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A !!ILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: •AN ACT TO REVISE THE EXEMPTION 

FOR COMPULSORY ENROLLMENT IN PUBLIC SCHOOLS THAT RELATES TO 

PUPILS ENRO..LED IN NON PUBLIC SCHOOLS; TO ESTABLISH 

QUALIFICATIONS FOR THE EXEMPTION; AMENDING SECTIONS 

ZO-Z-12lt 20-3-205, 20-5-102, AND 20-5-105, MCA.• 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1· Section 20-Z-121• NCAt is ~mended to read: 

•20-2-121. Board of public education 

duties. The board of public education shall: 

powers and 

(l) effect an orderly and unlfor• syste• for teacher 

certification, specialist certification and for the issuance 

of an ~mergency authorization of e.ploy•ent by adopting ~he 

policies prescribed by 20-4-102 and 20-~-111; 

(2) consider the suspension or revocation of teacher 

or specialist certificates and appeals fro• the denial of 

teacher or specialist certification in accordance with ~he 

provisions of 20~110; 

(31 ad•lnister and order the distribution of s~ate 

equalization aid in accordance Mith the provisions of 

2D-9-3"J 

(4) adopt and enforce policies to provide uniform 
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standards and requlations for the design• const~uction. and 

operation of school buses in accordance with the provisions 

of 2D-l0-111; 

(5) approve or disapprove a reduction of the nuaber of 

hours in a distrlct•s school day In accordance with the 

provisions of 20-1-302; 

(61 adopt policies prescribing ~he conditions when 

school may be conducted on Sdturday and the types of 

pupil-instruction-related days and approval procedure for 

such days in accordance with the provisions of 20-1-303 and 

ZD-1-3041 

(1) ·adopt standards of accreditation and establiSh the 

accreditation status of every school In accordance Mith the 

provisions of 20-7-1D1 and 20-7-1D2; 

(SJ approve or disapprove educational aedia selected 

by the superintendent of public instruction for the 

educational .edia library in accordance with the provisions 

of 20-7-201; 

(91 adopt policies for the conduct of special 

education in accordance with the provisions of 2G-7-402i 

LlQl coosjder appeals froe the ~tlgn gf • gggpybljc 

~gl!s--_stateeeat of compliance witb--~ compul~ 

eoLQllaenL-~tiQQ_Legulrewents• in accordan~e witb tbg 

Q.OU:Uiao.S-SlL.ZJl.=-5-102 and fJ~ctjMs 5 apd faJ.;._.aod 

t*etilll perforM any other duty presc•ibed fro. time to 

-z- I N T R 0 D U C E D B I L L 
,~.,.,., 



1 

2 

3 

'I 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

lC 2201/01 

tiae by this title or any other act of the legislature.• 

Section 2. Section Z0-3-205• HCA7 Is a.ended to read: 

•2o-3-205. Powers and duties. The county 

superintendent has general supervision of the schools of the 

county within the limitations prescribed by this title and 

shall perfor• the following duties or acts: 

(1) determine• establish, and reestablish trustee 

no.lnating districts In accordance with the provisions of 

Z0-3-35Zt 2~3-353o and 2~3-35"11 

(2) aO.Inistar and file the oaths of ae•bers of the 

boards of trustees or the districts in his county In 

accordance with the provisions of 20-3-307; 

(3) register the teacher or specialist certificates or 

e•ergency authorization of employ•ent of any person e•p1oyed 

In the county as a teacher, specialisty principal, or 

district superintendent in accordance with the provlsion5 of 

20-4-202; 

(4) act on each tuition application sub•itted to hi• 

In accordance with the provisions of 20-5-301, Zo-5-302• 

zo-S-30~• and 2D-5-311 and trans•it the tuition infor•ation 

required by 2~5-312; 

(5) file a copy of the audit report for a district in 

accordance wfth ~he provisions of 20-9-203; 

(6) c1asslfy dl stricts in accordanca with the 

provisions of 20-6-201 and 2~6-301; 

-3-

1 

2 

3 

"' 
5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

1"1 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

zz 

23 

24 

25 

LC 2201/01 

(7) keep a transcript and reconcile the district 

boundaries of the county In accordance with the provisions 

of 10-6-103; 

(8) fulfill all responsibilities assigned to hi• under 

th@ provisions of this title regulating the organizationy 

alteration. or abandon.ant of districts; 

(9) act on any unification proposition and• if 

approved• establish additional trustee no•inating districts 

In accordance with 20-6-312 and 20-6-313; 

(10) estimate the average number belonging (ANBJ of an 

opening school in accordance with the provisions of 

20-6-502• 2~6-5D3o 20-6-50"'• or 20-6-5061 

(11) process and• when required• act on $Chool 

isolation applications in accordance with the provisions of 

20-9-302; 

