
HOUSE BILL NO. 591 

IN'rltODUCID BY NISBB'l', REAM, BERG, DARKO 

February 1, 1983 

February 16, 1983 

February 17, 19Bl 

February 19, 1983 

February 21, 1983 

February 22, 1983 

March 1, 1983 

March 1.3, 1983 

March 25, 1983 

March 28, 1913 

IN THB HOUSE 

Introduced and referred to 
COMmittee on Education and 
Cultural Reaourees. 

Committee recommend bill do 
pass ae amen<!ed. Report 
adopted. 

Bill printed and placed on 
members• desks. 

Second reading, do paes. 

Considered correctly 
engrossed. 

Third reading, passed. 
~ransmitted to Senate. 

IN ~E SENATE 

Introduced and referred to 
Ctmmitteo on Education and 
CUltural Resources. 

Committee recommend bill be 
concurred in as amended. 
Report adopted. 

Second reading, concurred in 
.as Nlb'llnded. 

Third reading, concurred in. 
Ayes, 35, Noea, 12. 



March 28, 1983 

April 4, 1983 

IN 'l'JIP! IIOOSE 

2 

Returned to House. Sent to 
enrollinq. 

Reported correctly enrolled. 



48th Legislature LC 2219/01 

1 

2 

3 

4 A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: •AN ACT TO AllOW A TEACHER WHO 

5 IS A SPECIALIST THE SAME OPPORTUNITY F.~R TENURE THAT OTHER 

b TEACHERS ARE OFFERED; TO REMOVE THE AGE DISCRIMINATION 

7 PROVISION FROM THE LAW GOVERNING TENURE; AMENDING SECTIONS 

B 20-+-203 AND ZG-4-ZO~• HCA•• 

q 

10 BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

11 Section 1. Section 20-4-203• MeA, is aaended to read: 

12 "20-4-203. Teacher tenure. Whenever a teacher has been 

13 elected by the offer and acceptance of a cont~act for the 

14 fourth consecutive year of employaent by a district in a 

15 position requi rinq teach~ certification except as a 

1b district superintendent· er speeiati~, the teacher shall be 

17 de~ed to be reelected fro• year to year the~eafter as a 

18 tenure teacher at the sa.e salary and in the sawe or a 

19 comparable position of e•pJoywent a5 that provided by the 

20 last executed contrac~ with such teachery unless• 

21 ti:t the trustees resolve by majority vote of their-

zz aembership to t~rminate the services of the teacher in 

23 dCCordance with the provisions of 20-+-204~~ 
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i:eae11eP 'I" ·•rlt<~ April ·t t<INit loi!l._..,ieea 10111 .... ~be 

fttM!!Mie.t-~fte-eftatti nllj ·sel'lao1 fi sr:!l'll-ye..,_-eweep~ t:het the 

~ 'tllti!i1 t!h@--eehee+-oflseal pear--+e11o•ing his l8~h 

tt+ri!tMteyw• 

Section 2. Section Zo--4--ZCM- 9 MCA., i& a.ended to read: 

•zG-4-20~. Ter•ination of tenure teacher services• (1) 

When-ever the tr-ustees. of any district resolve to t:eralnata 

the services of a tenure teacher under the· provisions of 

2D-4-203f+t• they shall• before April l• notify such teacher 

of such ter•inatlon in· wr-iting by certified or r-egistered 

letter or by personal notification for which a signed 

receipt is returned. Such notification shall include a 

printed copy of thiS sectioni for the teacher•s inforaation. 

(2) Any tenure teacher who receives a notice o~ 

terwination •ay reques~. in writing 10 days after the 

receipt of such notice., a -.u·it.ten state.ent declaring· 

clearly and explicitly the specific reason or reasons for 

the termination of ·his services, and the ·trustees shall 

supply such statntent within 10 days after the request.. 

(3) Within 10 days after the tenure teacher receives 

the statement of reasons for ter•inetioo• he may request in 

writing a hearing before the trustees to reconsider their 

ter~inatian action. When a hearing is requested, the 

trustees shall conduct such a hear-ing and reconsider their 
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1 termination action within 10 days after the ~eceipt o~ the 

2 request for a hearing. If the trustees affir• their decision 

3 to ter•inate the teacher•s a.ployment, the tenure teacher 

4 may appeal 'their decision to the county superintendent who 

S •ay appoint a qualt~ied attorney at law as legal adviser who 

6 shall assist the superintendent in preparing findings of 

7 fact and conclusions of law. 

