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Introduced and referred to 
Committee on Judiciary. 

Committee recommend bill do 
paea as amended. Report 
adopted. 

Sill printed and placed on 
members' desks. 

Second readinq, do pass. 
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enqrossed. 

Third readinq, passed. 
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Second reading, concurred 
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Sent to enrolling. 
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2 ~~"·bO~~ I NTROOUCED BY ~~ -

BY REQUEST Of THE DEPARTMENT OF JUSTIC 3 

signed written declaration stating that an investi9ation 

z into the location of the ~issing person is being conducted 

3 and that the dental records may be necessary to the 

4 4 investigation. A dentist shall release the missing person's 

5 A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT TO DIRECT THE 5 dental records upon presentation of the declaration. 

6 UEPARTM~NT OF JUSTICE AND lOCAl LAW ENFORCEMENT AGENCIES TO 6 (3) If a person reported missing has not been found 

1 ESTABliSH A CENTRAL REPOSITORY FOR DENTAL RECORDS UF MISSING 1 within 4~ days after the report was made, the law 

8 PERSONS AND UNIDENTIFIED DEAD BODIES.• 8 enforcement authority conducting the investigation shall 

9 9 confer with the county coroner or state ~edical examiner and 

10 BE IT ENACTED BY THE lEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 10 write a missing person report on a form supplied by the 

11 Section 1. Missir1g persons dental records. (1) Any 11 department of justice. The report and any dental records 

12 person who reports a missing person to a police or sheriff's 12 obtained unde~ tnis section •ust be submitted to the 

13 department or other law enforcement authority Nust be given 13 department of justice. 

14 a form sup~1ied by the department of justice that authorizes 14 (4) The department of justice shall maintain an 

15 the release of the dental records of the missing p~rson. 15 information file concerning each person reported to it as 

g The fo~m must state that if the person is still aissiny 30 16 missing. The file ~ust include information received under 

17 days after the report was made, the form should be signed by 17 this section and any other information the department 

18 a r~lative of the missing person and taken to the dentist of 18 considars rele~ant to locating the missing person. 

19 the missing person, who must rel~ase the dental records to 19 (5) The department files must be mdde available to any 

20 th~ relgtive. Tt1e records mustoe submitted by the relati"Ve zo law enforcem~nt aqency attempting to locate missing persons. 

21 ~ithin the next 10 days to the law enforcement authority to 21 (6) A law enforcement authority that finds a missing 

22 which the missing person ~eport was made. 22 person or is notified that he has been found shall notify 

23 (2) If the missinq person has not been found within 30 23 the department of justice, which shall destroy all records 

24 d~ys after the repnrt was made and no relative e~ists or can 24 re-:;arding the person that were .>btalned under this sec;tion. 

£') be located, the law enforcement authority may execute a 25 Section z. Dental examination -- records r~port. 

-2- I N T R 0 D U C E D B I L L 
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1 (1) If the coroner cannot identify a body, he ur the state 

Z ~edical exa•iner shall have a dentist examine the body, and 

3 if the body cannot be identifiea from the dental 

4 examination, the coroner or state medical examiner must send 

5 the dental examination results to the department of justice 

6 on a form supplied by the department. 

7 (2) The depart•ent is a reposit:ory for dental 

8 examination records filed with It under this section. The 

9 department shall coMpare such records with dental records 

10 filed with it pursuant to [section 1] in an attempt to 

11 identify the body and must submit any finalngs to the 

12 coroner or st~te •edical examiner. 

-End-
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STATE OF MONTANA 
REQUEST NO. __ ?}j:''§.L 

I 

FISCAL NOTE 

Form Ht>215 

In compliance with a written request received February 7 , 19 ~ , there is hereby submitted a Fiscal Note 
for ___ \iquse Bill 609 pursuant to Chapter 53, Laws of Montana, 1965 ·Thirty-Ninth Legislative Assembly., 

Background information used in developing this Fiscal Note is available from the Office of Budget and Program Planning, to members 
of the Legislature upon request. 

DESCRIPTION OF PROPOSED LEGISLATION: 

House Bill 609 directs the Department of Justice and local law enforcement agencies 
to establish a central repository for dental records of missing persons and un-
identified dead bodies. · 

ASSUMPTIONS: 

1) There were approximately 650 missing persons reported in 1982. 
2) There were approximately 400 persons missing long enough to require a dental 

report to be supplied to the department. 
3) There were approximately 4 unidentified bodies reported in 1982. 
4) A local dentist would perform the examination of the body. 
5) The missing person report form and the release of dental records form would 

be combined into one form. 

