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BY REQUEST OF THE HOUSE JubiC A COHMITTEE 

2 INT~ODUC£'0 

4 

5 A Bill FO~ AN ACT E~TITLED: "AN ACT TO DEFINE THE TERM 

6 •GENERAL ELECTION• FOR THE PURPOSE OF SUBMISSION TO THE 

7 PEOPLE OF LAWS OR CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENTS ijY THE 

~ LEGISLATURE; AMENDING SECTIONS 13-1-101 A~D 13-1-104. HCAo" 

9 

10 B~ IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF "'ONTAilA: 

11 S~ction 1. Section 13-1-101• ~CA, is a~ended to read: 

12 "13-1-101. Definitions. As used in this title, unless 

13 t~e context clearly Indicates otherwise, t~~ following 

H definitions apply: 

15 11) •Anythinq of value• means any goods that have a 

16 certai~ utility ~o the recipient that is real and that is 

11 ordinarily not qiven away free but is purc~ased. 

18 (ZJ •tandidat~• ~ans: 

19 (a) an individual who has filed a declaration or 

;;:o petition for no~ination~ acceptance of nomination or 

2l appointm~nt as a candidate for public office as required by 

2Z 1 aw; 

23 (b) for the purposes of chapters 35. 36• or 37• an 

24 individual who has publicly announced his intention to seek 

25 no~ination or election to public office by write-in vote and 
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who has received a contribution or made an expenditure or 

has given an authorization to another person to receive a 

contribution or ~ake an expenditure for the purpose of 

supporting his nomination or election. 

(3) (a) M(ontrlbution• Means: 

(i) an advance. gl~t, loan, conveyance. deposit~ 

payeent• or distribution of money or anything of value to 

influence an election; 

(ii) a transfer of ~unds between political co .. ittees; 

(iII) the payment by a person other than a candidate or 

political committee of compensation for the personal 

services of another person that are rendered to a can~idate 

or political COMmittee. 

(b) •contribution• does not Dean: 

(i) services provided without compensation by 

individuals volunteering a portion or all of their ti•e on 

behalf of a candidate or political committee or meals and 

lodqing provided by individuals in their private residence 

for a candidate or other individual; 

(ii) the cost of any bona fide O@WS story, commentary~ 

or e~itorial di5tributed through the facilities of any 

broadcasting station, newspaper~ magazi nth or other 

periodical publication of general circuldtion; 

(iii) the cost of any co.munication by any me~bership 

organization or corporation tc its members or stockholders 
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or e~oloyees. so long as such organization is not a primary 

pclitical committee; or 

(iv) filing fees paid by the candidate. 

(4) •Election• •eans a generalT special, or pri•ary 

election held pursuant to the requirements of state law. 

regardless of the ti•e and/or purpose. 

(5) •Election administrator• means the county clerk 

and recorder or the individual designated by a county 

governing body to be responsible for a11 election 

Jd~inlstratlon duties, except that with regard to school 

elections, the terM means the school district clerk. 

(6) •Elector• •eans an individual 

registered to vote under stat~ law. 

qualified and 

171 (al "Expenditure" 111@-ans 

distribution, loan, advance, promiset 

a purchase. payment• 

pledge, or gift of 

~toney or antthlnq of value made 

influ~ncing the results of an election. 

(b) •expenditure• does not mean: 

for the purpose of 

(i) se_rvices., food, or lodginq provided In a manner 

that they are not contributions under subsection (3); 

(if) payments by a candidate for his filing fee or for 

personal travel expenses, food, clothing, lodging, or 

personal necessities for himself and his fa~tilyl 

(iii) the cost of any bona fide news story, commentary, 

or editorial distributed through the facilities of any 
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br->adcasting station. newspaper, magazine. or other 

p@riodical publication of general circulation; or 

( ivJ th~ cost of any co~n.nunication by a~y Alelllbership 

orqa~ization or corpordtion to its mEmbers or stockhvldnrs 

or e.11fJloyees, so long as such organization is not a prin.ary 

political committee. 

(8) •General election• ~neans an election held for the 

election of public officers throughout the state at tim~s 

specifi~ by ld.,,. includiny elections for officoP.rs of 

political subdivisions ..,hen the time of the election is set 

on the same date for all similar political subdivisions in 

the state. f~~--ballgt--ll~e~--~~~Q~i~--bx __ At~~£-1ll1 

~~iDD-~1--QC--A~tl~~--S~D0--A£ __ gt__tb£-~~~ 

~DDStit~tiDD--tD--be--~bml~g __ bx__the--legl~tULB-tQ~ 

e!.=~L..aL-.a..>t~~~~ec.al..elK.tili!I~WWeuLe~liDn!!_mltilu;;_.au 

Rle~tiDD-beld-at-tbe-tim~ideg_ig_l~:l:lQi~ 

(9) •Individual• Means a huMan being. 

f 10} •Issue• or •ballot issue• medns a propo~a 1 

subMitted to the people at an election for their approval or 

rejection, including but not ll11ited to initiottives, 

referenda,. prop~">sed constitutional amendments9 r~call 

questions, school levy questions., bond issue questions, or a 

ballot question. For th~ purposes of chapters 35• 36• and 

37., an issue becomes a •ballot issue• upon certification by 

the proper official ~hat the legal procedure n@cessary for 
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its ~~al ificatlon and place•ent upon the ballot has been 

completed• except that a statewide issue becomes an •issue• 

uoon approval by the secretary of state of the form of tne 

petition or referral. 

(11) •Person" means an indlvidual 9 corporation9 

association, firm, partnership, cooperative• co~•ittee. 

club, union, or other organization or group of Individuals 

or a candidate as defined in subsection (2) of this section. 

