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A BILL FOR AN .:-,:~LED: •AN ACT PROVIDING A LIST OF 

RIGHTS FOR PATIENTS AND RESIDENTS OF HOSPITALS AND CERTAIN 

ENU~ERATED FACILITIES; PROVIDING THAT A PATIENT MUST BE 

INFORMED Of THESE RIGHTS; ALLOWING THE RIGHTS TO BE 

DISALLOWED FOR MEDICALLY RELATED REASONS.• 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Purpose. The purpose of (this act} is to 

set forth funda~ntal hu•an rights to which all patients or 

residents of a hospital, long-terra car-e facility. 

roo•inghouse9 or retirement hoae are entitled and to ensuTe 

that patien~s and residents of such facilities are advised 

of these rights and the corresponding obligations of the 

facility. 

Section 2. Pa~ient rights. (1) The governing body of a 

hospitd1 1 long-term cara facility as defined in SD-5-101 1 Qr 

roominghouse or retire.ent home as defined in SQ-,1-102 

shall establish w~itten policies regarding the ~ights of 

patients and the corresponding obligations of the facility• 

i~s staff~ and any attending physician. These w...- i tten 

policies must be made available to patients and residents• 

and any guardian, next of kin• or legal representative of 
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the patient. 

(2) In fulflll.ant of subsection (l)o each patient or 

resident adn~itted to the hoSpital or facility aust: be 

inforlted of: 

(a) ~he right to know and participate in decisions 

concerning his treat .. nt; 

(b) the right to voice grievances without fear o~ 

reprisal; 

(c) the right to •anage his own finances or to receive 

a quarterly accounting- of financial transactions aade on his 

behalf if he has delegated that responsibili~y to the 

facility; 

(d) the right to be fully~ infor•ed of services 

available and of any fees or charges for those services; 

ceJ the right to be .fully lnfor•ed of his ~dlcal 

condjtion~ unless a phys·ician docu.ents in the patient•s 

record his reasons for not lnfor•ing the patient; 

(f) the riqht to rec~ive ~rom the staff of the 

facility a reasonable response to his requests; 

(q) the right to associate and coamunicate privately 

or socially with persons or groups of his choice and ·to send 

and receive his personal .ail unopened• unless a physician 

document5 in the patient•s record reasons for not allowing 

this riqhti 

(h) the right not to be transferred or discharged 
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except for medical reasons. hiS welfare. the welfare of 

othdr patients. or nonpay.ent. except upon advance notice to 

ensure· orderly transfer· or discharge; 

(I) ~he rlgh~ to be ~ree ~rom ~nta1 and physical 

abuse and ~ree froM chenical and physical restraints. except 

as authorized in writing by a ·physician f'or a !Oped fled and 

ll•ited period o~-tf.e or unless the restraint is neces~ary 

8 to protect the pa~ient fro• injwry to hl•self or others; 

9 (JJ the right to be treated with consideration• 

10 respect, and recognition o~ his dignity and individuali~y; 

11 (k) the right to retain and use his personal clothing 

12 and possessions as space perMits, unless such right would 

13 infringe on the rights of other patients or a physician 

14 docuMents in the patlent•s record a •edica1. reason for not 

15 allowing this right; 

16 (11 the right to not be required to perfor• services 

17 for the facility that are not Included for therapeutic 

18 purposes In his ·plan of care; 

19 (a) the right:• if -rriedt to privacy in visits with 

zo his spouse or• If both are inpatients at the facility• the 

21 rtght to share a roo .. unless a ~ical reason for denying 

22 this 'right Is docu.etrted by a physician in the patient's 

23 re~ord; and 

24 (n) the rigllt to have the na•e• address. and phone 

25 nu.ber of his ph)"Siclan at his bedside. 
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(3» This section ~~ay not: be construed as iaposing any 

new obligations or standards on hospitals, long-term care 

facilities, roo•inghouses, or retirement ho•es other than in 

regard to notification and explanation. 

-End-
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HOUSE BILL NO. 604 

INTRODUCED BY WALLI~t G~GEt 

HARPERt R. MANNINGt SERGENE 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: •AN ACT PROVIDING A--t~£~--BF 

Mt6~--Feft--PA~~N~-ANB-RE5tBEN~S-BF-HBSP~At£-AH9-GeR~AlN 

ENHMERA~e9-FA&~t~~tESt-PRBVtBtN6 T~AT A PATIENT MUST BE 

INFORMED OF ~HESE ijl~ RIGHTSt--At~9WtN6-tHe-Mt6HtS-t8-BE 

&fSA~9WeB-F9R-HEBlEA~~¥-AE~AtEB-MEASBHS.• 

BE IT ENACTED BY T~E LEG<SLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Pur~Jse. The purpose of [this act] is to 

set forth fundamental human rights to which all patients or 

resident5 of a hospitaly oa long-term care facil lty.,.. 