(12) complete the budgets, co•pute the budgeted 

revenues and tax levies. give notices o~ the budget 

eeetings, ~lle final and e~rgency budgets9 and fulfill such 

other responsibilities assigned to hi• under the provisions 

of this title regulating school budgeting syste•s; 

(13) submit an annual financial report to the 

superintendent of public Instruction In accordance with the 

provisions of 20-9-211; 

(14) quarterly, unless otherwise provided by la•• order 

the county treasurer to apportion state money• county school 
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money• and any other school ~ney subject to apportion.ent 

in accordance with the provisions of 2D-9-Zl2• 2D-9-334• 

20-9-347, ZD-10-145, or 2D-1D-146; 

( 15) act on any r·equest to transfer average number 

belonging (ANB) in accordance Mlth the provisions of 

20-9-313(3); 

(16) calculate the estimated budgeted general fund 

sources of revenue in accordance with the provisions of 

zo-9-3•8 and the other general fund revenue provisions of 

the general fund part of this title; 

(17) coMpute the revenues and the district and county 

levy requlre•ents for each fund included in each distrlct•s 

final budget and report such co~tatlons to the board of 

county co•mtssioners in accordance with the provisions of 

the general fund, transportation, bonds, and other schoo1 

funds parts of this title; 

(18) file and forward bus driver certifications, 

trans;.lortation contracts, and state 

relaburseeent claims in accordance with the 

20-1D-103t ZD-10-143• or Z0-10-145; 

transportation 

provisions of 

(19) for districts which do not e.ploy a district 

su~er;ntendent or principalt recoldlend library book and 

text~ok selections in accordance with the provisions of 

20-1-204 or zo-7-602; 

(ZO) notify the superintendent of public instruction of 
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a textbook dealer•s activities when required under the 

provisions of 20-7-605 and otherwise cowply with the 

textbook dealer provisions of this titlei 

(21) act on district requests to allocate federal •oney 

for Indigent children for school ~ood services in accordance 

with the provisions of 20-10-205; 

(22) perforM any other duty prescribed fro• ti.a to 

tl•e by this title, any other act of the legislature, the 

policies of the board of public education, the policies o~ 

the board of regents relating to co .. unlty college 

districts. or the rules of the superintendent of public 

instruction; 

(23) ad•inister the oath of office to trustees without 

the receipt oE pay for administering the oath; 

(24) keep a record of his official acts• preserve all 

reports sub•itted to hi• under the provisions of this title9 

preserve all books and instruction~l equip~nt or supplies. 

keep all documents applicable to the ad•inlstration of the 

office. and surrender such records, books, supplies 9 and 

equioment to his successor; 

(25) within 90 days after the 

fi seal year, publish an annual 

close of 

report in 

the 

the 

school 

county 

newspaper stating the following financial infor•ation for 

th@ school fiscal year just ended for each district of the 

counT.y: 
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(a) the total of the cash balances of all funds 

maintained by the district at the beginning of the year; 

(b) the total receipts ~hat were realized in each fund 

maintained by the district; 

(c) the total expenditures that were made from each 

fund •alntalned by the district; and 

(d) the total of the cash balances of all funds 

maintained by the district at the end of the school fisc•l 

year; """' 

LZfll..-C•visuo inve&tigate• jiDd accept fgr fiJi ng or 

.a:J.ea_ ilQJ state•en1; trow a ngnpybl ic sc:bCHl]_subeitt•d in 

~aoce witb 20-5-102 and make the &tateeeot available to 

~be _ _aktendlnte Officer of· the dj$tCIGt jo which the 

ngnpubllr scbQoJ i$ located; and 

t~6tLZZ1 hold ~etlngs for the ~~ers of the trustees 

fro• ti~ to tiae at •hich .atters for the good of the 

districts shall be discussed.• 

Section 3. 

•zo-5-1o2. 

Section 20-5-102, MCA, is a.anded to read: 

Co~lsory enroll~nt and excuses. (1) 

Except as provided in subsection (2), any parent• guardian. 

or other person who is responsible for the care o~ any child 

~ho is 7 years of age or older prior to the first day of 

school In any school fiscal year shall cause the child to be 

instructed in the program prescribed by the board of public 

education pursuant to 2o-7-111 until the later of the 
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following dates: 

{a) the child's 16th birthday; 

(b) the date of co.pletion of the work of the 8th 

grade. 