8 (~} SubsequentlY• either the teacher ar the trustees 

9 •ay appeal to the superintendent of public instruction under 

10 the provision for the appeal of controversies in this 

11 ~~~lea• 

-End-

-3-
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App. by comm. an education 
and cultural resources 

HOUSE BILL NOo 591 

INTRODUCED BY NISBET• REAM• BERG• OARKO 

A BIL, FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: •AN ACT ~8--~~8W---~EA€HER--WHB 

~~--A--~~€€~~~~~-~HE-~~NE-8~~BR~~f~¥-F8R-~EHYRE-~HA~-8~HER 

~EAEHFR5-ARE--8FFERE8? TO REMOVE THE AGE OISCRIHIHATION 

PROVISION FROM THE LAW GOVERNING TENURE; AMENDING SECTIONS 

ZC-4-?03 AND 20-4-204t HCA.• 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLAiURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Section ?D-4-Z03y MCA• is a•ended to read: 

•zo-4-203. Teacher tenure. Whenever a teacher has been 

elected by the offer and acceptance of a contract for the 

f~urth consecutive year of e•ployment by a district in d 

position requiring teacher certification except as a 

district superintendent sr--s~eetettst UB--iE~lALLSI• the 

teach~r shall be deemed to De reelected from year to y~ar 

there~fter as a tenure teacher at the same salary and in the 

s~me ~r a comparable position of employment as that provided 

by the last executed contract with such t~acherT unless• 

t~t the trustees re$olve by •ajority vote of their 

membership to terminate the services of the teacher in 

dccor~ance Nith the provisions of 20-4-204at-e~ 

t~t--~he-~eaehe~-w+~l-e~~e+ft-~e-e~e-e~-6~-yeeP•-&~~e~e 

~he-~n~~+"~-Sep~eme~r-~-e"~-~he-~rastee~-~ewe--na~+~+ed--tft@ 
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~ee~r--~ft-wr~t+ft~-by-A~t~-~-thet-h+s-serytees-wt~t-ftot-be 

nee~~-+"-~he-en~+n~-seftee~-~•5ee~-y~e•T--exee~~--~he~--~he 

~ra,~e,--~ey-ee~+nae-~o-e~p~oy-saeft-e-~eeefte~-~re.-yee~~o 

yeer--aftt~~--th~--seheet--f~seot--yeer--fe+•ow+ftg--h+s--~eth 

b+1"'thd8, ... 

Se~tlon 2. Section Z0-4-ZO~. KCA• is a•ended to read: 

R20-~-2a4. Ter•lnation of tenure teacher services. (lt 

Whenever the trustees of any district resolve to terminate 

the services of a tenure teacher under the provisions of 

20-4-203fttt ~hey shall• before ~pril l• notify such teacher 

of su~h termination in writing by certified or registered 

letter or by personal notification for which a signed 

recei;Jt is returned. Such notific.ation shall include a 

printed copy of this section for the teacher's InforMation. 

(Z) Any tenure teac~er Mho receives a notJce of 

termination ~ay request• in writing 10 days after the 

receiDt of such notice, a written statement declarin9 

clearly and explicitly the specific reason or reasons for 

the termination of his services 9 and the ~rustees shaJl 

supoly such statement within to days after the request. 

(3) Wi~hin 10 days after the tenure teacher receives 

tre state~ent of reasons for termination, he mdy request in 

writi~g a hearing before the trustees to reconsider their 

termination ~ction. When a hearing is requested, the 

trustees shall conduct such 3 h~aring and reconsider their 
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1 termination action vtthln 10 days after the receipt of the 

2 request for a hearing. If the trustees affirm their decision 

3 to terminate the teacher•s e•ployment• the tenure teacher 

4 may a~peal ~heir decision to the county superintendent who 

5 may aopoint a qualified attorney at law as legal adviser who 

6 shall assist the superintendent in preparing findings of 

7 fact 3nd conclusions of law. 