FISCAL IMPACT: 

Expenditures: 
Contracted Services 
Printing 
Communication & Postage 
Office Supplies 
Total Cost to Gen. Fund 

FISCAL NOTE 11/R/1 

FY84 
$200 

100 
300 
100 

$700 

FY85 
$200 

300 

$500 

Total 
Biennium 

$400 
100 
600 
100 

$1,200 

J3UDGET DIRECTOR 
Office of Budget and Program Planning 

1 ·';Date: 'J. ... g ~ <6 "1 
' ' 'I 

'•, 
•·' 

. ' . ' 



STATE OF MONTANA 

FISCAL NOTE 

515-83 
REQUEST NO. ·----------

l'mm /1/)· I 5 

In compliance with a written reques: received March 25 • , 19 ~ , there is hereby submitted a Fiscal Note 
for House Bill 609 • Amended •. _ pursuant to Chapter 53, Laws of Montana, 1965 ·Thirty-Ninth Legislative Assembly. 

Background information used in developing this Fiscal Note is available from the Office of Budget and Program Planning, to members 
of the Legislature upon request. 

DESCRIPTION OF PROPOSED LEGISLATION: 

House Bill 609, amended, directs the Department of Justice and local law enforcement 
agencies to establish a central repository for dental records of missing persons and 
unidentified dead bodies. 

ASSUMPTIONS: 

1) There were approximately 650 missing persons reported in 1982. 
2) There were approximately 400 persons missing long enough to require a dental 

report to be supplied to the department. 
3) There were approximately 4 unidentified bodies reported in 1982. 
4) A local dentist would perform the examination of the body. 
5) The missing person report form and the release of dental records form would be 

combined into one form. 

FISCAL IMPACT: 

Expenditures: 
Contracted Services 
Printing 
Communication & Postage 
Office Supplies 
Total Cost to Gen. Fund 

FISCAL NOTE ll:R/2 

FY84 
$200 

100 
600 
100 

$1,000 

FY85 
$200 

600 

Total 
Biennium 

$400 
100 

1,200 
100 

$1,800 

BUDGET DIRECTOR 
Office of Budget and Program Planning 

Date: 3 - ""'L. 6 - ~ 3 
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HOUSE BILL NO• 609 

Approved by Committee 
on Judiciary 

INTRODUCED BY SPAETHt RAMIREZ• ADDY• KEYSER 

BY REQUEST OF THE DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: •AN ACT TO DIRECT THE 

DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE AND LOCAL LAW ENFORCEMENT AGENCIES TO 

ESTABLISH A CENTRAL REPOSITORY FOR DENTAL RECORDS OF HISSING 

PERSONS AND UNIDENTIFIED DEAD BODIES.• 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

S~ction 1. Missing pe~sons dental records. 11) Any 

p~rson who reoorts a missi11g person to a police or sheriff•s 

department or other law enforcement authority must be given 

a form supplied by the department of justice that authorizes 

the release of the dental records of the missing person. 

The form •ust state that If the person is still •issing 30 

days after the report was made• the for• should be signed by 

a relative of the missing person and taken to the dentist of 

the •lssing person. who .ust release the dental records as 
'OelfS __ lHfaEOE to the relative. The records .ust be 

subMitted by the relative within the next 10 days to the law 

enforceeent authority to which the •issinq person report was 

made. 

(l) If the missing person has not been found ~ithin 30 

days after the report was made and no relative exists or can 
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HB 0609/02 

be located 9 the law enforce•ent authority •ay execute a 

sfgned written declaration stating that an Investigation 

into the location of the missing person is being conducted 

and that the dental records •av be necessary to the 

investiqation. A dentist shall release the missing person•s 

dental reeords upon presentation of the declaration. 

f3) If a person reported Missing has not been found 

within 't5 days after the report was made. the law 

enforce•ent authority conducting the investigation shall 

confer with the county coroner or state •edical exa~iner and 

write a mlssinq person report on a form supplied by the 

depart~ent of justice. The report and any dental ~ecords a& 

'ae~_IHE&EQE obtained under this section must be submitted 

to the dePartMent of justice. 

{4) The depart•ent of Justice shall maintain an 

infor~3tion file concerning ~ach per~on reported to it as 

missi~g. The file must include lnfor~ation received under 

this section and any other infor•ation the depart~nt 

considers relevant to locating the •issing person. 