(2) Such parent. guardian. or other person shall 

enroll the child In the school assigned by the trustees of 

the distric~ within the first ~eek of the school ter• or 

when he establishes residence in the district unless the 

child is: 

(a) enrolled In a pr+¥~e-+n~+e~-wh+eh--praY+d&S 

~+an--..w~aett~-~ i!8 7 lti opppubl h; $Cbool that bas 

deaoostrated co•pllance wjtn-,h~prgylstons gf rsectioo ,) 

~-written stateeftnt by the¥Chl1d•s~Qiant gr 

IIJIIllllii!~Cbgol autbiiJ:it;x, sublti t1;j!d tg a!ld il~lL-1.9.1: 

tillng_bJ the county aungcintendoot; 

(b) enrolled In a school of another district or state 

under any of the tuition provisions of this title; 

(cJ provided with supervised correspondence study or 

supervis~d hoae study under the transportation provisions of 

this title; 

Cdl excused fro• enro11-nt in a school of the 

district when it is shown that his bodily or mental 

condition does not per•it his attendance and the child 

cannot be instructed under the special education provisions 

-a-
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of this title; 

(e) excused fro• co•pulsory school attendance upon a 

determination by a district judge that such attendance Is 

not in the best interest of the child; or 

(f) excused by the board of trustees upon a 

determination that such attendance by a child who has 

attained the age of 16 is not in the best interest of the 

child and the school. 

(31 The excuse provided for in subsection (2)(d) of 

this section shall be issued by the district superintendent 

or thlo county superintendent when ther-e is no district 

superintendent eaployed by the district• Whenever an excuse 

is denied by the applicable offlclal 9 an appeal of such 

decision •ay be •ade to the district court of the county 

within 10 days after the decision upon giving a bond in the 

amount set by the court to pay all costs of the appeal. The 

decision of the district court shall be final.• 

SEction 4. Section 2o-S-105• MCA, is a.anded to read: 

•20-5-105. Attendance officer powers and duties. 

The attendance officer of any district shall: 

(1) be vested with police p~~rs. 

serve warrants, and the authority to 

the authority 

enter places 

to 

of 

e•plovment of children in order to enforce the co•pulsory 

attendance provisions of this ti~lP.; 

(2, take into custody any child subject to cogpulsory 
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attendance who Js not excused under the provisions of this 

title and conduct him to the school In which he Is or should 

be enrolled; 

(3) do whatever else is required to Investigate and 

enforce the coapulsory attendance provisions of this title 

and the pupil attendance policies of the trustees; 

(41 Institute proceedings against any parent. 

guardi3n• or other person violating the co•pulsory 

attendance provisions of this title; 

(5) keep a ~ecord of his transactions for the 

inspection and lnfor•atlon of the trustees and •ake repor~s 

in the .anner and to who~er the trustees designate; end 

L~l-·•aiQtajn_ a record gf a)l p~C90\Se guardiaps. and 

~~&SAADS!bl8-Der$pns whose children attend nQopUbl~ 

.s~:bslQJ.~ I 0 the-dlstr lc;,t.-il.QILi.DaUJ;trt;e p(o<;eedj_ogs a gal nst 

tb~~pa£en1Ss QYij(~%-Q~C respopsibJe perspps whoSe 

~ldceD-~ieQd_a_ooopublic~hgol for whi&b a stateeent of 

ueillla.a.cJWil.UtL.t.uction 5] h~_o~een ac;,c;epted for fll jpg 

U~Z0:3-205; and 

t6fL1l perform any other duties prescribed by the 

trustees to preserve the eorals and secure good conduct of 

the pupils of the district.• 

~fH-~~Ha Section 5o Nonpublic school require•ents 

for compulsory enroll~nt exemptions To qualify its students 

for exe~ption from coMpulsory enroll~nt under 2D-5-102, a 

-10-
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nonpubllc school shall: 

(1) provide Instruction at least equivalent to the 

program prescribed by the board of public education pursuant 

to ZD-7-111; 

(2} offer instruction within buildings and facilities 

that: 

(a) co•ply with local health and safety regulations; 

(b) provide adequate protection against fire and other 

hazards; 

(c) provide adequate 

sufficient In quality and 

educational program; 

f"urnJshin9s 

quantity to 

and equ i pl'tent 

support the 

(d) provide separate instruction areas so designated 

as to foster educatfonal achieveeent; 

(e) provide supervised and safe areas where students 

.ay congregate before and after school and at lunch t1ae; 

and 

(f) provide adequate safeguards against the Joss of 

through educational and adllinl-stratlve records either 

storage 

through 

In fire-resistant 

the retention of 

distant area; 

containers 

duplicates 

or 

In 

facilities or 

a separate and 

(3) provide at least 180 days of pupil instruction in 

mccordance vlth 2G-1-301 and 20-1-302; 

(4) e~loy as administrators, under written contract, 

-11-
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only persons. who are certified according to Z0-4-101; 

(5) e•ploy as teachers, under written contract. only 

persons who are certified according to 20-4-101; 

(~) aaintain ~or each student a record that includes: 

(a) a record of attendance; 

(b) a list of courses co•pleted; and 

(c) measure•ent of achieve.ent in each area included 

in the program of instruction prescribed by the board of 

public education pursuant to 20-7-111; and 

(7} p~ovide; 