8 (4) Subsequently• either the teacher or the trustees 

9 May aopeal to the superintendent of public instruction under 

10 the provision for the appeal of controversies in this 

11 t;tle.• 

-End-

-3- HB 591 
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HOUSE BILL NO. 591 

INTRODUCED ~y NISBET, REAM• BERG, DARKO 

A BIL" FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT ~8-~~tBW-~-~E~EHE~--WHB 

~S--~--SPEE+~t+S~-~HE-SAHE-BPPBR~YMt~¥-FBR-~tNYRE-~HA~-B~HER 

fE4EHER5-~RE--eFFERE8. TO R~MDVE THE AGE DISCRIMINATION 

PROVISION FROM THE LAW GOVERNING TENURE; AMENDING SECTIONS 

ZC-4-~03 AND 20-4-204• ~CA.• 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ~IONTANA: 

~ection 1. SectiJn 20-4-Z03• MCA• is amended to read: 

•20-4-203. Teacher tenure. Whenever a tPacher has been 

electeo by the offer and acceptance of a contract for the 

f~~rth consecutive year of employment by a district in a 

position requiring teacher certification except as a 

district superintendent o~--s~ee+s++s~ Q&__ie~LlSI• the 

teach?r shall be deemed to be reelected from yPar to year 

thereafter as a tenure teacher at the same salary and in the 

same ~r a comparable position of employment as that provided 

by the last executed contract with such t~acher? unless• 

t~t the trustees resolve by Majority vote of their 

me~be~ship to terminate the services of the teacher in 

dccordance with the provisions of l0-4-204A~-e~ 

t~t--~~e-~eaeher-w•~l-ft~~ft~ft-~e-~e-e+-6~-y~ep~-e~+ePe 

~he-~~~+ft~-Sep~emb~P-•-8~d-~fte~~~~tee~-~ftwe--"o~+~+~~--th~ 
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~e~~~--+n-wr+~+n~-by-•p~+-+-~e~-h+s-se~y+eee-w+~~-ne~be 

nee~ed-+ft-~he-en~+~s~hee+-f+see+-yee~y--exeep~--~he~--the 

~r~~~·~--•ay-ee~+n~e-~e-e~p•ey-~•eft-e-~eeefter-~~o.-year-~o 

ye&r--~"~++--~he--sehee+--f+eee+--yee~--fe++GW+ng--h+e--fB~h 

b+~~hd&?•· 

Section 2. Section Z0-4-204, MCA• Is amended to read: 

"20-~-2a4. Ter•lnatlon of tenure teacher services. (1) 

Whenever the trustees of any district resolve to terminate 

the services of a tenure teacher under the provision5 of 

20-4-203ftt• they shall, before April 1. notify such teacher 

of ~~h termination in wrltinq by certified or registered 

letter or by personal notification for which a signed 

recefJt is returned. Such notification snall incluoe a 

print~d copy of this section for the teacher•s Information. 

( 2) Any tenure teacher who receives a notice of 

termination ~ay request, in writinq 10 days after the 

receiot of such notice. a written state•ent declaring 

cl~arly and explicitly the specific reason or reasons for 

the t?rmination of his services• and the trustees shall 

supolv such statement within 10 days after the request. 

(3) Within 10 days after the tenure teacher receives 

the state~ent of reasons for termination. he mdy request in 

writi~g ~ hearing before the trustees to reconsider their 

termindtion action. When a hearing is requested. the 

trust2es shall conduct. such 3 l'v~ar i ng and r~consi der their 

-2- HB 591 
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1 termination action within 10 days after the receipt of the 

2 request for a hearing. If the trustees affirm their decision 

3 to terminate the teacher•s employment, the tenure teacher 

4 may a~peal their decision to the county superintendent who 

5 may aopoint a qualified attorney at law as legal adviser who 

6 shall assist the superintendent in preparing findings of 

1 fact and conclusions of law. 

8 {4) Subsequently, either the teacher or the trustees 

9 •ay aopeal to the superintendent of public instruction under 

10 th~ provtslon for th@ appeal of controversies in this 

11 title.• 

-End-

-3- H8 591 



March 23, 1983 

SENATE STANDING COMMITTEE REPORT 
(Education & Cultural Resources) 

That House Bill No. 591 be amended as follows: 

1. Title, line 6. 
Following: "9l?I?:SR:SB-t" 
Insert: "TO ALLOW A TEACHER WHO IS A SPECIALIST IN A POSITION 

REQUIRING PROFESSIONAL LICENSURE THE SAME OPPORTUNITY FOR 
TENURE THAT OTHER TEACHERS ARE OFFERED;" 

2. Page 1, line 15. 
Following: ''certification" 
Insert: "or professional licensure," 

3. Page l, line 16. 
Strike: ''OR SPECIALIST" 



March 25, 1983 

SENATE COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE AMENDMENT 

That House Bill No. 591 be amended as follows: 

1. Title, line 6. 
Following: "9PPBRBB1'" 
Strike: . "TO ALLOW A TEACHER WHO IS A SPECIALIST IN A 

POSITION REQUIRING PROFESSIONAL LICENSURE THE SAME 
OPPORTUNITY FOR TENURE THAT OTHER TEACHERS ARE OFFEREDJ" 