(lZ) •Political committee• means a co•bination of two 

or more individuals or a person other than an individual who 

makes a contribution or expenditure: 

(a) to support or oppose a candidat~ or a co•mlttee 

organized to support or oppose a candidate or a petition for 

nomi n-Jt ion; or 

tb) to support or oppose a ballot issue or a co•~ittee 

orqanized to support or oppose a ballot issuei or 

(c) as an earmarked contribution. 

(13) •Po1it.i·cal subdiYI5ion" 11eans a county., 

conqofidated municipal-county qovernment 9 municipality, 

special district, or any uther unit of govern•entt except 

schoo1 districts. having authorlty to nold an election for 

officers or on a ballot issue. 

'14) •Primary• or •ori•ar, election" m~ans an election 

held throughout t~e state to nominate candidates for public 

office at ~imes specified by law., including nominations of 
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candidates for offices of political subdivisions when the 

time for such noMinations is set on the sa~e date for all 

similar subdivisions in ~he state. 

(15) •Public of¥ice• •eans a state, county, .unicipal, 

school. or other district oftfce that is filled by the 

p~ople at an election. 

(16) •Reqis-trar• tneans the 

ad~inistrator and any regularly 

assistant election administrator. 

county 

appointed 

election 

deputy or 

(17) •special election• aeans an election other than a 

statutorily scheduled primary or general election held ~t 

any ti~e for any purpose provided by law. It may be held in 

conjunction with a statutorily scheduled election. 

(lS) •voting machine or device• •eans any equipaent 

used ~c record, tabulate, or in any manner process the vote 

of an el~ctor.w 

Section 2. Section 13-1-104, MCAt is amended to read: 

"13-l-104. Times for holdinq general elections. (1) A 

general election shall be h~ld throughout the state in every 

even-,u•bered year on the first Tuesday after the first 

Hond•f of November ~-XQ~B--QQ _ _ballgt__~~S--£~lL~--Q¥ 

!£1i~~--lll~--~5~LiQo--~at_6£~i~l:-Klt£_~~1AD-BL-QL~be 

Ugataoa_~ga~ti1YtiQD-to_~1ubmit~~tna __ l~~latuL~~ 

tba __ ale~1QL1--A~-a-~neLal~e~io~-Uo1e11-aa_ear!jer da~ 

i1-Q£oxi~a~_ia_tbe~YtbOLiziaO-tbe-ballat-11~nd to 
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1 elect federal officers, state or multicounty district 

2 offic~rsy members of ~he legislature, judges of the district 

3 

4 

5 

courtt and county officers when the ter~s 

will expire before the nex~ scheduled 

offices or when one of the offices must be 

6 unexpired term as provided by law. 

of such offices 

election fo,.- the 

f i 11 ed for an 

1 (2) A general election s~all be held throughout the 

8 state in every odd-numbered year on the fJrst Tuesday after 

9 the first Monday in November to elect •unicipal officers, 

10 offic~rs of political subdivisions wholly within one county 

11 and not required to hold ann~al elections, and any other 

12 offic~rs specified by law for election In odd-nuMbered years 

13 when the ter~ for the office5 will expire before the next 

14 scheduled election for the offices or when one of the 

15 offices must be filled for an unexpir@d terM as provided by 

16 law. 

17 (3) The general election for any politicaJ subdivision 

18 required to hold elections annually shall be heJd on school 

19 election day, the first Tuesday of April of each year, and 

20 is subject to the election procedures provided for in 

21 13-1-~0lo• 

-End-
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Approved by Committee 
on Judiciary 

INT~OOUCED BY ~ 

BY COMMITTEE 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT TO DEFINE THE TERN 

•GENERAL ELECTION• FOR THE PURPOSE OF SUBMISSION TO THE 

PEOPLE OF LAWS DR CONSTITUTIONAL AMENONENTS BY THE 

LEGISLATURE; AMENDING SECTIONS 13-1-101 A~D 13-l-10~• NCAo• 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Section 13-1-lOlt MCA, is a•ended to read: 

•13-1-101. Definitions. As used in this title, unless 

the context clearly indicates otherwise, the fo11owlng 

definitions apply: 

(1) •Anything of value• means any goods that have a 

certain utility to the recipient that is real and that is 

ordinarily not given away free but is purchased. 

(ZJ •Candidate• aeans: 

(a) an individual who has filed a declaration or 

petition for no•lnationt acceptance of noMination or 

appointment as a candidate for public office as required by 

law; 

(b) for the purposes of chapters 35• 36t or 37. an 

individual who has publicly announced his intention to seek 

nomination or election ~o public office by write-in vote and 
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Mho has received a contribution or .ade an expenditure or 

has given an authorization to another person to receive a 

contribution or make an expenditure for the purpose of 

supporting his nomination or election • 

(3) (a) •Contribution• •eans: 

(II an advance, gift, loan. conveyance• deposit• 

pay_.nt, or distribution of .aney or anything of value to 

Influence an election; 

(ii) a transfer of funds between political co .. ittees; 

(iii) the payment by a person other than a candidate or 

political co•mittee of coapensatlon for the personal 

services of another person that are rendered to a candidate 

or political co••ittee. 

(b) •contribution• does not aean: 

( i) services provided Nithout compensation by 

individuals volunteering a portion or all of their ti.a on 

behalf of a candidate or political co••ittee or meals and 

lodginq provided by individuals In their private residence 

for a candidate or other individual; 

(ii) the cost of any bona fide news story, coMMentary, 

or editorial distributed through the facilities of any 

broadcasting station~ newspaper., ~~agazinet or other 

periodical publication of general circuldtion; 

(iii, ~he cost of any co .. unication by any membership 

organization or corporation to its •embers or stockholders 
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o~ e•ployees, so long as such organization is not a priaary 

political coMMittee; or 

(lv) filing fees paid by the candidate. 