(a) a centralized and properly 

of instructional ~dla exclusive 

print and nonprint materials; and 

catalogued collection 

of textbookst Including 

fb) a written polfcy regarding the selection, use. ana 

~valua~ton of the aaterials. 

uew SftTIDN• Section 6. Rejection of nonpub1ic school 

state.ent of co•pllance with compulsory enroll.ant 

exe•ption. Whenever a nonpublic school stata•ent of 

coepliance with the provisions of [section 5]• filed 

pursuant to 20-5-102, Is rejected for filing by the county 

superintendent under Z0-3-205• the county superintendent 

shall notify the person sub•ltting the state.ent of the 

reasons for its rejection. An appeal of the rejection •ay 

be made to the board of public education within 10 days 

after the decision Js rendered by the county superintendent. 

-12-
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The ~cision of the boa~d Is final. 

NfM SEtJJQN• Section 7. Codification Instruction. 

1 

z 

3 Sections 5 and 6 are Intended to be codified as an integral 

~ part of Title 20w chapter S 9 part 1• and the ·provisions of 

5 Title 20 apply to sections 5 and 6. 

-End-
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STATEMENT OF INTENT 

HOUSE ~Ill I>J5 

~ouse Education and Cult~ral Resources Committee 

'\ statement of intent is required for House Sill 635 

be>cau5e Section provides that the 13'.Jdrd of f'ubl ic 

7 E1ucation will consider appE-als from the rejection ot a 

a nonpubllc school• s statement of compliance with the 

q compul~ory exemption reQuirements established in new 

lQ s~~ti~ns 5 and 6. It is contemplated that the Soard of 

11 Puo~ic fducation will adopt an appeal oroced~re th~t follows 

17. the gJidelines of the Montana Administrative Procedure Act. 

S E C 0 N D R E A D I N G 

fl {j('05 
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and cultural resources 

HOUSE BILL NO. 635 

INTRODUCED BY KEENANt OAILYt AOOYt 

PAVlOVlCHt Jo JENSENt MENAHANt PECK 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT TO REVISE THE EXEMPTION 

FOR CO~PUlSORY ENROLLMENT IN PUBLIC SCHOOLS THAT RELATES TO 

PIJPILS ENRoLLED IN NONPUBLIC Atlll .. J:Ull!E SCH~OLS; Tfl ESUBLISH 

QUALI•[CATIONS FOR THE EXEMPTION; AMENDING SF.CTIONS 

2Q-2-1Z1t 20-3-205t 20-5-l02t AND 20-5-105, MCA.• 

BF IT •NACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE Of THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

)ectlon 1. Section 20-2-121, MCA, Is amended to read: 

"20-Z-121. ~o~rd of public education powers and 

duti~~. The board of publ lc education shall: 

llJ effect an orderly and uniform syste~ for teacher 

certification. specialist certification and for the issuance 

of an ~mergency authorization of employment by adopting the 

policl ~s prescribed by 20-4-102 dOd l0-4-111; 

(Z) consider the suspension or revocation of teacher 

or sp~cidlist certificates and dppea1s fro~ the denial of 

t~acher or specialist certification in accorddnce with the 

~revisions of 20-4-llOi 

(3) administer and order the distribution of state 

equ~lization aid in accordance with the provisions of 

20-9-344; 
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(4) adopt and enforce policies to provide uniform 

standards and requlations for the design, construction, and 

operation of school buses in accordance with the provisions 

of 20-10-111; 

(5) approve or disapprove a reduction of the number of 

hours i~ a district's school day in accordance with the 

provision~ of 20-1-302; 

(6) adopt policies prescribing the conditions when 

school may be conducted on Saturday and the types of 

pupil-instruction-related days and approval procedure for 

such days In accordance with the provisions of 20-1-303 and 

20-l-104; 

(7) adopt standards of accreditation a0d establish the 

accre1itation status of every school in accordance with the 

provisions of 20-7-101 and 20-7-102i 

(f) approve or disapprove educational Media selected 

bv the superintendent of oublic instruction for the 

educational media library in accordance with the provisions 

of 20-1-201; 

(9) adopt oolicies for the conduct of special 

education in accordance wi~h the ?revisions of Z0-7-402i 

LlD1-~nn~idec_~ppe~~-fcnm .. tb&..ce~~tlnn .. Qf..a..ngopub1~ 

CB---A--~O~f ~~bnnl!~--statement __ nt .... ~nwnlian~~--itb--t~ 

~nmn~l~ncx .. encnllmeot .. exemntlnn..cegulcements1-in~~cdADke 

•ltb .. _tbe .. ncn~isinos .. nt .. ~n=~=lCZ..and-~se~tinos .. ~..and .. QJ~_aQd 

-z- HB 635 
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t~@1'.tlll perf·or·m any ot·ne.r ct,u-ty prescr i b&Ei from. t i:me to 

time l>.y th.is ti-tle o.r any o-t-Mr act of tM legi-slature.• 

sec-tion 2. s-ect i oA zo-3-.ZO~ ~-c.-A.,. is amended to read: 