(5) The department files •ust be made dYaiJable to any 

law enforceMent agency atteMpting to locate missing pe~sons. 

(b) A law enforce•ent authority that finds a •issing 

person or is not1fied that he has been found shall notify 

the department of justice9 which shall ~e~~rey &EIUR~ all 

QE~I&L records r~ard+ft~-~~e-~e~en-~~e~-Mere-e~~e+fte4-aftder 

-2- HB 609 
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HB Ob09/02 

1 th+s--~eet+eA IU--IUE-D~Sl-~D-D~~IEQl_!Uf_fLLE-fat£A&~ 

2 UHQfE_SUB~ftiiOH-L!l_tQH~EHIHG-IHf-f~· 

3 ~~rtion 2• Dental examination -- records -- report. 

4 (1) If the coroner cannot identify a bodyt he or the state 

5 ~edical examiner shall have a dentist examine the body• and 

6 

T 

If the body cannot be identified from the dental 

examination, the coroner or state medical examiner must send 

8 the dP.ntal exa•ination results to the department of justice 

9 on a for• supplied by the department. 

10 (2) The department Is a repository for dental 

lt examination records filed with ft under this section. The 

12 department shall coMpare such records witn dental records 

13 filed with It oursuant to [section l] in an atteMpt to 

1~ Identify the body and •ust subalt any findings to the 

15 coron~r or state medical exa•lner. 

-~na-

-3- HB 609 
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HOUSE BILL NOo 609 

INTRODUCED BY SPAETHo RAMIREZo ADDYo KEYSER 

BY REQUEST OF THE DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 

A BILl FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: •AN ACT TO DIRECT THE 

DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE AND LOCaL LAW ENFORCEMENT AGENCIES TO 

ESTABLISH A CENTRAL REPOSITORY FOR DENTAL RECORDS OF MISSING 

PERSONS AND UNIDENTIFIED DEAD 80DIESo• 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE Of MONTANA: 

Section 1. Missing persons dental records. Cll Any 

person who reports a •issing person to a police or sheritf•s 

department or other law enforce•ent authority MUSt be given 

a fore supplied by the department of justice that authorizes 

the release of the dental records of the •issing person. 

The for• •ust state that If the person is still •issing 30 

days after the report was eade, the for• should be signed by 

a relative of the missing person and taken to the dentist of 

the •lsslng person, who aust release the dental records g& 

~Qf~S--~f&ECE to the relative. The records RUSt be 

subMitted by the relative within the next lD days to the law 

enforceMent. authority to which the Missing person report. was 

made. 

(2) If the •issinq person has not been found within 30 

days after the report was made and no relative exists or can 
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be loeated, the law enforce .. nt authority •ay execute a 

signed written declaration stating that an Investigation 

Into the location of the •issing person is being conducted 

and that the dental records •av be necessary to the 

investigation. A dentist shall release the •lssing person•s 

dental records upon presentation of the declaration. 

(3) If a person reported •isslng has not been found 

WI thin ~s dars after the report was .ade• the law 

enforceMent authority conducting tne investigation shall 

confer vith the county coroner or state •edlcal exaainer and 

write a Missing person report on a fora supplied by the 

departaent of justice. The report and any dental records QB 

tQ!lES-IUE&EQf obtained under this section •ust be subaltted 

t.o the departMent of justice. 

(~I The departaent of justice Shall maintain an 

inforMation file conc•rnlng each person reported to it as 

missing. The file must include lnfor•atlon received under 

this section and any other information the depart.ent 

considers relevant to locating the •lsslng person. 

(5) The depart•ent files aust be •ade available to any 

law enforce•ent agency atteMptin9 to locate Missing persons. 

(6) A law enforce•ent authority tha.t finds a Missing 

person or Is notified that he has been found shall notify 

the department of justice, which shall ~es~ray &fiU&M all 

UE~I~ records ~~a~e•~~-~~~ePSaft-~h•~-were-eb~e+~ed-eftder 

-2- HB 609 
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1 ~h+$--,ee~+eft ICL-IHE-DfBllSI-~fSIBUX-IHE~e&EfABEO 

2 UIIIUf&_ .iUUE'-lllllll-LU..S:UIIlll&lillfiiL.II:lf..ef!UWI• 

3 Section 2. Dental examination -- records -- report. 

4 (1) If the coroner cannot identify a body. he or the state 

5 Medical examiner shall have a dentist examine the body• and 

6 If the body cannot be identified fro• the dental 

7 exa•inationw the coroner or state .edlcal exa•iner •ust send 

8 the dental exa•lnation results to the depart~nt of justice 

9 on a for• supplied by the depart.ant. 