~oo~~~~ou~ey--8r-re~•re~nt-home are entitled and to ensure 

that patients and r~sidents of such facilities are advised 

of these rights and the corresponding obligations of the 

fac i 1f ty. 

Section 2. Patient rights. t~t Th2 goYerning body of a 

hospitalw OR long-term care facility as defined in 50-5-101• 

o~-roe•+"~~e~se-o~-~e~+~e•eft~-fteme-es-def+"ee--+n--59-~~-~92 

~hall e!.tablish written policies regardinq the rights of 

patients and t.he corresponding obligations of the facility• 

its staff• and any attending physician. These 111ritten 

p~lici2s must be made available to patients and residents, 
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and any guardian, next of kin9 or legal representative of 

the patient. 

t~t--+ft-fu~f+~+ .. n~-af-s~bsee~+en-ttty-eeeh-pe~•eft~--er 

res+dent--edm+t~ee--~e--~he--hesp+~e+--er--fse++~y--•~~~-~e 

+ft~eree~-of• 

f&t--~fte-r+~h~-~e-knew--end--par~~e+pe~-+n--eee+~+eft~ 

eonee~ft~g-n+~-~e+een+~ 

fbt--the--r+~~~--~o--ve+ee--~+ewaftees--w++he~~-feer-ef 

repr+~~+t 

tet--~he-r+~h+-~e-mena~e-h~-own-f~ftenee,-er-to-reee+•e 

a•qaart~+y-eeeaaftt+nq-ef-f+nefteta+-t~ftseettons-made-aft-hts 

~e+f-+f--he--~--de+egeted--th~--~espanstbt+tty--to--the 

~cT+ttyt 

t~t--~~e---r+ght--to--&e--+u~~y--+n•ermed--o~--~r•+ee~ 

swe+tab+e-e~d-of-eny-fee~-er-eher~es-for-~h0$e-~e~~+ees~ 

f&t--the-rtght-ta-be--fa++y--tnferMed--ef--hts--.edtee+ 

eend~~+e~y--antess--e--phy~+e+eft--deetiaeft~s-+"-~~e-~a~+ent&s 

reeord-ht~~ee~n~-~~-fte~-+~erm+ft9-~he-pe~+~nt~ 

tft--the--rtqht--to--recetye--fram--the--staff--of--the 

~e~++~y-e-reesone~~e-res~o~~e-~-h+~-~eq~es~~t 

t~t--~he--rt~h~--~o-es~oeTete-8~~-ee.-u~+e~~e-~+~s~e+y 

o~-~oe+e+~r-•+~h-~er~on~-e~-q~ups-of-h+~-eho+ee-eft~-to-seftd 

e~d-reee+ve-h+s-per~e~e+-.e~-unopenedy-an+es~--e--~h~s+e+an 

d~eH~n~s--+n--~he-~~~+~nt·~-reeord-re8~on~-f8~-ne~e++ew+ng 

th+s-r+9htt 
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tht--ehe-r+~h~-ftot--~e--b~--~re"~fe~~ee--er--d+~e~er~e~ 