(4) •election• ~ans a general• special, or pri•ary 

election held pursuant to the require•ents of state law, 

regardless of the tl~ and/or purpose. 

(5) •Election adMinistrator• means the county clerk 

and recorder or the individual designated by a county 

governing bOdy to be responsible for all election 

administration duties, except that with re9ard to school 

elections, the ter• •eans the school district clerk. 

(6) •Elector• Means an individual 

registered to vote under state law. 

qualified and 

(71 (a) •Expenditure• •eans 

distribution, loan. advance, promise• 

a purchase, 

pledge. or 

payment, 

gift of 

111oney or anything · of value Made for ~he purpose of 

influencing the results of an election. 

(b) "Expenditure• does not mean: 

(iJ services. food, or lodging provided in a manner 

that they are not contributions under subsection (3); 

Cil) payaents by a candidate for his filing fee or for 

personal travel expenses. food• clothing, lodging• 

person~l necessities for hl~self and his fa•ily; 

or 

(iii) the cost of any bona fide news story. coe.entary, 

or editorial distributed through the facilities of any 
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br-.:>adcastinq station• new5paper• magazine, or other 

periodical publication of general circulation; or 

(iv) the cost of any co~~unicatlon by any •embershlp 

organization or corporation to Its •~MOers or stockholders 

or e•ployees, so long a~ such organization is not a pri.ary 

political co-.ittee. 

(8) ·~eneral election• •eans an election held tor the 

election of public officers throughout the state at times 

specified by law, including elections for officers of 

political subdivisions when the time of the election is set 

on the sa~e date for all si111ilar political subdivisions in 

the state. EDL--ballgt~es ceq~iLAa--b¥--ALtl~~llLs 

sectjpn ,, __ at__Lba__e~~ 

J;QD.UltutiaD--tli-U..-lW~ll bJ the lllalU.Uure to tbll 

el.e.r.t!:t£S-ai.-Lgeneral elecU,go~eral elecli.Q~aaos. an 

(9J •Individual~ •eans a hu•an being. 

{10) •Issue• or •ballot issue• •edns a pr-oposal 

submitted to the people at an election for their appr-oval or 

rejection, Including but not llcited to initiatives, 

referenda, proposed constitutional amendments, recall 

questionst school levy questions, bond issue questionst or a 

ballot question. For the purposes of chapters 35• 36, and 

37 9 an issue beco•es a •ballot issue• upon certification by 

the proper official that the legal procedure necessary for 

-4-



2 

3 

" 
5 

I> 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

l't 

15 

16 

l7 

18 

19 

zo 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

u; 1355/01 

its qual lficatlon and place•ent upon the ballot has been 

coMpleted, except that a state~ide issue becomes an •issue• 

uoon approval by the secretary of state of the form of the 

petition or referral. 

(11) •Person• •eans an individual., corporation, 

association, fir•• partnership• cooperative• co .. ittee• 

cluby unionw or other organization or group of Individuals 

or a candidate as defined in subsection (Z) of this section. 

(12) •Political co .. ittee• .eans a coabination of two 

or more individuals or a person other than an Individual who 

•akes a contribution or expenditure: 

Ca) to support or oppose a candidate or a co•mittee 

organized to support or oppose a candidate or a petition for 

nomln~tion; or 

(b) to support or oppose a ballot issue or a co••ittee 

organized to support or oppose a ballot issue; or 

(c) as an ear•arked contribution. 

113) •Political subdivision• •eans a county, 

consolidated aun1cipal-county government, 11unlcipality, 

spacial district, or any other unit of governaentt except 

school districts, havlng authority to hold an election for 

officers or on a ballot issue. 

Cl~t •Pri•ary• or •pri•ary election• means an election 

held throughout the state to nominate candidates for public 

office at tl•es specified by law, including no•inations of 
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candidates for offices of political subdivisions Nhen the 

time for such noMinations is set on the sa~ date for all 

siMilar subdivisions In the state. 

(15) •Public office• aeans a state• county• .unicipa1 9 

school• or other district office that Is filled by the 

people at an election. 

(16) •Registrar• Means the county election 

ad•inistrator and any regularly appointed deputy or 

assistant election administrator. 

tl7) •special election• •eans an election other than a 

s~atutorlly scheduled primary or general election held at 

any time for any purpose provided by law. It May be held in 

conjunction with a statutorily scheduled election. 

(18) •voting machine or device• ~ans any equipMent 

used to record 9 tabula~e, or in any manner process the vote 

of an elector.• 

Section 2. Section 13-1-104, HCA• is a•ended to read: 

"13-l-104. Times for holding general elections. (1) A 

general election shall be he1·1 thr'oughout the state in every 

even-numbered year on the first tuesday after the first 

Monday of November tll-Xllt.L..llD.-.IIill.laL-.U.~L-Ltilll.i.J:lll1-lu 

!UiUL-llh-_:r.~t.Jml_f!L-g.c..&.t.Us;U..UJt.&..secti oo .a • of the 

Hg~aoa_~~ut.igD-ta-~:r.ub•it.t.e4_D¥-t.bc--l~lature tg 

1bA--tlekl.~--at_a~L§l-~~iQQ£-UDLB~ ag garljer 4ate 

to 

-b-
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1 elect federal o~flcers, state or .ulttcounty district 

2 officers, Members o' the legislature. judges of the district 

3 court• and county officers when the ter•s of such offices 

4 Mill expire before the next scheduled election for the 

5 offices or when one of the offices .ust be filled for an 

6 unexpired ter• as provided by law. 

1 (2) A general election shall be held throughout the 

a state In every odd-nu•bered year on the first Tuesday after 

9 the first Monday In Nove•ber to elect .uniclpal officers. 