10 ( 2) The depart .. nt Is a reposItory for dental 

11 exa•ination records filed with It under this section• The 

12 depart•ant shall co•pare such records with dental records 

13 filed ~lth It pursuant to [section 1] in an att .. pt to 

14 Identify the body and .ust su~lt any findings to the 

15 coroner or state .. dlcal exa•lner. 

-End-

-3- HB 609 
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HOUSE BILL NO. 609 

lNTROOUCEO BY SPAETH, RAMIREZt •ooY• KEYSER 

BY REQUEST OF THE DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 

A 3I_L FOR AN ACT ENTITLED; •AN ACT TO DIRECT THE 

DFPART.~ENT OF JUSTICE AND LOCAL LAW ENFORCEMENT AGEhCJES TO 

E~TAe'ISH A CENTRAL REPOSITORY FOR DENTAL RECORDS OF MISSING 

PE~SU••s ANU UNIDENTIFIED DEAD BODIES.• 

dF lT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE ~F THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. "issinQ persons dental records. (1) Any 

pPrson who reoorts a missing person to a police or sheritf•s 

depart~ent or other law enforcement authority must be given 

a for~ supplied by the departMent of justice that authorizes 

the rolease of the dental records of the missing person. 

The form must state that if the person is still missing 30 

days after the reoort was made, the form should be siqned by 

a relative of the missi~g person and taken to the dentist of 

th~ missing person, who must rel~ase the dental records DR 

~Q~l~i--I~l&fJf to the relativ~· The records must oe 

suomitt~d by the relative within the ne~t 10 days to the law 

enfor~ement authority to which th9 missinq p~rson report was 

made. 

(l) If the missinq person has not been found ~ithin 3U 

days ~fter the reoort was made and no relative exists or can 
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be located, the law enforcement authority •ay execute a 

signed written declaration stating that an investigation 

into t~e location of the missing person is being conducted 

and t,at the dental records may be necessary to the 

inv~stigation. A dentist shall release the missing person's 

dental records upon presentation of the declaration. 

(1) If a person reported misslnq has not been found 

filii thi "'I 45 days after the report was made, the 1 aw 

enforcement authority conducting the investigation shall 

confer with the county coroner or state medical examiner and 

write a ~lssing person reoort on a form supplied by the 

depart~ent of justice. The report an1 any dental records Q& 

kDflfS_ltlfRfOE obtained under this section must be submitted 

to the departw.ent of justice. 

(4) The department of justice shall maintain an 

infor~Jtion file concerning each person reported to it as 

missing. ThP. fi1P must include information received under 

this section and any other information the department 

consi·!~rs rel~vant to locatinq the missin~ person. 

(~I The department files must be made dvailable to any 

l~w e~forcement aqencv attem~tinq to locate missing persons. 

(~) A l~w enforcement authority that finds a ~issinq 

pers3n or is notified that h~ hds bePn found shall notify 

the dE'Jartment of justice, which shL~11 de~~roy Rt;;Iu.B~ all 

2E~1Al records ~~~e~d+~~-~he-per~o~-t~at-~ePe-oe~8+ft~~-~ft1e~ 

? H~ 609 -<-
K t F E H E II c I:_ il I L L 
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~~t~--~ee~te" IO--IHf_QEUII~I-~D-DfSI&QI_ltif_fLlf-eaEEAR£0 

Z U~QfR-~UaSEtiiD~-Lil-CO~CE&~I~G-Itif-EE&~UM• 

3 ~~ctiQn z. ~ental examination -- records report. 

4 (l) If the coroner cannot identify ~body, he o.- the state 

5 

6 

1 

medical 

if th~ 

examiner 

body 

shall have a dentist exdmine the body9 and 

cannot be identified from the dental 

examination, the coroner or stute medical examiner must send 

8 the d~ntal examination results to the department of justice 

9 on~ form supplied by the depart•ent. 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

12 I The department is a repository for dental 

examination records filed with ft under this section. The 

department shall compare 

filed ~lth it pursuant to 

identify the body and 

such records with dental records 

[se,tion lj in an atte•pt to 

must sub~it any findings to the 

15 coroner or state ~edical examiner. 

-End-

-3- HB 609 