e~ee~t--fer--aedTee~--~~aseftsy--h+s--we+ferey-~he-we~~ere-Gf 

o~her-~at+en~~y-or-~eft~~ft~y-exe~t-u~~-e~Y&ftce-fte~+ee-~e 

e"~~r~-er~er+y-~rens~er-er-d~eharge• 

t+t--t~-r+,~-to~e--free--~rem--meft~e~--end--phys+ee~ 

ab~se-end-free-~rea-che.+ea~-eftd-~hys+ee+-~es~re•ntsy-e~cept 

es--~tho~~d-fn-•r+~?n,-by-e-~ys+e+en-fo~-e-spee+f+ed-end 

++-+~d-per+od-ef-t+M@-or-uft~ess-t~e-re~re+n~-+s--fteeessery 

te-~re~ee~-~he-pet+ent-~r~+nj~y-to-h+Mse~~-o~hers~ 

fjt--tfte---r+gh~--to--~e--tr~eted--w?tft--eens+~eree+en• 

res~~ty-eftd-reeognTt+&n-et-h+s-d+gn+ty--end--Tnd+w+due++~r• 

fkt--~he--~+~h~-~o-re+e~-~~-~~e-h+s-~~~one+-e+e~h+ng 

e~d-po~~e~~+Ofts-as-~ee-per-+~•y-~n+~s--~~eh--r+!ft~-woa+d 

~~fr+ft~e--oft--t~e--r+~ft~s--ef--~her-~e~+en~~-or-e-,~y,+e+en 

docamen~s-+n~he-pe~+entAs-reeerd-e-me~+e~-ree3Dft--~~r--no~ 

e++ew+~g-~h+a-r+gh~t 

t+t--~he--r+~h~--~e-ne~-be-pe~~+red-~o-per~ore-serw+e~s 

fo~-~he-foe+++~y--~he~--ere--no~--+ne~aded--~&r--~here~e~~+e 

~erpo~e~-Tn-h+s-p~en-of-eeret 

tst--the--r+!ft~T--+~-•err+edT-to-~r+•oer-+n-w+~+~~-•+~h 

h+s-~oH~e-or.-+f-&o~h-ere-+~e~+en~s-e~-~fte--fee+~~y.--~~ 

r+gh~--~o--$har---e-~oo•y-en~es~-a-me~+ee+-reesen-f&P-deny+n~ 

~h+s-r+q~-+s-doeu.en+ed-by~-~ys+e+&R--Tn--~he--pe~+ent&s 

ree&rd~-end 

tnt--~he--r~!h~--~o--he¥e--the-fte•ey-oddressy-end-phone 

-3- HB 604 
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nambe~-ef-h+s-phy5Te+an-a~-h+s-&e~~+de• 

f3t--f~+~-~eet+en-.ey-ftot-De-ee~~~raed-e§-+m~os+"9--any 

new--e&~~~a~Ton~--or--~~eftdftrds-on-~~p+teJ~~-+on~-term-eer~ 

+ee++~~+esy-rft~M~n~hoasesy-er-ree+reme~-hemes-a~her-than-tn 

regsr~-~e-not+~+eB~ien-end-ex~+ftfte~+on• 

-End-
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HOUSE BILL NOo 604 

INTRODUCED BY WALLI~• G•GE• 

HARPER• R. MANNING, 6ERGENE 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: •AN ACT PROVIDING ~--~~S~--8F 

R~S~--F8R--PA~+EN~-AN8-RESf9EN~5-8F-H8SP~A~S-AH9-6ER~AfN 

ENtiMERA~E9-FA6f~+~+ESt-PR9Yf9~N6 THAT A PATIENT HOST BE 

INFORMED OF ~HESE U1S RIGHTSt--A~~BW+N6-fH~-Rf6HfS-~8-BE 

9fSA~8NEB-F8R-ME9~EA~~¥-AE~Afe9-REAS8NS.• 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLA1URE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section t. Purpose. The purpose of (this act] is to 

set forth fundamental human riqhts to which all patients or 

residents of a hospitaly oa long-term care fac i 11 ty.,. 

~&e•~,~en~e•--8r-re~•re.e~-~a•8 are entitled and to ensure 

that patients and residents of such facilities are advised 

of these right~ and the corresponding obligations of the 

facility. 

Section 2. Patient rights. t~t The governing body of a 

hospitaly DR long-term care facility as defined in 50-S-101• 

ar-roe•+n~haw,e-8r-re~+~e.e~-hame-es-~ef+"ed--~n--~9-5~-~8i 

$ha11 e~~abli$h written policie~ regarding the rights of 

pa~ients and the corresponding obligations of the facility, 

its stafT~ and any attending physici~n. These ,.rltten 

pollcias must be made available to patients and residents• 
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and any guardian. ne•t of kin, or legal re~resentative of 

the patient. 