"'2'Ct-3-20S. Pollfe-rs and duties. The county 

su-per-ln~II!Jt!W:t;ent ha.s qeneral supe-rv-i.sJ&fl- of- the schools of the 

county wi1;;hin the lleita.tJon-s p..-eo:icr.ibed ·by this title ana 

sh-a-11 p.erf"or• the fol-lovin.g. duties or acts: 

t 1 t o.te,r•i<fle., establisth and r8establ_ish trustee 

nomln!ttin9 di-st.ric'l:.s In ac-cordance w.ith tne provisions of 

2D-3-35Z, 20-3-353, and 20-3-35,4; 

(l) ad~~t-fnlste.f' and file the oaths. of IRember-s of the 

boards o-f trllfS·t:ees of the- dt·str i-cts in h-is cownty in 

acco-rdance with the provisions of z-o-3-3--07; 

(3) reglst..,.. the teacher Of' specialist certificates or 

emerg~ncy aut~orization of employment of any person employed 

in ttl-e co·LtDty aS- a t-eaeher• s:pe-cia,J.i·st• P£incipal, O¥ 

dlstrfct suoeTinte~ ~~accordance ~ith the orovfsions of 

20-4-2:!2 i 

(4.) act on e-ach tuition application submitted to him 

in accwrlance- wlth the pra.-vis-_i·an-s of 20-5--301•. z.o-5--302,. 

20-S-30•• and 20-~-3-U and tran-<t the w-itlon f,nfor..ath>n 

r.,q<>lr&d by zo-o;-nz; 

( 5) f i 1-e- a COP¥ o:f bM ~t J'~t 'fo-r a d.f str i-Et i-n 

accord-ance. w4 th ttte pr.ov:-t s.t4f'Js of. m-~..,2~ 

fc6) classify districts N> a<:cOI'd&AOe t~aith the 

-~ HB 635 
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(71 keep a tran~cript and reconcile 

bound~ries of the county in accordance with 

of lQ-6-103; 

the 

the 

Hll 0635/02 

district 

provisions 

ca) fulfill all responsibilities assigned to him under 

the orovlslon"i of this title regulat-ing the org~nization. 

altqrationt or abandonment of districts; 

f9) act on any unification proposition and,. if 

approved, establish additional trustee no111inatlnq di.stricts 

in accordance with 20-6-312 and 2a-6-313; 

(lOJ estimat~ the average nu~ber belonging (ANBJ of an 

opening school In accordance with ttle provisions of 

20-6-502y 20-6-503, 20-6-504, or 20-6-506; 

(llJ process and, when required, act on school 

isolation apr;dications in accordance wi.th the provisions of 

20-9-3uZ; 

(12 1 complete 

reven'.leS and tax 

the budgets• 

leviesw give 

colftpute the budgeted 

notices of the bud<;let 

meetings,_ file final and emergency budgetsY and fu.lfill suc,h 

other r~sponsibillties assiqned to hi~ under the provisions 

of tnis title regulating school oudgeting sy~temsi 

( 13 )- submit. an annual financial report. to the 

superi-ntendent of' public instruction In accordance ..,;.tb the 

provisions o£ zo-9-211; 

(14) quart·erly, unless otherwise p-r-ovided by law .. or-daf' 

-·- HI' &:t!> 
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the cJunty treasurer ~o apportion state •oney. county school 

money. and any other school money subject to apoortionment 

in accordance wfth the provisions of 20-9-212t 20-9-334t 

20-9-347, Z0-10-145, or Z0-10-146; 

fl5) act on 

b~lonqing (ANB) 

20-9-311(3); 

any request to transfer dYerage number 

in accordance with the provisions of 

(16) calculate the esti•ated budgeted oeneral fund 

source~ of revenue In accordance with the provisions of 

20-9-3~8 and the other general fund revenue provisions of 

the g~~eral fund part of this title; 

(17) compute the revenues and the district and county 

levy requirements for edch fund included in each Oistrict•s 

final budqet and report such computations to the boa~d of 

count1 commissioners in accordance with the provisions of 

the geaeral fund• transportation, bonds• and other school 

funds parts of this title; 

(18) file and forward bus driver certifications, 

trans:Jortatlon contracts, and state transportation 

r~imbJrsement claims in acco~dance with the provisions of 

20-lD-103, 20-lD-143, or 20-10-1~~; 

