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INTRODUCED BY ~ILL~~ -- ... -~ ------------

A BILL FOP. AN ACT E"'TITLEO: "A!j ACT TO REVISE THE OIETHOD 

FOR DETERMINING APPROVAL OR REJECTION OF A!j ELECTION 

PROPJSITION ON AN ADDITIONAL LEVY FOR A SCHOOL DISTRICT 

GENF~~L FUND BUDGET; A~ENOING SECTION 20-9-3S3, MCA.• 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

~lS_Sf~IlQ~1 Section l• Determination of approval or 

r~j~ction of proposition at additional J~vy election. (lt 

when the trustees canvass the vote of a school district 

3dditiona1 levy election under the provisions of 20-20-415 1 

they shall determine the aporoval or rejection of the school 

additional levy proposition in the follo~ing manner; 

(a) (i) dete..-mine the tot~l number of electors of the 

school district who are qualified to vote under the 

orovisions of Z0-20-3Ul frotn the 1 ist of electors supplied 

by the county election ad~inistrator tor the school 

additional levy electloni 

(ii) determine the total number of qualified electors 

who V('lt.ed at the school additional levy election from the 

tally sheet of'" sheets for the election; 

{i liJ calculate the percentaqe of qualified electors 

votin-'1 at the school additional levy election by diviainq 
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LC 2388/01 

the nu~ber determined in subsection (l)(a)(ii) by the number 

deter~ined in subsection (l)(a)(i)• 

(b) If the calculated pe..-centage in subsection 

(l)(a)(iii) is 35% or 11ore, the school additional levy 

proposition is approved and adopted if a •aJority of the 

votes are cast in favor of the proposition; otherwise it Is 

rejected. 

(c) If the calculated percentage in subsection 

( 1 )(a)( I i I) is more than 25% but less than 351;, the schoo 1 

bond proposition is approved and adopted if 60% or more of 

the v~tes are cast in favor of the proposition; otherwise it 

is rejected. 

(d) If the calculated percentage in subsection 

(l)(a)(iii) is 252; or less, the school additional levy 

propo~ition is rejected. 

(2) If the canvass of the vote establishes the 

api)rov.:tl and adoption of the school additional levy 

proposition, tne trustees shall issue a certificate 

proclaiming the passaqe of the proposition. 

Section 2. Section 20-q-353, MCA, is amended to read: 

"20-9-353. Additional levy for general fund 

election for authoriz?.tion to impose. (1) The trustees of 

apy dist..-ict may propose to adopt a general fund budqet in 

exces5 of the general fund budget amount for such district 

as est~bllshed by the schedules in 20-9-316 through 20-9-321 

-2- I N T R 0 D U C E D B I L L 
;} ( 

-/ 



1 

2 

3 

't 

5 

6 

7 

~ 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

LC 2366/01 

for any of the followinq purposes: 

(a) ouilding 9 altering, repairing, or enlarging any 

schoolhouse of thP district; 

{b) furnishinQ additional school facilities for the 

district; 

(c) acquisition of land for the district; 

fd) proper •aintenance and operation of the school 

progra~s of the district. 

(2) When the trustees of any district determine that 

an additional amount of financing is required for the 

general fund budget that is in excess of the statutory 

schedule amount, the trustees shall submit the proposition 

of an additional levy to raise such exc~ss amount of general 

fund financing to the electors who are qualified under 

20-20-301 to vote upon such proposition except that no 

election shall be required to per•it the school trustees to 

use federal funds received under Title of Pub I i c law 

Bl-874 to increase the school district•s general fund budget 

as established in zo-q-316 through 20-9-3Zl by the aMOunt of 

these funds. Such special election shall be called and 

conducted in the manoP~ prescribed by this title for school 

elections. The ballot for such election shall state the 

amount of money to be raised by additional property 

taxation• the approximate number of mills required to raise 

such ~oney. and the purpose for which such money will be 
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eKpended• and it shall be in the following format: 

PROPOSITION 

t;;1"!all a levy be made in addition to the levies 

auth?r i zed by law in such number of mIlls as n-•ay oe 

necessary to raise the sum of (state the a111ount to be raiseo 

by additional tax levy),. and being app.-oJtimately (give 

number) mills, for the purpose of (insert the purpose fer 

which th~ additional tax levy is made)? 

OFoR the additional levy. 

04GAINST the additional levy. 

f 3) If the election on any additional levy for the 

general fund is approved by--e--•ejer•~y--yo~e--e~--~fte5~ 

e+ee~r~-•e~T"~-e~-sa~h-e+ee~~e" ~~LQeg_io_~eclign-lJ• 

the proposition shall carry and the trustees may use any 

portion or all of the authorized amount in adopting th~ 

preliminary general fund budqet. The trustees shall certify 

the additional levy aMount authorize~ by such a spPcial 

election on the budqet form that is submitted to the county 

superi~t~ndentt and the county com~ission~rs shall levy such 

number of Mills on the taxable value of al1 taxable property 

withl'l t.h~ district., as prescribed in 20-9-lltl., as are 

required to raise ~he amount of such additional levy. 

(~) Authori7ation to levy ~n additional tax under the 

provisions of this section shall be efFective for only 

school Fiscal year and shall be authorized by a o;pecial 
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1 election conducted before August 1 of the school fiscal year 

2 for which it is effective.• 

3 ~fW-~E~llD~a Section 3. Codification instruction. 

4 Section 1 is intended to be codified as an integral part of 

5 Title lOy chaoter 9y part 3• and the provisions of Title 20 

6 apoly to section 1. 

-End-
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