2. Page 1, line 15. 
Following: "certification" 
Strike: "or professional licensure" 

3. Page 1, line 16. 
Following: "superintendent" 
Insert: "OR SPECIALIST" 
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HOUSE BILL NOo 591 

INTRODUCED BY NISBETt REA~t BERCt DARKO 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: •AN ACT fB-A~BW-A-fEA&HER--WH8 

~5--A--5PEE~S~fHE-SANE-8P¥8Rf~NFf¥-F8R-fENWRE-~Af-BfHER 

fEAEHERS-ARE-BFFE*E8. ll:ikt8M~i=t=iPf6f6kf£1 

tll:tellitltlllt::llalllttilll---f!ftllfE55f!!!t6t--tteENfillllt-fW:~ 

llefftflf!IIU-:fft--UN!Iftf:lt!U:~i-AAf::§fffllflit TO 

REMOVE THE ACE 

GOVER•ING TENURE; 

"CA.• 

DISCRIMINATION PROVISION FROM THE LAW 

AMENDING SECTIONS Z0-~-203 AND ZO-~-ZO~t 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF "ONTANA: 

Sec~ion t. Section 20-~203• MCAt Is a.ended to read: 

•20-4-203. Teacher tenure. Whenever a teacher has been 

elected by the offer and acceptance of a contract for the 

fourth consecutive year of eMPloyBent by a district In a 

position requiring teacher certification ftft-etftff55t8H•t 

ktetl111!tE except as a district superintendent er-~ee+e++s~ 

SB:SeE&f6kt~ QB-Sef~lll• the teacher shall be deeMed to 

be reelected fro• year to year thereafter as a tenure 

teacher at the sa.e salary and In the sa•e or a coaparable 

position of e~ploy•ent as that provided by the last executed 

con~ract with such teachery unless+ 

t~t the trustees resolve by •ajority vote of their 
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.eMbership to ter•inate the services of the teacher In 

accordance with the provisions of 20-4-204a~-or 

t~t--~he-~eaeher-w++t-e~a+R-~e-~e-o#-6§-yeeP~-ee#ore 

~ne--ens~+n~--se,~eaeer-i-and-~e-~as~e~-hewe-no••~+@e-~he 

~aeher-+n-wr+ttng-ey-Apr++-~-~ft&.-h~-ser.+ee.-w++t-fto~--ee 

needed--+n--~e--ensa~-~hoe+-f+see+-yeer.-e•eep~-~~he 

~a•._•s-.ay-een~ae-~e-eap~oJ-seeh-e-~eeeher-~ro.-ye~-~ 

yeer--~~++--the--sehoo+--f+seet--yeer--#ettow+ng--~s-~ 

~e~• 

Section 2. Section 20-'t-2~. MCA• Is a-ended to read: 

•20-~-20~. Ter•lnatlon of tenure tea,her services. (1) 

Whenever the trustees of any district resolve to ter•lnate 

the sarvlces of a tenure teacher under the provisions of 

20-~-Z03t~t• they shall• before April 1t notify such teacher 

of such termination In writing by certified or registered 

let~er or by personal notification for which a signed 

receiot is returned. Such notification shall include a 

printed copy of this section for the teacher•s infor•atlon. 

(2) Any tenure teacher who receives a notice of 

termination may request, in writing 10 days after the 

receiot of such notice• a written stateMent declaring 

clearly and explicitly the specific reason or r~asons for 

the termination of his services. and the trustees shall 

supply such statement within 10 days after the request. 

(3) Within 10 days after the tenure teacher receives 

-z- HB 591 
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t the stateeent o~ reasons for ter•ination, he may request in 

2 writi1g a hearing before the trustees to reconsider their 

3 ter•ination action. When a hearing is requested. the 

~ trust@as shall conduct such a hearing and reconsider their 

5 ter•ination action within 10 days after the receipt of the 

6 request for a hearing. If the trustees affire their decision 

1 to ter•inate the teacher•s e.ploy•ent• the tenure teacher 

8 .ay appeal their decision to the county superintendent who 

9 •ay appoint a qualified attorney at law as legal adviser who 

10 shall assist the superintendent In preparing findings of 

11 fact and conclusions o~ law. 

12 (4) Subsequently• either the teacher or the trustees 

11 .ay appeal to the superintendent of public instruction under 

1~ the provision for the appeal of controversies In this 

15 title.• 

-End-

-3- H8 591 