(19) for districts which do not employ a district 

supari~tendent or principal, recommend libr.:~ry book anr1 

teKtboo~ selections in accordance with the provisions of 

20-1-20~ or 20-7-602; 
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(20) notify thP suoerintendent of public instruction of 

a tex~book dealer•s activities wnen required 

provisions of 20-7-605 and otherwise comply 

tcxtb~ok dealer provisions of this title; 

under the 

with the 

(21) act on district requests to allocate federal money 

for i1digent children for school food services in accordance 

with the provisions of Z0-10-205; 

(22) perforM any other duty prescribed from time to 

time ~Y this title~ any other act of the legislature. the 

policies of 

the ~oard 

districts, 

instruction; 

the board of public education, the policies of 

of regents relat.ing to community college 

or the rules of the superintendent of public 

(l3) administer ~he oath of office to trustees without 

the r~ceipt of pay for administering the oath; 

(24) keep a record of his official acts, preserve all 

reports submitted to him under tne provisions of this title, 

preserve a11 books and instructional equip~ent or supplies, 

keeo ~11 documents ~Pt'lic~ble to the administration of the 

office, and surrender such records, books~ supplies, and 

enuipnent to his succ~ssor; 

(25) •ithin 90 d~ys after the close of the school 

fiscal y~ar, publish an annual report in the county 

newc;p3!1er st:.ati nq the followinQ financial information for 

th~ ~~nool fiscnl year just ended for each district of the 

-6- H6 1>35 
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countf: 

(a) the to-+-.al of the cash balance:. of all funds 

maintained by the district at the beginning vf the yea~; 

(b) the total receipts that were realized in @acn fund 

maintained by the district; 

(c) the total elCpentJitores that were made from eac.n 

fund •aintained by the district; and 

(d) the total of the cash balances of all funds 

maintained by the district at the end of the school fiscal 

year; ~"d 

La~l-ce~lB~L--lnxe~tlQAtB£--~--~~~gt __ foc_-Lillog_QL 

cele~t-anx-~tate~nt-tcom __ ~_-nunnubll~ OB--'--~ ~cQQDl 

submlttea-ln_~~~uc~auce_~tb-ZQ:~=~DZ-~na_w~~-tna~~meDt 

~~ilable_to-tbe_attena~~a_offl~ec_nt_tee-dl~t-in~blcb 

tbe_nonnubll~ OR~Oef ~~bnnl-ls-l~ea~_ana 

te6t!~ll hold meetings for the members of the trustees 

froM time to time at which ~atters for the qooa of the 

districts shall be discussed." 

Section 3. Section zo-~-102• HCA• is amended to read: 

w20-5-102. Compulsory enrollment and excuses. (l) 

Except as provided in sub-section (2," any parent-• guardian. 

or ot~er person who is responsible for the care of any child 

who is 1 years of aqe or older orlor to the first day of 

school in any school fiscal year shall cause the chil~ to be 

inst.ruct.ed in toe orogram p-rescribed by the board of public 
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educat.i on pursuant to 20-7-lll unti 1 the later of the 

follo~ing dates: 

(a) the child•s 16th birthday; 

(b) the date of completion of the work of the 8th 

grade. 

(2J Such parent, guardian• or otner person shall 

enroll the child in the school assigned oy the trustees of 

the district within the first week of the school term or 

when h@ establishes residence in the district unles~ the 

chi 1 d is: 

(~t enrolled in a ~r+we~e-T"st+~utTon--w~~e~--prev+~~~ 

+~~~~et+o"-•ft-t~~-eregre.-~~e~e~+bed-ftv-~h~-bee~d-&f-pab+f~ 

edaest~e"--pa~~~8"t--te--~e-t-ttt naonubllc OR-A-~f s~uaul 

tb~t-Das_demnn~tcat~--~nmolla~a_~itb--tbB--o~lslgns __ of 

L~e~tlon-~1-ln-a~Lltt.a~~tement-bx-tDe-~bllu!~~ceot~ Qd 

~uaraian1 l~--IHE--~A~f_Qf_A_HQHf_5kHQQL£ DL ~X-A DQO~L~ 

~~baot_autbacitX1-~ubmittea_to-~oa~~=nt~--fQL __ Lillna--bx 

tbe~nuntx-sunerlnt~t; 

(b) enrolled In a school of another district or state 

undP.r any of the tuition provisions of this tit1e; 

(c) provided with supQrvised correspondence study or 

supervised home study under the transportation provisions of 

this title; 

(<l) ex<:used from enrollMent in a school of the 

district when it is shown that his bodily o.Jr 11ental 

-a- 1-18 b3"5 
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condition does not permit his attendance and the child 

cannot- be instructed under the special education provisions 

of this title; 

(eJ excused from compulsory school attendance upon a 

dP.termination by a district judge that such attendance is 

not i~ the best Interest of the child; or 

(f) eKcu~ed by the board of trustees 

detP.r~ination that such attendance oy a child 

upon a 

Hho has 

attai,~d the age of 16 is not In the b~st interest of the 

child ~nd the school. 