10 offic~rs of political subdivisions wholly within one county 

11 and no"t required to hold annual elections. and any other 

12 officers specified by law for election In odd-nu~red years 

13 when the term for the offices will expire before the next 

1~ ·scheduled election for the offices or when one of the 

15 offices •ust be filled for an unexpired tere as provided by 

16 law. 

11 (3} The general election for any political subdivision 

18 required to hold elections annually shall be held on school 

19 election day• the first Tuesday of April of each rear• and 

zo Is subject to the election procedures provided for In 

21 13-1-~01.• 

-End-
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COMMIT'iee {) BY 

A BILL FO~ AN ACT ENTITLED• •AN ACT TO DEFINE THE TERM 

•r.ENE~AL ELECTION• FOR THE PURPOSE OF SUBMISSION TO THE 

PEOPLE OF LAWS OR CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENTS BY THE 

LEGISLATURE! AMENDING SECTIONS 13-l-101 A:-10 13-1-10~. MCAo• 

BE IT ENACTED BY THF. LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF HONHNA: 

s~ction 1. Section 13-1-101• MCA• is a•ended ~o read: 

•t3-1-101· Definitions. As used in this title. unless 

the context clearly Indicates otherwise, the following 

deflnl~ions apply: 

Cll •Anything of value• means any goods that have a 

certai~ utility to the recipient that is real and that is 

ordina~lly not qiven away free but is purchased. 

(2) •Candidat~• means: 

(a) an individual who has filed a declaration or 

petition fer noMinationy acceptance of nomination or 

appointment as a candidate for public office as required by 

1 aw; 

(b) for the purposes of chapters 3S• 36, or 37• an 

individual who has publicly announced his intention to seek 

nomination or election to public office by write-in vote and 

1 

2 

3 

~ 

5 

6 

1 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

1~ 

15 

16 

lT 

18 

19 

zo 

21 

22 

23 

2~ 

25 

LC l3SS/01 

who has received a contribution or .ade an expenditure or 

has given an authorization to another person to receive a 

contribution or make an expenditure for the purpose of 

supporting his nomination or election. 

(3) (a) •Contribution• •eans: 

Iii an advance, glftt loan, conveyance. deposit. 

paymant9 or distribution of .oney or anything of value to 

influence an election; 

(II) a transfer of funds between political co .. ittees; 

(iii} the payment by a person other than a candidate or 

political committee of co.pensation for the personal 

services of another person that are rendere~ to a candidate 

or political co•mittee. 

(b) •Contribution• does not aean: 

( i) services provided without co'lpensation by 

individuals volunteerinq a portion or all of their ti•e on 

behalf of a candidate or political committee or MAals and 

lodging provided by individuals in their private residence 

for a candidat.e or other individual; 

(iiJ the cost of any bona fide news story, co~~entary, 

or editorial distributed through the facilities of any 

broadcasting station~ newspaper, ma~_Jazine, or other 

periodical publication of general circulation; 

(iii) the cost of any co.munication by any membership 

organization or corporation to Its •embers or stockholders 
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or e~ployees, so long as such organization is not a priMary 

political co-.ittee; or 

(iv) filing feas paid by the candidate. 

(4) •Election• Means a general, special, or primary 

election held pursuant to the requirements of state laN• 

regardless of the tl.e and/Or purpose. 

(5) •Election ad•inistrator• .eans the county clerk 

and recorder or the individual designated by a county 

gover~ing body to be responsible for all election 

ad•inistratlon duties, except that with regard to school 

elections, the term means the school district clerk. 

(6) •Elector• aaans an individual 

registered to vote under statq law. 

qualified and 

(7) (a) •Expenditure• •eans a purchase. payment, 

distribution~ 10ant advance, pro•ise• 

money or antthing of value Made 

influencing the results of an election. 

(b) •Expenditure• does not •ean: 

pledge, or gift 

for the purpose 

of 

of 

(I) services, food, or lodging provided In a aanner 

that they are not contributions under subsection (3); 

(ill pay•ents by a candidate for his filing fee or for 

personal travel expenses, food• clothing, lodging, or 

personal necessities for hl11self and his fe11ilyl 

(iii) the cost of any bona fide news storyo co.aentary, 

or editorial distributed through the facilities of any 
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br·uldcasting station., newspaper, magazine, or 

periodical publication of general circulation; or 

other 

( iv) the cost of any colliJIUnication by any ~teltbership 

organization or corporation to its members or stockholders 

or e~ployees, so long as such organization is not a primary 

political committee. 

(8) ~General election~ means an election held for the 

election of public officers throughout the state at times 

specified by law, including elections for officers of 

political subdivisions when the time of the election is set 

on the sa~e date for all similar political subdivisions in 

the state • fii.C-114l.J.Q1--l.i.i1111.li-~ll.i.LII.II-...11¥-ALl'Js.l.L~1 

1B~tlaD-R&--II.C--Att~ xxy, :;ectiii.D 8~--ll.f--~~ 

~o:;tltutl11.D--l11.--DII--.illlla!~d--II¥--Lb8--l•~lslature tg tbe 

~u..at a geoenl e1~1..!Qa~U~u.l-lllti;t.llla:_.uos. __ ao 

~tl!ID-IIeld at tba-tlma proyi4gd iD 13-1-10~ 

(9) •Individual• •eans a huMan being. 

flO) •Issue• or •ballot issue• •eans a proposal 

sub•itted to the people at an election for their approval or 

rejection. Including but not li•ited to ini1:i"ltives• 

referenda., propr>sed constitutional a•endments• recall 

question5t school levy QUestions• bond issue questions, or a 

ballot question. For the purposes of chapters 35, 36• and 

37, an issue be~o•es a •ballot issue• upon certification by 

the proper official that the legal procedure necessary for 

-It-
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its Qual fflcatlon and plac•••nt upon the ballot has been 

completed, except that a statewide issue beco•es an •issue• 

uoon approval by the secretary of state of the for• of the 

petition or referral. 