t~t--~ft-fotf+tt.en~-of-soasee~+en-ttty-eoeh-pe~+eft~--or 

resfden~--odm+~~ed--~e--~he--hoep+~t--er--fee+t+~y--eoe~-be 

+nformed-o~• 

tot--~he-r+!h~-~o-knew--oftd--por~+e+~~-+n--dee+e+ene 

eeftee~ft+ft!-~-~rea~ee~~~ 

tat--~he--r+!h~--te--vo+ee--~+evoneee--w+~hoe•-feer-ef 

~epr+~~+t 

tet--ehe-r+gh•-~e-mane~e-h+s-own-~Tftenee,-or-~o-~eee+Ye 

e-qeort~ty-eeeeo~+n!-ef-f+nene+et-~n$$e~+ene-eed.-en-h+7 

aehetf-+f--he--~--de+e~ed--~h~--retp&nt+a++~y--to~he 

fee+++~y• 

fdt--~he---r+g~--~e--ae--fotty--+nfer~ed--of--~r•+eee 

eyst+ab+e-and-of-any-fees-or-eh&rges-~~-•hose-sery+ees• 

tet--the-r+!h~-~e-ae--fo+ty--+ftfermed--of--h+e--aedfee+ 

een~+~+en•--•nless--a--phy~e+en--dee-.aft~a-+ft-~he-~~+e~&~ 

reeo~d-h+s-~sens-~or-ft~-+nT~-+~-~fte-pa~+~n~~ 

t+t--~he--r+qh~--~--reee+ye--froe--~he--s~eff--of--the 

~ae++T~y-e-r@e~~~eb+e-res~~ftse-~-ft+s-requ~~~ 

t~--•he--r~~h~-~-essee+a~e-eftd-eo-.a"+ee~-pr+•ate+y 

o~-•&e+e•+r-•+~"-~ers~~-ep-greups-o~-ft+~-eh&+ee-eftd-te-seft~. 

a"d-r~ee+ye-h+s-persena+-ma++-~no~enefty-aft•ess--a--p~y~+e+aft 

e&e~eeft~~--+ft--~he-~s~+ent&s-~eeord-reesons-fer-na~-e++ew+ng 

~ft+,-~+gh~~ 

-2- HB 604 

T H I R D READiiH 



1 

z 

3 

4 

5 

6 

1 

8 

9 

10 

ll 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

11 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

HB 0601t/02 

~ht--~he-r+~-~--~o--&e--~onsperred--er--d+seher~ed 

e~eep~--fer--•e~+ee~--r~e$eftsy--h~s--we+~AP~y-~he-we4~ere-e~ 

o~her-pe~+e~~y-&r-noftpey.eft~y-exe&p~-u~e~-edYaftee-ft~+ee-~e 

efts~re-erfte~+y-~reftsfer-e~~+seh&r,e~ 

ttt--~he-rt~~-~e-be--free--fro•--~n~e~--end--phys+ee~ 

abase-anft-fr~rem-ehe•+ee~-e"d-~ftys+ee+-res~re+~•.-ewee~ 

es--aw~~rred-+ft-wr+~ng-ay-e-phys+e+an-~or-e-§pee+f+ed-and 

++.t~d-per+od-~-~+~r-an+es,-~he-res~ra+~-+s--fteeessary 

~e-~re~ee~-~he-pe~+eft~-fr~-~"j~y-ta-h+•s••~-er-o~ers• 

t;t--the---r~ht--to--be--~reeted--w~h--eews+der~tony 

respee~y-end-ree~nttton-ef-hts-&+~+~r--ond--tn~e+t~y~ 

tkt--~he--rt~ht-~o-reeotft-ond~e-hts-persone+~h~ 

a"d-~osses$+efts-es-'P8ee-~er-+~-.-~e.e--sHe~--rTgh---weu+a 

tnfrtn~--on--~~e--~s-~ef-~~her-pe~te~~s-or-a-phrs~en 

doeu~~s-Tft~he-pe~+e"~&s-re~-e-•e~+ee+-reeson--for--no~ 

e++ow+n~-~hte-rt~• 

t+t--~he--r~ht--to-ftet-be-r~+red~~e-perforM~se.•+ees 

fe¥-~o-fae+~ty--th~--ere--no~-+ne+eded--fer--thero~te 

~er~eses-+n-h+s-~+on-of-ee~ 

f•t--~he--~+~n~.--+f-•err+edy-~e-,r+•aey-+n-.+s+~s-.?~h 

hts-spoese-ory-tP-both-are-tnpette~s-o~-~he--foe++t~r•--~he 

r+gft~-~o--9ftere-a-~oo-.-~~ess-e-wed+ee~-reesen-feP-~eny+~ 

~h+s-rt~ht-+s-doe~~ed~-e--phys+eteft--tn--the--pe~+en~•s 

reeord•-aftd 

tnt--the--r+~h~--~o--heye--~he-ne•e•-e~~ressy~-phofte 
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naMber-ef-ft+s-phT~+e+an-a~-h~beds+de. 

f~t--~+s-~eet+&n-aey-ft~-be-eens~~ed-as-+•pesTft!--eny 

new--ob++~•~+ens--e~--s~e~derds-oft-ho.p~e+s.-+on~~er•-eore 

~8e~4~~+esy-roeM+ft~heasesy-er-r@t+reMe~-heaes-o~her-~~a"-+n 

~e~ar~-~e-netT~+ee~+en-end-ex~tftfte~+onw 

-End-
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