(3) fhe excuse orovided for in subsection (Z)(d) of 

this section shall be issued by the district superintendent 

or th~ county su~erintendent when there is no district 

s.up@'ri01tendent employed by the district. ~henever an excuse 

is de,ied by the applicable officlal9 an appeal of such 

decisi~n may be made to th~ district court of the county 

~ithi~ 10 days after the deeision upon giving a bond in the 

amount set by the court to pay all costs of the app~al. Ths 

dPcisi~n of the ~istrict court shall be final." 

~ect1on 4. Section zo-5-1059 MCA, is amended to read: 

"20-5-105. Attendance officer -- oower~ and duties. 

The attendance officer of any district shall: 

(1) be vested with oolice oowers. 

serve warrants9 and the authority to 

the authority 

enter places 

to 

of 

e~olo1•ent of children in order to enfor~e the compulsory 

-9- HB 63'S 
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attenj~nce provisions of thfs title; 

(2) tak~ into custody any child subject to compulsory 

attendance who Is not excused under the provisions of this 

title and conduct hi~ to the school in ~nich he is or should 

be enrolled; 

(3) do whatever else is required to investigate and 

enforce the compulsory attendance provisions of this title 

and the pupil attendance policies of the trusteesi 

( 4' institute oroceedings aqainst any oarent9 

guardian, or other person violatiny the compulsory 

atten1ance provisions of this titl9; 

(~)keep a record of his transactions for the 

inspection and information of the trustees and ~ake reports 

in th~ manner and to whomever t~e trustees desiqnate; ~ftd 

L~l-_maintain _ _a __ ~~~nca_at_all-PaC~~~1-gyaLaian~-aad 

ntOet-ce~nnn~lOle_nec~nn~-tiba&e_~Oild~en_att~nd_nanpubl~ og 

~O~f s'tnnl~-ln __ tne __ al~tcl~t1--and--ln&titYt~--DLO~~edin~ 

anainst __ tnn~e __ pacent~1--DYacaian~1--D~--ntOec__~~nan~~ 

necsnas_tibnse_~Ollacen_atteqa_a_nnunYbll~ QB_A__tiQHf ~Onnl 

tn~-~~i~O_a_statement_nf_~nmp!iaa~e-tiltb_L~e~tinll-2J_nas_nnt 

oeen_a~~ented_fn~_tlllna_unJec_ZQ=J=l02~-aaa 

f6till Perform any other duties prescribed by the 

trust~~s to preserv~ th~ morals and ~ecu~e good 

the pJ~ils of the district." 

conduct of 

~l~-Sl~Ila~& Sections. Nonpublic 0&---~~ school 

-to- t-48 IdS 
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r~quirements for compulsory enroll~nt exemption. To qualify 

its s~u1ents for exemotion froM comp~l5ory enrollment under 

l0-5-lflZ, a nonpubl ic IJE.-Lt:J.Ue.E school shall: 

(1) provide instruction .at least equivdlent to tne 

~roqra~ prescribed by the board of public education pursuant 

to 2Q-7-lll; 

(i:} offer instruction ""ithin buildln~1s and t21ciliti~s 

that: 

I~) COffiply ~ith local hedlth and safety regulations; 

t~t--~~~¥Tde-ede~H~te-~ro~e~~+en-6~a~n~~-~~r~-a~~-&ther 

herftrri~~ 

tet--pP~¥~ee---e~~qae~e---~~~nt§h~A~~---ene---e~u?pmeft~ 

~of~t~r@n~---+n---qHe~?ty---a"d---q~~~~~~?--to--~~~~e~~--~~@ 

@dHee~tona+-pre~re~• 

~~t--oroY+de-~epe~e~e-+"'trac~+o"-~~~es--~&--dest~ftat~d 

e~-~o-t&~~er-edbe~~+one+-aeh+eyement~ 

tet--~~o•+de--~b~erY+se~--end-~e~e-srees-wh@~e-s~aden~~ 

mey-e~nnr~~~~e-before-e~d-e~~er-~ehoo+-a~d--~t--+n"eh--+-+me~ 

and 

tf-tiS:l orovide adequate safeguards against the loss of 

educat i on a 1 and administrative records eit-her through 

storaoe 

thr0uoh 

in fire-resistant containers or 

the ret-ention of rlupl icates i.n 

dis+,a.'lt a_r~a; 

facilities or 

a separate and 

(3) provide at least 180· d.l-lU of 0·..1,pil i.o~tru.cti<m LJ..a 

-.ll- HCI 6.3.5 
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ltll;; __ f~Lill1&Lftll __ tj\l!!!llf1\_Qf_tlQL!!i~ in accordance with 2ol-l-3Ul 

.=!, d 2{ 1-l-"302; 