[11) •Parson• .. ans an Individual, corporation. 

as-snociation, fir•• partnership, cooperative, co••ittee, 

club, union, or other organization or group of individuals 

or a candidate as defined in subseCtion CZJ of this section. 

(lZ) •Political COMMittee• .eans a co•blnation of two 

or more individuals or a person other than an individual who 

makes a contribution or expenditure: 

(a) to support or oppose a candidate or a co••lttee 

organized to support or oppose a candidate or a petition for 

noain!ltlon; or 

(bJ to support or oppose a ballot Issue or a co••ittee 

orqani zed to support or oppose a ballot issue; or 

(c) as an eaf•arked contribution. 

( ll) "Political subdivision• •eans a county• 

consolidated ~unicipal-county government, municipality. 

spP.cial district. or any other unit of governMentt except 

school districts. having authority to hold an election for 

officers or on a ballot issue. 

(14) •Primary• or "pri•ary election" means an election 

held throughout the state to no~inate candidates for public 

office at times specified by law, including no•inations of 
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candidates for offices of political subdivisions when the 

time for such no~inations is set on the saMe date for all 

si•ilar subdivisions in the state. 

(15) •Public office• .eans a state. county• municipal, 

scnool, or other district office that Is filled by the 

people at an election. 

(16) •Registrar• Means the 

ad•inlstrator and any regularly 

assistant election administrator. 

county 

appointed 

election 

deputy or 

(17) •Special election• ~eans an election other than a 

statutorily scheduled primary or general election held at 

any ti~e for any purpose provided by law. It may be held in 

conjunction with a statutorily scheduled election. 

(18) •voting machine or device• ~eans any equipment 

used to record. tabulate. or in any •anner process the vote 

of an elector.• 

Section 2. Section 13-l-104• MCA• Is a•ended to read: 

"13-1-104. Times for holdinq general elections. (1) ~ 

general election shall be held throughout the state in every 

even-~umbered year on the first Tuesday after the first 

Monday of November tg_xgtL-Ull-..blllgt__u:illllL-UllLlll~tllt 

!~ti~fl--111L--~~~iSID--b£-liL-Arti~-ll~A~lAD-aA-ll!-tbe 

Ull~aD~-~~~~tutiSID-tll-~~ubmit~~tni--legulaturi tll 

tbe __ ele~to~ __ at_a~aeLal_ile~lll~-uole1i-Aa-~rljer aa~ 

i~-llca~laeo_iD_tbe_~_autbliLizlD~..IIallllt-lA~og to 

-6-
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1 elect federal officers, s~ate or .ulticounty district 

2 officers, •embers of the legislature, judges of the district 

3 courtt and county officers when the ter•s of such offices 

4 will expire before the nek~ scheduled election for the 

S offices or when one of the offices must he filled for an 

6 unexpired ter• as provided by law. 

7 (Z) A qeneral election s~all be held throughout the 

8 sta~e in every odd-nuDbered year on the first Tuesday after 

9 the firs~ Monday in Nov .. ber to elect auniclpal officers, 

10 offlc>rs of political subdivisions wholly within one county 

11 and not required to hold annual elections, and any other 

12 officers specified by law for election In odd-nuabered years 

13 when the term for the offices will expire before the next 

14 scheduled election for the offices or when one of the 

15 offices •ust be filled for an unexpired ter• as provided by 

16 law. 

17 13) The general election for any political subdivision 

18 required to hold elections annually sl'lall be held on school 

19 election day, the first Tuesday of April of each rear, and 

zo is subject to the election procedures provided for in 

21 13-1-'>0le• 

-End-
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HOUSE BILL NO. 629 

INTRODUCED BY o. BROWN• AODY• KEYSER• RAMIREZ 

BY REQUEST OF THE HOUSE JUDICIARY CO~MITTEE 

A BILL FOR AN ACT E~ITLED: "AN ACT TO DEFINE THE TERM 

•GENERAL ELECTION• FOR THE PURPOSE OF SUBMISSION TO THE 

PEOPLE OF LAWS OR CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENTS BY THE 

LEGISLATURE; AMENDING SECTIONS 13-1-101 AND 13-1-10~• MtA.• 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF HONTANAt 

Section 1. Section 13-1-101, NCAt is a~ended to read: 

•13-1-101. Definitions. As used in this title, unless 

the context clearly Indicates otherwise. the following 

definitions apply: 

(lJ •Anything of value• ~neans any goods 'that have· a 

certain utility to the recipient that is real and that Is 

ordina~ily not qlven a~av free but is purchased. 
• 

(2) •Candidate• •eans: 

{~) an individual who has filed a declaration or 

petition for no•inatlon 9 acceptance of nomination or 

appointment as a candidate for public office as required by 

1 ~~~~i 

(b) for the purposes of chapters 35, 36y or 37, an 

irdi~ijual ~ho has publicly announced his intention to seek 

nomination or elec~ion to public office by write-in vote and 
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w~o has received a contribution or made an expenditure or 

has qiven an authorization to another person to receive a 

contribution or make an expenditure for the purpose of 

supporting his nomination or election. 

(l) (a) •contribution" means: 

(I) an adVance, glftt loan, conveyance• deposit• 

payment, or ~istribution of .aney or anything of value to 

infl~~nce an election; 

(il) a transfer of funds between political committees; 

(iii) the payment b~ a person other than a candidate or 

political ea.mlttee of co•pensatlon for the personal 

services of another person that are rendered to a candldate 

or po.ll tical com• I ttee. 

