-
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