I 41 lti_II:!f_t:.a!i.f __ QL_.L_IiQ!:lfi.lf!LIC. __ :;UJQQL_. 8'"P 1 oy ··• > 

~dministrators, under ~ritten contract, only persons, ~no 

ere-e~r~+f+e~-eee~rd+"~-~e-~e-~-1e+~L 

!Al __ ARf-!:.fRI!fl.fU-IQ_IfA~tl-1«-A~l-SIAI.f~ 

L~l--ARE-~~RQLLfQ_l~-Atl-EQ~t:.AilQtl __ fB~~!iAtl __ L~AO!b~--Ij 

IfA~tlER-~f&IlEl~AI~~-~R 

L~l--fBQlllQf ____ f~laf~tf ___ uf ___ AS:S:ffiA6Lf ___ .f~ff&lf~Lf 

!Ct:.Q~UI~~-IQ_CLEAaLI_lQE~IlElfQ_C.RllfBlA-!:.U~SlSI~L_~lltl_Itit 

tQUL!IlQ~AL_lz~ALS_~f-I~E-St:.tlQQL~ 

(>I lN_II:!f_t:.A!if__Qf __ $. __ 1jQtifUBLlt:. __ :;~~OUL1 ~mploy as 

tr-dc;l':"'rs• un,1e,- writt~"'>n contr1ct, only r~ro;on~ ~"~':~o <"'lr• .. 

~~r+tf~~d-eeeo~d+n9-ta-~e-~-re~•l 

LAl--ARf-~ERilflfU-IQ_lf&!:.tl_lb-4~X-!i!Alt~ 

!Bl--IEaC~-AI_LfASI_tlALEilet_l~-A-S!lBJf~I-AliE6-~-~~lt:.e 

I~~-elaSuH_tlQLQS_A_B&C~tLQS_Cf_S~l~t:.E_Q&_A_B&C.tlfLQf-Of_ABl~ 

Qflz!!.fEi._C!!. 

!Cl--fRD~!Qf ___ f~ll!ftltf ___ Qf ___ 6t:.t:.EfiABLf ____ fZffRlftlt:.L 

AC.!;Qil.2lt:lli_IlL(LEA!!.LLll!E!!IlElEll-tBllf!!.B-S:Utl.Sl.SI.f.tlLlllltl...I~t: 

El!U~AilQ~AL-~aLS-Uf-IHE-SS:tlOUL.i. 

Lbl--l~--IUf-_(ASf __ Qf_A_tl~f-St:.tiQQL .. _ALLU~-Ai_lfA(.ti.f~ 

U[Ll_fE&SD.tl!i-~tiQ~E.fl_f~E-RfQUlR.f!!!ftliS-UE-~L!BSEt:.I~"~l2LLAl 

I~BQU~tl-i!:.li.-~0 

t6,tL1.1 main,tain fo-r eac;h st.udent a reco..r-d tllat 

-u- Hll <>35 
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includes: 

(~) a record of attendance; 

(D) a list of courses completed; and 

2 

3 

4 ~c) measurement of achievement in each area included 

5 in ~h~ program of instructi~n prescribed by the board of 

6 publi~ education pursuant to 20-7-111•-end 

7 ~~t--~¥ov~ee• 

8 f5t--a--ee"t~e++re~--end-~~a~•r•y-ee~e+o~ued-e~+~ee~+e~ 

q of-+"'~raet+ene~-~~+e--ewe~~'+•e--o+--te•e~eek~y--•ne~u~~ft~ 

1~ ~r+ne-end-non~r+nt-meter+e~5~-eftd 

11 fbt--e-wr+tt~n-p~++ey-re~~rd+ft~-tft~-~elee~•on.-u~e·-~~~ 

12 eve+ueeToft-ef-~he-mater+e~~. 

11 ~~a_s~~llJ~s Section 6. Rejection of nonpublic oa 
14 ~Q~f scnool statement of complianc~ ~ith compulsory 

15 enrollment exem?tion• Whenever a nonpublic QB_A_tlQH~ school 

16 st~te~ent of compliance with the provisions of (section 5], 

17 filed oursuant to Z0-5-102., is rejected for fillnq by the 

lB countv superintendent under 20-3-205, the county 

19 superilt~ndent shall notify the person submitting the 

2~ st~te~~nt of tn~ re~sons for its r~j~ction. An app~a 1 of 

ll th~ r jectiof'\ llh=i)' bE" !flade to the boiHd of puol ic edU<.:-3tion 

22 withi'l 10 days after the decision is rendered oy the county 

2~ sun~ri~tendent. The decision of the bo~rd is final. 

24 1L~_S£CllU~& Section 1. Codification instruction. 

25 s~ctions ~ and 6 are intended to be codified as an integral 

-13- H9 h3'l 
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part of Title 20, chapter 5t part lt and the provisions of 

Title ZO apply to sections 5 and 6. 

-End-
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