(b) •contribution" does not •ean: 

(i) services provided without compensation by 

individuals volunteering a portion or all of their time on 

behalf of a candidate or political co•mittee or .eals and 

lodging provided by individuals In their private residence 

for a candidate or other Individual; 

(il) the cost of any bon~ fide news story, commentary, 

or editorial distributed through the facilities of any 

broadcasting station• ne~soaper• magazine, or other 

periodical publication of general circulation; 

(i li) the cost of any communication by any .embershtp 

organization or corporation to Its members or stockholders 

-z- HB 62'1 

R E F E R E N C E B I L L 



.. 

1 

z 

3 

,. 
5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

lit 

15 

16 

17 

l8 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

z• 
25 

HB 0629/02 

or employees, so long as such organization is not a primary 

political coRPittee; or 

(iY) ffl.fng fees. paid by the candidate. 

("*) •flection• means a generalt special, Qf" prhtary 

election. h~ld pursuant. to the requi reflents o'f state law. 

regardless of the t i-.e and/or purpose. 

(5) •Elec:tion· ad•lnistrator" fleans the count~ clerk 

and recoraer or the lncU,vf'duat designated by a county 

governing body t:o be r.esponsible for all election 

adalnistratlon duties, except that with regard to school 

elections• the terM aean• the school district clerk• 

CO) •el·ector• •eans an Individual 

registered to vote uoder ~tate law. 

qualified and 

(1) (il) •expenditure• Deans 

distribution• loan, advance. promise. 

IM)ney or anything of value ~nade 

a purchase. payment. 

pledge. or gift of 

for the purpose of 

inflt~enclng the result• of an election. 

(bJ •expenditure• does not ~an: 

(i) serwices. fOOdt or lodging pro~lded In a Manner 

that they are not contributions under subsection (3); 

(liJ payaents by a candidate for his filing fee or for 

personal travel expenses, food• clothing, lodging, or 

personal necessities for hi•self and his faRily; 

(ill) the cost of any bona fide news story• co-.entary• 

or editorial distributed through ttte facfli.ties of' any 

-3- HB ~29 
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broadcasting stationt new5paper, magazine, or other 

periojical publication of general circulation; or 

(iv) the cost of any coamunfcation by any membership 

organization or corporation to its ~mbers or stockholders 

or employees, so lonq as such organization is not a primary 

poH t.i cal coa.mi ttee. 

C8J •General election• means an election held for the 

election of public officers throughout the state at tiMes 

specified by law. including elections for o'flcers of 

political subdi~lsions when the· tl~~e of the election is set 

on the same date for all sl•ilar political subdivisions in 

the state. fa£--bal!Gt jS$YI5 regyjred bJ ArtlcJo IJJ, 

H£t.lgQ-R.a--Q.t--kli 1~19 xty. _UUJ.go_.b_qf the Mootana 

kODAtitutiog tg be auD•itted by the legis]•ture to the 

~i.Q~t a gepe,4LaJ.Kt.iAD• •geoec;IJ CJR&tjpo• ti004 ag 

wl:lcLlUI-IuWL.~.DJJ.II~oxi ded !o U-I-IP4(1J.a 

(9) •Individual• ~ans a hu•an be•ng. 

(10-J •Issue• or •ballot issue• means a propo~al 

submitted to the people at an election for their approval or 

rejection• including but not limited to initiatives, 

referenda,. proposed cons ti tut ion a 1 a•andnents• recall 

questl.ons,. school levy questions, bond Issue quast.ions., or a 

ballot question• For the purposes of chapters 35·.- 36• otnd 

37t an issue becoaa$ a •ballot issue• upon certification by 

the proper official that the legal proeedure necessary ¥or 

-4- HB 629 
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its Qualification and placeaent upon the ballot has been 

completed, except that a statewide issue beco~es an •tssue• 

upon approval by the secretary of state of the for• of the 

petition or referral. 

(11) •Person• .eans an individual, corporation, 

association, Fir•• partnership, cooperative. co.•ittee, 

club, ~nion, or other organization or group of Individuals 

or a :andidate as defined in subsection (2) of this section. 

(12) •Political co••ittee• .eans a co•bination of two 

or ~ore individuals or a person other than an individual Nho 

m~Kes a contribution or eKpenditure: 

(a) to support or oppose a candidate or a co••lttee 

organized to support or oppose a candidate or a petition for 

no•ina~ion; or 

(b) to support or oppose a ballot Issue or a ca.mlttee 

organized to support or oppose a ballot issue; or 

(c) as an earMarked contribution. 

(13) •Political subdivision• means a county, 

consolidated auniclpal-county qovernR'entt ltunicipality, 

special di~trict, or any other unit of government, except 

school districts, naving authority to hold an election for 

officers or on a ballot issue. 

(14t •Primary• or •prf.ary election" aeans an election 

held tnroughout the state to nominate candidates for public 

office at times specified by law, including nominations of 

-5- HB 629 
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candidates for offices of political subdivisions when the 

time for such nominations Is set on the same date for all 

slailar subdivisions In the state. 

(15) ·~ublic office- ~ansa state. county. •unfcipal• 

school, or other district office that Is filled by the 

people at an election. 

Cl6) •Registrar• "'ans the county · . election 

ad•lniatrator and any regularly appointed deputy or 

assistant election administrator. 

(ll) •special election• •eans an election other than a 

statutorily scheduled primary or general election held at 

any tlae for any purpose provided by law. It may be held in 

conjunction •lth a statutorily scheduled election. 

(18) •voting machine or device• .cans any equlpaent 

used to record• tabulate, or In any •anner process the vote 

of an elector•• 

Section z. 
•13-1-104. 

Section 13-1-104 9 ~CAt is a~ended to read: 

Tl•es for holding general elections. (1) A 

general election shall be held throughout the state in every 

even-numbered year on the first Tuesday after the first 

Monday~Ot November to ypte on__balla1-~~£~lLed--b¥ 

M.tidli-11~-UC:t.i.DD_6£_.:tJ:....6.t.:t..iJ:lL.IUlt&-UI;.S;.iQQ_D • .:tf the 

~atao~c:.:t~tutiaD-1a_bt~-~uam.itte4-bx_tne--leg.isla~Le_lQ 

t.bll--el~lQL.L.-111-il-'lflWILIIL.tl.liiUl.alu..JUiluli an earl i eL.Jlau 

l.:I.-DLlll!.i<lllg...ltJ_.t.be_law..al.l.t.bll.t.U.i.Dll-t.bll..ballllt. '""II• and to 

-6- HB &l9 



HB 0629/02 

1 elect federal officers, state or .ultfcounty district 

2: offtcers. ne111bers of the legislature, judges of the district 

3 co~rt, and countr officers when the terms of such offices 

4 will ex~ire before the next scheduled election for the 

5 offices or when one of the offices must be filled for an 

6 unexpired ter• as provided· by law. 

7 (2) A general election shall be held throughout thP. 

8 state in every odd-nuMbered year on the first Tuesday after 

9 the first Monday in Nove:•ber to elect •uniclpal off'icers• 

10 off,cars of political subdivisions wholly within one county 

11 and not required to hold annual elections, and any other 

lZ officers specified by law for election Jn.odd-numbered years 

13 when the term for the offices will expire before ~he next 

14 scheduled election for the offices or when one of the 

15 offices must be filled for an unexpired ter• as provided by 

16 law. 

17 (3) The g@neral election for any political subdivision 

18 required to hold elections annually shall be held on school 

19 election dayw the ffrst Tuesday of April of each year. and 

zo is $Ubjec~ to the election procedures provided for in 

21 13-l~Ot.• 

-End-

-7- HB 6Z9 



1. 

2. 

PROPOSED AMENDMENT TO HOUSE BILL NO. 629 
REFERENCE COPY 

Page 6, line 25 
Following: 
Strike: 
Insert:. 

Page 6, line 25. 
Following: 
Strike: 
Insert: 

"in" 
"the" 
rran-

"authorizing" 
"the ballot issue" 
"a special election· on an initiative or 
referendum pursuant to Article III, section 6" 
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HOUSE BILL NO• 629 

INTRODUCED BY D• BROWN, ADDY, KEYSER, RAMIREZ 

BY REQUEST OF THE HOUSE JUDICIARY COMMITTEE 

A BILe FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: •AN ACT TO DEFINE THE TERM 

"GENERAL ELECTION• FOR THE PURPOSE OF SUBMISSION TO THE 

PEOPLE OF LAWS OR CONSTITUTiuNAL AMENDMENTS BY THE 

LEGISLATURE; AMENDING SECTIONS 13-1-101 AND 13-1-104o HCA.• 

B~ IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Section 13-1-101, ~CAt is amended to read: 

•13-1-101. Definitions. As used In this title, unless 

the cantext clearly indicates otherwise, the following 

definitions apply: 

(lt •Anything of value• •eans any goods that have a 

certain utility to the recipient that is real and that is 

ordinarily not qiven away free but Is purchased. 

{2) •candidate .. aeans:: 

(at an individual who has fJ1ed a declaration or 

petition for nomination, acceptance of nomination o• 

ap~oint•ent as a candidate for public office as required by 

1 a ... ; 

(b) for the purposes of chapters 35, 36, or 37 9 an 

ln~lviaual who has publicly announced his Intention to seek 

nomin3tion or election to public office by write-in vote ~nd 
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NhO h!S received a contribu~ion or •ade an expenditure or 

has qiyen an authorization to another person to receive a 

contribution or •ake an expenditure for the purpose of 

supporting his no•ination or election. 

(3) (a) •Contribution• •eans: 

( i l an advance, gift• loan, conveyance. deposit, 

pay~ent, or distribution of aoney or anything of value to 

influence an election; 

(ii) a transfer of funds between political co-.ftteesi 

(ill) the pay•ent by a person other than a candidate or 

political co~aittee of coapensation for the pert.onal 

services of another person that are rendered to a candida~e 

or political committee. 

(b) •contribution• does not •ean:: 

( i) services provided without compensation by 

individuals volunteering a portion or all of their ti•e on 

behalf of a candidate or political com~ittee or .eals and 

lodging provided by individuals in their private residence 

for a candidate or other individual; 

(if) the cost of any bona fide news story, co~mentary• 

or editorial distributed through the facilities of any 

broadcasting station, newspaper, magazine, o• other 

periodical oublication of general circulation; 

(iii) the cost of any communication by any membership 

organization or corporation to its members or stockholders 

-2- HB 629 
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or e~ployees, so long as such organization is not a primary 

political comMittee; or 

(iv) fiJfng fees paid by the candidate• 

(4) •Election• aeans a general, special, or prfaary 

election held pursuant to the require•ents of state la~, 

regardless of the ti•e andtor purpose. 

(5) •Election adMinistrator• Means the county clerk 

and recorder or the Individual designated by a county 

governing body to be re5ponsible for all election 

administration duties, except that with regard to school 

elections. the term ~ans the school district clerk• 

(&) •elector• means an indlvtdual qualified and 

registered to vote under state law. 

(7t fa) •Expenditure• •eans 

di$tribution, loan, advance, promise. 

a purchase., 

pledge, o• 

payment9 

gift of 

•oney or anything of value •ada for the 

lnfluancing the ~eaults of an election. 

purpose of 

(b) •Expenditure• does not •ean: 

(i) ser~icest food• or lodging provided in a .. anner 

that they are not contributions under subsection (3); 

(Ji) pa~ents by a candidate for his filing tee or for 

personal travel expenses, food, clothing, lodging. or 

perso~el necessities for hiMself and his fa•ily; 

(ifJ) the cost of any bona fide news story, co••entary, 

or editorial distributed through the facilities of any 

-3- HB 629 
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broadcasting station, newspaper. magazine, o• ot.her 

p~riodical publication of general circulation; or 

(iv) the cost of any co~unication by any •embership 

organization or corporation to its members or stockhclder~ 

or euployees• so long as such organization is not a ~rimary 

political co-.ittee. 

(8) •General election• Means an election held for the 

election 

specified 

poll tical 

of public officers throughout the state at ~imes 

by law, including elections for officers of 

subdivisions when the time of the election is set 

on the sa111e date for all siMilar polJtical subdivisions in 

the stat eo flll:.-lllll.lgt-l.AIJilU .. CCQU I rell_lut-Ut.i.l;Ut..lll.J. 

~~~iDO-~-~AL~~-&lKL- sec~jog__A£-._u~ Montana 

~~~~~~tl~UtiiiD.....tll-llL...I.IIIIlli~U<I by :tll.e-l.egh!ature tg tbg 

clectaLS-at-a_geaeLal-electiQQ~ecaJ election•.-ean5 an 

al.e.c.:Uao.Jullll..ll.t~iiiiLJU:.Wfi.WoJI..ia..ll:l:LQ!t,U.I..a 

(9) •Individual• •eans a hu•an being. 

(10) •Issue• or •ballot issue• means a proposal 

sub•ltted to the people at an election for their approval or 

rejection., 

referenda, 

Including 

proposed 

but not liMited 

constitutional 

to Initiatives• 

amend•ents• recall 

qu@stions, school levy questions• bond Issue questions, or a 

ballot question. For the purposes of chapters 35, 36t and 

379 an issue becoMes a •ballot issue• upon certification by 

the proper official that the legal procedure necessary for 

-4- HB 629 
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its qualification and place.ent upon the ballot has been 

completed, except that a statewide issue becomes an "issue" 

uoon approval by the secretary of state of the form of the 

p~tltion or referral. 

(11) "Person" 

associ at ion, fir•• 

•eans an individua1 9 corporation, 

partnership. cooperative. co•mlttee, 

club 9 union, or otner organization or group of Individuals 

or a candidate as defined In subsection (2) of this section. 

(12) •Political com•ittee• ~ansa combination of two 

or more individuals or a person other than an Individual who 

makes a contr i"but ion or expendIture: 

(~) to support or oppose a candidate or a coMmittee 

organized to support or oppose a candidate or a petition for 

nomin3tion; or 

(b) to support or oppose a ballot issue or a comBittee 

or']ani zed to sup_port or oppose a ballot issue; or 

(c) as an ean~tarked contribution. 

(13) •Political subdivision• aeans a county. 

consolidated llunicfpal-county government, municipality, 

spec i a 1 d i str i c:t, or any other unit of government, except 

s~hool districts, having authority to hold an election Tor 

offic~rs or on a ballot issue. 

(14t •Primary• or •?ri•ary election" means an election 

held throughout the state to nominate candidates for public 

office at ti~es specified by law, Including nominations of 
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candidates for offices of political subdivisions when the 

time for sucn nominations is set on the same date for all 

similar subdivisions in the state. 

(15) •Public office• means a state• county• aunictpalw 

school, or other district office that is rilled by the 

people at an election. 

(16) •Registrar• Means the 

ad•inistrator and any regularly 

assistant election adM-inistrator. 

county 

appointed 

election 

deputy or-

(17) -special election• •eans an election other than a 

statutorily scheduled primary or general election held at 

any tiae for any purpose provided by law. It may be held in 

conjunction with a statutor-ily scheduled election. 

(l~) "Voting ~achine or device• ~eans any equipment 

used to record, tabulate, or in any manner process the vote 

of an elector.• 

Section 2. Section 13-1-104, MCAw is amended to read: 

"13-1-104. Times for holding general elections. (1) A 

gener-al election shall be held throughout the state in every 

even-numbered year on the first Tuesday after the first 

~onday of November 1g-~gt§ __ QD __ Q2llgt __ i~~e~--C~QYiL~U--b¥ 

&~ti~B--lll1--~e~tlon __ 4L_Q~-A~tl~•-~~~-~~ktlQQ-AL-~ 

~Qata~~-~natitutiQn_tQ_Q~-iubmltt•~-b~_tb~-l~i~tu~•-_tg 

tb~--~~~~Q~ __ at_a_gene~al-•l•cxlQD~-~nlea~~n-•aLlle~-~te 

i~-G~o~i~•~-in toe ! la~ _ _£u£bQ~izing tbc=~Ratt~==±a~ A 
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~e~'IAL--E~ILQH_Q~-l~IlAll~E-a&_~f~~a_e~u&OCI-Ia 

2 ARiltlf-l!l&-S~'Ilg~a_And to elect federal officers 9 state 

3 or •ultlcounty district officer5, ~embers of the 

4 legislature. judges of the district court. and county 

s offlc~rs when the terms of such offices will expire before 

6 the lext scheduled election for the offices or when one of 

7 the offices •ust be £111ad for an unexpired term as provided 

a by law. 

9 (2) A general election shall be held throughout the 

10 s~ate in every odd-nuMbered year on the first Tuesd~y after 

11 the first Monday In Nove•ber to elect •unici·pal officers. 

lZ officers of political subdivisions wholly within one county 

13 and n~t required to hold annual electionst and any other 

14 officers specified by laN for election In odd-numbered years 

15 when the term for ~he offices will expire before the next 

16 scheduled election for the offices or wh~n one of the 

17 offices ~ust be filled for an unexpired tera as provided by 

16 1 &W• 

19 (3) The general election for any political subdivision 

20 required to hold elections annually shall be held on school 

~1 election day, the ffrst Tuesday o~ April of each year 9 and 

ZZ is subject to the election procedures provided for in 

23 13-1-401·· 

-End-
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